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De, if they are not already, prepaml to second any attemgt, if not to act in conjunc-
tion with them. This inference 15 so natural, that nothing but the utmost forgetfulness
of ourselves can make us careless on that hand. But if there be violent presumptions,
nay, apparent evidences, that some great matter is brewing among them, 'tis no less
than desperate infatuation to lie secure and negligent under such threatening dangers
in our own bowels. It is not unknown to you, how great a number there are of French
refugees in and about this city, who are in full union with their brethren in the army ;
nor what military authority and power the Duke of Lemster, their countryman, hath
in this kingdom ; nor can it be doubted but he hath great authority and influence over
them, and manages them according to such methods and councils as may best answer
the ends which are driven at: That accordingly most of the French retugees, who are
able to bear arms, are actually armed and listed under distinct officers, and of whom the
caid duke is chief; that there have been several sums of money distributed to them,
and some in particular by the said duke, in all probability to supply themselves with
weapons, to use upon such occasions as they shall be called to, when opportunity
serves; that, in pursuance of this, several thousands of arms have been made and
Dbought up by them ; and that, in particular, one gunsmith in the Minories contracted
with some of the French refugees for 500 case © ristols, of a size shorter than holster
Sistols, and which he accordingly made, and hal of the money was paid him before-
Laud, and the rest at the delivery of the pistols: And that other gunsmiths in the Mi-
nories had full employment from the same hands, in the same work ; and, 'tis said, they
have not bought up less than 8000 of these cases of pistols. It is here matter of your
serious consideration, what use these kind of pistols are to be put to. It is certain the
are not for employment in the field ; and it is as certain they are fitted for the wor
they drive at; and we shall leave it with you, whether it does not portend some sud-
den and secret execution of a barbarous nature. That accordingly several threatening
eneeches have been given out, that some persons, at a certain time, should have their
thals cut; and some of them are grown to that confidence, as to make particular
threatenings, which shews they are almost sure of their design. A French minister
sent several letters to a very considerable clergyman, threatening him, that he was a
dead man ; that he was to buy a halter for himself, that there was a gallows prepared
for him, which he must first ascend and mount. Further yet, that there have been, not
long since, 700 tickets, of mysterious figures and characters, scattered about St Ann’s
parish, among the habitations of the French refugees, and thrown into several houses,
which plainly import some secret and mysterious design. And, to close up all, there
are almost every week great numbers of 'rench refugees, and other foreigners, brought
over hither from beyond the seas, on pretence to go and inhabit in Ireland, who, not-
withstanding, are kept in England, and, no doubt, to augment their forces and
strengthen the confederacy. .

And now, gentlemen, you that are the trustees and represextatives of your country,
we intreat you impartially to reflect what these things mean. Is it not apparent that
a design is hatching, and a greal storm gathering, which, when it breaks, may over-
whelm you and your posterities, if not revented? Is it possible for you to believe our
lives, liberties, and estates safe in such circumstances? Did ever a wise nation suffer
foreigners to become formidable in their own country? Look into the records of time,
and see if there be one single instance in the whole world, where strangers had gaine
power and force enough, they did not make use of it to advance themselves and rum
the natives? Was there no visible ground of _L*a.luusy, the very nature of the llifﬂ%
would alarm your uttermost caution : And you have, besides that, the experience of al

ages to quicken your councils in this case.” But when men of separale councils, mea-
sures, and interest from yours, when they are armed with powerand number too, when
there is apparently a bold design actually formed, and run through the whole party, in
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such a case the danger is brought home to your own doors, and 'tis high time to awake
out of sleep, and to apply your utmost wisdoms to the providing a speedy and effectual
remedy.

5. We have but one thing more to trouble you with, though it may not seem grievous
in the nature of it, yet in the consequence it may be a more dreadful miscarriage than
any of the rest; and if you do not remedy this, you can remedy none of the other;
and that is, the pestponing the redress of grievances to the giving supplics. This is
Jodged in your own house, and you have Ditherto fatally laboured under it; you your-
selves know, by the experience of your former sessions, and all the kingdom knows,
that so soon as you have given our money, the court hath done with you, and our
grievances remain the same, or grow greater, and you rise re infectd ; you have done
the business of the court mdeed, but not that of the country, and so your great trust
is but half executed, and the least half too. The question therefore ﬂcre is, not con=
cerning the nature of things, or the preference of one before the other, (though yet we
believe the redressing our gricvances is every way as necessary 10 our welfare as, if not
preferable to, the giving supplies,) but concerning tlie order of time. We pray you let
that be done first which otherwise will not be done at all. We are sure the court will
permil you 1o sit to give money : And we are as sure you will not sit to redress our
evils, if you give that firsst. Money will be welcome first or last; but our grievances
must be remedied first, or never.  Let your time therefore be suited to the occasions,
First examine the state of the nation ; consider the miscartiages at sea and land, and
apply effectual remedies to the respective miseries we groan under, and then we shall
more cheartully part with our money.

And thus we have presumed to lay before you some part of those manifold miscar-
riages our unhappy nation hath lately felt, and still feels the smart of, and which we
humbly conceve highty require your consideration. We hope this humble address will
not be unacceptable o you; and we are sure we have herein done our duty to God, to
yourselves. and to our country. However, if our humble supplication will not deserve
the thank- of the house, we persuade ourselves the subject matter of it will deserve your
care, which is the utmost aim of

Your humble petitioners,
he Commons of England.

An Account of some Transactions in the Honourable House of Commons, and before the
Right Honourable Lords of the Committee of the King's most Hanourable Privy
Council, relating to the late East-India Company. 1698,

Sabbati, 6 die Februarii, 1691,

The years 1692 and 1608 were, among other momentous affairs, distinguished by a struggle be-
tween the vld East-Indie Company, incorporated in the reign of Queen Elizabeth and those
who wished to establish o new corporation for the same monopoly. Various cum'piuiuls and
objections were urged against the company in possession, to which they made, in the Conven-
VOL. X 41
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tion Parliament, the best reply their case admitted. Theanswer was not, however, deemed salis-

factory, so that, in the subsequent parliament, it was resolved lo dissolve the existing company,

yet in such a manner as to give those interested in it the option of holding the new bargain, in
case they should judge it advantageous to continue the trade and monopoly upen the terms pro-
posed Lo them by government, 'ﬁ?e matter was accordingly referred to the privy-council, by

a vote of the commons, which purported, * That a humble address be presented to his majesty,

to dissalve the present East-Indiu Company, according to the powers reserved in their charter,

and to establish another company for t[;?zne:elter reserving the trade to this kingdom, in such

manner as his majesty shall see fit.” The matter being thus left to the management of the mi-

nistry, the Earl of Nottingham transmitted to the company the following resolutions, as the

ccn:f‘iliaus settled by the lords of the council. But, far from ucc‘niel.cin;i;c:‘l:e company retarned
an answer, combatting each arlicle adopted by the privy-council, and labouring to shew that the
constitution of the present company could not be amended. Aund thus the matter was delayed
during that session of parliament. .

