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FARRS o Para 12 sess Ve shall content ourselves with remarking upon the general
\/ question of the transfer of gemindary lands that although we certainly
’ mean to maintain the ancient principle that no gzemindar shall alineate
bhis land without the sanction of $he Dewanny government, we do by no means
wish to contend against the occasional dismemberment of the large
gemindaris, On the contrary we wish for many obvious reasons of Policy
rather to promote than discourage it,.

Para 14 We have examined all your proceedings relative to the appoint-
ment of Mr James Grant to the g office of Chief Serishtadar. It has been
4 \,}. our declared intention to govern our territories in Bengal by the ancien$

/ A\ practices of that government from which we received them, as being moxe
2 % satisfactory to the inhabitanta than any constitution transferred from a
| &7/ aifferent state of society and manners and at the same time enabling us
' to maintain, where occasion may require it the acknowledged rights of
k o sovereignty,

Para 15 Under these circumstances we are pleased to see measures taken

to ascertain those principles which you have very prudently referred to

| periods anterior to the year 1765 and we shall wish to carry them into

i effect when they are compatible with our gemeral system and with the nature
of the connection by which Bengal is held as a dependency of Great Britain,

. The preservation and the regularity of the varioms Dufters or registers,
which ought to be deposited at the seat of government is likewise an i

! object of ma-terial importance.( 14 and 15 substituted by Board for

original paras T end 8 in the Courts draft in which the Court did not

much welcome Mr Grants appointment)

Para 16 These duties we conceive to have belonged very properly to the
officer styled Superintendent of Khalsa Records which Title was unnecess-
arily altered to that of Preparer of Reports to the Revenue Department,
But if any new appointment was necessary you could not have piteched upon

a more capable servant than Mr James Grant whose industry and peculiar
talents for investigation had been so well demonstrated by the great

mass of materials he had obtained and ably digested in Jis several labour-
ious productions concerning the history of our possessions and revenues
neither aided by the influence of office in himself nor ntou.:p.ng

with the functions of any other servant,

+ Para 17 Seeing the matter in this point of view we approve of the new

office as an experiment but as it is or ought to be purely ministerial
@ we see no reason why the Serishtadar should attend either your Board

or that of the Committee, except upon appéinted occasions when subjects
appertaining to his station are to be discussed and explanationsfrequired,
We shelld be anxious to know from you the result of the appointment and
to have your opinion as to the expediency of remdering (it) permanent,
Observing however that if without obvious and indisputable utility, it
should tend either to excite alarm in the countryby odious sorutinies
and inguisition, or to the revival of ancient claims which time and
circumstances have siperceded or in fine to create any new power which
will interfere with and impede the due exercise of authorities already
stabilised for the administration of the country wex shall certainly
disapprove of it,

Revenue atch to ¢+ April 30,1794( Reply to letter of March 6,1793
No 26, pp 360-5)

Yara 3 Debarred by habit and disposition, as well as by the laws which
conquest usually prescribes, from all share in the benefits of politieal
freedom, the people of Indias have no security for their civil rights,
but that which the sanctions of judiecial establishmente afford, 0f that

> seourity in the time of the Mahomedan government, they were but imperfectly
possessed, Property and life had no adequate protection, the laws were
severe, but the judges were corrupt; and though the dangers attending a
profligate decision, were sometimes exemplified in the rigourous punishe
ment of the guilty magistrate, yet the effect of the example, was rather
to gratify the hatred, than diminish the oppressions of the people, Nor |
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Revenue Despatch te Madrass 28.4.1995
(extract)

"We are semsible with you that auy effectual plan for re-
forming the revenue system must necessarily be accompanied
with the entire reduction of the military power and independence
of the Zemindars., Hitherte clemenmecy and forbearance seem te
have encouraged the perpetration of crimes, and a spirit of
revelt against the authority of the Company, Hence we are
convinced of the impelioy of any longer receding from our just
demands from the apprehemsion of danger in the prosecution of
themy semsible as we are of the sccumulated evile which have
arisen from any other military force, tham that under the
immediate authority eof the Company",

Revenue Despatch teo Madrass 11.2,1801
(extract)

"There ie am material difference betwixt the state of the
several of the provinces in the Carnatic and those of Bengal,
where the measure of a permanent settlement was first taken
into consideration, The Bengal provimces were infinitely
farther advanced in the habite of order and subordination te
Government than momt places in the Carmatioc; and certainly
much more so than in the gemerality of the Felygar previnces,
or the Horthern Circars, They are net so ripe for the recep-
tion of those bemefits and blescings intended for them, as if
they were more accustomed to the habite and feelings of eivil-
ised seciety, This is 2 material eircumstance to be attemded
to in the conduct of this important messure, Any attempt te
introduce a regular syestem of order, or just sentiments res-
pecting the value of permanent rights, would be idle and nuga=-
tory, till omce their minds were to a certain extent prepared
to feel the importamce of $he benefits they were about te
receive, The firet objeot therefore ie to establish the authority
of Government iteelf in the differemt gemindaris, before you
attempt to invite 1t to participate in the advantages which
you are suthorised to confer on them, This never can effectu-
ally be deme, till you have suppressed that spirit of rebellienm
and imsubordination, which is so cemspicuous imn many parts eof
the Northerm Circarsj and it ie of the first importance ¢

attainment t object that all subordinate militar
establishments should be sanihilated, within the limits mow
sulk jour dominion,, The countries te which this obeserva-

ion applies must be brought teo such a state of subjection
as to acknowledge and submit to this primeciple. As they must
be indebted te our bemeficience and wisdom for every advantage
they are to receive, se im like mammer they must feel solely
indebted to our protection for the cemtinuance and enjoyment
of them, ¥e hold these truths to be se incontreverible, as te
preclude all expectation of any benefit to be expected frem
an attempt te introduce either a permanent system, or the
exercise of a regular judieial asutherity till once this essential
preliminary is secured,"

( These are the genmeral primciples adepted by the Court
of Directors with respect teo the presemnt state of the Pelygar
countries in particular., With regard to the direct application
of those principles to the subject mow under consideration,.ee.)

