


the Polyger himself slain and Caracoil his capital taken
by surprise. The circumstances attending which are fully
related in the young Nabob's letter to his father. I also
took occasion in Letter No.IX to mention the licentious
spirit of the soldiery in this country; and I am very sorry
that the behaviour of the officers who surprised Caracoil
was such, both to the young Nabob znd to the General,
as to make it very evident, that they have not the
smallest respect for dignity of character, nor a proper
sense of military subordinstion.

On the receipt of your Lordship's dispatches of
August the thirtieth 1771, I endeavoured to communicate
to the Nabob everything contained in them respecting himself
or country, but on his expressing = desire to have such
articles in writing, as elther required explanation, or to
which an answer might be expected from him, I gave him
copiles of the correspondence between your Lordship and: the
Directors, sccompanied with a letter of which the paper
referred to is a copy. These were 211 translated into
Perslan, and zfter his Highness and his Councellors had

maturely considered everything which had been communicated

to them from your Lordships dispatches, and what had
passed in several conversations I hpve had with them on
the subjecty I had the honour of receiving his answer
dated the twenty fourth of September 1772 or 25 Jan:edisanFL

1186. A copy of which accompanies this.

i

This lett er of the Nabob appears to me to be
very full and very explicit. It seems to contain in

as few words as possible, the Xk heads of everything he had
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The Nabob has summed up everything which he
wants of the Company in twenty four articles, very few
of which meant any explanation, as most of them are
either so plain of themselves,or have already been so
very fully mentioned in otherl?gsg}s communicated to
the Secretary of State, elther by Sir John Lindsy or me.
mxe However, there are some circumstances which I am desired
by the Nabob to communicate ;9 your Lordship which may
assist in fomingmf the prjopriety of the
request.

The Treaty of Peace and friendship with the Maharattas,
seems to be, in the Nabob's opinion, essentlally necessary
for the well being of his country, and of the English
interest in India; but he desires that whatever conditlons
may be thought necessary on the part of the English
nation, or of the Company, the acquisition of the Gatts as
a western boundary to the Carnatick may be admitted to make
a part of the basis of any Tre-ty, that mpy take place
with the Maharattas, Thls he says they gre very well
disposed to granty it will add greatly to the securlty
of the Carnatick, aznd it has been frequently promised
him by the Company's servants,

With respect to the Jaghire, the Nabob wilsheto have
the renting of it confirmed to him and to his successor,
for many reasons mentioned in several former letters
already forwzrded to the Secretsry of States But he has
mentioned one more to me, that could he depend on being
continued renter, it would encourage him to lay out money
‘in the cultivation and improvement of the country, which

could not fall of being very advantageous both to the
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Company and to him; but which cannot be expected of him,
while threatened with being deprived of the Jaghire every
successive year, However, from a copy of the Company'
letterg¢ by the Duke of Grafton, it appears theyLdisposed
to continue the J aghire :lnngji’e:o:)nanaganent.

The Nabob seems determined, not on any account
whatever to increase the number of sepoys on the establishe
ment of the seven Battalions at present in the Company* s
pay, but says that he will provide sepoys and force enough
of his own against all emergencies, At present he says
all 1s profound peace, and no incresse of troops appears
to him to be necessary; he has explained himself very
fully on this subject in the fifth article; and it appears
to me that though it may be possible to advise him to such
concessions, he does not seem disposed to receive them as
commands,

During the time of the slege of Tanjore, an agreement
had been negotiated or was negotiating between the Nabob's
son then in the field, end the Army, that should the place
be taken by storm, they were to have a certain sum of money
instead of the plunderj as an accommodation took place
between the Nabob and the Rajah, this agreement fell to the
ground, and the Army were disappointed in their expectations,
Discontents, caballing and representations followed, which
produced a letter from the Board to the General, wherein
amongst other things the Board gave it as their opinion,
that it was in consequence of taking a place by stomm only,
that the Army vwere entitled to the plunder, Butzgan.‘rore
was not taken =t all, there was no plunders; therefore they
had no right to expe)t‘anfy gratificstion on that account,
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and lasting friendship with the Company from which,

I think, it will appear, that tk he i1s neither extravagsnt
nor unreasonable. And he himself is now in hopes

that since his asffalrs are so well understooqjégg;;zay

be finally adjusted with the Company in England under the
friendly protection of His Majesty: or on the spot,
should the King be graclously disposed to follow that
methoq,and should 1t be more agreeable to the Company
under the €ye of one of His Majesty's own immediate
servants, and any one whom the Company may depute for
that purpose.

This my ILord, I think, finishes all the Nabob's
business, as far as 1t depénds on any information which
can be transmitted elther of the situ=tion of his affalrs,
of his disputes with the Company's servants or of his
applications for »i rEdex redress, and to complete ®mk
everythling which I can trznsmit of the state of the
country. I have 2lso enclosed extrects from my Diary,
® of some transactions which are well known to almost
everybody here. By which many of the inhabitants have
been ruined, but by which Your Lordship will see, that
the Company's servants in high stations, had other means
of getting fortunes, besides 1mprbving thelr money either
by Trade or lending it at interest and this will asslst,
to account for the immense riches, which h,ve fallen to
the share of some individuals in India,

I have not had an opportunity of being so well
acqualnted with the state of the northern Circars, as they
are entirely umder the direction of the Company's servants,
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and all have the appearance of mystery and secrecy, but
the fortunes msde at masullpatnam, Vizagapatnam, Ganjam
and other residencies both by the Chiefs themselves)
the Councellors, their favourites and friends, are
immense. I am very well inforked that the Chief of
Hasulipﬁﬁﬁ%? makes not less than one lack of Pagodas,
and the/Chilef of Vizagapatnam two lacks of rupees cvery
year exclusive of what may be got by trade, which indeed
1s but 1little attended to, and the allowance they make
to the Governor of Fort. St. George. The methods
therefore are,new letting the farms for which nazirs
or fines are paild to the Chief and every person officially
concerned. The making war and peace with the refractory
Rajahs, each of which carries its reward with it and
the lending money to the inhabitants at a high interest.
These loans are not always voluntary; but they are means
of getting fortunes well understood by the lender, and
which the borrower dares not refuse. This practice
prevalls universally through all the Company's Circars,
from the highest to the lowest in their service st this
day. Money is frequently borrowed in Madrass at elght per
cent to be improved at Twenty five, thirty, forty or
more per cent per amnum in the Company's Circars,
Accounts from Bengal mention, that the new Governor
Hastings is on a four through the provinces, in order
to Introduce such regulations as may seem necessary; gnd
that he has established a very rigid system of economy
by which the company will be immense galners every year.
The King Shah Allum is at Delhi, perfectly out

of the Company's power, and has been ever since I came to this
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country. Thls has made me regret exceedingly that the
situation of things has been such, as to put it absolutely
out of my power, either to c,rry or to send by eny proper
messenger the King's ltart'.t:erz-:ajfsfll;;.lc;t )preaants to His Imperisal
lla?esty. Hovever, that he might not be ignorant of His
Britannick Majewty's friendship and that he had been
graclously pleased to entrust such testimonies of it to my
care, I took the liberty to send copies and Persian Trans-
letlonsof His Majesty's letters to Sheh Allum, with one
from myself, of which the pasper referred to is a COP¥«
They were forwarded to Delhi by a Vagueel sent expressly
by the Nabob with sn arshdaust from himself to the Patcha
of Indostan. This measure I flatter myself will meet with
His Majesty's approbation,

I have just received » letter from Mr. Du Pre
of which the enclosed is a copy, acquainting me of his
instructions from the Court of Directors to be on his guard
as they had cause to be apprehensive that ‘the French mx
still had hostile intentions with respect to India. I have
sent him such extracts as I judged necess.ry from Mr.
Colpoy's Remarks made at the Msuritius together with
Extracts of such articles of Intelligence as I have received
from the Cape on the subject, and I h,ve told him in the
terms of the letter referred to, that as I have hed no
information from administratione I ;m apt to imagine there
is no cause to be apprehensive of danger from that wuarter
at present., However, as I shall very soon szil for Bombay
with the squadron to refit during the monsoon where I may
expect to recelve fresh instructions from your Lordship, I
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Hajor Haulu;!i;'l Journal of his
Travels in the Kast Indda b /(1

On the 30th day of Murch 1761, we set
2ail from'England on board the Plassey Indiaman, being
ordered on his Majesty's zervice to Madrass;
and June 30th came to an anchor at the small
1sland of Masamblque, a Portuguese settlement
on the East Coast of africa situated in 15 D.8.L.

