m . y Nds S 3
CRopen [ Consiabe wqn) ihEe e C

after his
asaresy
in the In
the Brit

The acer
some set
stricture
with stre
commit
‘scarcely
in arms

Sonofa

domesti

with his
when or
excessivi
he displs
todog h
was to le
arrived i
would b?
foundati
British I
Clive's¢
siege of
Most me
with gre
his reade
which p
establish
whole ‘|
stretchin
is built u
principa
Hand, N
individol
Tender -
marriagg
understa
unstable,
Col'll'agﬂ(
an enign ;
discernir

informeg:

come frc

Indianssc

or Pﬂﬁy Stiidies

~ exml

.-/'.

4 Clive _of.ﬁn};a

monarch in front of all the crowds could have had a lasting effect on a
self-conscious and highly-strung boy of nine, which would have been his
most likely age at the time of the incident, if it actually happened. For
when Clive was this age, his Aunt Bay died; so it is very possible that he
went to stay with his parents in London. To the shock and sense of loss
occasioned by the death of his aunt, who was then more like his mother,
would have been added the traumatic experience of exchanging the rural
peace of Manchester for the noise, the jostling crowds and the smells of
the London of Hogarth; a large city even by present-day standards.

His dislike of London in later life may well have stemmed from this first
visit. It is clear, too, that he regarded Hope Hall as more of a home than
his parents’ house; yet this is only to be expected, since he spent his most
impressionable years there, and does not necessarily denote that he was
in any way unhappy when living with his parents. He was somewhat in
awe of his father, but so were most boys in those days; his subsequent
generosity to him would indicate that he did not suffer any undue harsh-
ness from him in his childhood or boyhood, for he was never quick to
forgive a past injury. Like most of the Clives, his father was short-
tempered; but his mother, who was the stronger character, is said to have
been good at smoothing him down.® Indeed, the influence of Clive’s
parents’ house is likely to have been predominantly feminine; for while
five of the seven daughters borne by his mother lived to be grown up,
only two of her six sons survived, apart from himself; and of these two,
one was about fifteen and the other twenty years his junior. It is, of course,
possible that Clive had 2 brother closer to him in age whose death may
have been a factor in transforming the cheerful if pugnacious little boy of
Hope Hall into the reserved and at times melancholy youth; but more
probably his three other brothers died in infancy, so that for most of the
time which he spent in his parents” house he would have been the only
boy among a bevy of girls. His sisters doubtless hero-worshipped him,
which may not have been good for him as he already tended to be
arrogant. And perhaps it was through this feminine influence that his
character developed its strangely feminine twist, making him impulsive
and irrational yet at the same time giving him the intuition that was
frequently to stand him in good stead.

It would be wrong, however, to suppose that Clive lacked the com-
panionship of other boys. In Manchester he had a cousin with whom he
was very close; and from an early age he experienced the rough-and-
tumble of school —first at Dr Eaton’s at Lostock in Cheshire,1 then, after
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So Hare-brained Fools 5

the death of his aunt, at the grammar school at Market Drayton in his
native Shropshire. The stories of his wildness at Market Drayton, how he
climbed on to a gargoyle at the top of the church tower, and how he led
a gang who terrorized the local shopkeepers, though unreliable in detail,
since they are not based on contemporary sources, can at least be taken to
indicate that as a schoolboy he was still the extrovert he had been as a
child of six.12

Macaulay built on these stories the image of Clive as a2 madcap delin-
quent, and assumed, because he went to four different schools, that he was
‘a dunce, if not a reprobate’. But as a twentieth-century biographer of
Clive rightly points out, his progress from private school to grammar
school, then to public school—Merchant Taylors’—and finally to a sort
of business school, kept by a Mr Sterling at Hemel Hempstead in Hert-
fordshire, was perfectly normal and does not necessarily mean that he was
at any time expelled.: :

Without being either a dunce or a reprobate, Clive may not have been
much of a scholar.?® Nevertheless, he was to show, in later life, a know-
ledge of the classics and a talent for writing and speaking excellent English,
as well as an immense capacity for hard work. It scems only fair to allow
Merchant Taylors’ and the other establishments a little of the credit. One
can, moreover, assume that Clive’s schooldays were relatively happy from
the fact that he sent his own sons to school, instead of educating them
privately, which would then have been quite normal for the sons of some-
one as rich as he had become. And whatever may be said about the
bratalizing effects of boys’ schools in the old days, Clive’s schooling does
not seem to have had any such effect on him. On the contrary, he was
surprisingly humane, given the age in which he lived, the circumstances
of his career and his own autocratic and neurotic temperament.

From the legend of Clive’s wildness, it has naturally been assumed that
his father shipped him out to India because he was good for nothing else.
Far more likely he was sent there because it scemed the best opportunity.
He had to make his way in the world, even though he was the eldest son;
and of the limited choice of careers open to an impoverished young
gentleman in those days, the East India Company service would have
been one of the most attractive, For it would be hard to exaggerate the
importance of the East India Company in mid-cighteenth-century
England. Since its foundation in 1600, and its reconstitution in 1709, it
had grown into far and away the largest and most complex trading com-
pany in the land; its annual sales of East Indian goods amounted to some
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6 Clive of India

L2m. sterling, at a time when the total annual imports of Great Britain
were not worth much more than £rom. As well as trading, it had terri-
torial powers over. the settlements in India; the Governors of its three
Presidencies of Madras, Calcutta and Bombay held more lucrative posts
than did the Governor of any Crown colony. It was the first of the few
Joint=stock companies then in existence; its stock was pre-eminent on the
London market, the nearest thing in those days to a gilt-edged security.
As a supporter of the public credit, both by lending money directly to
the State, and by helping in the arrangement of State loans, the
Company occupied a position in the City comparable only to that of
the Bank of England; and, like the Bank, it was in close alliance with
the Government.

It was fortunate for Clive that his father knew one of the Directors of
this mighty organization. On December 15, 1742, he was summoned to
East India House in Leadenhall Street, the Company’s City headquarters,
where he was formally admitted to the juniormost rank of “writer’, and
assigned to Fort St George, Madras. Before being ushered into the presence
of the Honourable Chairman, he was kept waiting for an hour or two in
a lobby full of other young candidates. One wonders if any of them
noticed him. We have no picture or description of him at seventeen, but
from what we know of his appearance later in life—he was regarded by
smart society in general as of ‘very mean appearance’, and by the critical
Horace Walpole as ‘a remarkably ill-looking man’4 — he cannot have been
very prepossessing, though he was on the tall side of middle height. Even
at this age he may have had some of the fullness of flesh above the eye-
lids,*s which made his brow seem heavy and gave him an unattractive
expression, ‘gloomy, sullen and forbidding’ as his enemies were later to
describe it.'® In him, the characteristic Clive features, large and broad
nose, determined eyes and mouth, thick, dark eyebrows, were arranged
a little lopsidedly, as though to illustrate his own candid admission later
in life, ‘irregular was in my very nature’.” They were also crowded to-
gether, making his face seem pinched, ample though it was—like a ter-
restrial globe with eyes, nose and mouth forming a compact archipelago
in the southern hemisphere.