In the session 1693-4, the company seemed yet more near lo dissolution, for they had actually
forfeiled their charter, by neglecting to make regular payment of the tax imposed upon their
stock. ‘This was no sooner known than their adversaries thronged to parliament with petitions
and nddresses, praying that the opportunity might not be neglected. But so well did the com-
pany know how to plead their cause, both with the ministers and in the House of Commons,
thai, in despite of all opposition, they obtained a new charter. As this was supposed to have
been purchased of the ministers, the disappointed merchants broke forth into loud oulcries
against the government, and appealed to the people, by publishing the following journal of the
transaction, There afterwards appeared, on the books of the company, no less than 170,000
for secret service-money, which was believed to have been expended on the present occasion,
in bribing courtiers and members of parlisment.

Resolved,

Tuar an humble address be made to his majesty, to dissolve the present East-India
Company, according to his power reserved in their charter, and to constitute another
East-India Company, for the better preserving the East-India trade to this kingdom,
in such manner as liis majesty in his royal wisdom shall think fit.

TResolved, That the said address be presented by the whole house.

Jovis, 11 die Februarii, 1691,
Mt Speaker reported to the house, That he did yedterday present to his majesty their
humble address, touching the East-India Company, and that his majesty was pleased
to express himself to this effect :

“« That it was a matter of very great importance to the trade of this kingdom, and
that it could not be expected that he should give a present answer to it; but
that he would take time to consider of it, and in a short time give them his po-
sitive answer.”

Upon which, some time after, the company having first agreed to submit to such
regulations as should be made, and declared their submission in writing, the Right Ho-
nourable the Lords of the committee of his majesty’s most honourable privy council,
to whom that matter was referred, agreed on these following propositions, which were
sent to the company, (viz.)
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Propositions for regulating the East-India Company, from the Right Honourable the
Earl of Nottingham, their Majesties principal Secretary of State.

Propasition 1. The fund to be made up 1,500,000 at least, and not to exceed two
millions,

Prop. 1T. The stock of the present com pau;f' to be part of this fund, and to be rated
at 744,000L, if they can give security that it shall effectually ]iroducc that sum, or else
at so much less, as they will engage to make good, after all debts paid, and satisfaction
made to the Mogul and his subjects, against whose pretensions the new stock to be in-
demnified by like secunty.

Prop. 111, That the said stock of the present company shall be brought home any
time within years, in the ships abroad, or those to be sent on account of the
new stock, paying the same freight, and disposed of at publick sales, by the members
of the present company, and the nett proceed thereof to be taken as part of the
7440001 as shall also the value of their forts, &c. to be estimated by indifferent per-
sons, and put into the hands of the charter company ; but after day, no
goods to be exported to the East Indies on account of the old stock.

Prop. 1V. That whatever the quick and dead stock shall thus produce more than
741,000L shall be divided wholly between the members of the present company, pro-
portionably to their respective stocks. _ ol

Prop. \} Books to be provided for new subscriptions, within
and then the books to be closed.

Prop. VI, 1f the subscriptions exceed two millions, each subscriber to be reduced
proportionably, till the whole make but two millions.

}’rap. VIL. That every subscriber pay in his money upon pain J

Prep VIII. No one person to have above 10,0004 in this stock, in his own, or
others name in trust for him; and every subscriber shall make oath accordingly, and
that it is his own money.

Prop. 1X. That every member of the present company, who hath above 10,0007
stock, shall sell forthwith the overplus, at the rate of 1004, for 100/ but so, that if the

_ whole nett proceed of the present stock exceed 744,000L this overplus shall go to the

person that hath sold his overplus stock, proportionably to the share he had before such
sale.

Prop. X. No person to have a vote, that hath, in his own right, and not in trust,
less than 500L stock, mor more than one vote, unless he hath 4000/ and then two
votes, and if 60004 three votes, 8000/ four votes, and 10,0004 five votes.

Prop. X1. All members of the present company, and new subscribers, to be incor-
porated by the name of =l

Prop. XIL All who have, or subscribe 500L stock, to meet and choose a governor,
deputy, and twenty-four committees, to manage the trade ; none to be governor, or
deputy, who hath, or hath subscribed, less than 20004 stock, nor committee
10001, stock.

Prop. X111 The governor, depuly, and committees, to be chosen every year; and
if any die within the year, others to be chosen by a general court.

Prop. X1V, The governor, deputy, and committees, to take the oath of fidelity, &e,
and also an oath for the faithful discharge of their trust,

Prop. XV. That every one purchasing any stock shall take his freedom, and before
his admittance pay for a fine, and take the oaths appointed.

Prop. NVI That all free of the tormer company, or capable to be so, and all sub-
scribing to the present stock, shall be admitted graris,
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Prop. XVIL. That the company hereby established may make bye-laws for their
better government ; thut no bye-laws shall be binding to the company bt such as are
amjwcd by a General Court of Adventurers, and are not repugnant to the laws of the
land.

Prop. XVIIL That every general court and committee be called by the governor,
or deputy ; at all which the governor, or deputy, shall be present, and in case of equa-
lity of voices, shall have a casting voice.

Prop. XIX. That the company shall enjoy the sole trade to the East Indies, in the
several countries lying and being between the Cape de Bona Esperanza, and the
Streights of Magellan.

LProp. XN. That it shall not be lawful for any, save the said company only, directly
or indireetly, to trade within the limits granted to the said company, on pain of for-
feiling:

Prop. XXI. That no licence, or permission, shall be granted to any persons, or
ships, to trade to the East Indies on any private account, and that all such permissions
shall be void.

Prep XXII That there shall be no Trivatc contract for the sale of any goods, but
they shall be all sold in publick, by inch of candle, for the company’s account.

Prop, XX That no lot of any goods to be sold shall exceed the value of 500/

Prop. XXIV. Every vear Lhe company shall deliver to their majestics use 500 tons
of saltpetre, at per Lon, if required, the refraction not exceeding

Prop. XXV, That the compuny shall yearly export to the East Indies not less than
the value of 100,000/ in goods, of the product and manufactures of England,

Prop. XX V1. That all dividends be made in money.

Prop. XXVLL That no dividend be made without leaving the original fund, or at
Teast 1,500 0004 besides wliat is necessary to pay their debts.

Prop. XXVIIIL That the said company's accountant keep a book to enter the value
of the stock upon oathi, to lie open for the perusal of all persons concerned.

Prop XXlk That all transters of stock shall be registered and entered in a book,
to lie open to all persons concerned.