LAE\?\“"'(‘\&UG This ’JIIM is lwut th.“. !ﬂﬂl 1!1
e circunference, extremely barren, The Portuguesg
are supply«d with tho necossarys of 1ife frem
the c-ontinent, wiich by their nctounts is almos §
as poor as the 1sland, and 4f ve might Judge
from the entertaimments thoy made for us, we hadg
ng reuon to doubt thelr verscity, Howvover, 1%
sbounds with 1ihes, plantancs, cocenuts,
vine epples, oranges and othap tropical fruits,
T8 L Saw a4 few small cows and goats and a few
snall sheep of Reddiash aolour, without any wool,
I 8aw no lhworses and vas told Ehﬂy had none in that
couniry, The town in swall und makes a mean
sppearinces 1t iy defended by a Palty Fort duilt
on a polut towards the soa and eommands tha entrainecs
iato gha harvour., Thers are two saall chwrohos
and ona Convent, On our landing , we wvere condusted
to the Gavernor, who recsived us we politely,
but we underitood wvory 1ittle of whit 9ach other
aid, bvcause our interprater was bad, His
dxesilangy wes of a good stature, agreesble aspect
and gentesl daportusat,

He 18 respsctcd with all the formulitics
of a Crownad H¥sad sven to the bending of the Knee,
Ha 11 not allowed to marry while Governor sad (bov)
to continue six yeurs only in his ofries,

Cur sudience was ghort and after
conplinents ve went to visw the Town with thousandg
of vlaves «t our heals which the merchants by uwp
in the country and send to the Brazils,

We had not gone fury when ve were agcosted
Ly & nun, vha Spoke Erglish vory well), Ka told
ué he had been 1n our Indla Coumpanys Belylea,
Mindly invited ws te his heuse fwh ¢h va made ouy
hous during our stay) and served us us efully
in u1}:w.11t.y of interpreter,

Watlonal Library of Soo tlands ¥MS 1337
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I saw a sailor cut the ropes of a Catamaran

in a frolick and w»xp presently the whole wvessel
was dismembered, howevar, the amphibious owners
leaped into the sea and soon repaired her,

The Governor of this place would not
receive his majesty's troops, so we wre obliged

CALCUTTA to go for Bongal and on the iﬁth of August came

——=~ to an anchor in the famowr Rever Ganres ha lost
%2k but one soldier since ve left England, oon
after ve vire disaembarked and sent up the riwr
about 100 miles to Calcutta, the Company's
settlement situated on the banks of the river,
vhich oven here is almost a mile in Breadth, The
town is large, irrezular/and Ro;:ulou.s, lying in] (6\VY)
23 DyN.L, The houses are built very spacious,
vith flut roofs, a gr-at many windows and doore
for the bensfit of air and are generally well
contrived and make a handsome appoarance, This
settlement €farries on a very extensive trnde with
the other parts of Indla, and the many private
fottunes acquired here, {s a convineing proof
of 1ts immense riches,

The climate of Bengal, 1s perhaps as bad
as any in the universe, and remarkably fatal to
our countrymen, It abounds so much with standing
vaters and the Earth is so much impregnated with
salt potre that when the sun <warifics the water
the alr bocomes absolutely putrid and this
occasion the frequency of agues and putrid fevers,
In the winter season, mists an? fogs are very
frequent in the even{ngs ond mornings, wvhich are
very cold, yot the day is very hot, ’I‘he wvhole
country has a disaggrecable aspecct, so lon' that not
a mole hill is to be seen, full of woods and
thickets the hamt of tiyers, The proiuce of
Bengal, is wheat, rice and tropical fruits, Their
beef when some time stall fed, 13 good, the hid mnd
mutton excellent, cabbuge, pca e, beens and
other vegetables are good and in abund-nce during
the months of November, December, Janusry and
February, Their poultry tho' nicnt:y.is very
de:r and they have no fish, except wvhat their
river and ponds produce which are very bad,

It 1s a common obscrvation that the
English gentlemen finding unexpuotedl{hthis
country to produce ‘hat is common to them in
Enpglend, are too apt to indulge their appetites,
50 that it 1s bocomo a saying they live like
Englishmen, an! die like Rotten Sheep,

Of lighty four rank and file, which Ollf :
Compan comhtedinon our arrival, ve had but Lotf (524
thirty/remaining three months, A convinelng/ fe
roof how futal this climate i1s to Europeans,
most adult and rcbust,are most particularly
unhﬁ&lttvo
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The inhabitants of Bengal wear turbans
on their heads and a pioce of cotton cloth
rolled round their 1o¥.na, all the raest of the
body 18 naked, the better sort wear a habit
like a night gown,

They are divided into a gre:t nuwber
of tribes or casts, I mean the Jantoos , who
are the original possessors of the country,
the moors, (whose religion is mahomedan) are
mtmder’ omy.

The @antooa tho! Pagans, yet have a

Gonfused idea of one Supreme bot.n.‘ and a Nuture
Statey many of them adont the opinions of Pythazoras,
They are a sentle, harmless md ffensive people
adhuring strictly to their own antient ous toms
and mennsrs y notwiths tunding the moors , who
conquored them, are almost as numerous us

selves, Blmglo indecd in their dlet, but
not so in their eémpers , being greatly addicted
to over-reaching and they think it meritorious
to impose on a White man, They are slender
in their persons and very agreeably featured,
A vory barbarous customs prevails among them

e quite inconsistent with thol. ch.racter and Lhat
is, they burn the living wives, with their deceased
husbands, )

When the husband 1s 1s4d upon the pile,
his wife must stretch herself on hls body and
hor oldcst son, or noarest male relation sots the
first torch to it, GSeveral instances of this
happened while I was at Caleutta, If the woman
declines or absolutaly refuses to comply with
this custom, they won't compel but excommunicate
her, their iribo or castg after which life baecomes/ ({2
indeed a burden, so that the POOT unhappy woman is
forced to choose either to be burnt or to starva,

But this custom is observed by the better
Sorty only, it prevails most among the Banyans ,
who are Gomuonly, merchants,

I have often discoursed with the Banyans
on thls subjeet =nd they told me, as 1t was an
Injunctlion of their Bramenees or Priests, from
time immemorial, they thought themselves obliged
to follow the example of thelr Fathers on this,
as wall as every thing else,

s I8 If the sick 1s thought past recove (1
Sede AL Mmean among the common sort) they ecarry h:l.nr{o
~ 7 the rivex and after stopping his nose, mouth and
¢ars ‘- 1th meed, they commit him as yet liw ing
to the stream,

Ay .. - . ————— L
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I have seen nuubars floating at a time,
They pay “ivine honours to this river, The
fentoo mamer of taking an oath bafore a Court
of Judicature is odd enough,

Honder Codin “Tehinoy I once attended at a General Court

- nartial vhen sewveral of these peovle who had
taken up the descurter wer brought in, to give
their evidence, with a Bramence attench.ng them,
vho administered out pf a silver cup a sjoon
full of a certain horg, 4 water, which Zmd
having swallowed, they wished, ‘It might
pro:&their poison, if they did not tell the
tru

8hould any Huropean enter their houses,
they fuugine them to be then polluted, neither
will thag eat or drink any thing thot hus been
touched by Europeans or even moors, wvhom they hate
and not without reason, for they ure a lazy,
haughty people, oppressing without mercy vhere
they have any power, )

The trade of Bengal, consists chiefly in -
Salt Petre, musliné)silk handkerchiss, they export L+
likewlse a great quantity of rice,

ol ... e After a stay of five months, we left this

MADRBS Golgotha, and arrived at Madras in February 1762
with the miserable remains of our Company and
discases sticking to us, from which the change of
climate and skill of doctors, fresd a few of us
tho'! not in a short time,

Hadras or Fort S5t, Oeroge lies on the
Coast of Coromandel and situated in 13 D,N.L.,
a pretty compach well built town and extremely
vell fortified, The trade of this place is not
so flourishing as that of Bengal, but the climate
much preferable, The sea breezes cooling the
alr and the adjacent country is not incumbered
~1th woods und low shrubs, nor have they any
standing waters, yot 1t too has 1ts diseases,
which are chiefly fluxes, and an inflammation in
the 1iver, but in gamrni it 13 hea'thy, In the
months of May, June, July, August and September
the land or hot uimls blow very strong and are
viry troublesome,

This country produces very little wheat
and rice, and wxcept their fish, provisions in general
ure noither 8o good or plenty as in Bengall,
The country in gemeral 1s 111 peopled and 111
cultivated, The inhabitants dgrfar very 1itile
Trom those of Bengall, they seem to be the same
sort of peonle. We had the pleasure of the
ﬁabob'skmpany here for a few months lately and |(6sv )

