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Kerala is facing a very high imbalance in the number of 
children born to different communities 
 
 
A sudden and intense controversy has arisen in Kerala on the issue of relative number of 
children born to different communities there. A recently retired chief of Kerala police has 
stated in an interview that of all children born in the state in 2015, as many as 42 percent 
are Muslim, even though the share of Muslims in the total population as counted in 
Census 2011 is only 26.6 percent. The former police chief has been accused of 
misrepresenting facts and fomenting communal discord. 
 
But the detailed data is even more startling. Vital statistics for the last several years show 
that the share of Muslims in the total live births recorded in the state has been rising 
rapidly at least since 2008. In that year, of all live births in the state, 36.3 percent 
belonged to Muslim families. That proportion has been steadily rising and has reached 
41.5 percent in 2015. Meanwhile, the share of Hindu families in the total live births has 
declined from 45.0 to 42.9 percent and of Christian families from 17.6 to 15.5 percent. 
 
Some commentators have argued that this rise in the Muslim share may be because of 
improved registration of births among them. That only means that the number of 41.45 
percent of the live births in 2015 being Muslim is more reliable than the lower figure of 
2008. But the figures of both 2015 and 2008 are very large in proportion to their share of 
only 26.56 percent in the total population. 
 
The phenomenon of higher and rising share of Muslims in the live births in Kerala finds 
further support in the higher and rising share of Muslims in the child (0-6 yr) population 
of the state as counted in Census 2011 and 2001. In 2011, 36.74 percent of the children 
in Kerala are Muslim; their share in 2001 was 31.08 percent. Census 2011 also counts 
14.4 children among every hundred Muslims as compared to only 8.93 among every 
hundred Hindus and 8.91 among every hundred Christians. The gap between the number 
of children per hundred of the population between Muslims and Hindus in 2011 is of 5.45 
children; that gap was of 4.19 children in 2001. Thus all parameters seem to confirm the 
trend of a large and rising fertility and growth gap between Muslims and others. 
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Imbalance in the number of registered live births  
 
 
 

Live Births in Kerala for different religious communities, 2008-2015 

 
2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Hindu  241,305 247,707 246,297 248,610 214,591 236,420 231,031 221,220 
Muslim  194,583 204,711 209,276 214,099 175,892 214,257 218,437 213,865 
Christian  94,175 90,451 88,936 94,664 102,546 84,660 83,616 79,565 
Others  5,151 704 651 2,671 57,215 869 1,178 933 
Not stated  524 775 1,806 224 167 146 196 430 
Total  535,738 544,348 546,964 560,268 550,411 536,352 534,458 516,013 

Percent share of different religious communities in the total Live Births, 2008-2015 
Hindu  45.04 45.51 45.03 44.37 38.99 44.08 43.23 42.87 
Muslim  36.32 37.61 38.26 38.21 31.96 39.95 40.87 41.45 
Christian  17.58 16.62 16.26 16.90 18.63 15.78 15.65 15.42 
Others  0.96 0.13 0.12 0.48 10.39 0.16 0.22 0.18 
Not stated  0.10 0.14 0.33 0.04 0.03 0.03 0.04 0.08 
Total 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 
Source: Annual Vital Statistics Reports (of different years), Vital Statistics Division, Department of  
Economics and Statistics, Government of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram.  

 
Annual Vital Statistics Reports of Kerala give breakup of live births according to religion 
community from at least 2008 onwards. In the Table above, we have compiled this data 
for eight years from 2008 to 2015. 
 
Number of live births has begun to decline 
The Table above and the graph on the 
right indicate that the total number of live 
births in Kerala has begun to decline after 
2011. The number rose from 5.36 lakh in 
2008 to 5.60 lakh in 2011 and has declined 
rapidly since then to reach 5.16 lakh in 
2015. This is a graphic representation of 
the fact that Kerala, like many other states 
of India, is approaching the phase of 
demographic stabilization and decline. But 
the decline seems to be confined to Hindus 
and Christians alone. Number of live births among Hindus and Christians has been falling 
for several years, but that of Muslims has recorded a slight decline only in 2015, the last 
year for which the figures are available. This has led to a drastic change in the share of 
different communities in the total number of live births in the state. 
 