Prop. XXX, That the said joint-stock shall continue for twenty-one years, and no
longer.

Prop. XXXI. That a book of new subscriplions e laid open for a succeeding new
general joint-stock, betore the expiration of the said twenty-one years appointed for
this stock.

Lrop. XXXII. That the company be oblized, for the better and more secure carry-
ing on of their trade, to have ships of their own,

To which propositions the late company, on the 28th of May, 1692, put in their
answer in these words, viz.

The * humble Answer of the Governor, Deputy-Governor, and Court of Commiltees of
the East-India Company, to a Paper of Propositions for ch wlation of the Ease-In-
dia Company, receiced from the Right Honourable the Earl of Nottingham, their Aa-
Jesties principal Secretary of State,

Propesition 1. The fund to be made up 1,500,000/ at least, and not to exceed Lwo
millions.

* Though (as appears by the style) it is rather, The insclent Answer, &c.—Orig. Note.
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Angwer, The company do bumbly aver, and are ready to prove, to the king's most
excellent majesty's satisfaction, that their present quick and dead stock and revenue
15 of more real value than the said sum of 1,500,0000

Prop. 11, The stock of the present company to be part of this fund, and to he rated
at 744.000L if they can give security that it shall effectually produce that sum ; or else
al so much less, as they will engage to make good after all debts paid, and satisfuction
made to the Mogul and lis subjects, against whose pretensions the new stock to be in-
demmified hy the like security.

Auvsiwe. The company recommending their righteous cause to God, and his majesty’s
known and famous justice in the whole course of his happy life, say, That the value of
every thivg is what it will sell for ; and their stock, under all the calumnies and per-
secutions of their aidversaries, now currently sells for 1504 per hundred ; and they
kuow, and can prove it to be intrinsically more worth than that current price: But
they know no law or reason why they should be dispossessed of their estates, at any
less value than they are really worth in ready money, by all the measures any thing is
valued in any part of the world,

They humbly say, as to security, they know no reason why they should give secu-
rity for theic own esiates.

They affirm, “That they owe not a penny to the Great Mogul, or any of his subjects,
other than ther running accounts with their own banyans and brokers, which are
changing taily, like merchants running cash in a goldsmith’s hand.

Although the company owe nothing to the Mogul, as aforesaid, yet the bare men-
tioning any such thing by a publick act of his majesty, would be enough to persuade
him to invent demands upon the company, for transactions and pretences done in ages
past, before any of the present adventurers were born; and therefore that part of the
proposition seems manifestly impossible as well as unjust, neither the Mogul nor any
of his subjects having miade any complaint to his majesty of the company’s being in
debt to him or them ; that being only a suggestion of the interlopers and their adhe-
rents, not only now, but for many years past.

As 10 that hypothesis, if they can give security, it will not hecome the company to
say what they might of their own ability, or the ability or disability of their adversa-
ries ; they are on both sides well known upon the Exchange.

Prop. 111, “That the saud stock of the present company shall be brought home at any
tinie within years, in the ships aliroad, or those to be sent on account of the
new stock, paying the same freight, and disposed of ut publick sales by the members
of the present company, and the nett proceed thereof to he taken us part of the
744,000 as shall also the value of their forts, &¢. to be estimated by indifierent per-
sons. and put into the hands of the New Churter Company : But after days,
no goods to be exported to the East Indies on account of the old stock.

Ansto. The company say they have as real a right to all their forts, cities, towns, and
territories in Indin, to them and their successors for ever, as they have to their pur-
chased lands and warchouses in England belonging to the company's joint stock, or
othier private lands or manors belonging to the particular adventurers ; Rew Dei Gra-
tiu bewng originally the title by which very many manors and lands, court-leets and
court-barons are held in England,  And as the company are vot willing to be dispos-
sessed of thewr said real estates, until they are paid for them; which they believe in
their cousciences hath cost them, at several times. above a million in ready money
sterling, hesides the interest  But for the price that should be paid them for their saiil
real estutes, if it were to come o that single point, they would refer themselves to, and
rely upon his majesty’s justice, as aforesaid.

Prop, LV. That whatever the quick and dead stock shall thus produce more than
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744,0000. shall be divided wholly hetween the members of the present company, pro-
portionably to their respective stocks. ]

Prop.dV. Books to be provided for new subscriptions within, and then the books to
Dbe closed.

Prop. V1. If the subscriptions exceed two millions, each subscriber to be reduced
proportionably, till the whole make but two millions.

rop. V1L 'That every subscriber pay in his money, upon pain

To the 1V, V, V1, and V11th propesitions, the campany humbly answer, That they
do as little understand the new subscribers, as they suppose most of those subscribers
know the affairs of India: But the company know the late new way of subscribing,
without authority from his majesty, is an old practice of mterlopers and others, emulous
of the company's prosperity ; and hath formerly been debated upon the like voluntary
subscriptions several times, and many years since. 1n the reign of King Charles I1. when
some of the lords of his now majesty’s most honourable privy council were present:
But it always ended in only giving unnecessury troubie to his majesty and the com-

ny.

lgmp. V1II. No one person to have above 10,000% in this stock, in his ewn or others
name, in trust for him; and every subscriber shall make oath accordingly, and that it
is his own money,

Answ. This proposition, in duty to his majesty, and in love to our native country,
the company must freely declare against, as being notoriously prejudicial to the nat:om,
whoever the adventurers are ; First, Because trade is a fiee agent, and must not he li-
mited or bounded ; if it be so in any nation, it will never prosper Secondly, It is against
the laws and customs of England; and all nations upon the face of the earth, that any
man that buys a commodity, and pays honestly for it in ready money, should be com-
pelled to swear it his own money, or whose it is ; this being only a trick of’ the first
proposers, to serve their partit'uiar turn, without any national, or other regard to right
or public good. Thirdly, If such a limitation were advisable, certainly some nation or
other would have hit upon the expedient before this time; whereas, on the contrary,
the wise Dutch indulge and favour the very Jews, and the more for buying the greater
stock; of whom, one man, by name Swasso, had al one time about 73,000% stock :
The French king likewise, for the encousagement of large subscriptions in that stock,
propounded many considerable privileges and immunities, both to natives and foreign-
ers, proportionable to the greatness of their said subscriptions : ‘The Danes likewise (it
is said) made a law not long since, that such as would not add a certain proportion to
their stock already wrote, should forfeit their stock ; which was a coustraint on the
other hand, and as erroncous as that in the aforesaid proposition. Fourthly, Such kind
of levelling or limiting personal estates, was never known in commonwealths, much
less in monarchies, Qur levellers in England, and antiently the tribunes of Rome,
never pretended to the limitation of personal estates, but of possessions in land ; and
not of all lands, (not in their provinces) but only the lands of Italy, which was the seat
or country of the commonwealth. Fifthly, No considerable man of fortune or experi-
ence will ever endure the fatigue of continual study in the East-India Company’s ar-
duous afiairs, but he will find his account some way ; and that must be either by a
great reward, or by a great stock ; or by otherand worse ways ot paying himself. The
most the English companies give a committee-man 15 about 501 per ann. whercas we
have Leard the Dutch allow Ay Peter Van Dam about 800/ and about 4004 a year to
his son: Dut such an able, active man's having a great stock of his own, is better for
the public society than any reward that can be allowed him ; becanse such a wauv, that
is obliged by reward only s to attend the company’s husiness, is tied only by one cord 3
but he that expects all satistaction to arise from the profit of his own stock, is tied with
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the two great cords, which do almost the whole business of the world, viz. Reward, by
the profit of his own great stock, and fear of great loss, if his own stock should mis-
carry by ill conduct.