——
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direction of their affairs/and even from theiy/((YR)
knovledge many thinges are suppressed,

Ve need not wonder at this when we
consider that all transactions in this eountrz.
are elther misrepresented, superficially related
or plausibly accounted for, and afterwvards
underzo a sc¢rutiny at the baata House, so that
the public is informed of no more than the
Hon' Company chooses to make known,

We may date the rise of their greatness

_ from the time the French were obliged to raise

Vorrte v (avaiccthe seige of lladxi!“ wvhieh happe on the 17th
[ ]

b =Y

Centre for Policy Studies

day of Feblruary )

From this period they have been advancing
with long strides go their present g:wor; and
their territory may for its extent ve

gro;:aﬂy termed the British Empire in the Bast,

or the rigt unierstanding what follows, it is
neoces sary romise that the cause of the lats
war between the two Company's of France and England
was the dispute vho should succesed to ths late
Nabob, his own son, Mahomed Ali Cawa or Chunda
Saiby a Grandee of the country,

The latter by dint of money got the French
to espouse his interest and the first applied
to the English, wvho undertook his cause,

This fate being now inseparable from
theirs, he saw himself in a wvery short time
stript of all his dominions and besieged with
his allies in their capital town of Madras, vhere
he remained a little @, and vas then conveyed
by sea to Negapatnam, a Du‘uh settlement from
vhere:he got to Trichinopoly in which there was
an English garrison, Here he “gathntly waited
the fate of Madras, The French were no soonar
obliged to raise the siege, than the English, now
Tre roed amr’%'d mdtg;.“ gsmrtuag %Elr(fs v
were oncé m on a 3V
enemies In %g f id.mm Sugcess 7 rogress of J
thelr arms 1s related at large in the Eistory of
the wvars in India lately published Td thavel ore
unneses sary to give any account off {.c .

Por this war, the undertaken on his bshalf
(and other political reasons by the by) Mahomed
Alli Cawn, could not for some time contribute
any support, The Company were obliged to ¢
it on at their own expense, but they amply indemmified
themselves afterwards as we shall see in the sequel,

e —— e -
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As they proceeded in their oonqustsl they
took the precaution to garrison every towa vith
their own tropps, so that when the 7rench wvere
cooped up in Bondichorry. they were iz actual
ossaession of the greater part of the Carnatick.
ft may not be im mzor here to obsarve, before

we procesd that he Letter Patent, granted

by g.u late Majesty to the Hon'lie Chmpany, they
were pormitted to cede, restore, or dispose of
such Xaxy fortresses, Jld’-rlou or territories
only, as they may have gsongiered from any Pringes
or powers in the country, it not of any possessed
by Hiropeans, till his Majesty's pleas ure shoudl
be known, As this is most particularly expressed
in the Letter Patent, we shall give a qotation of
that clauses

"and further we havae of our like

especial grace certain knowledge and
mere motion, given and granted and ty
these Presents; for us, our heirs and
s10qe3s0rs, do give nml grant unto

the said Company of Merchants of
fgland, trading to the Rast India)

that they shall and may bty any Treaty
or Treaties of peace made or to be

made batween them or any of their
officaers, servants or agents loyed
on their bghalf and any of the Indian
Princes or Governments to cede dlsiouu.ul)
offor restore any fortresses, 5 stricts
or territoriaes ac uired Wy conjuest from
any of the said Indian Princes of
Governments or which shall be asoqiired
in time coming, “ﬁ%ﬁ“ t].g%'u. that
the sald Company s no e any
power or anthority whatsoever to cede
restore, or dispose off any uttlna‘s.
fortresses, disiricts or territories

Nq; red from any .Pa.:nnnn.%m _
with/the special lisence and approbationln\
of us, our heirs and successors. "

The fortresses and towns which they rediced
was in fact & conquest from the #rench whose troops
compo sed the Garrisons and whose flag was displayed
on them all and a3 we have never heard the Company
have made any application to his Majesty for his
royal permigsion either to restcre theam to the
Kabob or k‘ﬂ possession themselves of those placaes
(as they still do) 1t i3 plain they have exceeded
their Patents and slighted his Majesty's amithority.

Mahomed All Cawn now without a competitor,
was universgally acknowledged Nabob, He ocould not
help howaver looking on himself as littlg bett =
than & nominal one, While all his ocitles were i
the possession of his 2ngland. aliles, and himsely
Ulmt an Army.
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It never was the intention of the Counsil
at Madras to deliver to him his lawful inheris
tance, The French amed with ambition,
conquered his country and the English after
expelling the French kept goruo of 1t, Undex

etonce they had conquered 1t from the French,

o force them to surrender 1t, was imposs ible,
He could not attempt to raise any troops for
vent of money andloall neighbouwring Potentate
to his assistance, would be oxsoun: his countyy
to all the miseries of war, and even supposing
him to be successful with such h!lg, new [ Luy)
allies would very likely prove as Dad, if no%
worse, than the old, for these despal
countries convenience and interest supercads
all other considerations, Dur Nabob, therdéfore
wimulf destitute of men and nomLmd

without any resource quietly submitted

to ths English yoke, In this deplorable condition,
he continued one year, and might have done %o
this day, but for a fortunate accident, whigh
raised hln in some degree from this low stabe,

The major part of the Council at Nadras
wvere for hmns possession and levying the
ravenue of country not only to indemn
then for the expenses of the war but as the
prope rty right of conquest, The Pres ident
(Mr. Pigot) and one of the Council (Mr. Andrews)
proposed howvever (because it was agreeable %o .
thelr 1:grmrm;. views) that the Nabob should be
pemitted to collect the revenues of his country,

This occasioned a violent centest and
after much debate, 1t was agreed to, that the
Nabob should have leave to levy the rents of
his dominions, provided that he would consent
to indemnify Ehm for the expenses of the war
and the damage Madras had sustained during the
siego, But still their troops were to keep
possession of all the towns and fortresses in
which thn{aworo then distributed, m{.un
this 4in their rccords, pres of h
country, The Nabob hav consented to these
conditions, they imwediatel 14ke true merchants
opened an accompt in their books, in vhich they
¢ ed him with all their expenses ccanmencing
Ao ear 1749 at vhich time his father kid
died 2nd the war broks out,

It wae in vein for him to dispute the

Eioo of their services, and the first year 1761,

paid 53 lacks of rupses wvhich 18 equal to (t7R )
£662,500 sterling, in 1762 33 lacks or £412,500
0 2000 ear 1763 34 lacks or £350,000, Besldes
this, in December this year he ceded a district
to them, the revenues of which amount to 370,000
Pogodes lor £148,000 snnually, In all, he pald

———— L
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them one million fuxx four hundred and twenty
thousand pounds sterling in the space of three
years and if we value the district he ceded

to them at thirty years purchase 4t will amount
to four millions, four hundred and forty thousand
pounds more, An astonishing sum vhen ve considep
that thely armuy never exceeded three thousand
Europeans and eight thousand seapoys and of that
number 2000 were his esty's troops, Yet thes
sum diminished his debit very little, and vhat

is s3till more surprising this country which he
yielded to them vas not redeived as payment of
any part of his debt, It is their maxim to find
a fresh article of charge, as fast as an old

one i3 paid off, #o that the Halobs debt in a
great measure resembles owr national dabt in
England never to have an end,

The Constitution of the country favouys
thes very much in these practices, When the
Nabob was pormitted to collect his own revenuss,
he parcelled cut his douinions to so many renters
or farmers ganeral, now it 13 usual with these

eople us they grow rich to aim at independenay,
Eu of th;: “dil.:yn:h’: gna ide fn g near ::io
orts parrisone ompany's troops,

those vho are remote and have no forces €o
ovaTheme them, are vo_rz apt to rebel and vhem) x>
it huppens, so (which/ troqmntg does) the
Nebob, having too small a forece his own . is
obliged to np:ly to the Governor and Council at
Madras for their asaistance to reduce them: for
wich they charge him ot pleasure, A

I.o{altgoand alleglance are terms unknown
in Indiey the Oovermment being despotie and the
change their princes so frequen ogcasiors,
that any grandee smongst them that 1s able to
maintain it mey raise an amy with facility,

0f this an m{anco lately happened and as i
served the campaign, some account of 1% may met
ba improper to insert hers,