Now that Clive was virtually a man, he can no longer have been the
extrovert he was as a child and boy. Already that reserve, which made
him seem ‘awkward and unmannerly’,*® would have hindered him from
striking up casual acquaintances. Yet one at least of the young men in the
lobby was no stranger to him, his cousin, William Smyth King. And he
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So Hare-brained Fools 7

may have brought himself to converse with two of the others, John Walsh
and John Pybus, who were to become his close friends.

To Walsh, India was a second home; he had friends and relatives there,
and had himself spent his carly childhood with his parents at Madras.
They were now dead, and he had inherited his patrimony of £2000—
great riches for a youth of sixteen. It may have been on account of his
wealth that Walsh established an ascendancy over Clive, which he was to
maintain even after the roles had been reversed and Clive was far and
away the richer and more important of the two. Clive would listen to
Walsh when he listened to nobody else, so that Walsh, whose principles
were more clear-cut than were his own, became, in a manner of speaking,
his conscience. Walsh’s orderly and logical mind—which seemed to
match his spare frame and ferret face —served as a sheet anchor for Clive’s
wayward temperament. Unfortunately he was inclined to be quarrelsome,
so that under his influence Clive was more than ever ready to take offence.

On March 10, 1743, Clive sailed from the Thames in the East India
Company’s vessel Winchester. To his homesickness at leaving England,
parents and family, were added the terrors of the voyage, and the un-
certainties of life in a strange and distant land. Yet we are apt to regard a
passage to India in the mid-eighteenth century through our own rather
than through contemporary eyes. We think of how the unhealthiness of
India in those days cut short the lives of so many young hopefuls; forget-
ting that the not-so-very-much-better sanitary conditions at home meant
that a young man of Clive’s gencration was far more inured to the likeli-
hood of an early death than his twenticth-century counterpart—just as he
grew up with a much stronger resistance to disease.'® Again, the India to
which Clive set sail may seem to us infinitely remote; but even before he
met Walsh, he must have known people who had been there, having
spent so much of his boyhood in the upper-middle-class world of London
where the East India trade loomed large. Such apprehensions as he may
have had were offset by the fecling of adventure. He was going to regain
the family fortunes; that he might just as likely have ended in a far-away
grave or, more likely still, returned home poorer than he had left, having
failed to shake the proverbial ‘pagoda tree’, probably did not occur to him
as he boarded the great East Indiaman, as fine a ship as any afloat, of 500
tons and only on her third voyage; with the red and white striped ensign
of the Honourable Company flying proudly from her stern 20

Clive did not suffer from seasickness; but he had to resign himself to
many weeks of cramped conditions, of stink from the bilge, of cold on
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28 Clive of India

the matter being heard at Fort St David. Fordyce was summoned, and
spoke insultingly to the Governor and Council, who promptly dismissed
him from the Company’s service. Reporting the affair to the Directors,
they stated that Clive was ‘generally esteemed a very quiet person and no
ways guilty of disturbances’,29%

The affair tells us a thing or two about Clive at this time, That he was
regarded as ‘a very quict person’ would indicate that even if there is any
truth in the stories of his wildness as a schoolboy, he did not grow into a
rowdy or a swashbuckler; though for all his reserve and his periods of
depression, he must have had  considerable store of high spirits to become
the boon companion of the gay extrovert, Dalton. That he alone, of all
those whom Fordyce slandered, actually tackled the obnoxious clergyman,
shows that, however quict he may have been, he was not the sort of man
to take things lying down. Again, the fact that Fordyce chose to slander
him, at the same time as he slandered the Governor and Council, shows
that Clive was already a somebody, though only twenty-three and still
very junior.

Macaulay compares the state of India following the death of the Emperor
Aurungzeb in 1707 with that of Europe aficr the death of Charlemagne.
Charles the Bald, Charles the Fat and Charles the Simple have their
counterpart in the later Mogul Emperors ‘sunk in indolence and de-
bauchery’ who ‘sauntered away life in secluded palaces, chewing bang,
fondling concubines and listening to buffoons’, Just as the Count of Flan-
ders and the Duke of Burgundy becauie independent, yet still ‘acknow-
ledged the superiority of the most helpless driveller among tlfe later
Carlovingians’, so did the Nizams and Nawabs of India make themselves
into independent sovereigns while still sending presents to, and obtaining
charters from, the Mogul. And in the same way as Europe suffered from

* Clive's statement at the inquiry was slightly at variance with those of Dalton and
two wmore of his friends. This would indicate that he had a bad memory for detail, for he
had no reason for contradicting Dalton and the other two, who were wholly in his fivour.
At various times in later life, Clive scemed not to have a strict regard for the truh; it
could have been carelessness and forgetfulness, as on this occasion.
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the invasions of Vikings, Magyars and Saracens, so was India, in the first
half of the cighteenth century, invaded by Persians and Afghans.3® The
sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah in 1739, when, symbolicaﬂy, the celebrated
Peacock Throne of the Moguls was carried off as 2 prize, marked the end
of effective Mogul rule.

Eighteenth-century India was also at the merey of plunderers from
within: the Marathas. This once-peaceful people from the hill country
behind Bombay had, towards the end of the century before, turned into a
race of warriors, of fierce freebooting horsemen, They established king-
doms at Poona, at Gwalior, in Berar, even in Tanjore in the far south; no
part of India was safe from their raids, Nawabs and cven the Emperor
himself paid them an annval tribute s protection-money; while the
English at Calcutta dug what was long afterwards known as the Maratha
Ditch as a defence against them. As well as frecbooting, the Marathas
acted as soldiers of fortune, hiring themselyes to one side or the other in
the wars between potentates and rival claimants to provinces which were
the natural result of ‘the political decay that had caten into the heart of
the Indian state system’ st

At the time when the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle put an end to open
warfare between the English and the French, there were rival candidates
for the thrones of both the Deccan and the Carnatic. The Nawab of the
Carnatic was in theory subordinate to the Nizam of the Deccan, but by
this time he was as independent of his overlord as the Nizam himself was
independent of the Emperor, In the Deccan, following the death of the
powerful Nizam-ul-Mulk in June 1748, there was rivalry between the late
Nizam’s second son, Nasir Jang, and his grandson, Muzaffar Jang. In the
Carnatic, the Nawab, Anwar-ud-din, the father of Mohammed Ali, was
in fact a usurper; his position was threatened by a relative of the previous
ruling family, Chanda Sahib,3* 2 chivalrous and colourful adventurer,

The story of these rival princes is remarkable in that to the normal
Oriental confusion of wars, murders, bribery and intrigue was added a
new factor, the intervention of the French and the English. There were
various reasons for this fishing in troubled Indian waters, The recent war
had left both nations with more troops than were necessary to defend their
settlements in peacetime, By putting troops at the disposal of one or other
Indian potentate, it not only meant that the expenses of these troops would
be paid, but there was also the chance of large gains, both for private
individuals and for the Company concerned, should their side win.