Prop. IX. That every member of the present company, who hath above 10,000/
stock, shall sell forthwith the overplus at the rate of 100L for 100L but so that if the
whole nett proceed of the present stock exceeds 744,0001 this overplus shall go to the
person that hath sold his overplus stock, proportionably to the stock he had before such
sale.

Answ. The company can see no shadow of reason or equity in this proposition ; but
a direct contradiction to common right, and the admirable laws of this kingdom for
preservation of property. ) b

Prop. X. No person to have a vote, that hath in his own right, and not in trust,
less than 5004 stock ; nor more than one vote, unless he hath 4000/, three votes, 50004
four votes, and 10,000L. five voles.

Answ. The company are humbly of opinion, this is more justly and equally provi-
ded for already in their present charter ; this proposal of giving advantage to the small
stock being but a hysteron proteron, never known before in any part of the world in
merchants afiairs ; wherein as far as the sun shines all men vote according to their pro-
per shares in shipping, or as they are interested more or less, and not otherwise.

Prop. XI. All members of the present company, and new subscribers, to be incor-
porated by the name of

Prgp. X11. All who have, or subscribe 500L stock, to mect and chuse a governor,
deputy, and 24 committees, to msnaﬁe the trade ; none to be governor or deputy who
hath subscribed less than 20001 stock, nor committee 1000/ stock.

Prop. X111, The governor, deputy, and committees, to be chosen every year; and
if any die within the year, others to be chosen by a general court.

Prop. X1V, The governor, deputy, and committees, to take the oaths of fidelity ;
and also an oath for the faithful discharge of their trust.

Prop, XV. That every one purchasing any stock, shall take his freedom, and before
his admittance pa for a fine, and take the oaths appointed.

Answ, In the )){’I, XII, XIII, XIV, and XVth propositions, the company can see
nothing new, but all is already provided for in the same manuer, or better, by their
present charters.

Prop. X VL That all free of the former company, or capable to be 5o, and all subseri-
bing to the present stock, shall be admitted gratis.

Answe. In this there is but a trivial difference from the company’s present charter,
which enjoins all new adventurers, except the sons and servauts of freemen, to pay
51, each, for their first admittance. The old adventurers Lave paid their respective 54
and we can see no reason, if new men be admitted, why they s![muld not pay the same,

Prop. XVII. That the company hereby established, may make by-laws for their bet-
ter government, That no by-laws shall be binding to the company, but such as are
;:pproved by a general court of adventuress, and are not repugnant to the laws of the

and.

Prop. XVIIL That every general court and committee be called by the governor
or deputy, at all which the governor or deputy shall be present, and in case of equality
of voices, shall have a casting voice.

Prep. XIX. That the compuny shall enjoy the sole trade to the East-Indies in the
se\illemi countries lying between the Cape de Bona Esperanza, and the Streights of Ma-
gellan.

Prop. XX. That it shall not be lawful for any, save the said company only, directly |

or indirectly to trade within the limits granted to the said company, on pain of forfeit-
ing
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Auwsw. Astothe 17, 18, 19, and 20th propositions, the company can observe nothing
in them that is not alveady in the same manner in theie charters.

Prap. XN1. That no licence or permission shall be granted to any persons or ships,
1o hmﬂ- 1o the East-1ndies on any private account, an that all such permissions shall
be vaid.

Answ. This is an unreasonable proposition, and against the sense of all charters, and
onglit for the public good to be left to the company's discretion. For some time, (as in
the late war with the Mogul) permissive ships have been of great use and public bene-
fit ; at Lhis time, now peace is restored, they are of no use, except in some particulur n-
stances, which might be given, and in setiling of new plantations, which the company
best know when and how to effeet; and no East-India Company in any part of Lurupe
have any such shackles imposed upon them, which would but hinder their progress for
the public good and honour of their country in many cases.

Prop. XX 11. That there shall be no private contract for the sale of any goods, but
they s{:ull bie all sold in public, by inch of candle, for the company’s account.

Prop. XXIII That no lot of any goods to be sold shall exceed the value of 5004

Ansto, These two are novelties, and such as were never imposed upon any East-ludia
Company in Europe, and are against natural right, and if established, would tend to
the national prejudice of England, as the company doubt not to make evident to his
muajesty by irrefragable instances and examples ; trade must be free, for the public good,
otherwise it will die, or fly away.

Prop. NXIV. Every year the company shall deliver to their majesties use 500 tuns
of salt-petre at  per tu if required, the refraction not exceeding

Answ, The company willalways serve their majesties with salt-petreas cheap as they
can afford it, and doubt not but to please their majesties therein, as they have done all
their royal predecessors; but to be ’imitcd to a certain price, or quantity, or refraction,
is a novelty that was never imposed wpon this, or any East-India Company. aud it had
been an unhappy accident for England, if such an imposition or eonstramt had been
laid upon the company 10 or 20 years past ; for if that had been dove there could not
have been one fourth part of the petre in England as the company had in store, (which
was about 3000 tuns) when this war with France begun. There 1= a famous story con-
firming the truth of this, in the reign of King James I. There was at that tivwe o gicat
dearth of corn, which accasioned his majesty to send for the East- Land Compaay, 2ul
his majesty told them, that in regard of the present dearth of corn, and for relief of tne
poaor, they must load all their ships homeward-bound with corn, which they promlscd
faithfully to do, and were so dismissedt; but one of the lords of the eouncil told his ma-
jesty such a promise signified nothing; because they had not promised at what rate
they would sell their wheat when it came, on which they were called in again, and told
the king was not satisfied with that answer; to which the deputy, who was a famous
lunter, replied, “ Sir, we will freight our ships, and buy our corn as cheap as we can,
and sell it here as cheap as we can afford it; but to be confined to any certain price
we cannot.” That lord pressed the deputy for a more certain answer, on which the de-

uty said further to the Ling, * Sir, your majesty is a lover of the noble spart of hunt-
ing, and so am 1; aud [ keep a few dogs, but if my dogs do not love the sport as well
as 1, I might as well hunt with hogs as with dogs.” The king replied, ** Say nomore,
man, thou art in the right; go, and do as well as you can, but be sure bring corn.”