LuuwH Ty Cne Usouff Cavn or Consail, a person who
& hac made a considerable figure in &n ubles
on the Coast of Coromandey, was, as is au%p‘oud
a native of the Nellore country, one of the
northern provinces of the Carnafick) of men birth
ard had been employed early in 1ife in some
meénsal services at Pondichery, but be of
an aspiring genuis, took to the profession of
armsy and in February 1752 was entertained at
Hadras by Captain (now Lord) Clive as a Subaday
and sent with a emg:rny of seapoys and a_large
daxk detachment of Huropgns wnder Gemsral Lawremence,
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to Trichinopoly, Durjng the years of 17852
17563 and 1764 and 1755, he sav aluost cons fant
service in the field, and by his very gallant
behaviour and superior judgement to Test
of his country men in military matters, raised
his reputation se high that he was nominated
Commandant of all the Company's seapoys, and
at the recommendation of General Lawrence, had
& gold medal given him a3 a distinguished :
reward for his abilities and good conduct, (‘")

In 1766 Usouff Cawn was sent with a
thousand seapoys and a company of Gbffers from
Trichincpoly into the Madurah end Tennevelly
country to assist Mauphus Cawn, the Nabob's
brother to reduce voms rebellions Poligars’y who
were in arms against him, But bafore his
arrival Mauphus Cawm's troops gonad vistory
over the Poligarsy after which he eantertained
a design of wswi the command of the Madura,
wd wade some attempts by force to ohlige
Uscuff Cawn to return to Trischinapely, %o
suw.ut the Dad efYeuts of Nagplws Cawm's desiga
olcael Caillaud who commandsed at Trichinopoly
murched with a body of FKuropean some seapoys
and Lwp guns the way of Narawvan country and
Jolned Usouff Cawn who had maintzined himself
in the Tennewelly, About the middle of March
1767 the united force proceedsd to Madurah
where Mauphus Cuwn had a strong garrison, The
redustion of this plaoce was attempted, first
by an kscalade, without succecs, aftervards a
battery wvas erected and breach made wvhich was
assgulted, but the sssdllants were repulsed,

The place was afterwards surrendered by the
Commander of the garrison upon condition that
rupees 170,000 or £ 21,850 should be paid them
for arreard, This sum Usouff Cawn who was to
be left in the country undertook to see paid
Colonel Caillaud then departed from Nsdurah o
Trichinopoly leaving Usouff Cawn Gowrmor of
that place, and his artillery behind him, Sowme
time after this, tho French undertook the seige
of Madras and a9 Colonsl/Cailland amd Major i (¢:V)
Preston had still t the field with flying
arties, Usouff Cawn's assistance with vhat

ce he could bring was thought necessanry wmd
he came accordingly with XR% 1500 or 2000
Seupoys, He continued in ¢ service till
the I'vench wvere driven from most of their
sonquests and cooped up within the limits of

icherry, then he returned with his se

Madurah In the end of the year 1760 being

appointed G overnor in form, by the Nahbod (much

* viLa.u‘cu) \‘ww\. ‘(\v-': 5
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against his inclination) at the reccmmendation
of Mr. Pigot, President at Madras (for which
Usouff Cawn afterwards proved very grateful),
But by an unaccountable oversight no Ewropean
troops vers sent along with him to take possesse
ion of the city, Usouff Cawn quieckly took

the advantage of this and as he formed the
country at ry easy rate, soon became
opuleat and powerful, A body of seapoys, who
had served the Company during the war, vere,
after the fall of Pondicherry reduced. these to
ths number of 3000, ¥e took into his servise,

This gave caufe of suspicion to the
Nabob, to whom Usouff Cawn had alw been
obnoxious ,jbut he pretended. that without he was
allowd such a foree, It vould be impossible for
him to keep the peopls under his govermmentg
in obedience,or collict the revenussas the
neizhbouring Polygars and Colleries wema very
turbulent, %The Nabob however continued very
Jealous of him and tho' he fre uently expressed
his apprehensfons to the Couneil, yet no notice
was of what he said, He insisted howeveyr
on ea increase of his revenue'and this Us CESRD
Cawn complied with for a short time, Meanwvh
he applied hiuzelf with assiduity to the fortifying
tha clty of Madura end scme other places in
the nsighbourhood, purech-sed from the Duteh
who hod nettlmxen%s on the Coast near him,
samaition ond ctores of all sorts.as he did
likewice from the English snd bought several
hundred horses which he mountad with his best men,

Hoving now a good force, he marched into
the Tenncvell y country, a port of his government.
against a Polygur Chief who refused to submit, but
he quickly reducad him, ‘The eapital of'this coumtry
called Puloam Cotty; a puace well situated by
nature, ha fortified at a great expense as he
did saveral lesser forta, His smbition now
incressed with his good fortune. sud upon some
slight mux pretence he invaded the King of
Trayancorescoutry, which extends frem the
borders of 'rnnnowily to the Malabar coast, but
meoting with a worm reception ~uilekly returned
again, Hs aftervards by his bounty and liberality
allured into his service a number of Frensh
soldiers ,who had escaped from Pondicherry and
taken shelter in different parts along the Coast
Some auong the Dutsh at Negapatam snd Some among
the Danes at their settlememt of Trinquebaw,

These wew mostly of [Jussars and
artillery meng the first he mounted and appointed
after their own mamner, B8ome French officers
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that had broke their parole, assisted him im
fortify his city and learn his troops

the use their amms, GSeeing himself now

at the head of a considerable force and his =
city in a good state of defence, he resolved lbi")
to shake off his dependance on {ie Nabod, By
this time his reputation became so high that the
Nabob took thealarm and inwisted on a second
increase of his revenues, which Usouff Cawn

refus to comply with he sampaX complained

to the Council at Madras,and demanded their
assistance to reduce this rebel, They began now
to think,that Usouff Cawn was growing too
powerful and therefore granted the Nabob's request,

Accordingly an expedition against him
vas set on foot : under the ecommand of our
Colonel the Hon'ble Mr, Monson,

On the 15th day of June 1763, our
regiment embarked at Madras (to save the men
the fatigue of n;rchtn{ in 0 hot a season a®
I&tahn;lmrolliblc) and landed at Fort 8¢, Davids

@

From vhence we marched to Trichinopoly
distant from Madras 250 miles and upwvards and
got there k ths 17th of July,

The day before we arrived, Major Prestem
vho commanded Company's troops assembled at
?richinopoly for this expedition, consisting of
three Companys of Europeans, one Coffre Company,
a troop of Hussars and two battalions of seapoys
with some zuns had been sent on tovards Madpas
to cleay the roads and establish magazines, On
the 2nd of August the regimemt followed with the
two troops of horse, two battalions of sea
and some field pleces; the heavy cannon
had been sent on a few days before, escorted
by a battalion of seapoys,

We had marchgd but two days vhen ve
entered the Tondemans country, an independent
Poligar in alliance with the Habob,

This country is extremely vood{m:nﬂ
barren, and altogether wild as imaginat can
form it., We were obliged to cut and snlarge . /°%)
the roads through these woods for our artillexy
to pass, we had marched four days before we

came to sny villasge, some few deserted huts
scattered al the skirts of the road, was all
the sign of bitants we could see, Ve
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en d on some small open spot, near to

a wor ool of water, whiogoindnd vas
extremsly bad, The fourth day ve arrived at
a village called Perrour, wherein there wvas

a Pagoda, Hare we had a magasine of rice and
an officer with some companys of sSeapoys was
left to take care of it,

On the 7th, we proceeded on our mareh
through a country not so well affected as
Tondemands , but equally barbarous, called the
Nelcotta country, As there was reason to
apprehend some attack might be made the
® so convenient for ambuscades, ’
vhich no amy had every mardhed, our Colonel
thought proper to muke dispositions against the
wvorst; and order of march vas much admired
by the oldest officers,

His extraordinary care and indefatigable
industry in leep his ¢ well supplied with
proviaions, examin strictly into every
department under his dircction and in preserying
the different petty Poligar chiefs steady te
their engagements reflect a great deal of merit
on his eonduct. but he suffered much in his
health, thro' fatigue and anxiety of mind, Ve
continu:d our march without meeting the least
interruption and arrived the l4th at s place
Trevindour; a Pagoda with a square wall and a
small Bast at each corner.f8n the ocutside
of this wall there was a hedie of thorns,
plaited together spo a3 to maks it an exgellent
defencey large sta-kes were driven into the ground
at convenient distances and the thorns move
between them, Here the enemy had a lurge
garrison, A few days before we arrived, Major
Preston with his party had besleged it, but :
the enemy) thought proper to retire in the night,.(70V)
He di4 not howover gain his point without a
considerable loss, for as he was reconnei
the fort with three ocom m{: of seapoys and
Hussars ; the enemy had §oo d several hundred
horse and seapoys behind & high bank directly
in the Major's way., As soon as he pereeived
them, he commanded the se¢._oys to a ce to
ths 'Bu.nk, vhich would serve them as a breast vork,
and fire regularly by platoons, assuring tuea
he would snstain them with his Hussars, He sead
to for a reinforecement and pointed out to
thc:n:L advantage of ground, But they terrified
at the enemy's numbers, fired their pieces
confusedly in the air, wvhich the snemy's horse
took immediate advantage off, charged in
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amongst them, broke m)ma out to picges
and vounded 150,