TBoth the above extracts are quoted in Lord Clive's Minute of
24,8,1802 on pages 331-2 and 360-2 respectively of Boards
Consultations velume 148(Ne 2512) regarding Western FPelygar
areas(Tinnevelly etc), The Minute is from pages 329-393 and
alse refers to Revenue Despatoches of 3,9.1800 and 31,8,1801,

and Political Despatches of 10,6,1795 and 5.6,1799. The emphasis
and the last para(in brackets) are by Clive, Freceddig Clive's
is a Minute by Mr Dick, of about 4 pages, which gave rise to

Clives elaborate Minute,
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Sec.ret

The Right Hon'ble Earl Cornwallis, Govefno
General Sir Arehibold Campbell K.B, Gonrl{uhw
of Fort, St, Ooerge,

- _On considering all the circumstances
of the Northern Circars, an important quection
of policy occurs for discussion, - in what
mamner, and unon what principles,that territory
shall ‘o held by, or commnected with, Great
Britain, We wish to draw your particjlar
attention to the subject, that we may kmow the
sentiments you enterta-in after a careful
deliberation assisted with local knowledges(-)
and shall suceintly touch the different points
of view, in vhich we think it ought to be
examine

First, The gquestion must apply to the
territorial g:nouion itself, independent of
the mode of intemal administration, We must
never lose sight of the ortance of the
acquisition made by Lord Clive, in obtaining
the grant of the northern Cirears in 1765,
which enabled us to gain the interior command
of the Sea Coast s excepting only the small'>
intervention of Cuttack, to unite our possessions
in Bongal with them.on the Coast of Coromandel,
We have already #nfommsd this consideration in/i.- L
our xxEsunk secret letter concerming the Guntoor
Circar dated

On the other hand, there are some

disadvantages attending this territory, vhich
one must have constantly in view, and should use
every possible endeavor to obviate, We are
to consider the difficulties which have obstructed
usy in our desire of u:lnl.nstgouu ion of thel(:>
Guntoor Circar, altho' stri om:poth by

ial grant, ard by treaty,the jealousy as
well of ppoo Sultan, as of Nizam Ally Cawm
the dissatisfagtion, which Ssems from various
late occurrences fxmm to influence the mind of

John Ryland Libr " t Mss 685/1396/A-0
Manches ter o -
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the latter prince, proba hdghtened the
abrupt aiseontinuince of the Treaty, widon
had been carried into considera rvawxdness

by Mr, Richard Johnson ( 5 ) as ministers
from the Bengal Government, for an wnmalified
eession of the Circars, Nor can we refuse

a degree of credit to the secret advices con

to us thro' different manwais/of a negotiation/c\.... .\,
unfavourable to our interests, between him and 3
poo, in vhich it is natural to suppose the e
French will from various motives Mt::rw.Lwa

Ve abax observe as to the Zemindars
likewise, that, altho' their country has been
in possession of the East India Company, above
tvn::; mn; they do not feel their dependence"
on

£

roment sufficient to restrain them

Nor do we there is much probability of being
able to have them in sbsolute subjection, as
hereditary land holdersosnd still less, if it
vere in itself desirable, of reducing them to
the condition of mere subordinate TS, as
the Revenue Board deseribe them to be
Constitution, This consideration is 1 ise
material to enother view of the question, to. ("
which we now proceed,

Secondly, as to the tr-dh{ngmtplu
which ought to regulate us in our rnal
administration of the Circars, on the smmtion,
that it is most elzible to retfain them entire as
British territory; snd that a cession of zgf.-
would deprive us of advantageous military s ’
which we now have, or “!2 to possess; or weaken
our rs of commnicat between the two
Presidenciesy and, in short; that no fresh
measures can (% f take place without endangering
importa nt national benefits,

we are sensible that all the orders of
the Court of Dircctors, and to which they have
been urged by many of ’zlui.r ablest servants on
the Madras establishment, have hitherto gone to

effectuate the lete subjection of the
gemindars, and to deprive them of all military

® L,\&’\C\\;:\\;\, Vb’ LW }\_...\-"bvva \"-bdu-.‘-"-ﬂ.r 4
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or authority whatsoever, But our ic..*
inhibit constant proofs of the difficulty
hazard of accompalishing it, In particular
) we have observed, avoiding to go back
for rlods
a

earl pe wvhen our sessions
Ranze to our late ernor

i

kS8

assumed by _

mdloamdn in rejecting the Cowle that was

then offered and the Committee of Cirecult,
in ebsaining/from our Goverpment as a right not ). lowuv
to ru:ontutod:.:hc Jn:::m n:r his (::dmnrl) ? '
or tary en prepos terous

conduct in wd:g g

and their existence ‘.. catl» the vigor of the
s authority., But, if there would be
dsnger in repressing them by the arm of rs
it will then deserve consideration, how far it
might be for our interest to consider the'Raja
as a tridbut prince sessed of certain
independent rights, rather (1( ) than to retain
him as a refractory subjectd, too great for
control, Other instances w‘ut themselves
of a similar nature, But it is umnecessary to

specify them,

Or, if it be presumed, that the Zemindars
in general may be heartily at%nhnd to our intenss .G
as our tributaries paying a permanent revenue

not lizble to alteration or nqury from any
umprui of our Covermments, a doubt arises

whother it be politic totall y to disarm them

dest all their strong holds and reduce them

to a"I 2. ) state of imbuaility especiall

those distriets, which are much surround

other potentates, or such as sess frontler
situations, with a warlike of dependents

capable of forming a barrier against sudden
inroads of an ememy, For it is to be observed

that our territories on the Coast of Coromandel

are very differently circumstanced in many

respects from those of Bengali and therefore

DL L e LD 1.1 e =
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_ Indja Office. MS.
venue & Dept. by JAMES CUMMING
+ NP 1810
o Nw ,
An Historical Account of the Administration of
the Land Revenueg in the Territoeies under the

Presidencies of Fort St. Georse
(contents XXXVIII + 921)

Deals with all areas separately as they come under the Company
during 1690, 1749, 1762 and 1792 onwards. (1799,1800 & 1301§

It has further been seen that the various productions of the
soil, differing as they do materially in value, and in the
expense of culture, and liable to particular contingencies
have been assessed on principle applicable to each description
of produce; that, in the Nunjah or paddy lands which are
always covered with.water by rivers or artificial means,

the produce was, formerly divided in kind, according to a
warum or customary mode of division, being generally half to
the cultivator and omea half to the government; that the
produce of 'punjah' lands, watered only by the falling rains,
requiring only partiml supplies,and, therefore, not so
frequently exposed to failure, whidh the articies of production
which are various on the same ground, ripen at different
periocds of the year, had been generaily assessed with a

money rent; as had Yikewise the more valuable products which
come undér the description of garden and plantation produce,
which as they were more expensive in the rearing and management
were assessed at the lowest rates*

(*We have stated the rates of assessment in each district
. -whenever it could be doney, This information is sometimes
given in the tabular statementg which accompany the reports
of the collectors and not in the Reports themselves, but
the statements are frequently omitted to be sent to the
India Office.)