The next stage was for the French and English to use the wars between
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30 Clive of India

the rival Indian princes as a cloak for carrying on a war between them-
selves, even though they were officially at peace. Thus the French sup-
ported Chanda Sahib, the English supported Anwar-ud-din and after his
death, Mohammed Ali; the French supported Muzaffar Jang, the English
supported Nasir Jang. The principals in these conflicts became little more
than puppets in a struggle as to whether the French or the English should
enjoy the lion’s share of Indian trade.

How far the ambitions of Dupleix went beyond trade to empire-build-
ing is uncertain. According to a distinguished French historian,® there is
no evidence of a systematic attempt on his part to establish a French
empire in India; although as early as 1749 the English suspected him of
such designs. Clive believed that Dupleix originally aimed at no more than
the control of a district round Pondicherry, but that once engaged in the
politics of the country his successes opened a scene of great power to him.?*

It was in fact the English who first played the game of intervention in
the smaller sphere of Tanjore, a kingdom of rich ficlds studded with
pagodas some thirty miles south of Fort St David. The former ruler of
Tanjore, who had been driven out in 1739, wanted help to regain his
kingdom. The English agreed to send him troops in return for their
expenses and a grant of Devikottai, a fort at the mouth of the Coleroon
IIVEr.

The first Tanjore expedition, which set out in March 1749 under the
command of Captain James Cope, was a fiasco. When, after being held
up on the way by a storm, the English troops reached Tanjore, they failed
to make contact with the reinforcements which had been sent by sea,
though separated from them by a distance of only four miles. There was
nothing for it but to retreat, and as a final mishap they lost most of their
baggage and 400 of their coolies were drowned when crossing a deep
nullal* under fire. Clive, recently promoted to licutenant, went with the
expedition in charge of a company. He afterwards recalled how he and
his comrades were ‘a little staggered, when the hostile Tanjore army
suddenly appeared in full view; it was the first time most of them had been
confronted by so vast a host.3

To redeem this failure, the whole of the Company’s forces at Fort St
David, under the command of Stringer Lawrence, were shipped to the
mouth of the Coleroon and landed, together with heavy artillery, on an
island close to Devikottai. When it came to storming the Fort, Clive asked
if he could lead the assault party. Lawrence agreed, and gave him a platoon

* Watercourse.
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of thirty Europeans and 700 scpoys. Clive led this force across a nullah,
losing four or five of his Europeans by enemy fire. He then advanced
towards the flank of the enemy’s entrenchment, without first making
sure that all his sepoys had crossed the nullah. In fact only some of them
had got across, and these failed to keep close to the platoon and protect its
rear. Thus unprotected, the platoon came close to the enemy and was about
to open fire, when it was attacked in the rear by a body of enemy cavalry,
who charged from only forty yards away, having been hidden between
the projecting towers of the fort. In an instant all but the front three or
four men of Clive’s platoon had been cut to pieces. Clive himself narrowly
escaped death by stepping aside as one of the horsemen came at him, his
sword raised ready to cut him down.?®

He ran back to the nullah, where he found his sepoys drawn up in good
order. Lawrence then led his whole army against the Fort, which the
enemy quickly abandoned. There is some uncertainty as to whether Clive
had first checked the Tanjore cavalry with his sepoys or whether
Lawrence saw him in difficulties and came to his rescue. If the latter,
Clive's attempts to storm the fort would have done nothing to facilitate
its eventual capture. One cannot help feeling that it was his youthful
impetuosity which caused the loss of most of his platoon.

Fortunately for Clive, Lawrence thought otherwise. “This young man’s
carly genius surprised and engaged my attention’, he wrote later, ‘as well
before as at the siege of Devikottai, where he behaved in courage and
judgement much beyond what could be expected from his years.’?
Whatever his judgement on this occasion, Clive certainly showed courage;
and it was courage that was needed to rout Indian armies. When, from the
ramparts of the fort, he saw the Tanjore army of fiftcen or twenty thou-
sand retreating across the plain, it was impressed upon his mind how
easily a small but determined European force could put an Indian host to
flight.

The English made peace with the actual ruler of Tanjore, who ceded
Devikottai to them, paid the cost of the expedition and pensioned off the
pretender. Lawrence’s next job was to act as one of the English Com-
missioners for the handing back of Madras by the French. He took Clive
with him as his quartermaster. They went in August 1749 to Pondicherry.
At last Clive saw the place from within and was able to admire and per-
haps envy its broad streets and handsome buildings: the Tour de 'Horloge
with its fluted pilasters, the baroque churches and Dupleix’s still un-
finished palace, its colonnades reminiscent of the Louvre, rising above
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40 Clive of India

the storm, heedless of the omens of heaven. This to them denoted super-
human courage, so they reckoned it was no good trying to resist such a
foe.14

An advance party hoisted Mohammed Ali’s colours of white and green
on the Nawab’s palace, whichstood next to the fort. At ten that morning
the main part of Clive’s force marched in, complete with field-picces,
ammunition and—as a French agent noted—two chests of liquor.'® As
they made their way along the narrow streets to the fort, they were
watched by the city’s hundred thousand inhabitants.

By such gestures as returning valuable merchandise left in the fort for
safe keeping to its owners, Clive won many of the inhabitants over to his
side.1® This was in accordance with Saunders’s injunction ‘not in any shape
to molest or distress the inhabitants’? —words dictated as much by policy
as by humanitarianism, for he asked for special care to be taken of the
houses of bankers.

Clive learnt the lesson that it pays to treat the populace well. He might
s0 easily have lost his head at finding himself the master of a rich and teem-
ing city. Saunders did his best to bring him down to earth: ‘It is with
pleasure I observe the reception you met with, but when you consider
that those people were entirely in your power, ’tis nothing extra-
ordinary.’ And: ‘If the merchants have a mind to make you a present I
have nothing to say to the contrary, but take care there be no compul-
sion.’® Clive was never to use compulsion—despite what his enemies
may have insinuated to the contrary —in order to get ‘presents’ from those
in his power.