T he Major with the twenty Hussars
however made good his retreat and even conducted
a considerable number of the fugitives who had
rallied to camp, After halt here four or
five days, ve marched on, and Joined Major
Preston nov within fifteen miles of Madura,

Our vhole united force amounted to 1000 Europeans,
horse foot and artillery included and 5000
seapoys, Ve had likewise a great number of
Colleriss, of wvhem I must take some notice

before I proceed as they are mild savage pm..,
and their customs so widely different from

other Indians, They inhabit the woods and
mountains that male the pass called Natam

which 48 a shorter way from Trishinopoly %o
Madurah, than that we took; and the extent of
thiz pass is computed unpwards of 90 miles,

They g:l'n by plunder and rapine, and vhen they
meet but a few travellers together, they never
fail to attack and murther them; iF they ses
a considlerable body, they are shy and temorous (%O
and keep olose in their woods,

Thay are ghastly, meagre and trulz ETUSN
lsboripus/in their as cf. vearing no turbams/ La-berew
as the other Indians do,and they allow theilr
nails to grov as long a8 they cany they roll
a dirty ¢ 1out round their temples and loins
and their neapon is a pike, As oft as
kill a man, they roll some black feathers reund
the pike that has done the deed and he is
esteemed a great warrior that has most feathers,
They are very fond of their women if a
traveller loaded with gold and jewls can procurg tv<v
an old wvoman to be his conductor, they 1 not
ouly not molest himy but entertain him hospitably,
Tholr princes are o]'.oo tive and it is not the
son succeeds the father, but the grandson by a
daughter.ho right at all is allowed to the grand
children of the mele branch and if the father
should die without female issue, they proceed
to elecet a prince, and totally exclude the mals
children of the deceased, If any two of them
happen to 3unm1 and that they are married
are obliged by their customs to retire to thely
respective home'and put to death a male child
if they have any, if not a female  this dome
they meet agein embracs and bec-cme friends,
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On the 1st of September we again marhed
and the second day received orders /from the lims.\
of battle as soon as we came to the bed of the/(2R)D
river Vigo, which runs close to Madura, At
this time 1t was quite dry and the opposite
bank very steep and bushy,

Here we laid our account with meeting
the enemy, a8 they had every advantage of
situation and gould retrecat too with safety,

We crossed however without molestation and
encamped before the place, This ecity is very
lar’e and of a sguare form, The garrison oconsisted
of 200 Europeans mnd 500 seapoys, plentifull y
stored with amrunition snd provisfons, The
fortifications far exceeded report, the glacis
was very good and the lanade very fine; nothing
appesring to intercept © proagsct. for {\n
miles round about.a ditch near £ eot wide
and deep surrounded the town, vhich had likewvise
veveral good bastions, tho' there were but few
guns x mounted,

Our force was by this time greatly
diminishsd by &k sicknes=g the regiment consiste
ing of nine gompanaysidid not exceed 260, the
sriilley but 70, the two troops of horse and
the troop of Hussars, 140 and las the ploneer
company did not exceed 50, In all 860 Europeans,
of whiech only 720 could do duty in ths trenches,
A force by no means equal to the wndertalking,
Owr Colcial sensible of this applied for a
reinforeement, but no regard wvas paid to his
remons trances by (General Lawrence to whom he
applicd as Commander in Chief, He dotermined
hovever to besiege the place and to convince thea
at Madrgs of their mistake,

On the 3rd of SBeptember he went to wia Vit
the Eh“' agoompanied b{ all the Buropean and 3
black eava (which last were in the servige eofl (*"
the Nabob) a battalion of seapoys, a tht of
Kuropeans , and two field pileces, As drev
neayr the i‘ort, he parceived a largo body of the
endmy's horse and resolved to attaek them with
his cavalry, hijguns and infan be unable
to come up ﬁthebynaaonor e badness of
the ground, Unfortunately, pur cavalry wversg
terrified at the enemy's nuners as well as
reputation, and to this the ciroumstance eof
belng directly under the fire of the fort
¢ vatributed very much, They did not cbserve
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that the enemy forbore to fire from the fort,
for fear of hurting their owm pvople, bus
m’.l.\:; way to thelir pannick, after dlaghurging
carabines, they turm:!, as if by cons@.nt
to the right about, and galloped off; leaving
their commandant C‘.np’cain Donald Campbell (a
cool and :l.ntr!pia officer) with a few resoluts
men to the mercy of the enemy. Colomsl Monson
was shocked and chagrined at this and did a1
that lay in his powor to romedy the evil, but
to no purpose, fuglitives once indua aid
attempt to form again, but perceiving a few
of the enemy in pursult, betook themselves s
%gc;ond thg t',‘:’1'-0 ﬂightmand m;nrth;%tod {éll
came canp ving los or
in the retreat and’;. Subaltem officer, In
ths even Captain Campbell was sent back
by Usouff Cawa to whom e had baen well known
daring the time, Usouff Cawn had served the
Sompany, T-he Joy occasioned by the returmn of an
officer 80 wniversally csteemed, was a xoq? .
deal dapedﬁhm it was understood he wasi(1>R)
dangerously wounded, The enemy had surrounded
him,and his few followers, but had not the
courage to attack him til‘[ his horse dronped
then thoy fell upon him and ent him in lom&u
defferent places snd $he likewise received
a pistol lﬁot in the belly, However, by the
reat care and skill of his surgeon, ha recovered
the space of onw month. After this, we
bogan to prepare materials for the cary ying on
our approaches and on the 15th onened our trenches
under the lnspection of kEnginver Call famous fep
his Journal of the S5iege of Madras, msnrbod/
in the History of the wars in India lately
published,

He carried on his works in front of the
fort, by vhich neans they were flanked by the
bastlions on the right and left, but heppily the
enemy’'s guns were both fem and 111 served, szo
that they did us no great iischisf, VWhether this
wa: ati;adioimiu ndanminr ofhattaok:lnx z fort op
no se 8kille suaq siness are

ont Judgesy “m% we found 1&1& fnmwt:f-t and
erous,

We continuel our upproaches to ths very
Dite hy but being in want of a sufficiemt.of
materials for f1lling it up, as well as mén sand
wniunitiony, we could not proceed, and therefore
sbandoned the siege, on the &th ot Novemberj
having spent seven weeks in this fruitless
undertaldng, During the campaign his Majesty's
order for us to return to England, arrived, so
we left the Company troops to finish the slege,
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I have been since credifbly informed
that this expedition cost the Nabob two Lacls
and a half of 6es a month, vhich is equal
to £31,2350, so t for the hn months we
gontinued upon it, it must have cost him
£156,250 sterling, . p

("}3“)3‘:@ the transactions on the Coast of
Coramandel, let tales a view of those eof
Bengal, which will afford us no less ina gt
into the cenduct and affa irs of the Hon'
Oﬂpw. ° . v

In the year 1757 the them reign
Habob Bulajud Dowla was eposed by Col, Clive
after some signal defeats, and his prime
Minister Meer Jaffier Ali Cawn elevated to that
h station, who put his predecessor te death,
& state he greatly deserved, on accomt of his
[ and perfidious dis Ition. Meer Juffeir
as he owned his good fortune to the assistange
of the Company, so he granted tham all the
terms they required of him, and vas particularly
grateful Col, Clive,

He continued in peaceable possessign

of his throme, till the ycar 1760, vhen Mr,
Van S8ittart, a Counsellor of Madras arrived
take upon “E:n the Government of Ca{cutta.
gentleman, had from his youth been trained up

the any's service, and being naturally
acute 0301 tick and ambitious, soon became
oompI ous in Council at Madras vhere he held
a4 great svay,

He found soon after his arrival in
Bengal, that Meer Jaffier was a weak old man,
vory remiss in his Government and ontiul{
influenced by his croatures, Mr, Van 84t arg,
therefore, oontrig-d( but s Say it was his 3
predecessor UGovid Holwell)'depose hi, Be that /™ (14t
a8 it may, tis oertain Mr, Van Sittsrt executed
the scheme, JFor the purpose, he commenged an
intrigue with cne Cassim Ali Cawn, Prime Kinistey
to the Nabob and married to his dmﬁxtor, & man
full of Asiatick subtility smd ambi on, This
Cassim Ali was as rich as poverfull , glad to
find the English Governor, disposed to favour
his views; he let him to understand, would
not prove less grateful, than his predecessore
and o show he was in earnest, gave him g
8ilam, or g:atu,nt of twenty lacks of rupecs
or £ 550,0 sterling, but as the ccnsent of =
& Keajoatdy /in Counoll was necessary, a few lacks. <) -l
more were distributed among the Governor's friends,
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Boon after followed the deposition of Meer
Jaffier, whose palace was surrounded and the
surrender of his person demanded defore he knew
there wvas any mischief intended,

He was carried prisoner teo Caloutta
vhere he had quarters otted him and a pension
to 1ive on. B0 bold and 30 secret an enterprise
filled every one with astonishment, and therefore
that the affair might not be attended with
immediate bad consequences, Mr. Van Sittart
published his reasons, for deposing Meer J ¥
and elevating Cassim A1 to the thronme.