PP«895 It is customary throughout that territory (and it is believed .
in every part of Hindostan) for deductions to be made from the
gross produce of the land, as appropriations to the Municipal
officers of each village; and for the maintenance of the pagodas
and other public establishmentse

The village officers are those who in various ways
administer to the necessities and wants of the little community ‘
to which they belonge. The shares of the produce which they ;
receive, are, wlthenature of fees or a remuneratory consideration
for the servides they render. Those to the pagodas and other
establishments are charitable appropriations. Both these
descriptions of allowances in kind are called 'marahs'or'russooms’e.

The cultivator also paid certain fees or pergquisites in
ready money called 'Sandﬁaared' for defraying the expenses of
oil and stationery in the cutcherry of the villages and for
other purposess

PP«.205/6 It is true that in most of the territory ofi the coast under
their authority, the land revenue now exceeds the amount derived
from them, under the assessments of native governments. But
those governments though they had acknowledged principles of
assessments, the collections made on the inhabitants were not
donfined to these, esnesee

PP«917 There is another circuustanc which has rendered the situation

of the cultivator under the British Govt, fer more comfortable
and happy than it was before they became subject to its rule;

and by which all other blessi extended to them, are, as it
were, confirmed and sec%%éé o that is, the vigofir, the
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to the proprietor for the term of the Settlement (thirty years),
whereas under the Ryotwar system, all such land, as soon as.
brought under cultivation, will be liable to its full quota of
tax, except so far as temporary exemption may be permitted to
reimburse the immediate cost of reclaiming it.

~ "On the whole, taking all the circumstances into conside-
ration, the Governor in Council is of opinion that;, in order to
give the Ryot a real proprietary interest in the soil, and to
induce extended cultivation, 30 per cent, of the gross produce,
computed® as provided above in paragraph 15, may be taken as the
maximum of the Government demand. This maximum to be fixed as
the actual “demand uhder the most favourable circumstances, as
explained above in paragraph 16,** but to be liable to dedue-
tion, according to the lower degree, or to the absence of such
advantages or any of them. Probably on the whole it may be -
assumed that, under this rule, the average share taken by

~ Government would be about 25 per cent, or one-fourth of the

Survey Se-
lections
No.LIII,
Page 185,

gross produce. = This proportion is intended to be that taken
for the general purposes of the State; besides which it may be n
proper to establish cesses for local objects, as in the North-
Western Provinces; especially for the maintenance and improvement
of the District roads, and for education.”

2. The Home Government differed on this point. They
said "We consider that this part of your scheme, is the one most
open to objection, and moreover that it is inconsistent with the
principle laid down in paragraph 13 of your Resolution that the
right of Government is not even to the whole rent, but only to
a share of the rent. In lands of a high degree of fertility,

_possessing every means of communication and in the neighbour-

hood of good markets, 30 per cent of the gross produce may fall -
considerably within the limit of the rent or net produce ; in
lands less fertile, and less favourably situated, a much smaller
share of the gross produce might considerably exceed it. The
netural and inevitable consequence, as it appears to us, of
apportioning the assessment to the gross produce, is to favour
the mogt fertile lands, and to press with increasing severity
on the poorer lands, in an inverse ratio to their fertility.

"In a natural state of things when thefdeﬁand for agricul-

~ tural produce is such as to render it necessary to bring all the

available land under the plough, the least fertile land in cul-
tivation would be that the gross produce of which would merely
furnish the wages of labour and the profits of the stock employ-

- ed in cultivating it, leaving no surplus out of which any rent

or agsessment could be paid. If, as under our revemue system,
an aggessment however small, is imposed, such land must of
necessity, all other circumstances remaining the same, be aban-
doned, and cultivation will recede until it reaches the point
at which the gross produce is just sufficient to provide for the
payment of asgessment; in addition to the wages of labour and
the profits of stock. :

(a) In the case
of dry land, the

actual payment for

the use of Govt.

® "On & carefully moderate scale, so as to allow for indifferent
cropa.and‘bad,aeasons.ﬂ - ; ,

*% "Next to the classification of soils will come the valuation of .

¥the land. The clagsification having regard simply to the physical
quality and the productive power of the soil, the valuation
takes in also the considerations of nearness to the village,
and congequent facility of mamuring, cultivating and guarding
. bbe crop, nearness to a road or a market, facilities of

vaber ‘supplied, will irrigation, (a) and other accidental rather than inherent
be a distinet charge. circumstances, whether affecting the value of the crop or its

meatiky quantity. This may most conveniently be effected

as in Bombay, by piacing the field or the village, as the case may be, in a

Centre for Poliz;hkgﬁer

or lower classDefeuablefinedR;Fbicording to the aggreg&vgwﬁﬂwauch

circumgtances."



























Survey Selec~
tions No LXXTIV,
page 703,

Centre for Policy Studies

treatment in cultivation, &c. In the wet lands past experience
shows that, whatever may be the theory of small met profites on
the poorest soils, the water alone is a valuable commodity, which
will easily bear to be taxed at about the lower proposed rate of
agsessment when applied for Paddg cultivation.” RARE AR )

"I may quote here an expression from one of the leading agri-

—

cultural journals as to the difficulty of arriving at what
should be considered a proper rent in the present day in England.
"The greatest enigma at present in agriculture is rent. The
most experienced farmer, the most avaricious landlord, the most
sanguine improved is deceived in his calculationg in this

" important element in lend transactions." And with this admis-
sion in regard to a country where agriculture and the rents afforded

by it have been studied for years back with the same attention

as a science, it would be presumptueus in the highest degree

to put forward this first experiment of assessment as possessing
any pretensions to perfe€tion considered in its relation to the
present circumstances of the country, much less to those, that may
hereafter arise.

16. "Mr. Hall, then Collector of the District and subse-
quently Member of the Board, expressed the following opinion,
on the‘subjects "The next-question relates to the proportion
of the produce at which the assessment should be fixed. :
Theoretically the net produce should form the basis of the
Government demand, but in this country I conceive it to be
impossible, to apply this principle, simply becauge we have
not the means of ascertaining; with any approach to accuracy,
what the net produce is. It may be roughly estimated, but,
in my opinion, every purpose is answered by taking a propor-
tion of the groes produce as the standard of assessment.”