Saunders also took care to instil in Clive the importance of legiti-
macy, of maintaining the pretence that the English were only acting as
auxiliaries. He reminded him to hoist the Mogul's and Mohammed Ali's
colours and to proclaim, by beat of tom-tom, that the place had been
taken in the name of the Mogul, who in theory was Mohammed Ali’s
overlord.1® Clive, who in a burst of patriotism had asked Prince to send
him a Union Jack,? heeded Saunders’s words so well as to abide by the
fiction of Mogul legitimacy for the rest of his life.

Having hoisted the flags and beat the tom-toms, Clive was faced with
the task of raising revenues for Mohammed Ali. He brought pressute to
bear on two or three killedars)* but could never stay long enough to
produce any effect. No less urgent was the question of what to do when

* Commandants of forts or garrisons.
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the enemy recovered from their surprise and attempted to regain the
city.
At first, Clive was uncertain whether to make a stand at Arcot, whether
to retire to the neighbouring fort of Timiri or divide his troops among a
number of different forts, or whether even to go back to Madras. He was
not alone in his ignorance of the political value of holding the capital;
even the knowledgeable Prince advised him to withdraw when it was
reported that Chanda Sahib’s son, Raza Sahib, was coming with 2000
horse.2* Saunders, however, urged him to hold Arcot if it was in any way
tenable. Pigot, who never lacked courage, added his word: “There is a
good deal in the name of the place, and I like the sound of Arcot.” He
expressed his faith in Clive’s “10ddle’, and jokingly called him a Nawab—
pointing out that to retire to Timiri would demote him to being merely
‘Fajdar* Clive'.*®

Clive had ‘noddle’ enough to stay at Arcot, and sct to work preparing
the fort to stand a siege.®® Provisions had to be got in, and paid for by
bills on the Company. There was the need for a safe water supply. It was
all very well for Clive to report cheerfully that the water tasted good; it
might still have given his men fluxes, as Prince pointed out.** Attempts
were made to burn down some of the houses overlooking the walls, but
with no success, for they contained little that would burn. Being closely
surrounded by houses was not the only disadvantage of the Arcot fort.
The walls were a mile in circumference, too long to be comfortably held
by a force as small as Clive’s; the towers were so tumbledown that few
of them could carry cannon; the moat was dry or fordable in many

laces.

g Afier two unsuccessful attempts to dislodge the former garrison of
Arcot, which was encamped a few miles away and impeding the bringing-
in of provisions, Clive refrained from any more sallies while putting the
fort to rights. The enemy, who had grown in number to 3000, took this
as a sign of fear and moved up close to the city. Clive waited until two
hours after midnight on September 14, then marched silently with most
of his force and attacked them while they were asleep. They fled in con-
fusion, hardly troubling to fire a shot while the English force went right
through their camp firing continuously. The English then retired, having
lost not a single man. Terrible shricks and groans from the camp told of
the havoc they had wrought. Next morning, none of the enemy remained

* Loﬂl govcmor.
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44 Clive of India

One thing they did not suffer was hunger, even though the siege lasted
fifty days; Clive having laid in provisions for more than three
months.*

The garrison’s chief hardship, as Clive himself said, was fatigue.?* To
man such lengthy walls with such small numbers meant that nobody had
cnough sleep. The enemy kept up a continual musket fire from the houses,
which were so close that people were actually hurt by stones thrown from
them; and in the words of Doctor Wilson, ‘a man could not show 2 nose
over the parapet without being shot’.3® Yet some of the garrison had
always to be patrolling the ramparts, to make sure that there was not a
surprise attack. On three occasions Clive had a sergeant shot dead beside
him while going his rounds.** One night, Licutenant Glass and a couple
of men were let down over the wall by ropes and tried to blow up the
houses from which the fire was most troublesome; but their attempt failed,
and as Glass was being hauled back again the rope broke and he fell and
was injured.

Meanwhile, Saunders and Prince were trying to get a relief force to
Clive. There was the hope of Gingens coming, of Mohammed Ali sending
a force, of help from the Regent of Mysore. But neither Gingens nor
Mohammed Ali was willing to reduce the garrison at Trichinopoly; the
Mysoreans were too much intimidated by the French to do anything.
Prince was continually being promised troops by this poligar and that
zemindar. Some of Raza Sahib’s allics—one of them, nicknamed ‘the
Dog’, was supposed to have attempted to poison Raza Sahib—started
to intrigue with Clive, who trusted them no more than Prince did, but
spun out the correspondence in the hope that it would keep them
inactive.*?

Saunders scraped together a force of 130 Europeans and 100 sepoys, his
position having been slightly improved by the arrival of some recruits
from Europe. He promised this force at the beginning of October, but it
was another three weeks before it actually set out from Madras on the
road to Arcot, under the command of Lieutenant Innes. Having waited
all this time, the weary garrison must have expected it from day to day,

* The well-known story of the sepoys offering to let the Europeans have all the rice,
and saying that they themselves would be content with the water in which it had been
boiled, must be regarded as a myth. It was first told by Sir John Malcolm, Life of Robert,
Lord Clive (London 1836), and made into an epic by Macaulay, who ends with the
peroration: ‘History contains no more touching instance of military fidelity, or of the
influence of a commanding mind."
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hour to hour, And then the news came that Innes’s force had been inter-
cepted by the enemy and obliged to retire.

In any case, Clive reckoned the enemy were now so strong that it would
take no less than 1000 Indians and 200 Europeans to relieve him.*® But the
constant talk of English reinforcements kept Du Saussay, the commander
of the French force with Raza Sahib, in a state of alarm. Dupleix had
no faith in Du Saussay,?® and replaced him with another officer, Goupil,
who was himself about to be replaced at the time when the siege ended.
These changes did not give the Indians a high opinion of the French
commanders. As for their own general, Raza Sahib, his incapacity was
notorious.

Clive held out hopes to Saunders that he could defend a breach should
the enemy make one. It was now the middle of October and the French
heavy artillery had arrived from Pondicherry. A battery was opened to
the north-west of the fort. The first few shots disabled one of the English
eighteen-pounders and dismounted the other; which was afterwards only
used where it was not exposed to heavy metal. The French cannon con-
tinued their bombardment for six days, by which time the entire wall
between two towers had fallen. But the garrison quickly made an inner
defence of trenches, pallisades and rubble, the officers working side by
side with the men.1

To show Raza Sahib that they were not all that hard pressed, Clive
indulged in a schoolboy prank. The fort contained a huge old cannon,
said to have been sent by the Emperor Aurungzeb, complete with its
seventy-two-pound iron balls. This ancient gun was hoisted on toa mound
of earth built on top of the tallest tower of the fort, and fired so that its
shot went through the palace, which was Raza Sahib’s headquarters. Once
a day for threc days, Clive saluted Raza Sahib in this manner, at the hour
when he knew all his officers would be with him —but on the fourth day,
the old gun burst. The enemy, as though to retaliate, built a mound on top
of a house 50 as to be able to fire on to all parts of the fort. The English
waited till it was finished and the cannon duly perched on it, together
with a crew of fifty. They then toppled the mound over with the remain-
ing eighteen-pounder.