Prop, XX V. That the company shall yearly export to the East-Indies not less than
the value of 100,000/ in goods, of the product and manufactures of England.

Aunsw. The company may do this in some years, and sometimes more, and sometimes
not so much, when their cloth lies unsold, and is caten up with moths and white ants
in India:_This ought for the public good to be left to the company’s discretion.
Prop. XXVI. That all dividends be made in money.
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Answ. This is commonly done here and beyond sea in other companies ; but some
instances may be given wherein it would be highly prejudicial to make this confine-
ment of the company’s liberty. So it ought to be {ctt to discretion, as it is now here,
and in all other nations,

Prop. XX VII. That no dividend be made without leaving the original fund, or at
least 1,500,000L, besides what is necessary to pay their debts.

Answ. This is a discretionary rule the company do now observe ; but was never en-
joined them by any charter, neither is there any company in the world so ci rcumseris

d, nor ought to be, for the publick good. It is against natural right that any men
should be barred from doing what they think fit with their own estates.

Prop. XXVIIL That the said company’s accomptant keep a book to enter the va-
Tue of the stock upon oath, to lie open for the perusal of all persons concerned.

Prop. XXIX. t all transfers of stock shall be registered and entered in a book,
to lie open to all persons concerned.

Answ. The XX VIIIth and XXIXth propositions are provided for in the same man-
ner already by the company.

Prop. XXX That the said joint-stock shall continue for twenty-one years and no

longer.

Igerop. XXXI. That a book of new subscriptions be laid open for a succeeding new

neral jﬁint-slock, before the expiration of the said twenty-one years, appointed for
this stock.

Answ. This is so strange, that if it should be admitted, would make the company
ridiculous all the world over ; and is as much as to say a man shall be obliged to plant
a great orchard and remove his trees, or depart from his possession at the end of twen-
ty-one years, or to build a famous mansion-house, a town, or city upon such terms.
The Dutch company have spent within thirty or forty years past above 700,000/
upon Ceylon, and have not yet seen their principal by about 400.000L to this day ; this
company have been building and fortifying at Bencolen about ten or eleven years, and
they must proceed in building and fortifying there for twenty or thirty years to come;
and in that uhar%‘eablc and dangerous work they have spent near 250 to 500,000/, ster-
ling. And though indeed by that necessary work they have preserved the pepper-trade
to this nation, yet they have not received any thing towards the charge of these dis-
bursements ; and that place will cost the company 200,0004 more before it can be made
a com lete, secure, and (morally speaking,) an impregnable asylum to the English na-
tion. It is a most impolitick notion that any company can thrive by frequent change of
conduct and council, any more than a nation by often changing the fundamental laws,
The Dutch company stands as it did from the beginning, and the English hath never
been changed that the company knows of but once in Oliver Cromwell's time, and then
it was done with their own consent. The company, by the true rules of policy, ought
never to alter, nor any man be forced to sell hisstock, any more than he can be forced
to buy a stock that hath none; or any gentleman that hath an over-grown estate in
land in any country, can be forced to sell part, to make way for some purchasers that
pretend they will buy land in that country.

i Prop. ?CX X1L That the company be obliged, for the better and more secure carry-
ing on of this trade, to have ships of their own.

Answ. This is such a constraining proposition as was never made to any company ;
all companies having ships of their own, or hired ships, and best known when to use
the one or the other ; and there are few merchants considerable in Europe that have
not hoth; and it was never thonght or found political to put trade into such straight-
laced bodies, which, iustead of making it grow upright and prosper, will cither kill it or
force it to grow awry,
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This was the language with which the late company treated those honourable lords,
calling some of their propositions impossible as well as unjust ; others noto-
riously prejudicial to the nation ; one, withoul any shadow of reason or equi-
ty ; another, a trick ; another, a most impolitick notion, &c.

Having answered the aforesaid Propositions, the Compa:}y humbly desire that the follow-
ing Prapositions may be considered.

First, 1f any alteration should be made of the present constitution by his majesty,
the same men, viz. interlopers and their adherents, and such as have sold their stock at
high rates, and then cry down the company to fright the adventurers, and come in
again at low rates, whether such sort of men, after his majesty hath granted a new
charter, will not, to serve another turn, exclaim against it, m defamation of his majes-
ty's just preroga.tive.

Secondly, Whether any thing such men have said, that carries any appearance of
truth, be not the same again which was said above twenty years past, and many times
since in the two last reigns, and as often answered and confuted.

Thirdly, Whether the spirit of clamour and opposition against the company, which
centres 1 some few known persons, whether those persons be men of better fortune
or more regular lives, or greater prudence, or otherwise preferable to the present ad-
venturers i the East India Company stock,

Fourthly, Whether, considering the two wars, this company have grappled with in
India, and a worse kind of civil broil the interlopers forced them to, more pernicious to
the company than both the wars in India; whether the company, notwithstanding
their said pressures, hath not managed their affairs to as much national advantage and

rofit to their fellow-adventurers, as any East India Company in Europe.

Fifthly, That without restraint, cramping, or taking care for rotations or changes in
the East India Company, the whole stock, without such forced political restrictment
or limitation, is in a kindly, natural, and continual changing motion; insomuch that
the value of the stock, once in two years, or thereabout, changes owners ; and there is
not now in the present committee tgree men that were of the committee above twenty

ears past.

5 Sir!i}:{.y, That the present governor, Sir Thomas Cook, about nine years past had no
stock at all ; nor Sir Joseph Herne, the late goveruor, about twenty years past; nor Sir
William Langhorne, now one of the greatest adventurers, four years since ; and several
other considerable adventurers, not above two years past ; they came in by several pur-
chases, and many at much dearer rates than the present price current of the stock;
and there is now of the present committee five worthy persons, very late purchasers,
which were never of the committee before this year.

Seventhly, If it be thought by any, that envy the company’s good fortune, that some
few of the company are too rich and powerful in the committee, the company answer,
that to cure that, if it be a fault, there needs no new liws nor articles in any charter,
for a very few years will cure that without such preternatural force ; for that the sons
of such men were never known to succeed their fathers in the painful fatigue of the
company’s affairs, but did always settle themselves upon an easier course of life by a re-
venue in land.

Eighthly, If there be some of the present adventurers that had courage enough to
keep their stock, and never sold any part thereof during all those violent and unreas

-

-

-
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sonable attempts that have been made aﬁ::jnst the company, whether such persons do
not rather deserve the thanks which the Roman senate gave Terentius Varro, Quod non
desperdsset de republicd, than any blame.