T-his performance tho' writ with the
derterity of a politician eontains very few
substantial reasons for so extraordinary a stop.
ﬂonﬁlomr things, he accuses Meer Jaffier of

ability to govern and a cruelty of dispositiong
that he defrauded his ammy of thn:lrugay. that
he made a practice of putting his s {;:tl to (74v)
death for very trivial offences, and word
nizihar shines throughout the whole plece,

But ve shall see in the sequsl that
this new Nabob of his own making, committed
these murthers much more mqmn{ly than the
former, for whiech he was never so much as
reprohended by this Indian king maksy, The
most ghuliblo reason of all that he alleges, sgains
Meer Jaffier.4s his carrying on a secret
correspondence wvith the D-uth, but vhether this
be trus or not, is doubtful at this day,

Cassim Alli Cawn now raised teo the
diginity of Nabob scon gave evident proof s
of his abilities, He wisely considered that
there might be about his person/as ambitious
of rule as himself and uycva a change of
G overmment at Calcutta; there possibly might
such revolution be contrived as nov happensed,
had seen Bulajud Dowla deposed, Meer Jaffler
raised and de od, and himself made Nabob, in
the speae of three years, and all these chnngl
he well knew wore broughf about by the irresistible
power of rupees, To sdcure himself therefore
in his kingdom and g:wmt the bad effects of
such machinations, applied assiduously teo
the regulating his Governmment; raising and
wvell forming a good and sscuring the pweysons
or cutting off, those w he had reasem to
suspect of treasonable practices,

The late frequent changes eof theiy
princes, and the remissness of Goverrment, had
80 vitiated the minds of the subjests that (5R)
every man pru possessed of riches,; aimed at

— e - — Py
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independency, Cassim Ali lmew this and as
they vere very mumerous determined to exerts
himself, many therefore were put te death
sccording to the custom of the asiatick
Governments,

In the former tg:rb of this Journal,

1t has been observed t Bengal, is a very
ulous extensive and rich coun and

‘1’:31 the rputure between Sulajud Dowla and the

English, mig;'nd gormmd peace, This enabled

the succeed b to comply with the

exprbitant demands of the Comp without .

getting into their debt or subkitting to regalive

their troops into thefr principal towns (of

what wvhich there are but few of any strengh

1a the kingdom) as happened to the Nabob of

the Carnatick,

Cassim All continued for the spaoce of
two yoars to proceed on his own plan without any
interruption, At the end of which thinki
himself strong enough to resist any attempt that
might be made against him, he «xsex resolved to
suppress someé malpractices carried on in trade
by the any's servants at Calgutta, andthis
lost him what he had been so anxious to preserve,

The former Nabob had granted a ligence %o
the Company's servants to trade in Hiropean goods
thieo! 1 his territories without paying any duty;
it in process of time this licence they extended to
the staple commodities of his country, sich as
tobacco, beetle and salt from which he drev the
best part of his revenues.

This soon became sich a grievance that many
of his sibjects complained they could not perform
thelir .nfngcmnta or ;;a,r him hig revemies, vhile
the in sh Jere permitted to undersell them in these

Guuwsodities, which they were enabled to as thay
paid no daties,

The Nabob rcgrount-d the case to the Governor
and Coungil/at Calcutta, and wmany warm disutuu-wsn
aross upoa 1t., After some time spent in alteration,
1t was agreed that Mr, ¥an 8ittart should make a
Lmrnoy to Muxca dabad, the r¢. ' ience of the Nabob,

t he returned vithout satisfying eithsr g:rty. and
it was oonttdantl{nr.portcd he meant only atch
up wattery till got an oppurtunity to go %o
Mmgland, The Company's servants at Ca outta were
very unwilling to give up so profitable a commerce,

and they thought it eqal toiwritten licence, %o
have baen pernitted to carry it on so long vit!nut
inter mpt huo

| ® = S,
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The most sangiine amongst them (Mr. Hllis)
who was Ghief of the Pactory at Patna, perceiving
matters were drawving near & rupture, determined to
be beforehand with the Nabob and accordingly in the
month of June 1769 without waiting to know the
issue of an Bubassy sent to the Nabob in the
person of Mr. Amyatt, or for any order from
the Council , made & Jisponiuon with 350 Ruropeans
and 3000 seapoys, to mirprise Patna the se
city in the kin o He effected this, ut
permitting his people to fall to plunder the
Command Lig Officer, in the place for the Nabob,
who had a little before retreated, meeting with
a4 reinforcement retumed and urpr!ud Mr. Hlis,
and out off or made grhonsrl of all his troops,
himgel f with many officaers belng taken. L

This precipitate condigt of Mr., Ellis, gwe
the Nabob a very falr and just pretence to hold
measures with the Mglish no longer, and being enraged
at thelr attempt on Patna, gave orders (%heak tho'
he never owned it) to sieze Mr. Amyatt and all
his Company as they were returning to Calautta.

Soon after he put them as wvell as Mr,
Ellis and hia gurty to death, their number
amounted in all to &8 officers and civilians, (767>

The news of this disaster filled them with
consternation at Caloutta., A Council wvas held to
delibarate on what measures thay should follow
for their common preserva tion, They exclaimed against
Mr. Vun Sittart for being so indolent in observing
the conduct of Cassim All singe he hid been made
Nabob,and for not aomr‘ronillnx matters when he made
a visit to them for that purpose. They acaiged
hin ofivarige and doubtle dealing; that while he
pretended to be indefatigable in his office for
the good of the Company he was conniving at the
Nabob's measires, and in short that he was no
better than & pensioner aua had besn bribed to
silence. MNr, gan Sittart retorted; that thair
obstinanoy in not uonplﬁna with the just and
reasonable demands of t abob wvhen he reqired
them to pay aity on ti.. staple commodities of
his oountry-as well as his own subjocts and the
unwarra ntable and hasty conduoct of Mr. Kllis,
had basen the ocoa sion of these misfortunes, That
he vas conscious to himself his behaviour all along
wa s trrgromhahlo which he hoped he would be at all
times able to make appear,

There wag & great deal of truth in the
allegat ions on both sides, tut ever after this
Mp, Van Sittart had little to say in Council,
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They determined however to make vigorous
efforts to eppose the Nabob's progress and
wocordingly applied to Major Adams, commandin
Col. Coot's regiment, an of ficer of valour s
conducty and happy was it for them they had this
roxi.nnl then in Bangal for tleir own troops vere
very few, I mea n Miropeans and very bad, distitute
of all dlnoiplnc, as they Ylamlr proved in the
engager-wat , under Nr, Ellis where they gave way
and run, whil st the seapoys stood their ground lnf v)
maintained @an obstinate conflict against)greater. *
numbers, HKajor Adam's force, the regiment and
Company's troops ingluded amounted to 100U Biropeans
2500 seapoys and 10 pleces of cannon, I shall here
again give an extract of a letter that I received
from a Captain in the Company's service, as it
contains an exact and brief account of the Major's
successful proceedings.

Dagca October 3, 1763

"Since my last to you of the 8th of Marsgh
there hus been a strange revolution in Beagal,
oar Nabob taken down, and the former Nabob (Meer
Jaffier) put up. How all this came about would
be tedious to mention at present, tut I must
acgalnt you that affairs bore a bad aspect, about
the first of July last when acoounts arrived of the
defeat of the Patna Party, consisting of 250 K ro-
peans, 3000 lllﬁt))’l. four guns and & Horvet, Thea
day following the Board received ascounts of thisg
place being lost as also Cassizbazar Faatory amd
a garty of seapoys, Mr. Amyatt had vith him being
attacked and dcf‘nal-d, hinself and all the gentl emen
that were with him killed and their heads makmx
sent to Mongeer to the Nabob.