These diversions did not stop the enemy from setting up a battery to
the south-west of the fort, and although their gunners were frequently
driven away by English musketry, they made a breach even larger than
the first. Once again the garrison toiled at digging a trench and throwing
up a breastwork.
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,T;; into Bengal —which they scemed about to do, having for some months founded almost solely on the writings of John Zephaniah Holwell, one of
been improving the fortifications of their settlements. On_becoming Drake’s Council who was himself a survivor of the tragedy and who is
Th Nawab, 1‘{& ordered thcm to demolish these new works. The French known to have been a talented but not always truthful propagandist. E
sor satisfied him by explaining that they were merely repairing the damage Holwell’s assertion that 146 people, of whom 123 died, were shut up in :
:: df)ne by Pghmmg; I?ut he refused to believe the English whcn_they‘assured the Black Hole has been proved mathematically impossible by present-
st him —without, a5 1t happens, much 'I“th—th‘_“ the for‘uﬁc:.:uons of day Indian scholars, who put the total number of those incarcerated at 3
el Calcutta‘ were against the French, rather than himself? His mistrust of between 39 and 69, with between 18 and 43 deaths* Yet even for this 4
: o the English was exacerbated by reports that they had been intriguing with lesser number it would have been horror enough to spend one of the E
Sl his aunt, Ghasiti Begum, and with his cousin, the Nawab of Purnea, both hottest and most sultry nights of the Bengal June crowded together in a X
dor of whom he suspected of disputing his succession. These reports gained room fourteen feet by cighteen, unventilated but for two small barred A
i substance when the English gave sanctuary to Krishna Das, one of Ghasiti’s windows giving on to a deep verandah. W .
v wh clique who had embezzled the Nawab's revenues. More than anything else, the Black Hole has rendered Siraj-ud-daula " A
) o If the Nawab was ill-fitted for handling a crisis of this sort, so was the hateful to posterity, though he was not directly responsible for it. In con- i . ;
be English govemnor, Roger Drake, a weak-minded and rather decadent temporary Madras, however, it does not seem to have caused any more SHER 3
wel young man with a reputation for vice that stemmed from his having of a sensation than the rest of the news from Bengal. When, on August 16, '
ik married his deccased wife’s sister. Like Siraj-ud-daula, he was unsure of his it was learnt that Calcutta had fallen, Clive was immediately summoned %
: :: position, which had not yet been confirmed by London, and so was from Fort St David to attend the Council and the Select Committee.t !il
o touchy and arrogant. He treated Siraj-ud-daula’s envoy‘mth contempt, After six weeks of wrangling, it was decided to go all out to recover il ;
{ Brii which caused the Nawab to make his celcbrated remark: “What honour L Calcutta, even though it meant denuding Madras of troops. This policy — Al .
& Ieft to us, when a few traders who have not yet learnt to wash their a brave and far-sighted one, in view of the imminence of war with France, Al :
e bottoms zeply to the ruler's order by expelling his envoy? when Madras would have been in danger from Pondicherry —was Pigot's; ol z
. 2 Siraj-ud-daula occupied the English subordinate factory at Cossimbazar he was supported by Clive, who offered his services to command the sl
b witl near Murshidabad and then marched on Calcutta, The English felt con- expedition. Of the possible alternative candidates, Pigot himself stood Sl
k. hict. fident that they would be able to repel him. But their defences— despite down through lack of military experience, and Lawrence was too asth-
3 bl the new works—were as inadequate as their garrison. After a few days it matic for the damp heat of Bengal. But Colonel John Adlercron, com- o 1
E esta; was resolved to abandon the town and the fort and take to the ships in the mander of the King’s Regiment—a pompous little parade officer of | §
|2 wh| river. There was panic; the ships moved off carrying the women and chil- Huguenot descent—pressed his claim with such persistence that for a time - i
stret dren and some of the men—including Drake, who showed little courage it looked as if the command would go to him.} Then he overstepped him- N 3
l s bt on this occasion® —and leaving the rest of the garrison to the mercy of the self, and refused to give the required assurances that he would return to
| B Nawab. ’ s share of the plunder for the Company. So
HE" Then followed that celebrated horror, the Black Hole,* which, like the iy ne el and.rcsetve : ; & ; g £ ’
_ i character of Siraj-ud-daula, has been embellished with the years:t It is I ”“f“hﬂ““ ﬁwﬁ;ﬁiﬁzgﬁimffg gﬁff&?:f?:;f;ﬁ;: d i
E Ten| * Its name alone is infinitely sinister, though in fact the room in Fort William where i ﬁ'l:l:‘.l th::otal number of Europeans i the garrison. But it is possible to account for
k- mar so many English died of heat and suffocation during the nighe of June 2o, 1756, was more persons killed, or who escaped. As well as thus getting his figures wrong, Holwell
| H unde known as such even before the event—‘black hole’ being the recognized name for the probably embroidered as to the alleged cruclty of the guards. The Black Hole was not
unst. detention _‘xn in a military barracks until a century ago. a deliberate outrage but a tragedy resulting from a mistake on the part of one of
cour t Thus it was popularly believed that there were women and children shut up in the Siraj-ud-daula’s officers, who seems to have been unaware of the smallness of the room.
ane: Black Hole, as well as men, whereas there is only contemporary evidence of there having + There had been a Select Committee or inner council at Fort St George since 1754.
disce been one woman—the brave Portuguese half-caste Mary Carey, who refused to be + Adlercron had the power to withdraw the King’s troops altogether from the
infor separated from her English husband. expedition, if he was not given the command.
ey >
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the so-called Island of Cossimbazar. With the river only fordable in one

place, it would have been casy enough to ferry the troops across to the

island in the boats; but not nearly so casy to get them back again should

I;g'f any chance the conspiracy have collapsed and the English suffered
cat.