ﬁ:‘:‘ubi , ‘The company, nor peradventure, any great business in the world, did ever
thrive where some one or two men, or very few, did not arrive at so much reputation
(as Machiavel calls it) as to be able to moderate the councils of the commonwealth or
society. So it is now in the Netherlands East India Company, and so it was ever in the
English East India Company, except for the first seven years after the last change; in
which seven years the stock and the company’s affairs dwindled almost to nothing,
until Sir William Thompson, deceased, (a gentleman of famous prudence and integrity,)
arrived at that reputation, that in effect he governed the whole affairs of the company
until the day of his death ; and under his said conduct the company’s affairs did revive
and prosper, and have since his death more increased by happy methods derived from
his wisdom originally : His worthy son and posterity are now scttled upon estates in
land, and have no concern in the company.

Signed, by order of the court of committees,
East India House, Ros. BLackBoRNE.
May 20, 1692,

Whereupon the next session, viz. Lun@ 14 Die Novembris, 1692,

Sir Edward Seymour acquaints the house that he had a message from his majesty in
answer to the adedress of this house the last session, in relation to the East India Com-
pany ; the which he delivered in writing at the table, where the same was read,—in these
words, viz. :—

* The House of Commons having presented an address to the king to dissolve the
present East India Company, according to the power reserved in their charter, and to
constitute a new one, his majesty took into consideration the proper methods of com-
plying with their desires, and of securing effectually this advantageous trade to the na-
tion.

** But his majesty, upon examination of the charter, and consulting his judges and
learned council, found that he could not legally dissolve the company, but upon three
years warning ; and that during the three years after warning, the company must sub-
sist, and might continue to trade ; and that though the king might constitute a new
company, yet he could not empower such new company to trade till after three years,
the crown having expressly covenanted not to grant any such liberties,

 Hereupon his majesty was very apprehensive of the ill consequences of giving |
warning to the company, because they would be then less solicitous of promoting the |
true interest and advantage of the trade, whereof they could not long reap the fruits, |
and that no new company could be immediately admitted to it : So that this very he-
neficial trade, which is already so much impaired, might be in danger of being entirely
lost to the nation.

¢ His majesty, very desirous to prevent so great a mischief, and to gratify the House
of Commons in the e¢nd, since he could not do it without great hazard, in the manner.
they proposed, required the East India Company to answer directly, whether they
would submit to such regulations as his majesty should judge proper, and most likely
to advance the trade: And the company having fully agreed to it, and declared their
resolution in writing, his majesty commanded a committee of his privy council to pre-
pare regulations, which they did, and offered them to the company ; but the company,,
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notwithstanding their declaration of submission, rejected almost all the material parti-
culars.

« So that his majesty finding, that what possibly the House of Commons might have
expected, and indeed was necessary to preserve this trade, could not he perfected by
his own authority alone, and that the company could not be induced to consent to
any such regulations as might have answered the intentions of the House of Commons,
and that the concurrence of the parliament is requisite to make a complete and useful
settlement of this trade, has directed all the proceedings in this matter to be laid be-
fore them ; and recommends to them the preparing of such a bill, in order to pass into
an act of parliament, as may establish this trade on such foundations as are most likely
to preserve and advance it.

Upon this message, the honourable House of Commons took into consideration the
cettlement of the said trade; but finding the same obstructed by the then company's
grreat opposition, toward the end of the session, viz.

Sabbati, @5 Die Februarii, 1692.

Resolved, )
That an humble address be presented to his majesty, that he will dissolve the East-

India Cumpaer:f'. upon three years warning to the said company, according to the
power reserv in their charter.

Resolved,
That the said address be presented by the whole house,

Veneris, 30 Die Martis, 1692.

Mr Speaker reported to the house, That he did yesterday present to his majesty their
address touching the East-India Company, and that his majesty was pleased to express
himself to this effect, viz.

“ Gentlemen,
« T will always do all the good in my power for this kingdom ; and I will consider
your address.”

Notwithstanding the aforesaid propositions, some time afier several other regulations
were agreed on, to establish the saicl company by adding new subscriptions to their
stock, without any security to be given to make that stock worth any thing at all.
But those regulations did not pass into a charter, the late company having made de-
fault in payng in the first quarterly payment of the tax charged on their joint-stock,
according to the tenor of the act of parliament, whereby their former charters became
abaolmel%' void in law.

However, the late company, by their industrious application, have since procured a
new charter, (for restoring and confirming all their former grants,) which passed under
the great seal the seventh day of October, 16y3.
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[Which new charter follows in these words, viz.}

« William and Mary, by the grace of God, King and Queen of England, Scotland,
France, and Ireland, defenders of the faith, &c. To all to whom these presents shall
come, grcetin§ : Whereas the governor and company of merchants of London, trading
into the East-Indies, have been of long time, to the honour and profit of this nation,
a corporation, and have enjoyed divers liberties, privileges, and immunities, by force of
several charters and letters patents, heretofore granted to them by several of our late
royal predecessors, more particularly by letters-patents of our late royal uncle King gecitat of te-
Charles IL. under the great seal of England, bearing date the 3d day of April, in gl Tiat ofitheis
thirteenth year of his reign; and by one other charter, or letters-patents, of the said provend g
King Charles 11 under the great seal of England, bearing date, at Westminster, the
27th day of March, in the twentieth year of his reign; and by one other charter, or
letters-patents, of the said King Charles IL. Learing date, at Westminster, the 16th
day of December, in the twenty-fifth year of his reign; and by one other charter, or
letters-patents, of the aid late King Charles 1. bearing date the 9th day of August, in
the thirty-fifth year of his reign; and also by a charter, or letters-patents, of the late
King James [17 bearing date, at Westminster, the 12th day of April, in the second
yearof his reign. And whereas some doubr, or question, hath of late been made, touch-
ing the validity of the charters of the said company ; and whether the same be not, in
strictness of law, void, by the not actual payment, into the receipt of our exchequer,
of the first quarterly paviment of the tax of 5/ per cent. charged on the general joint-
stock of the said company, according to an act made in the last session of this p}esent
parliament, entitled, ** An Act for continuing certain Acts therein mentioned, and for
charging several Joint-stocks,” Now know ye, that we, taking the premises into our
royal consideration, and well weighing what disorders and inconveniences would befall
the said company, and other persons concerned and employed in their trade and ad-
ventures, especially in the remote parts of the world, if we should take advantage of
the forfeiture aforesaid, (if any be,) and we, being willing that the said governor and
company, or late governor and company of merchants of London. trading into the
East-lndies, and their successors, should have and enjoy all such and the like lawful
powers, privileges, advantages, and imimunities ; and in as ample manuer, toall intents
and purposes, as if the said first quarterly payment of the said tax had been duly and
regularly made according to the said act : Of our especial grace, certain know{eulge. Tt e
and mere motion, have made. ordained, constituted, chlarml, and appointed, aund by ties grant, that
these presents, tor us, our heirs and successors, do make, ordain, constitute, declare, ::: ':'.:::“;::;.M
and appomt, That Sir Thomas Cooke, Knight, and one of the aldermen of our city of p*%
London, Francis Tyssen, Esq. George Earl of Berkley, Sir John Fleet, Knight, Lord-
Mayor of our eity of London, Sir JosiahChild, Baronet, Sir Wilham Langhorne, Baronet,
Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Knight, Sir John Moore, Knight, and one of the aldermen of
our city of London, Sir Samuel Dushwood, Knight, and one of the aldermen of our city
of London, Sir Edward Des Bouvery, Knight, Sir Thomas Rawlinson, Knight, Sir
William Gore, Knight, and one of the aldermen of our city of London, Sir Joseph
Herne, Knight, Sir Rowland Amsworth, Knight, John Perry, Esq. George Boune, Esq.
Richard Hutchinson, jun. Esq. Frederick Herve, Esq. Ralph Marshall, Esq. Richard
Acton, John Cooke of Hackney, Francis Gosfright, John Dubois, Isuac Houblon,
Samuel Ongley, and Nuthanicl Mounteney, gentlemen, and all and every other person (togzether with
and persous who were members of the said company, or late compan f of merchants all persons
of London, trading into the East-Indies, on the 24th day of March, now last past ::::n:'r'\l\ﬂsli::t
who have not since parted with their stocks in the said company: And all and ; the 2ith of

