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Warren Hastings to Sir B, Coote: 21 January 1779

(2ad s 29117: Letters to Commanders and Envoys: ff 73=82)

££77v) The sovereignty of the Maratta state is by its
constitution vested in a Raja, but for many (ff 78r) years
past, that is since the accession of the late Raja, the
powers of it have been usurped by the minister of the Raja
who is styled the Peshwa, the Raja possessing only the name.
The last Raja was called Raja Ram Raja. He died about the
latter end of December 1777. He had no childreh, nor have I
yet heard certainly that any successor has been named. Moodajee
Boosla has the fairest pretenskons, being in the direct
1ineal descent from the ancient stock, and the adopted =on

of Saboo Raja, the predecessor of Ram Raja, though deprived
of his rights by the artifices of Ballajee who was the Peshwa
when Saboo Raja died, and by an accomodation with Ragoojee
Boosla the father of lMoodajee, which was confined to ax

bare sufferance of Ram Raja's elevation, without any acknow-
ledgement of it, he and his sons, as Moodajee does to this
day, styling themselves (ff 78v) in all public acts the
subjects of Raja Sahooe.

I had an early knowledge of Moodajee's pretensions,
and judged him therefore a fit instrument to supply the
place of Ragonaut Row, in the plan offered to us by the
presidency of Bombay. He had wealth, power, a territory
extending from the borders of Bengal almost to Poonaj; Ragonaut
Row neither wealth power nor territory, nor an influence
remaining which could supply the want of these requisites,
except what might eventually arise from an active part taken
by the presidency of Bombay in his favor, and they had
plainly shewn that they would take none. The only point
wanting was to fix Moodajee in a party in the design. I
expected him to make advances having sent back his vackeel
4o him for that purpose a man of understanding and well
instructed. But it soon became necessary 1o take a more
determined and active part. On the Tth of July advices were
received from (££f79r) Cairo and deemed to be of certain
oredit that war had been declared between great Britain and
France. 1t was almost immediately proposed and resolved to
enter into negotiationwith Moodajee Boosla on the grounds W
which I have mentioned above. Mr Blliot was deputed on this
service and set out on the July. Mr Rumblod has a copy
of his instructions, and I have desired him %o give you the
perusal of them. The whole gservice could not have furnished
an agent equally qualified for such a commission, and my
hopes of its success were proportionately raised; but these
were suddenly blasted, and the whole project annihilated by
the death of that excellent young man.

T must now return to Col. Leslie. The distance from Calpy
to the river Nerbudda is about 140 coss. .. (££79v) his
death which happened on the 3rd (Oct).. in time (after) of
exactly four months from the day on which he began his
march from that place.

980r)..Mr Elliot's death was a stroke of providence for
which I could have made no provision, and left me no other
recourse but in the desire which I had endeavoured to excite
in the Raja of Berar to take a leading part in the negociation.

(££80v)..Knowing that Moodajee Boosla must have received
much earlier intelligence of the death of My Elliot than
myself, I thought it adviegable to defer taking any steps
towards renewing the negotiation wikek/I could /until
learn from him what effect that event had produced in his
mind. He was no sooner informed of it than he wrote to me
in the most pressing terms to transfer the powers with which
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Warren Hastings to E. Coote: Nov 1779
(Addis 29115, ££50-56)

"T am happy that you approve of the plan proposed for the
Gohid treaty. In this point at least our political #deas do
not differ, for the same objection which you have made %o
the mode of ascertaining the value of the congyuered lands,
struck me as forcibly, and it was the first alteration which
I made in it as you will have seen by the copy of the
finished treaty."

"At present I know no remedy, as the incapacity of the Nabob
of Oude, and the turpitude of his character precludes me from
proposing the only one Wwhich I could approve, which would ?
restore this zemindary (Benares) to the government of Oude.

It ought either to be ours wholly, or wholly appertain (2) to
its ancient and constitutional spvereign. On its presend
footing it carries in its bosom the seeds of enmity to both,
and if the Rajah can find the means of transporting his

(££ 53v) influence to England, he will do yet more mischief
by exciting the spirit of discord."

Warren Hastings to Sir John D'Oyly, Bart: 8 Feb (?) 1780
(ff 61v-64v:29115sreappintment of MRC)

"in accomodation has been concluded between Mr Francis and
myself" (reasonings) 2nd The certain junction of Sir E.
Coote with Messrs Francis and Wheler oh his return to the
Council would effect the same point by violence which I now
propose to accomplish by quiet and amicable compromise. .. (63v)
.. "convince him if you can and win him if you can. But
submit he muste" o..(ff64r).. "The material argument I habe
not mentioned because I doubt the Nabob's capacity to under-
stand it. Our Government has been torn to shreds by the conten-
tions which it has endured for the last six years and to
the interhal evils which these have produced are now joined
a war with France and a war with the Marattas which will
require an exertion of all the power which this state possesses
to defend it. These can not be applied while the members of
Government continue divided. In a word our existence as a
government our personal safety and the Nabob's too depend
on our union, and to obtain it (££64v) I have made large i
sacrifices. This is one in which if the Nabob considers himself
under any obligation to my friendship he owes his acquiescence
as a first return, We are now at a crisis which will not :
admit of inactivity or temporary delays but our future destiny {
may turn and I believe it will on the events of the last
month and the period to the commencement of the rains."

F.Scott to Sir J.D'Oylys 16 Feb 1780
(££ 65)

"The Governor General has desired me to inform you that
Mohammed Reza Cawn is to be invested with the same powers
in every respect that he enjoyed previous to the 30th Hanuary
1788 agreeably to the last orders of the court of directors 1
that to preserve the ostensible dignity of the Nabob, his
signature or seal is to be put to all papers issued from the
FWizemut but without any effective power, nor is he to be
consulted in public business,"
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