"The expenses of cultivation vary so very much even within
the seme willege that it.is quite out of the question to lay
down a ® correct scale per acre for each Taram of land., 'Mr. Newill
has added a teble to paragraph 57 for the purpose of showing

.. what he considers may be regarded as the average expenses of

~eultivation, but he himgelf admits that his calculations ‘can

have no pretension to strict accuracy.

"Mr. Newill appears to have taken two-thirds of tha net

| produce as the basis of the assessment both in respect of irri-

gated and unirrigated land, and he has viewed, this proportion
as equivalent to one-fourth of the gross produce. i 2

"My own opinion is that one-third of the gross produce
should be taken as the standard for assessing irrigated and
one~fourth of it for unirrigated land. I must, however, mention
that T have long been in the habit of considering one~third

of the gross to be equal to two-thirds of the net proiuce,

and one-fourth of the former to ‘be the same as half of the:
latter. % - e - . ;

L B

"Wherever I have served, the Ryots'havé;admiﬁted the
fairness of this demand. : '

"In-Oanara_the ordinéry'method of calcﬁlating the Govern—
ment demand 1s as follows:~ - T, L e . .

] (! i 4 o -poto.o.
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PAPERS RELATINGTO THE
PROPOSED GENERAL REVENUE SUERVEY OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY

PROPOSED GENERAL REVENUE Sy vt o e e ————

Extracts from the Minutes of Consultation under datethe
14th August 1855. S OcEE Pages 1-11

(2) It appears superflous to enter into any lengthened argument in this
place to prove the necessity of a Revenue Survey of the Madras Provinces; it
will be sufficient to allude briefly to some of the leading facts of the case,
The necessity of accurate me asurements of the land and of a more or less
exact classification of soils, as the only right basis of a land Revenue
Settlement, has been universally admitted; and this truth has been practically
acted on in every one of the older divisions of the British possessions in
India, except Madras. In this Presidency alone, though no extensive portion
' of it, except Kurnool, has been under direct British administration for less
than half a century, there has been hitherto no regular survey, In some
Districts attempts were made in the years immediately suceeding the British
assumption to establish some thing lile a Register of lands, and fixed rates
of assessment, founded on actual measurement and valuation, But these
measures were in every case carried out in haste, with imperfect Agency,

and in many respects in a very defective manner, The surveyors, 80 called,
were wholly ignorant of any correct methods of measuring and were under no
effectual control; there were no Maps, either field, village or talook, and
no permanent boundaries; and even the records of the surveys have been
imperfectly preserved, Hence even in those Districts where the work was

the least imperfect, as in the Ceded Districts, it is now admitted thayp

few of the advantages of a really effective survey have been secured.

(4) Other Districts might be citedy but the foregoing may suffice, The
absence of accurate information as to the extent and the fair liabilities of
the land has the most pernicious results, Not only does it op erate injuriously
on the Public Revenue, but it becomes a means by which the poorer and less
influential classes are made to suffer for the benefit of the wealthy; and

as respects all, both rich and poor, it has the injurious effeet of rendering
their property uncertain, of placing them in dependence on grasping and
underupulous men, and of diverting them from the pursuit of honest industry,

to watch over their interests at the Cutchery, or make favor for themsekves
with the Tahsildar,

(11) After the Survey comes the question of assessment, The Government
are of opinion that the Ryotwar or individual system, so long established
in this Presidency, should be adhered to generally., They look upon the mode
of settlement mif as decidedly in advance of settlements by villages, or
other communities; and they believe that in the progress of society the
latter must give way to individual holdings., But there are many points in
which the actual Ryotwar system of the Madras Presidency may be much
impooved; and such improvement will follow abmost naturally under a
moderate assessment, in the place of the exorbitant rates now existing
prevailing in many districts, These improvements will in great part consist
in or spiing from the almost entire cessation ofthe present numerous
remissions, Under a moderate assessment, such as it is the desire of the
Government to establish, there will be no necessity for remissions except
under rare and special circumstances and they should cease as a part of the
annual and ordinary settlement, "
(15) It is further the opinion of this Government that while noticing
the actual physical characterestics of the soil, the claseifier should also
note, as nearly as he can, its productive power, stated in quantities
of some one of the ordimary grain crops; paddy for irrigated land, and
cumboo, cholum, or some other grain, for unirrigated. This will form the
basis of the ultimate zmtiiwmamt assessment; the estimate should be made
on a carefully moderate scale, so as to allow for indifferent crops and
bad seasons., In making this estimate the classifier should consult Ryots
and other persons of local experience, but should decide according to his
own judgment, So important in the opinion of this Government is simplicity
of classification, that they think it well may be considered whe ther it =
will not be practicable to abolish the distinctive classifigation of lands
according as they are or are not capable of irrigation from a Government
source, and to classify all land simply with reference to its soil, and its
productiveness without irrigapion; charging a water rate when Gov\ernmt;nt
. “ .'nmg}f)r%t)'%{.mil amed or ,@ ShrreEpiyable This is the practice in the
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North West Provinces and has obvious advantages; and though the universal
practice here is different, yet, the change might be made without
inconvenience on the occasion of a survey, if on the whole deemed expedient,

(18) Next to the classification of soils will come the valuation of the
land, The classification having regard simply to the physical quality and
the productive power of the soil, the valuation takes in also the considera-
tions of nearness to a road or a market, facilities of irrigation* (*In the
case of dry land, the aztual payment for the use of Government water supplied
will be a distinct charge) and other accidental rather than inherent
circumstances, whether affecting the value of the crop or its quantity,

This may most conveniently be effected, as in Bombay, by placing the field
or the village, as the case may be, in a higher or lower class of assessment
according to the aggregate ofsueh circumstances,

(17) The classification of the soil, and the valuation of the land having
been made, the next and final process will be to determine the assessment,
This, as already said, should be moderate; but there the question comes in -
What is a moderate assessment? The existing rates were based, generally
speaking, on an assumed proportion of 50 per cent of the gross produce in
the case of irrigated land and of 33 per cent in that of unirrigated, after
making certain deduction for village servant's allowances, These may be
stated as the proportions generally; the actual proportions were in some
cases exactly these, in some a little more, and in some a little less.