‘ : every it
other person and persons, who, since the 24th day of March last past, by buying stock, i‘;‘m“u.;?,’."‘
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tinue in the said office from the date of these presents, until the said 10th day of
April now next following, if the said Franeis Tyssen shall so long live, or until a new
deputy-governor be chosen by the said company, as heretofore hath been used and

ward Des Bouvery, Sir Thomas Rawlinson, Sir William Gore, Sir Joseph Herne, Sir
Rowland Ainsworth, John Perry, George Boune, Richard Hutchinson junior, Frede-

fright, John Dubois, Isaac Houblon, Samuel Ongley, and Nathaniel Mounteney, to
be the twenty-four present committees of the said company from the date of these pre-
sents, until the said 10th day of April next following ; or until a new committee shall
be chosen by the said company, as in that case hath been also formerly used and ac-

herein before named : To whom we do hereby give full power and authority, to give
and administer the said oaths to the said governor accordingly. And also, that the
deputy-governor, and twenty-four committees herein before named and constituted,
shall respectively take the suid caths appointed by the said late act of parliament ; and

And also a corporal cath, That they will faithfully and truly execute their said several and

respective offices of deputy-governor and committees of the said company, before the
said Sir Thomas Cooke, herein before named and constituted to be the present gover-
nor of the said company : To whom we do hereby give full power and authority to give
and administer the said oaths to the said deputy-governor and committees according-

had been duly inade, according to the said act, and the said former charters had not

East-1ndies, hereby constituted and confirmed, and their successors, all and every the

immunities, and advantages whatsoever; and all other things * which were lawfully oL
held, received, used, exercised, or enjoytd, or might or ought to have been lawfully
held, received, used, exercised, or enjoyed” by the said Governor and Company, or late
Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading into the East Indies, on or
before the said 24th day of March now last, or at any time since, by force or virtue of
any grants, charters, or letters-patents whatsoever, heretofore granted unto them, or
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accustomed : And we have also nominated, constituted, made, and confirmed, and by George Easi ot
these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do nominate, constitute, make, and Ja Preet.
confirm the said George Earl of Berkley, Sir John Fleet, Sir Josiah Child, Sir William &e. the int

Langhorne, Sir Benjamin Bathurst, Sir John Moore, Sir Samuel Dashwood, Sir Ed- geiEalieck

customed. Provided always, and we do hereby require and command, that the gover- Provided they
nor herein before named shall, before he be admitted to the execution of the said of- Ty ke
fice, take the oaths appointed to be taken by a late act of parliament, made in the first pointed, in-

year of out reign, entitled, ““ An Act for the abrogating of the Qaths of Supremacy el

and Allegiance, and appointing other Oaths:” And also a corporal oath, That he shall asce n:; e
mao s

and will, from time to time, well and truly execute the office of governor of the said atwo the aaths

company, before the said deputy-governor, and any five or more of the committees pitel fopee:

And of our further especial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, we have Thatall acts
Tatified and confirmed, and do, by these presents, ratify and confirm, all acts done by o9 by and
and unto the said governor and company, or late governor and company, since the compaaysince
said 24th day of March last, by virtue or colour of their said former charters, or any “';:,";:,"'l','l;m
of them, to be as valid and effectual as if the said first quarterly payment of the said tax be rarified asd

confirmed.

been forfeited or made void : And we have also given, granted, restored, and confirm- That all their
ed, and by these presents, for us, our heirs and successors, do give, grant, restore, and j",:::‘,“.‘:f,‘;'f'
confirm, unto the Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading into the zoets and