“n this situation affairs stood , vhen
Major Adams marched with the army consisting of
1000 f_;% and file Biropeans 2500 seapoys and 10
gun s,

(15

He mat the enemy upon their march to
Calcutta, attacked them; took all their guns and
killed 1000, this hippened 19 July. Ha pursued
and attaclu:{ them again in thelr trenches neayr
Muxec adabad, the 22nd defeated them and took about
70 pleces o} large and small cannon, they then moved
about I Corse or 80 miles up the rfnr. wvhere they
met wich @ large reinforcement and waited for our
army at a place called Sooty, the Major came up
to them the 2nd of Agust in the mowming, and
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attacked them with much rmolutlonl,bthor defend ad
themselves with great Ur firmness, for four hours

all the time wit the reach of mmall arms and
grape, they had 24 fine brass field pileces mounted
and equipped in avery respegt as ours and well

served with about 100 Hrropeans of the Patna fastexy
party who they forced to work the guns by havin
peons with drawn swords ready to cut thom down

they di1d not point them well, they hid eight
complete Battulions of seapoys in the field, as

wnlE armed and disciplined as ours,with 30000

chosen horse. This formidable army was at last
obliged to leave the field after losing all thely
@uns, ammunition and 3000 of thelr best troops.

200 boats they had with them to push for Caloutta

in when they had beat our army, fell into our hands,

M
You would think thait after sich a total
overthrow as this, they would never face our army
again, but they did not retire above 15 course or
€60 miles further up the river then they met with
8 large reinforcement of men, guns and everything
they wanted, which determined them to mike another
stand, tut they thought with more security, for
they [ntruwhod thelir camp wfx so stroag that ther
seemed no possibility to come at them but,/ regular /i
approuchesyghich were accordingly begun and carried.(17v),
on from the 12th of August till the 5th of September
wien 1t was actually found that our guns could not
make @ny impression upon the fresh mided banks
they threw utm ipon which it was resolved to
attack a hill upon their right that very night
which was acoordingly carried by the Riropean and
seapoy grenadiers of the army, n}aporud the
pickets and they by the whole. re a territle
slazghter enmied for after the Hill was carried,
their own guns were turned on the enemy which made
great havoak,

“Tho{rhld no ﬁoulblc meuns to escupe s Ly
one single idge, whioh they had made over the
Canullah in the rear of their camp, and you may
easily judge vhat time an amy of near 50000 men
:rii(l; as many attenda nts wuld take to cross ong

g ds

“Phey lost 5000 men in this affair wvhich
has frightened them so muo I believe they
never look an xu-ogoﬁn in the face again and indeed -
I don't wonder at 1t, for the best troops in

Birope would be disheartened at so many miccessive
defeata,
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You ma. y judge in some ruspect with what
resolution these people fought and what our army
have siffered by the number of afficers killed
since tha beginning of .\ . which amounts in all
to twenty one commissioned officers; Just about
a third of the whole Corps. There has been in
all 300 pieces of artillery taken. Our army
i3 nowvw & Patna and I am pretty sare vill have
no more fighting this sea son.”

(Ecagsim Al Cawn, now no longer able %o
keep the fleld, retired with his treasure and
the scattered remains of his amy to the kingdom
of Oud, sitiated to the northward of Patuna, some
mndred miles, the siba of which place, affordod
him protection, thare he continues > waiting
withou t dou bt for a favourable opportunity te
be revenged. _

The Council at Calqutta novw masters of the
whole kingdom disposed of ot, to Meor Jatfier, vhom
they released from his confinement and raigsed onoe
more to be Nabob, To this Mr. Van Sittart never
gave consent. He 13 nov wa iting for an opgormity
to return to Mgland after having well nigh ruined
the Company's affairs, first Wy deposing Meer
Jaffier, from whose feable government nothin _
was to be feared, on the 3 ntrary so much ._Ltmnpx
of the Eanglish, that they nltht have extorted
from him what they pleased without drawing a sword,
sdcondly by overlooking or =x winking at the
spirited measuresef Cassim Ali, and thirdly by
disagreeing with his Council, the conseqi ence
of all wnich would have besn the expulsion of the
#glish from Bengal, at that fortunately one of
his Majesty's rczhut coumanded by an ug:rt
of ficer, happendd to be at Calcutta at ¢
commencement of the late hostilities.

Before we conclude, it may not be lmproper
to relate in what manner these gentlemen wwo have
the managemeat of the Company's affairs in India,
acquire their Private fostunes,and likevise touch (18V)
in general upon their characters.

We shall begin with the Governors, &s they
are first in rank and acquire the greatest fortunes.
As soon as he enters on his office, all the great
people of the country, from the Nabob downwvards
either come in person or send their rmruentatlvu
with a silam, or present, which is an antignt custom
used in India, to procure frieandship or good will
und when they have any favour to ask they first
offer their 8ilams and & refusal is deemed a
very great affront.

—— e e e——p— o —— e
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These presents to the Governor senerally
4mount to very lurge sums in so mugh that the
Goveranment of Mudras hus been known to be worth
L£10,000 the first day. MBit as the Governor 1is
& good deal ciroumsoribed by the Council, it g
re ulsite that they should be silamed likewvwise,
tho' in smaller sums,

The Company allows the Governor of Madras
£3000¢ and the Governor of Calcutta £ 000, per a-nnum,

A moderate salary enough when we consider
how expensive living is in Indial Hit the other
sarvants of the Company have scarce any allovanag
at all, In Madras there is little or no trade
thersefore we find the Council wmore obsequious éo
the Governor than they are in Bangal y vhere commerce
flourishes,and where independence is sooner acqiired.

Most fortunes ure made at Madras by the
interast of money which ig very great; eight per
cent 13 the lovest and I have known it at Ev“ sent
frepently at 2¢ and 18, But the most lucrative
ugine3s 1s that of Nalob making, when the Preach
were expellaed from the Coast of Coromandel, and
the Naibtob intirely at the meroy of the President
and Council of Madras, we have seen the Goveragr( ')
and @ Counnellor espouse his interest wad prevail
with the majority to permit him to levy hig own
raveaues. for whioh he proved very grateful to the
Governor Mr. Rigxek Pigot.who 13 now zons home
with a fortung of £ 900,000 or thereatouts all whigh
he gt since tha taking of Pondicherry in 1761, a
$paco of three years only,

This gentleman was remarkalle for his
indolence and expensive living ,and tho' he regeived
with an opea hand the gifts and liberality of the
N4bob, vet ha did not saruple at the sams time
Lo accept the silams of Usouff Cawn, ths rebal
of Madura,

Usouff Cawn, when basieged by our army,
and desired to give up ths plase daslared he would
not, becar s he had conqueraed the country and bou ght
tha sity at the price of 170 000 rupees or £21250
8 Serling, which the .gmnum at Madras knew
very well, thase werethe very words of his letter
to our Commanding Officer. Now it 1s worthy
observation that Mr. Pleot was wxlremely averse to
the cﬁsdiuon dgaingt this man, t finding the
Council (where his influence wais declicing fast)
vere not to be deverted from it, he acqilesed,

A fsw months after, he signified his intentica
to the Nabob, of going home who condescended to
gome and take farewall of him in Madras. But he met
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with a reception from Mr, Pigot he little
expected, I have heard it from vory good
anthority  that he very abmipdly as well as
ungratefully mvolfhnd agiinat the Nabob fup
coming to extraseties with Usouff Cawn, He
confirmed the truth of the saylng, ona cannot
serve two masters. As he had agoapted the silamg
of Usouff Cuwn and the Nabobd too, could not
oblige the one without pr:{:dloo to the other: and
he ascordingly preférred syt Goythe first,probahl
because his silams were more frequent, Uiqv)

We have gean the Govarnor of Bengal (M,
Van Slttart) recaive £230,000 for deposing one and
setting up another Nabob, which snd the other presents
he rezeived ha has 30 well improved that he 1s novw
golng homs with a fortune computed to be upvards
of T600,000, 411 this tra.surs he a3@iired from
the ponth o; September 1760 till thfs month of
February 1764, a space of thraee Jears and four monthg,

It 13 sald that power 13 often attunded with
pride und insolence, how justly the b any's
sarvants in India goufirm this obsarvat ony may
be Judged from tha following anecdotes,