The proportions taken in each District are generally ascertainable; but
here comes in an element of uncertainty, becuase they were applied to the
quantities of produce estimated by the classifiers; and it is very doubtfdl
how far these estimates were correct, or were made bona fide, There seems
reason to believe that they were often fraudulently low, Further, the
quantity of produce thus fixed as the Government share was commuted into
money at prices supposed to represent the average selling price at the time;
but the mode of computing these prices varied much in the several Districts
and hence another element of inequality and uncertainty, In all Districts
however, without exception, from causes on which it is unnecessary to
expatiate or to speculate in this place, the price of grain has fallen

very materially since the period of commtation, and thus pro tanto, the
assessment has in fact been raised, On the whole probably, the propertion
of the crop actually taken by Government at the present time, except where
there have been recent reductions, is not less than 50 per cent on
irrigated lands and 35 per cent on unirrigated lands, In some Districts
however, and insome parts of Districts the assessment is certainly highsx
lighter than this; in others it is propably heavier,

(18)  Sit Thomas Munro was always of opinion that, in order to give the
Ryot any proprietory interest in the soil, the share taken by the Government
ought not to exceed one third of the gross produce, But in the Ceded
Districts, where the assessments were lowered in order to bfing them to
this proportion, there are still loud complaints of over-assessment; and
the state of those Districts, of Bellary in particular, is certainly not
such as to indicate much wealth or comfort among the people, In the North
Western Provinces, the rule was, never to take more than two thirds of
the net 'roduce accruing to the proprietor; in other wordd, two thirds

of the rent, This share of the net produce would bear various proportions
to the gross produce, according to circumstances; ¢h the whole it may
perhaps be assumed that it would be equal to about 30 per cent of the
gross produce., And in an Essay on the settlement of the North Western
Provinces, in the twedfth volume of the Calcutta Review, generally
attibuted to the late Mr,J.Thomason, it is stated, (page 442) that this,
or nearly this, is about the real proportion in the most fertile and best
irrigated Districts, Nut it is added, (page 443) that in Mozuffernugger
the revemue is only 20% per cent of the gross produce; and in Bareilly
about 22} per cent; and in Goruckpore not akove 12 per cent, It must also
be remembered that, under the settlement of the North Western Provinces,
the whale of the waste land is given up by the Government to the proprietor
for the term of the settlement %thirty years), whereas under the Ryotwar
system, all such land, assoon as brought under cultivation, will be liable
to its full quota of tax, so far as temporary exemption may be permitted
to reimburse the immediate cost of reclaiming it.

(19) On the whole, taking all the circumstances into consideration, the

Governor in Council of opinion that, in order to give the Ryot a real
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proprietary interest in the soil and to induce extended cultivation, 30 per
cent of the gross produce, computed, as provided above in para 15, may be
taken as the maximum of the Government demand, This maximum to be fixed
asthe actual demand under the most favourable circumstances, as explained
above in para 16, but to be liable to deduction, according to the lower
degree, or to the absence of such advantages or any of themy Probabky on
the whole it may be assumed that, under this rule, the average share taken
by Government would be about 25 per cent, or orm fourth of the gross produce.
This proportion is intended to be that taken for the general purposes of
the State; besides which it may be proper to establish cesses for local
objects, as in the North West Province;especially for the maintenance and
improvement of the District Roads, and for education,

(31) It is now necessary to consider how the measures above rec ommended
would affect the revenue, The present Revenue from Ryotwar Districts and
parts of Districts amounts to about 317 lacks of Rupees, It has been
stated above that the present actual assessment probably takes not less
than 50 per cent of the produce of irrigated lands, and 35 of unirrigated;
speaking in both cases of land employed inthe ordinary manner of each kind
and omitting the effect of private improvemants, and of special cultivation,
Such being the case, it is obvious that ép reduce the demand to 25 per cent
of the ordinary produce, would, other things remaining the same, cause a
very material loss of Revenue, But it is to be observed, in the first place,
that the present assessments are as already said, much higher than they
were originally, in consequence of a material fall in the price of the
staple agricultural products; that they are admitted to be exclusively
heavy; that the necessity pf reducing them has been acknowledged; and that
in several Districts they are already in course of reduction. Second: It
js certain that the burden of the existing assessment has actually operated
to keep much land out of cultivation and so to depress the Revenue, It is
a striking fact thet during the fhxixy thirty-four years that have elapsed
since the final adoption of the existing Rysbwar gettlements, though

popul ation has largely increased, and the country has enjoyed uninterrpted
peace, there has been scarcely any increase in the land Revenue; showing
how slight an extension of cultivation has taken place,

(35)  There seemsto be no damit reom for doubt that with a vast extent of
unoocupied land, with a peaceable and industrious population, scantily fed
and scantily employed to the extent of being led to cross the sea in search
of employment, though peculiarly averse to leaving home; with roads and
other means of commnication being every year improved and extended; under
all these circumstances, it seems clear that such a reduction of Assessment
as would make agriculture profitable, would speedily be followed by a vast
extension of cultivation. To these expectations are to be added the more
partial causes which will make it practicable to enforce the fair claims

of the Revenue on extensive tracts now evadingthem; and lastly, it must

be noticed that the measures proposed must of necessity occup¥ a very
considerable length of time, It can hardly be expected that the survey

and settlement of this extensive Presidency can be accomplished in less
than fifteen or twenty years; and thus only one fifteenth or one twentieth
of the Revenue will have to be dealt with in each year,and there will be
full time for the restorative agencies called into existence by the new
measures to come into operationsx. On the whole, considering the present
depressed condition of this presidency, it seems fair mff to anticipake
with confidence that the result of these measures, instead of a falling off,
will be an accession to the Revenue, while, as respects the payers and the
public the gain will be enormous, the Revenue will be derived from resources
double or treble those upon which it is levied ndw; and will be paid with
corresponding ease and absence of privation,

(5) It is very certain that the original Hindoo assessment, in its
characterestic of moderation in the demand and gimplicity in the mode in
which it was fixed, was disregarded in the attempts subsequently made by
the ruling power, and the Zemindars underit, to realise an excessive demand
but tle leading principle of a money rent on the land was probably never
lost sight of and to genmeral recognition of this principle is to be traced
the muctah settlements of the Zemindars at the period of permanent settle-
ment; although accounts have not been discovered to connect the ancient
Hindoo assessment with the mmctah rates just noticed, it is not to be
inferred that such do not exist, nor is it improabable that' a further
acquaastance with the details of the muctah assessment as they now present
themselves, and a comparison of these dwksiix with the knowledge, though