With its success wholly dependent on the intentions of Mir Jafar and
the other conspirators, Clive’s march to Plassey seems more like the
Jameson Raid than a rational military enterprise.! Not only did Clive
stake everything on Mir Jafar’s promises, but he also seems to have been
far from clear as to what exactly had been promised. All Mir Jafar is
recorded as having said he would do was to Join the English in the event
of an actual engagement between them and the Nawab’s army, and per-
haps seize the person of the Nawab.? But Clive, on his march north, seems
to have been under the impression that Mir Jafar would join him with a
large body of troops at Katwa, before there was any battle.2 Unless such
a promise was conveyed verbally by Omar Beg when he brought the
signed treaties, it would seem like wishful thinking on Clive’s pat.
Certainly the letters which Clive and Mir Jafar exchanged during the
march northward—one of them sent in a slipper —suggest that the two
men were not, so to speak, on the same wavelength.

If Clive took a risk in marching, he was encouraged to do so both by
the Committee and by Watts, who reckoned it wag now or never. The
possible consequences of his defeat have been exaggerated. Clive might
have lost his army and his reputation; certainly even a small setback would
have destroyed the psychological advantage over the Nawab which he
had built up during the past few months. But whether, as is frequently
stated, such a defeat would have led to the loss of Calcutta a second time
and perhaps even to the loss of Madras, which needed Clive’s troops to
protect it against the French, is doubtful. True, Calcutta was only gar-
risoned by a handful of invalids, artillerymen and sepoys; but it was also
defended by the guns of the squadron, As for Madras, Clive’s troops never
went back there anyhow; and yet the settlement managed to hold out.

Clive’s misgivings after he had marched were not simply on account of
Mir Jafar’s failure to do something which he does not scem to have
promised. He heard reports that the conspiracy had been exposed and
that the Nawab and Mir Jafar were reconciled.* The Nawab had in fact
attempted to regain Mir Jafar’s friendship, and the two had sworn amity
on the Koran.® Mir Jafar admitted in the first of his letters to Clive that
there had been a reconciliation; but added: ‘what we have agreed on must
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Plassey 135

be done’.® On the 2oth, a messenger sent by Watts to Murshidabad
returned having seen Mir Jafar and his son, Miran. He brought news that
was scarcely encouraging. Mir Jafar would promise no more than that he
would ‘stand neuter’. Having sworn friendship to the Nawab on the
Koran, he now felt he could not act against him.

Watts, who had never thought Mir Jafar would do much more than
‘stand neuter’, tried to convince Clive that his ‘backwardness’ was nothing
to worry about.” Clive, once again more cautious than his colleagues,
was not so sure. Supposing he crossed on to the Island of Cossimbazar
only to find that Mir Jafar and the other conspirators had really made it
up with the Nawab, he would have to face an army many times stronger
than his own. This fact alone was nothing new to him; nor was he neces-
sarily thinking in terms of facing an army of 70,000 as Scrafton and others
talked about after the event® —reports reaching him at the time put the
Nawab’s available forces at as little as 8000, the rest of his troops being on
strike for want of pay.? But the Nawab’s army, whatever its strength, had
the protection of the entrenched camp at Plassey. Clive would risk being
cut off on the Island of Cossimbazar with the ground becoming hourly
more impassable owing to the Rains.

In this critical situation, with so much depending on the doubtful word
of Mir Jafar, Clive’s resolution failed him. On the 17th and 19th, he wrote
to the Comumittee, which consisted only of Drake, Manningham and
Becher, asking their opinion as to what he should do next: ‘T am reallyata
loss how to act at the present situation of our affairs.” He was, he said,
unwilling to risk his force on the other side of the river unless Mir Jafar
could be prevailed upon to join him; failing this, he proposed waiting at
Katwa until after the Rains. There was enough food here, and his presence
so close to Murshidabad would quite likely scare the Nawab into granting
the English ‘an honourable peace’.1° It was typical of Clive’s impulsiveness
that having previously come to the conclusion that no such thing as an

“honourable peace was possible with Siraj-ud-daula, and that the only

course was to dethrone him, he now should suddenly return to his way
of thinking at the time of the February Treaty. It was also a sign of how
far he was from being himself that he should have suggested calling in the
Marathas as an alternative, knowing as he did the dire consequences of
such a step.

The Committee advised him to give battle, provided there was 2 good
chance of success;!* their reply did not reach Clive until after he had acted
and been victorious. Self-confident once again, he remarked sarcastically
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146 Clive of India

This was the boast that inspired Clive’s most famous piece of oratory:
“When I recollect entering the Nawab's treasury at Murshidabad, with
heaps of gold and silver to the right and left, and these crowned with
jewels, by God, at this moment, do I stand astonished at my own
moderation.’*® From what we know of the prosaic realities of the financial
transactions after Plassey —hagglings between the English, the Seths, Mir
Jafar and Rai Durlabh—we can take this as little more than an example of
Clive’s gift for imagery. Some years before he spoke these words, he wrote
inan offhand manner of the Nawab's treasury that he ‘was never there but
once out of curiosity’** —which sounds more like a visit to the strong-
room of one’s bank than to Aladdin’s cave.

One can also be cynical about his boast that he refused all presents from
the ‘Hindu millionaires’, knowing that he was offered, and accepted, a
personal gift of sixteen lakhs or £ 180,000, from Mir Jafar, in addition to
what he received as Commander-in-Chief and a member of the Come
mittee. Having been made rich beyond all expectations by the monarch,
he did not have to demean himself by accepting the money of mere
subjects. And his remark about the Seths being ‘anxious for their fate’ is
rather dubious, secing they were his allies.

In the afternoon of the day of his arrival at Murshidabad, Clive went in
state to pay his respects to Mir Jafar. He was accompanied by the son of
the new Nawab, Miran, whom he knew to be one of those alleged to have
plotted his murder. All the rajahs and great men of Durbar awaited him
in the audience hall of the palace. Finding that Mir Jafar declined to seat
himself on the musnud or carpet of state, Clive handed him to it, and salated
him as Nawab. He then made his submission to him by proffering
the customary nazar, a token tribute of a few picces of gold, and all the
assembled magnates followed suit, It was, as Clive reported to the
Committee, a ceremonial visit, at which no business was discussed. Per-
haps this was just as well, for according to gossip Mir Jafar was in a stupor,
having been roused too soon from his afternoon nap, before which, as
was his habit, he had taken bang.12*

The really important business took place on the day after the new
Nawab had been seated on the musnud. Mir Jafar paid a return visic to
Clive, and the two of them went together to the palace of the Seths, where
four thousand people were employed and where the family temple was
adorned, somewhat incongruously, with Dutch tiles of Old and New

* A drug made from a plant like hemp or flax which also forms the basis of an
intoxicating drink.
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Testament scenes. Since the treasury did not contain nearly enough for
him to fulfil his obligations under the treaty and also pay his troops and
meet other expenses, Mir Jafar suggested that the Seths should mediate
between him and the English. This suited Clive, although he suspected
Rai Durlabh, who was now the Nawab’s chief minister, of keeping large
sums hidden away. The Seths scttled that the Nawab should pay half of
what he owed immediately, two-thirds in money and one-third in jewels,
plate and goods; and the rest in instalments over the next three years.
Clive regarded this as better than he had hoped for; but neither the
Committee nor Watson was satisfied. In the end, it was decided that
the Company should advance the other half of what the Nawab owed
the soldiers and sailors.*

The Nawab's first payment made an impressive showing when it was
loaded on to a flect of native boats during the week following the con-
ference. Each of seventy-five boats carried a lakh of rupees in a large chest;
so that almost a million sterling was thus embarked. When the boats
catered the Hughli, they were joined by an escort of naval craft, and they
headed downstream to Calcutta, music playing, drums beating and
colours flying, past the envious eyes of the Dutch at Cinsura and of the
remaining French at Chandernagore.