Religious breakup for 2012 is unreliable 
Breakup of total live births among different religious communities seems unreliable for 
2012. In that year, 57 thousand live births, amounting to more than 10 percent of the 
total, have been attributed to ‘Others’.  This has depressed the number of live births 
among both Muslims and Hindus. Therefore, while looking at the changing shares of 
different communities in total live births, the data for 2012 needs to be excluded. 
 
 

Annual Live Births in Kerala, 2008-15
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Rising share of Muslims and  
declining share of Hindus 
If we exclude the data for 2012, we find 
that the share of Muslims in total live 
births has been rising nearly consistently 
since 2008. The rise was somewhat slower 
up to 2011 and has been more rapid since 
then. In these 7 years, share of Muslims in 
the total live births has increased from 
36.3 percent to 41.4 percent. The share of 
Hindus has correspondingly declined from 
45.0 percent in 2008 and 45.5 percent in 
2009 to 42.9 percent in 2015. 
 
Share of Christians has also declined 
Share of Christians in the total live births 
has also declined in this period, from 17.6 
percent in 2008 to 15.4 percent in 2015. 
The decline has been continuous and rapid 
except for a small rise in 2011. 
 
Hindus and Christians have both shed 2.2 
percentage points off their share 
Thus in these 7 years, Hindus and 
Christians both have lost 2.2 percentage 
points from their share in the live births. 
Muslims share has increased by 5.1 
percentage points. The remaining gain of 
about 0.7 percentage points is because of 
the changes in the numbers counted under the categories of ‘Others’ and ‘Religion Not 
Stated’. Number of live births counted ‘Others’ was unusually large during 2008. 
 
Muslim share in live births is far above 
their share in population 
Share of Muslims in the live births is now far above their 
share in the total population as counted in 2011. According 
to Census 2011, Muslims in Kerala form only 26.6 percent 
of the population. But their share in the live births in 2015 
is as high as 41.4 percent. On the other hand, Hindus have 
a share of 54.7 percent in the population, but their share in live births is only 42.3 
percent. For Christians also, their share of 15.4 percent in total live births is far below 
their share of 18.4 percent in the population. This large gap between the share of births 
and share of population in different communities indicates that the relative balance of 
population between Muslims and others is unlikely to stabilise and the share of Muslims 
shall keep rising for some time to come. 
 

Share in Population and Live Births 

 
%Share in 
Population 

%Share in 
Live Births 

Hindu 54.73 42.87 
Muslim 26.56 41.45 
Christian 18.38 15.42 
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Rapidly rising share of Muslims in live births is not a statistical illusion 
It has been suggested by some commentators that the rapid rise in the share of Muslims in 
total live births that we have noticed above may be because of more complete registration 
of births among them. This seems unlikely because in Kerala an overwhelming majority 
of deliveries take place in institutional settings or at the hands of trained medical 
personnel. In 2008, out of 5.36 lakh live births, 4.87 lakh happened in institutional 
settings and another 12 thousand were assisted by physicians or trained paramedics. 
When institutional and professionally assisted deliveries are so widely prevalent, it is 
unlikely that many births would escape formal oversight. But even if it were true that 
Muslim births were not being fully captured in the registration process earlier, then it 
means that the current numbers reflect the reality of the situation better. That reality 
indicates a very high share of live births among Muslims as compared to their share in the 
population. The fact of higher and increasing share of children among Muslims is 
recorded in the Census numbers also, which do not depend upon completeness or 
otherwise of registration of births. 
 
 
Imbalance in the number of children counted in the Census 
 
Census 2011 counts 5.5 extra children per hundred of population among Muslims 
 

Number of children per hundred of population, 2011 

 
Christian Hindu Muslim M-H 

KERALA 8.91 8.93 14.38 5.45 
Kannur 9.55 8.90 15.25 6.35 
Kasaragod 9.84 9.55 15.75 6.20 
Kozhikode 9.07 8.61 14.25 5.64 
Palakkad 9.17 9.18 14.56 5.38 
Malappuram 10.08 10.49 15.41 4.92 
Thrissur 9.27 8.79 13.59 4.79 
Ernakulam 8.67 8.55 12.76 4.21 
Thiruvananthapuram 9.50 8.53 12.57 4.03 
Wayanad 9.42 10.41 14.16 3.75 
Alappuzha 8.88 8.54 12.26 3.72 
Kottayam 8.49 8.68 12.14 3.46 
Kollam 8.95 8.99 12.37 3.38 
Idukki  9.18 9.37 12.33 2.95 
Pathanamthitta 7.53 8.20 10.75 2.55 

 
According to Census 2011, there are 8.9 children (of age 0-6yr) per hundred of the 
population among Hindus and 14.4 among Muslims. Thus there are 5.5 extra children 
among Muslims for every hundred of the population as compared to Hindus. In 2001, the 
number of children per hundred of the population was 11.91 among Christians, 10.81 
among Hindus and 14.99 among Muslims. The gap between Hindus and Muslims then 
was of 4.2 children per hundred; it has widened to 5.5 in 2011. 
 