Contre or Policy sS4 1, which we posspgsafthe assessment under former Governments, will
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lead to the identity ofthe two being established. The principle of a money
asgessment on the land is recognised generally in the Circars and other
parts, and as the different ancient standards of measurement are still
found to prevail, it is imporabable that the principles of the ancient
assessment should have been altogether obliterated,

The proportion of the produce which may be taken for the land
tax has given rise to a much diversity of opinion. If it were possible to
calculate the data, the limit I would name would be one half of the net
produce after deducting every possible outgoing for labour, profits of
capital and stock, &, leaving the other half as the proprietor's rent
to be enjoyed by the ryot, But I do not think that such elements of
calculations are attainable in operations conducted on so large a scale
as those in contemplation, We are necessarily thrown back on general
estimates of average produce of each class compared with average prices
and with the run of past collections, About one-third of the gross
produce of wet lands and one-fifth of that of dry have usually been
considered to constitute a fair and moderate land tax, I believe that
taken as a whole the assessment now levied does not generally exceed
one-thikd of the produce, It is to the unequal distribution of its
parts and to the pressure of unauthorised demands that the poverty and
depression of the ryots are mainly due,

MINUTES OF THE RIGHT HONOURABIE LORD HARRIS, ON THE PROPOSED
GENERAL SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT ; DATED 12TH MAY 1855

With redpect to Sir H.Montgomery's semark, on my suggestion that
25 per cent should be the proportion of gross produce which Government
should receive, I would take this opportumity of stating, that it by no
means follows that nearly half the amount of the present land assessment
would be sacrificed,

So far as I can learn, I am led to suppose that the quantity of land
actually incultivation considerably exceeds that on which the rates are levied,
and that consequently a correct measurement will give a gain to Government
on this point, ,

But that argument is taken apart from the real point for consideration,
which is, what is the mag¢imum which Government can demand of the cultivator,
leaving him a fair prospect of being remunerated for his labour and of
receving a just interest for his capital.,

To exceed this involves ruin to him, and therefore loss to the country,

If one-third of the gross produce is equal to two-thirds of the net
profit, I think it is more than should be taken with a just regard to the
views above mentioned,

1 have no doubt, that if fixed at the rate I have ment ioned, not only
would there be no loss to the general income, but that there would be in a
short time a large addition to it, by the large guantity of land which
would betaken into cultivation, and by the increased consumption of articles
of import, both of which would be caused by the accumalation of capital,

The actual loss or gain to Goverhment will only be known after the
survey has been made and the assessment fimed, and I am disposed to think
that the genral out-turn would be far from unfavourable to Government ,

The proportion of 25 per cent of the gross produce has been fixed
on by the French and there can be no doubt of the result which has followed
in their territories, It has been most successful, It should be remembered
that even if diminutions of Revenue should occur in consequence, in some
localities, these would be by no means contemperaneous; as the survey
cannot be carried on all over the country, and will, however expeditiously
effected, consume a great deal of time, HARRIS,

FEL*] *] *] *] %] ¥ *¥] *1%
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PROPOSED GENERAL REVENUE SURVEY OF THE MADRAS PRESIDENCY

Page 101-102

Minute of the Right Hon'ble Lord Harris,
on the proposed general survey and acsessement
dated 26th October, 1854,

It ie generslly asserted (and I see no reason to doubt it)
that the reasurements of the area are generally incorrect,
and that in some parts of the country none have been taken
on which reliance can be placed, :

The assessement wouldappear to have been fixed with no
greater accuracy, and has in some districts been placed
so mizesd high as to prevent the cultivation of the soil.

Mach has been published of late respecting the unsatls factory
state of this Ppesidency, of the poverty of the inhabitants
and of the hopeless position in which they are placed, of the
exorbitant tzmetion, and all this migery has been dtated

to be the result ofBritish misgovernment,

I have serious doubts of the correctness of these assertions.

That the majority of the cultivators ofthe soil are poor, is
certainly true; but that is almost certain to be the case
where the goil is divided into innumerable small holdngs,
each insufficient to provide for the most ordinary wants

of a family of the lowest class,

That the position of the ryots is not very hopeful, mey be
attrituted to many circumgtances; but I am indddded to think
that their depressed condition is as much the result of moral
as of economic causes.

That the temation which they have to pay is excessive, may in
some instances be the case; but I cannot allow that publiec
funds contributed by the Presidency is exorbitant: neither

I am prepared to admit that the state of the country genmerally
is deteriorating.

Page 105-106

I think, therefore, that though the assessment should be
moderate, it should be calculated on a certain fixed besis
which can be known, and which has reference to those points
which are of material importance in the calculation, and
which have been already, or which will be hereafter mentioned.

In para 34, Mr, Thomas enters upon the consideration d‘whlt
is moderate assessment,

On this important point, he at onee rejects the rates
fixed by Sir Thomass Munro in the Ceded districts, which were
33 per cent of dry grain and 45 per cent of wet produwe, and
he would interdict any officer from teking 'a higher propertion
than 30 per cent for wet and 22 per cent far dry grain land'.

He would further reject all garden rates, as has already
been authorised in South Arect .

I quite agree with Mr, Thomas in his objections to the rates
fixed 4in the Ceded Districts, the faultiness which has been
made manifest, by the necessity of having constant recourse to
the very objectionable plan of givimg remisgions.

But I am disposed to think, that a closer approximetion
to a just proportion might be attained thab that prepeed by
Mr, Thomas, whilst, at the same time, the gemmral process
would be simplified, 2
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(Para 46)

(Pare 47)

(Para 48)

3 2 :

I havealready stated my views as to the classification
of the land, including the quantities and species of
produce which it shoulld be declared to bear.

In the classifieation I have proposed to get rifl of
the division between wet and dry land, so that the soil
would be classified solely on its merits, leaving the
advantages gained by the opportunities for irrigation
to be paid by a water rete, to be settled according to
rules to be arranged by Officers deputed on that service.