* The conference at the Seths’ palace was, according to Orme, followed by a dramatic
scene when Omichand, who had accompanied Clive to Murshidabad, learnt that he
would not be receiving the twenty lakhs, ‘Scrafton said to him in the Hindostan language,
“‘Omichand, the red paper is a trick; you are to have nothing.” These words overpowered
him like a blast of sulphur; he sunk back, fainting, and would have fallen to the ground
had not one of his attendants caughchim in hisarms.’ It is, however, doubtful if the scene
recounted by Orme ever took place. Scrafton, writing three days after it was supposed to
have happened, stated that Omichand still had not found out about the two treaties,
although he knew by this time that he was not going to get his money (Powis Collection,
Vol. 23, Scrafton to Drake, July 3, 1757). Clive's testimony before the Select Committee
of the House of Commons would seem to confirm Orme’s account—*‘when the real
treaty came to be read, the indignation and resentment in that man’s countenance bars all
description’. But based as it is on Clive’s uncertain memory, it is less valuable evidence
than Scrafton’s letter which was written at the time. One suspects Clive of having taken
such pleasure in tricking Omichand that he wished to present the affair in as spectacular
alight as possible. Orme gocs on to say that the shock drove Omichand out of his mind—
a statement which, while eliciting much posthumous sympathy for him among the
British public, is not true. During the cighteen months or so that remained of his life,
Omichand had various dealings with the Company, the records of which make no men-
tion of his having been insanc. Clive even wrote of him to the Directors as ‘a person
capable of rendering you great services', though this did not prevent the old Sikh mer-
chant from attempting to sue Clive and the Committee in the English courts,
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army to flight near Condore; and in the following April. he ca tured : .
important French coastal settlement of Masulipargam.P’I‘];is vicbgrynlscdd:: i
an alliance between the English and Salabat Jang, who like his subordinate, -

the raja, was tired of Bussy’s domination,

More immediately important than the end of French supremacy in the %

_Deccan was the fact that Forde’s ex edition, by deprivi

inforcements, probably saved Madrag. On Dccfmlfg'n::n %.all‘?)lr]’g t‘:fr;c;
entered the Black Town, and for the next two months Fort St George
stood siege. A fierce and prolonged bombardment opened a breach, and
reduced much of the settlement to ruins, But Pigotand Stringer LaWI,‘cncc
led a gallant defence, and though the English casualties amounted to 468
killed and wounded, the Fort held out until February 16, when the ap-
pearance of the ships bringing the long-awaited reinforcements from
Bombay caused the French to retire. The defence of Madras by his old
fflends stirred Clive’s enotions. ‘T would gladly have given some of m
r:chc:? to ha‘we shared some of your reputation,” he told his friend He .
Vansittart. ‘T know it has been a conceived opinion among the old soldiers

in England that our exploits in India have been much of the same nature

as those of Hernando Cortes; but your foiling such a man as M, Lally, and

E::kjfg t,lsl: oldest regiments of France, will induce another way of

‘Every person is your friend,’ wrote Mr Justice Clive to his cousin in the
autumn of 1757, when the news of the recovery of Calcutta and the
capture of Chandernagore reached England.? But he added that popularity
was “uncertain and fluctuating’—a truism that applied only too well to
Clive, whose achievements were always to mect with a mixed Teception.

* One at least of Clive’s Madras friends did not share in this * ion’
. : ; reputation’, and th
Orme. When Lally’s success at Fort St David put Madras itself in ;)cnl I::l sold his ;e:;s
:connd up hls_aﬂ'a.u's and booked a passage home. He gave ill-health as the reason for i
parture, which in the event was postponed until after the siege; but it led to his being
charged with cowardice. He was also accused of trying to extort money from Mohammed

:’:]lxa L}:'ilv;’up(:::ic:s:n. Box1) and so he resigned the service and returned to England asa
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The news sent Richard Clive hurrying up to Town to distribute the
letters from his son among the ‘Great Men’. Everyone he met said: “Why
is not the Colonel sent for home, then we may have success in England.”
But when he canvassed Clive’s idea of being made Governor-General, the
response was unfavourable,? and he found the Directors slow in proposing
any concrete reward—on the contrary, Payne dissuaded the Duke of
Newcastle from getting Clive an honour.?®

To make up for this disappointment, Clive was praised both by the
King and by the most popular English statesman of the day, William Pitt,
then Foreign Secretary and Secretary for War, who had a personal interest
in India, being the grandson of a Governor of Madras. The King was
talking to the Commander-in-Chief, who asked if a certain young noble-
man could go as a voluntecr to the army of either the King of Prussia or
the Duke of Brunswick. ‘Pshaw!’ replied the King. “What can he learn
there? If he want to learn the art of war, let him go to Clive!*

Pitt’s tribute came in his speech in Parliament on the Mutiny Bill.
Having referred to the disgraces that had recently attended British arms,
he said: “We had lost our glory, honour and reputation everywhere but
in India. There the country had a heaven-born general who had never
learned the art of war, nor was his name enrolled among the great officers
who had for many years reccived their country’s pay. Yet he was not
afraid to attack a numerous army with a handful of men, and overcame
them.’ ‘Name him!’ cried the House, and Pitt went on: ‘Everyone knows
that I mean Colonel Clive.”2 He then proceeded to give Clive the highest
possible character, saying that to read of his exploits gave him as much
pleasure as reading Quintus Curtius, the historian of Alexander the
Great.?