In 2011, the number of children among Christians per hundred of the population is almost 
exactly equal to the Hindus; there are 8.93 children per 100 among Hindus and 8.91 
among Christians. Even at the district level the two numbers do not differ significantly 
except in Thiruvananthapuram, Wayanad and Pathanamthitta. In the last two, Hindus 
have about 1 child per hundred more than the Christians and in Thiruvananthapuram 1 
child less per hundred less. 
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Number of children per hundred of the population of Muslims is significantly above that 
of Hindus in all districts. In Kannur and Kasaragod, the difference is of more than 6 
children, in Kozhikode and Palakkad of more than 5 children and in Malappuram, 
Thrissur, Ernakulam and Thiruvananthapuram of more than 4 children. In general, the 
difference seems to get narrower as we move from the north to south. Share of Muslims 
in the total population of the districts of also declines from north to south. 
 
 
Share of Muslims among children has  
risen sharply between 2001 and 2011 
It is even more interesting to note that the share of 
Muslims in the total 0-6 population of the state has 
increased by 5.7 percentage points between 2001 and 
2011. In 2001, 31.08 percent of the children counted 
in Kerala were Muslim, that share has risen to 36.74 
percent in 2011. Their share in the total population 
during this decade has increased more modestly from 
24.70 to 26.56 percent. Rise in the share of Muslims 
in total live births during 2008-15 that we have 
noticed above on the basis of birth registration data is 
consistent with the rise in their share in the total child 
(0-6yr) population of the state during the last decade. 
Therefore, the striking rise in the Muslim share in live births in recent times cannot be 
attributed entirely to the alleged vagaries of the registration process. 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
Share of Muslims in the child (0-6yr) population of Kerala and their share in the live 
births in the state are much higher than their share in the population and have been rising 
rapidly. Muslims have a share of 41.45 percent in the live births in 2015 compared to 
36.32 percent in 2008. And they have a share of 36.74 percent in the 0-6 population of 
the state in 2011 compared to 31.08 percent in 2001. Their share in the total population as 
counted in Census 2011 is only 26.56 percent. 
 
The data strongly suggests that the imbalance in the growth of Muslims and others in the 
state is likely to keep rising sharply rather than subsiding in the foreseeable future. 
 
Census 2011 has recorded similar and even larger gap in the share of Muslim in the child 
(0-6yr) population in several states and districts of India. We shall present that data in a 
subsequent note. But the case of Kerala is especially striking. 
 

Muslim share in the 0-6 yr population 

 
2001 2011 Rise* 

KERALA 31.08 36.74 5.66 
Palakkad 32.86 39.16 6.30 
Wayanad 30.62 35.91 5.29 
Kozhikode 46.36 51.43 5.07 
Kasaragod 44.17 49.23 5.06 
Kannur 36.33 41.27 4.94 
Thrissur 19.12 23.82 4.70 
Ernakulam 17.22 21.57 4.35 
Malappuram 73.80 77.56 3.76 
Kollam 21.03 24.74 3.70 
Alappuzha 11.71 14.33 2.62 
Thiruvananthapuram 16.24 18.54 2.30 
Idukki  7.78 9.59 1.81 
Kottayam 7.21 8.80 1.59 
Pathanamthitta 5.32 6.12 0.80 
*Between 2001 and 2011 in percentage points. 
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Vital statistics data for Kerala is among the most reliable in the country. Given so much 
of good reliable data, why don’t our demographers apply their standard analytical tools to 
predict the likely trends of the changing religious demography of Kerala? It would be a 
very interesting academic research problem to pursue and it may also help India in 
evolving an appropriate policy for maintaining demographic equilibrium among various 
religious communities. The kind of imbalance that is developing in Kerala is difficult to 
sustain for any reasonably functional polity. 
 
 
 
Dr. J. K. Bajaj 
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