The question then comes, what propartion of the gross
produce of the soil classified as above stated should be
claimed by the Government, :

I think it is most important, in order to enable
the valuers to have some sure grounds from which they
can start, and timy to enable them to settle that most
diffiicult matter of a fair and moderate assessment, fut
ore or two points should be definitively fixed,

The classiffication when determined on, though liable
in some mases possibly from time to time revision, would
be one of thege,

The proportion to be paid to Government should
undoubtedly be the other, :

Sir Thomas Manre's proportion varied from 45 per cent
to 33 per centy but I believe he considered that it ought
not in any case mxemdichwayxzxsx to exceed 33 per cent,
Mr, Thomas would range between 30 and 22.

At present in this Presidency, I hear it is often
50 per cent or even more.

It is calculated I have heard, though all such calcula-
tiong are not worthy of very great confidence, that 33 per
cent of the gross produce will pive &% 2/3 of the net profit.

Whether this be the case or not, I will not pretend to
~decidg; if it is correct, it is a larger amount than the
Government should exact.

After the best consideration I can give the subject, I am
of opinion that 25 per cent viz. om=fourth,is the maximum
which Government may fddrly claim on all lands, classified
as I bhave mentioned abovg, but liable to such deductions
in various cases as I shall now mention,

It is poscible, that any immediste dimunition of Reverme
which might be likely to result from this change in the
_per centage might be in many instances provided against by
allowing the Ryots to take a larger portion of land in
proportion to the decrease of assessment,

(Para 49) T have now advanced to this position of the procedure.

Centre for Policy Studies

1, The classification of the soil, ibe merits
Being declared by the amount and quality of produce
applied to each class,

Re The proportion of that produce which is to be
claimed as the Goverrment demand,

It is now the time I think for the valuer, surveyor
or whatever he may be called, to take into consideration
those adventitious circumstancee, which cause different
fields, (tho' containing soils of similar qualities) to
be more or less value, such as distances from villages,
roads, or markets, &c. &c,

seed
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Having come to his conclusion on this point, and almays
reteining the 25 per cent as the highest Government claim for
bhe most favoured soils, he will fix the smount of gross which
shall be paid by all others.

Page 112-113

(Para 78) I comsider that the land of the country belongs
to the Government de facto, and should be held by it and
should be distrituted by # amongst the population in such
& manner, as is likely to vause it to be most beneficially
cultivated both as regards the intcrests of the cultivators,
and of the whole community,

There may be and we know there are, many hindrances to
this principle being even openly allowed, much more to its
being fully carried out in all countries, but in those cases
wherein the oppertunity is afforded of starting frem first
principles it should not be neglected,

I think this opportunity exists in the Ryotwar Districts
of this cmntry.

(Para 79) The foundetion of taxation in India, consists in
its teing direct, and in itsbeing derived from land,

To this tax the people readily yield, and it would be
therefore injudicious to make such alterations in its relative
bearings to the whole amount of the public revenue, as might
in a short time render it a small item amongst the general
contributions to the income of the country,

If another cousse were to be purused, it would shortly
be necessary, in order to keep up the revenue, to have
recourse to the many expedients of indirect taxation which
Create constant difficulties and dissemsions and which are
frequently unsstisfactory in their results,
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PAPERS RELIATING TO THE PROPOSED GENERAL REVENUE SURVEY OF
MADRAS PRESIDENCY
Pages 112-113
(82) What I mean is this: there is a position differing from that of
being $he tenant of a landlord, differing also from that of landlord as
it exisis in England; that position is, being tenant of the State on
liberal terms, which is in actual existence in this country,

I am of opinion, that it is very important on sound, industrial
and financial grounds that this position should be perpetuated,

Morally, becanse I believe it will have the tendency to require
each generation to act and work for itself,

Industrially, because it will insure the best cultivation for the
whole of the soil; financially, because it will continue a simple and easy
modd of taxation, which gradually and almost imperceptibly will augment
the public funds in proportion to the progress made in the country,

. (83) To secure thémse results, the assessment must be:

1, Sufficiently high to make each proprietor look after his
affairs, or to hazard the loss of his holding by non-payment of his dues,

2, Sufficiently moderate, as not to interfere with the employment
of capital, or to shake confidence in the certainty¥ of a fair met return
for the outlay.

3. Sufficiently important, in amount, as at all times to be the
chief, or at all eventd a principal item of the public revenue,

(Minute of Rt,Hon'ble HARRIS)
October 26, 1854,
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Directions to
settlement
Officers,

(Letter from Court of Directors to
Bovermment of Fort St.Ceorge, 17 Dec 1858)
PAPERS RELATING TO THE REVISED SURVEY AND ASSESSMENT
MADRAS PRESIDENG

15 The next and the final process is the determination of the
assemsment, You are of opinion that, with certain exceptions, the
proportion of the crop actually taken by Governme nt at the present
time, except when there have been recent reductions, is not less
than 50 per cent, on irrigated, and 35 per cent on unirrigated land.
Under the revised assessment you propose that 30 per cent of the
gross produce should be taken as the maximum of the Governm r
demand under the most favourable circumstances, but subject to
reductions in the event of the absence or lowsr degree of any of
the accidental adbantages referred to in the preceding paragraph,
These reductions would, you apprehend, bring down the share taken
by Government to about 25 per cent, or one-fourth of the gross
produoe.

16 We consider that this part of your scheme is the one most open
to objection, and moreover that it is inconsistent with the principle
laid down in para 13 of your resolution, that the right of Govermment
is not even to the whole rent, but only to a share of the rent, In
lands of a high defree of fertility, possessing easy means o communie
cation, and in the neighbourhood of good markets, 30 per cent of the
gross produce may fall considerably within the limit of the rent or
net produce; in lands less fertile and less favourably situated, a
much smaller share of the gross produce mey considerably exceed it.
The natural and inevisable sonsequence, as it appears to us, of
apportioning the assessment bo the gross produee, is to favow the
most fertile lands, and to press with increasing severity on the
poorer 2ands in an inverse ratio to their fertidity.

17 In a natural state of things, when the demand for agricultural
produce is such as to render it necessary to bring all the available
land under the plough, the least fertile land incultivation would be
that the gross produce of which would merely furnish the wages of
labour and the profits of the stock employed in cultivating it s leaving
no surplus out of which any rent or assessment could be paid, If
under our reven'®e system, an assessment, however small, is impoged
such land must of necessity, all other circumstances remaining the
same, be abandoned, and cultivation will recede until it reaches the
point at which the gross produce is just sufficient to provide for
the payment of the assessment, in addition to the wages of lkbowr

and the profits of stock,

18 The fact that the holdings are generally of very small extent,
that the labour is performed in most cases by the ryot and his family,
and that the agricultural capital employed is of exceedingly small
amount, does not, we apprehend, interfere with the operation of the
principles bo which we lave adverted. The produce of the land mst
at least be sufficient to feed and clothe the labourer and his

gamily, and to replace the cattle and agricultural implements as they
becore worn out; and, besides this, a surplus must remain for the
payment of the assessment imposed by the State.