- . . - e ;:‘:::‘:pli-
ports, islands, plantations, termtorics, castles, forts, fortifications, ordnance, armour, Yilies oo aik
artillery, munition, arms, guos, powder, shot, victuals, magazines, stores, ammunition, :2?;::::5’.‘.;:.1
and provisions of war, ships, junks, vessels, boats, joint-stock, manors, lordships, mes- § BoRneS
suages, houses, lands, tenements, hereditaments, goods, wares, merchandizes, cattle, ;‘I:,_\“;' which
chattels real and personal, debts, dues, duties, right of actions, and demand in law or S
equily, powers, privileges, liberties, franchises, jurisdictions, customs, rights, royalties, used OF €BjOY"
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mentioned to be granted or confirmed to them, by any of our late royal predecessors,
Tabaveand kings or queens of England, by any style or title of incorporation whatsoever, or otler-
o e wise howsoever ; and under and subject to the several and respective provisoes, limi-
=ch manner M tations, clauses, and restrictions herein, and in the said former grants, charters, and
oy meheer letters patents, or any of them contained, to have, hold, use, exercise, and enjoy the
tohave held * said ports, islands, pluntationgs, territories, castles, powers, privile and all and singu-
the same asi¢ lar other the premises herein before mentioned, and intended to be hereby grant-
Weasiapowers od and restored, and every of them, unto the said Governor and Company of Mer-
recited.  © chants of London trading into the East Indies, and their successors, in such and the
same manner, and to and for such and the same intents and purposes in all things, as
the said Governor and Company, or late Governor and Company of Merchants of Lon-
don trading into the East Indies, * might or ought lawfully to have held, used, exer-
cised, or enjoyed the same,” on or at any time before the said 24th day of March now
last past, asif the same powers, privileges, and immunities, and other the premises,
were hereby particularly granted,and the letters-patents concerning the same at large
recited : Under and subject, nevertheless, to the provisoes, restrictions, and limitations
contained in these presents, and in the former charters, to the said company. Pro-
Peovided, that vided always, and upon condition nevertheless, and our express will and meaning is,
fany aneso that if the said Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading into the East-
submitantcon- [ndlies, and their successors, ** do not accept of,” and from time to time, and at all
ferntiom s times hereafter, act according to, and put in due and effectual execution, and ** submit
striction and - and conform in all things unto such orders, directions, additions, alterations, restric-
:.“:"::Ln:{m‘::;|| tions and qualifications, relating to the constitution, continuance, determination,”
e e rights, powers, or privileges of the said company, or the governmeut thereof, or of the
september s21d governor and company ; or the encouragement, management, regulation, or ad-
el vancenent of trade; or of the present or future joint-stock of the said company ; or
ismajesty 1o CONCErning any tuture subscriptions, to be made by way of increase or addition to the
e joint-stock ; or for ascertaining the true values of the said joint-stock, at and during
the times of any such future subseriptions; which, and as we, our heirs or success.
ors, by the advice of our or their privy-council, shall from time to time, at any time
before the 29th day of September, which shall be in the year 1694, think fit to make,
insert, limit, direct, appoint, or express in or by any further or other charter, letters-
patents, or other writing or instrument under our or their great seal of England, then,
and in each and every of the cases aforesaid, it shall and may be lawful. to and for us,
our heirs and successors, by letters-patents, under our or their great seal of England, 1o
determine, revoke, and make void these presents, and the grant hereby made : And
from and immediately after the passing of such letters- patents of revocation, or deter-
mination under the great seal of England, these presents, and all the powers, privile-
ges, grants, and other things herein contained, shall cease, determine, and be absolute-
ly void, to all intents and purposes, any thing to the conteary notwithstanding. And
That the said - further, We have given, granted, and restored, and by these presents, for us, our heirs
et hevesto 201 successors, do give, grant, and restore unto the said governor and company, or
wd tothem.  Jate governor and company, and their successors, all and every such debts, sums of
money, duties, and demands whatsoever, in law or equity, which, to the said governor
and company, or late governor and company, were grown due or payable at any time
before, or on the 24th day of March now last past, or which are since grown Uue or
payable, or shall hereafter grow due or payable, by any person or persons whatsoever,

With a power a5 well our natural-born subjects as aliens and strangers.  Giving, and by these pre-
N e sents granting unto the said governor and company, and their successors, full power
1ame, and authority to ask, sue for, and recover the same, by all law ful ways and means what-

soever, either in the name of us, our heirs or successors, or in the name of the said com=

pany, or otherwise, as law or equity shall require or admit of ; and to retain the same

Dharampal Archives CPS-EB-09

Historical Tracts. 633

to their own use and benefit, upon, under, and subject to the trusts, intents, nngl_;::.lir-
poses herein after mentioned, as Fully_aml amply, to all intents and purposes, as if the
said first quarterly Paymmt of l]:e said tax had I:c_cn uh:l}: and regularl_‘,_- mz}l:le Tpltf:lnulr i)
Exchequer, according to the said late act of pﬂ.rilﬂll’ll.‘:l..l:l in that Iu-lml[': lrt.n. l; ed a i b e
ways, and it is intended and agreed, and our express will and |1I_easnrc is, that the saic :.'.:I:'.é':-"]:.'r
overnor and company hereby constituted, and their successors, and all the manors, R 22
ands, tenements, goods, wares, merchandizes, chattels real, chattels personal, and pany, shall be
o premises hereby granted and confirmed, or mentioned to be granted and con- i o
firmed, and every of them, and every part and parcel thereof, shall be, and are hereby chasgeable
made subject and liable to, and charged and chargeabl e with, all :me every such dcl;_ts Sekls th iy
and sums of money, duties, and demands whatsoever, in law or equity, Whlc_h the said 1:]:::::: well
governor and company, or late governor and company, do now owe, or are indebted, j{ic
or subject or lizble to, or which at any time before, or on the said 24th day of March

now last past, or since, did owe, or were indebted, or subject, or liable to any person

or persons whatsoever, as well our natural-born subjects, or persons endenized or na-

turalized, as aliens and strangers ; and that the same shall and may be sued fo_r, :!nd

recovered in such and the like manner, to all intents and purposes, as.tf the said first

quarterly payment of the said tax had been duly and regularly made into our Exche-

quer, according to the said late act of parliament in that behalf, and as if the said for-

mer charters had not been forfeited or made void. And our further will and pleasure

is, and we do by these presents, for us, our heirs aud successors, grant unto the said

Governor and Company, or late Governor and Company of Merchants of London

trading into the East-Indies, and their successors, that tliese our letters-patents, and

all and singular the powers, clauses, and grants therein contained, shall be, a}nd conti-

nue sufficient and available in law, and shall be construed and taken, as well to the

meaning and intent, as to the general words of the same, most beneficially, and for the

best advantage of the said governor and company, or late governor and company, and

their successors, under and subjuct to the provisoes, restrictions, and limitations herein,

and in the said former letters-patents contained ; notwithstanding the not mentioning,

or not true reciting of any former grants, charters, or letters-patents, herclofore graut-

ed to the said late goverior and company, or any of their predecessors, by any of the

Iate kings or queens of England, orany other person or persons whatsoever, or the not
mentioning or reciting of any castles, forts, plantations, lands, powers, liberties, privi-

leges, advantages, or other malters or things, in the saud grants or le :.Ll:r;?- pnlem:.e, or

any of them, granted, or mentioned to be granted and confirmed.  Provided always, Provided, I
and these presents are, and shall be upon this condition, that if the said governor and by
company, r:ercby constituted, shall not pay into the receipt of our Exchequer at West- on ihe 23th of
minster, for our use, upon the ¢5th day of December next ensuing the date hereaf, the

. . Dexi,
of nine thousand three hundred pounds, of good and lawful money of Eng- L. 0300 futo
{:rlnld,m:lt: lieu and satisfaction for the last of the four quarterly payments appointed to e zeheater,
be paid unto us by the late East-India Company, by virtue of the act of parliament goarteily pay.
hercin before mentioned, for charging of joint stocks: Then, and from thenceforth, tax, i chic
these presents, and all things herein coqtalued, _slla.ll cease, determine, and be utterly fee \'hn Le
void, to all intents and purposes, any thing herein contained to the contrary notwith-

standing. In witness whereof, we have caused these our letters to be made patents.

Witness ourselves at Westminster, the seventh day of October, in the fifth year
of our reign.
By writ of privy seal.
Precorr.
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