A gtleman whose name was Ormé, ong of
the Council, in the year 1758 a little befors the
slega of Hadras (where tho Nabod was obliged to
reside) -(belng stript of all hisg country) weant
privatily) to valt unon the Nabob and taking him
into tha gardan, told him that he hoped by the
interest of his friends in England to be very scon
nhpolntod Governor, and that the might depend at
all Ciwas on kis fr!md:hig and services, lt
in the meantime reqasted tha favour of
Pagodas or 28000, The Nabob a good deal surprised
at kk his extraordinary assurances, thanked for
his good intentions, it assured hln he vas not them
worth as much money in the world,

The Counsellor was not to be put off so and
tharefore insisted on a compliance with his demand
threatening to use his utmost endeavour to hurt hig
interest both at the Board, and by writing against
him to the Directors at home, The Nabob wvag
weak enouigh to be terrifisd at his menaces, and
a0t1all y offered him one half of his demands
protesting with tegr 8y It was all he then haa
in his coffers. Bt the ingsatiatble Counsgsllor
tl‘:lnkiuumimﬁ.ncaro, réfised to aacept anything) (tor)
le:s ¢ his first Aemand, whioh so enraged the
¥abob, that he went immediataly to Governor Pigot
and wish & flood of tsars aohplalnsd}Hr. Ormg hadw. o

m———
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with a reception from My, Pigot he little
expected, I have heard it from vory good
althority. that he very absurdly as well as
ungratefully lnul.fhod against the Nabob for
coming to extremeties with Usouff Cawn, He
confirmed the truth of the saying, ona cannot
serve two masters, Aa he had agcepted the silamg
of Usouff Cawn and the Nabod too, could not
oblige the one without prejudice to ths other: snd
he accordingly prefdérred the .-+~ &g ,the first probably
because his sllams were mare fregqent. U iav)

We have gean the Govarnor of Bengal (Mr,
Van Sittart) raeceive £230,000 for deposing one and
setting up another Nabob, which and the other presents
he rezelved he has so well improved that he 1s now
golng home with a fortune computed to be upvards
of T600,000, all this traasure he acqired from
the month o* Jeptember 1760 till thfs month of
Fabruary 1764, a space of three years and four months,

It 13 sald that powar 13 often attended with
pride and insolence; how justly the Company's
sarvants in India confirm this obsaervation, may
be Judged from the folloving anecdotes,

A gemtleman whose name wus Orma, one of
the Coungil, in the yeur 1758 a 1little bafore the
sloge of Hadvus (wherve tha Nubobd was obliged teo
rntdo} -(belng stript of all his country) weat
privately) to valt upon the Naibob and taking him
into tha garden, told him that hg hoped by the
interest of his friends in Mgland to be very soon
«prointed Governor, and that the might depend at
ail tiwas on ris friendshilp and services, mt
in the msantime reqasted tha favour of 20000
Pagodas or <8000, The Nabodb a good deal sirprised
at &k his extraordinary assurancesd, thanked for
his good intentions, tut assurud him he was not them
worth as much money in the world.

The Counsellor was not to be put off so and
thorefore ingisted on a compliance with his demand
threatening to use his utmost endeavour to hirt his
interest both at the Board,and by writing agalnss
him to the Directors at home. The Nabob wvag
weak enough to be terrified at his menaces,and
agtuall ¥ offered him one half of his demands
protesting with tesrs, It was all he then had
in his ¢.offerg, Rt the insati.ule Counssllor 2
thinkingur‘umi\malncare. refised to accept anythingl(Ecr))
lesg ¢ his first Aemand, which 80 earaged the
Nabob, that hs went immadiately to Covernor Pigot 3
and wi*h a flood of tears cokplained Mr., Orme hadw..:»
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him worse than 1if he had been a coolie (a coolie
1s a person that,does the meanest & offices for
hire). Mr, Ormes behaviour was 80 gross and
unprecendented thut he was dismissed from the
Council and sent home to mgland,

Hig Majesty's troops to .whose saervices
they owe their vory existence have during the
course of the late Jar, met with sush treatment
from these Gentlemen as deservas particular
notice. I shall therefore mention two only of a
thousand instances,

In 1759 (Major Brereton), the Commanding
Officer of Col. Drapers Regiment and at this time
Coummander in Chief of the army, had, vhile they
lay at a place called Conjeveran, sent out a party
to collect some cattle; & small part of the

acent country was the property of the Company ,
which the Nabob had some time bufore ceded to
them and whigh they had let to a fenter, The
arty that was sent out maude no distinction
Eowwa'-of places and acoordingly carried of f vhat
cattle they could find to a considerable number,
and brought them to Camp., A few days after Major
Brereton was obliged to laave the army. on agcount
of his health and go to Madras, the Command then
devolved on the Hon'ble Major !zo
who was likewise obliged to follow Major Brereton
in a few days, to confer with him on the state
of affairs, In the meantime/the inhabita nts of L &oV)
this 1ittle district made grievous complaintg to
the renter that they had besn plundered by order
of the Commanding Officer.and that they could
not be answerable for payment of their rents.

Major Monson had just got the Coumand when thig
compaint was made K and the renter believing the
ordg grg:udo& t’ron“hin “l’it to ghgo Ogunciu

a 8 m, or Monson en rr-ive
aganadras as aoyn 13 the ucou&psguon.md meoting
with Mr. Van 8ittart, then one of the Council, wvas
asked by him, 1f he had given mich an order.

MaJor Monson assured him on his honour he knew
nothing of the matter. The Major stayed three
days only in Madras and the: returned to Camp, sent
for this renter and asked,Xim how he came to make
sich a complaint againgt him,

The reater rﬁled, that as he had refused
the silam or present had offered him some timg
agoy he deemed him his enemy .and had on that
dgcount the more readily believed him to be the
person who gave out that order. The Major provoked
at this answer as vell as with many complaint s made

Y
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to him of this fellow's Sruelty to the poor people
under his jurisdietion, told him that if ever ha
complained aguinst him again to "he Qoverngy

and Council.,or 1if evea he received any more
Compalints of his oppression, he would first

flog and then ocut off his 6ars. The renter
greitly offended at thig went down to Madras

and represented Major Monson's behaviour in the
wrst 1ight to the Council, particularly to My,
Van sittart by whose interest he had been appointed
ranter,

Credit was :iven for a conjideratls timg
to this fellow's story, and many lhaﬁ letters
padsed between the Counoil and the ajory, in whigh
they made use of this remarkable oxprlss{on, that (5'%)

they were the sovemigns of Iniia, if he presumedl * ) '

to maltreat any of their servants they would sonvince
him, They even wrote to the Court of Directors
against Major Monason, who Delieving their sergants
had been 111 used, carried their resantoent so

far as to go to Mr, Pitt and lay their complaint
before him, The Minister not choosing to disohlige
them, of fered to recall Mr., Monson it they knowing
by experience,how needfull for thair interest

sugh an offiger was in Indl a4y did not choose to
“4ccept Mr, Pitt's most grucious offer.

Some time before thigs hippened, Major
Brerethion had accepted a silam or present of money
from this renter t having disagreed soon after,
about some u;:glfn for the camp, Major Brereton
sent for him his tent ,and the feliow bein very
Inscient, the Major laid hold of the bag with thig
monay and ... at his head bedding got
dbout his buginess,

The renter write a lagtter of complaint
lmmediately to his friend, Mr. Van Sittart who
without taking time to enuire into the d'l'au.
wribes a vary sharp and unbecoming letter to
Major Brereton, when the Major usked him aftervards
how he could believe such a fellow so impliecitly,
and write him in such sc.orilous terms, all the
answer Mr, Van Sittart made him, was,that the Haior
mist alwiys muke a distinetion betwoen his publia
and private gharacter, («\v)

Upon the fall of Pondicherry, a dispute
arose batwaen the Govermop's Counaeil at Madpas
and Colonsl Coote, who commanded the Army.
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The Colonel was for kKeeping possession

of the place till His Majesty's pleamire should

be known,and the Council were for destroying it
immediately. To put an end to the matter, Governor
Pigot/in person to Pondicherry and told [ocame
Col. Goote,that if he would not deliver up the
place, he would dismiss imnediately from ths Army
all tfn ssrvants of the camp in the Company's

pay withedraw their troops, stop payment of the
ratuity given by the Company %o His Majesty's
oraces (this gratuity is an allovance to make up
the difference between the pay of the Company's
troops and His Majesty's) and bid him in & very
peremptory manner; subsist his troops as he could
for that he would give him no assistance vhateeever.
He aven ylelded to his passion so far, as to say

they should starve before he would give them any
rallef,

A speech,of which the Colonel took no further
notice than by complying with his demand.

fort 9t. Usorge lst May 1 764
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