19 We are therefore of opinion that the assessment should be
proportioned to the net, and not to the gross produce, This course
was foldowed in the North Western Provinces of Bengal, when the
proportion demanded by the Government as its land revenue was taken
at two-thirds of the net produce, You observe that, although this
cshare of the net producewould bear various proportions to the gross
produce, according to circumstances, on the whole it may be assumed
to be equal to about 30 per cent on the gross produce. Admitting
this assumption to be sufficiently correct for practical purposes,
we musy observe that the question is in no respect one of averages.
It may be true that 30 per cent of the gross proguce of a whole
district may be equivalent to two-thirds of the net produce; but
the object of your proposed operations is to apportion the assess-
ment fairly on the individual fields composing the district accore
ding to their vaying degrees of value, and this object will not be
attained by making the gross and not the net produce of each field
of assemsment,
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20 It may be argued that the net produce cannot be ascertined,
or even estimated with any near approach to accuracy. No attempt to
estimate the net produce has been made in the revised settlaments of
Bombay or of the NortheWest Provinces in the latter of which it is
declared, that the operation of determining the assessment is 'not
one of arithmetical caleculation, but of judgment and sounddiscretion'.
ed that absolute accuracy cannot be obtained; but
‘:if; :ﬁuﬁr?ngiggifh the assessment on tg basis of the net p:;'oduce
or rent, we apprehend that you would be pursuing a course founded on
correct principles, although but imperfectly attainable in practice.
For the attaimment of thik objective, as of many others coremplated
in the revised settlement, itis probable that much useful information
may be gathered by mmmsikruekimgx consulting the most intelligent and
influential inhabitants of the villages in course of assessment.
The main point to be regarded is, that the assessment should be fixed
at a rate sufficiently moderate, to allow for errors of judgment on
the part of the settling officer, If this be attended to, the effect
of any inequalities which may occur, will only be to render the lower
assessed fields more valuable than those on which a higher assessment
is imposed; but in all cases the share of the net produce left to
the cultivator after defraying the assessment and the expenses of
cultivation, will still be sufficient to render his land a desirable

property.

. 21 The proportion of the produce to be taken as reverme being
determined, the next step, you observe, is to decide the principle
on which to convert it into money., You propose that shesssessment
of each field should be fixed in terms of so much grein, and that
the grain should be converted into money at the average price of
the preceding seven or ten years (according to the period that it may
be thought advisable to teke) and that the prices so fixed should
endure for a term of the same length, at the expiration of which they
would again become liable to readjustment on the same principle.

You are also of the opinion, that the grain assessment should not be
géxed in perpetuity, but declared unaltersble for a period of
years.

NB: It is also suggested, that the mode practiced in this country
for the commutation of tithe into a rent charge, might perheps
be bendficially adopted, viz. to take the conversion price of
each year at the average price of the preceding seven years,

22 We entertain great doubts of the expediency of these proceedings.,
. We think that the rates, as we propose them to be assessed should be
sufficientdy moderate $o allow for all ordinary fluctustions in the
price of grain, and that all needlessly frequent alterations in the
amount of the ryots payments should be avoided. The grain assessment
having been determined and converted into money at a fair and
moderate rate, we should prefer that the assessment so fixed should
be declared unaltersble for a termm of 30 yeare (as in Bombay and the
North-West Brovinces), at the expiretion of which period both the
amount of the grain assessment and the rate of its conversion into
money, would be subject to readjustment, according to the circumstances.

Page 18 28 We cannot doubt that rules framed in accordance with the principles
indicated in the preceding pera would have the beneficial effect of
preventing further subdivision of holdings, and ultimately getting rid
of a large proportion of the very esmall ones which now exist, that they
night be carried into effect mmy without any objectionable interference
with private rightes.

28 In pare 27 you have referred to the rights of meerssidars over the
vaste lands of their villapges, and you observe, that 'under moderate
assessment land will become valuable, the rightful holders will occupy
it themselves, subletting it, or part of it, and will no longer quietly
submit to its being given away to those who have rightful interest in it',
The question involved in this paragraph, is one of very considerable
importance, and it would appear that you have now propoge to deal with
it in a manner at variance with the practice which has hitherto
prevailed, We @esire that, in the disposal of waste land, you will be
guided by the principles leid down in para 55 of our despatch of the
28th July (No.8) 1841, and paras 31 and 32 of the despatch, dated

3rd July (No.17) 1854, and which are more fully enunciated in your 2
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e :
Minutes of Consultation of the 1st March and 24th July 1849,

29 We see no reason to change the opinions respecting the
rights of meerasidard which we entertained when those parajraphs
were written. Whereever, ae in Tanjore, any remains of meerasy-
rights have survived to the present time, and have an actual
existence, we do not desire that it should be interfered with}
but where, as in the grester portion of your Presidency, it has
fallen into desuetude » and has only been known in name ever
since we have obtained possession of the country, we think that
it would be unwise snd inexpedient to meke any attempt for its
revival,

(Circular Orders of the Board of Revenue, para 321)

Page 21 45 In conclusion, we have to express our entire satisfaction
at the liberal and enlightened spirit in which this important
subject has been discussed, and at the lucid and able msnner in
which your conclusions and recommendations have been placed before
us in your Minutes of Consultegion of the 14th August 1855, As you
widl now be in possession of our general sanction to the expenditure
involved in the execution of this great measure, and of our view of
the principles on which it should be conducted, we have only to
state, in full concurrence with the sentiments recorded by your
Government, that we should 'deeply regret if any further delay
were permitted to intervene in entering on a work which has been

. accomplished, or is in course of execution in all the other divisions
of the British Indien Empire, which ig universally admitbed to be
urgently required ' in the Madras Presidency, dnd vhich is, indeed
absolutely necessary wherever a land-tax constitutes the chief part
of the public revenue, because it affords the only sound data for
Judging of the value of theland',

Sd. W-H-Sykes’
R.D.Mangles
&e, &ec,

(Letter from Court of Directors to Government of
Fort St. George, 17 Bec 1856)
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