But even at this moment of triumph—witnessed from the gallery by
Clive’s Cousin Harry—a sneer was heard. Alderman William Beckford,
the West Indian millionaire, spoke of Clive as having raised himself from
‘a dirty writer’ to 2 commander-in-chief. ‘Dirty writer,” exclaimed another
member. ‘The gentleman was a member of this House!” “Yes!” retorted
Beckford. ‘For a day.'t4

One is struck by how few people wrote to congratulate Clive, either in
the autumn of 1757, or in the spring of 1758, when the news of Plassey
reached England. In fact, Plassey seems to have made only a moderate
impact on the British people. This was apparent to Scrafton from the
letters he received at the end of 1758: ‘Our successes here have not made
the éclat that was expected,” he told Hastings, regretting that Clive himself
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had not followed the news back to England, as its publicist.'s Ellgﬁlsh g
military circles were sceptical as to whether the ‘Heaven-born General’ —
a sobriquet that was to stick to Clive for the rest of his life, but used mainly . P8
in irony—knew anything about war, any more than did the King of
Prussia.’® %
'Such accounts as there are of Clive’s fame being universal come from
his family, who in the nature of things would have received many
compliments about their distinguished relative. His father was in raptures.
‘May Heaven’, he exclaimed to his son, ‘preserve you safe to Old England,
where not only your friends and relations, but strangers who never saw
you, will congratulate you for the glorious actions you have done your
country. With what joy shall I embrace you! Oh, may Ilive tosce that
day! Your mother and sisters are sitting with me round the fire, drinking
to your health and safe voyage.”? Nine months after the news of Plassey,
!13 still could not read the letters of his wonderful son without bursting -
into tears,'® =
Clive’s son Ned, now aged four, ‘a fine, upright, lively child, not hand- _*
some but a very sharp little fellow’, every day drank the health of Papa,
Mamma and Mir Jafar*® It might have been of some consolation to the
Nawab, among all his troubles, to know that he had made an honest . =
English family really happy. Brother Dick and Sister Nanny, who had
both been about to sail for India, in search of a fortune and a husband -
respectively, could now stay at home. As for Cousin Sally, Clive had
promised to bring her back an Eastern prince. ‘T have a taste to be a

princess,” she told Margaret. ‘Pray, is he a black in the Othello taste and I
to be his Desdemona?'20

=

‘Whilst you are employed in watching the motions of a vigilant and
active enemy,’ wrote Clive to Admiral Pocock, in 1759, ‘we are employed
in bullying and keeping under the black fellows.”*! Chiefamong the ‘black
fellows’ in question was no less a personage than the Shahzada or Crown
Prince, son of the Mogul.** At this time, the Imperial family were little
more than state prisoners in the hands of their Vizier, but the Shahzada
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The Heaven-born General

had managed to escape and was, as Clive put it, ‘fishing in troubled
waters'.?® Having gathered a following of soldiers of fortune, he planned
to invade Bihar and Bengal, overthrow Mir Jafar and assume the govern-
ment of the provinces himself. He had the approval of Shuja-ud-daula,
the Nawab of Oudh, who gave him troops and a useful sum of money.
By February 1759, he was approaching Bihar, his army having grown to
40,000.

The Shahzada chose an opportune moment. Mir Jafar’s troops were still
on the point of mutiny for want of their arrears; Clive was not much
better off, with the greater part of his army away in the Sarkars. Never-
theless, he was determined to give Mir Jafar the utmost support. ‘Rest
assured’, he told him, ‘that the English are your staunch and firm friends,
and that they never desert a cause in which they have once taken a part.’?$
Meanwhile, the Shahzada addressed ‘the High and Mighty Protector of
the Great, Colonel Sabit Jang Bahadur’, in the hope of winning him over
to his side. Clive sent an answer in which, as an Imperial Commander, he
pleaded that he could do nothing without the Mogul’s orders.*® To the
Nawab, he gave a highly coloured account of the Shahzada’s overtures:
“They made me offers of provinces upon provinces, with whatever my
heart could desire; but could he give, as well as offer me, the whole empire
of Hindostan, it would have no weight with the English.2® The popular
belief that Clive resisted the temptation of becoming an independent
Indian potentate may stem from this remark.

Clive’s letters alone could not drive the Shahzada away, so at the end
of February he had to march, taking with him all his European troops—
they amounted to no more than 450—and leaving Calcutta to be guarded
by volunteers and militia. Halting at Cossimbazar, he met the Nawab
and lectured him on ‘his treacherous behaviour and non-payment of the
people in his service’2” The two of them rode on the same elephant
together with Omar Beg; there was ‘more dust kicked about them’ than
Miajor John Carnac—Clive’s aide-de-camp and secretary, who was down
below in his palanquin—could bear.*

Clive then headed for Patna as quickly as he could, by forced marches
and by river. He was joined by Miran, with a considerable army, the

* Margaret did a childish sketch of Clive, the Nawab and Omar Beg on their elephant,
with Carnac far below in his palanquin. Her note on the back reads: ‘This proof of my
folly should not have come with so serious a letter, but for the sake of comparing the
Aide-de-Camp under his master to the Laurel of Parnassus, she could not forbear sending
it, Let no one see it' (Sutton Court Collection, Box I).
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again to your excellency the King’s great anxiety
for the property of his subjects concerned in the
Antigallican’s prize, which, from the known equity
of his Catholic Majesty, the King trusts will receive
a decision agreeable to justice and the friendships
subsisting between the two crowns.
T am, Sir, &c. &c.
W. Prrr.

MR. PITT TO THOMAS PITT, ESQ.
St. James's Square, August éﬁ, 1757.

My Dear NEPHEW,

NotHiNG can give me greater pleasure than the
approaching conclusion of a happy reconciliation in
the family. Your letter to * * * is the properest
that can be imagined, and, I doubt not, will make
the deepest impression in his heart. I have been
in much pain for you during all this unseasonable
weather, and am still apprehensive, till I have the
satisfaction of hearing from you, that your course
of sea-bathing has been interrupted by such gusts
of wind as must have rendered the sea too rough
an element for a convalescent to disport in, I
trust, my dearest nephew, that opening scenes of
domestic comfort and family affection will confirm
and augment every hour the benefits you are re-
ceiving at Brighthelmston from external and in-
ternal medical assistances. Lady Hester and Aunt
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Mary (") join with me in all good wishes for your
health and happiness. The duplicate * * * men-
tions having addressed to me, has never come to
‘hand.

I am, with truest affection, my dearest nephew,

Ever yours,
W. Prrr.

THOMAS POTTER, ESQ. TO MR. PITT.

Ridgmont, September 11, 1757.
DEear Sir,

You have received from the Duke of Bedford
particular accounts of the disturbances which have
happened in this county from the attempts to
carry into execution the militia act.(*) You have
a right to expect from me information of all im-
portant circumstances which come under my ob-
servation, but when I know that you receive the
information from those whose situation gives them

(") Mr. Pitt's youngest sister, who died in December 1787
unmarried.

2y « The new militin bill occasioned great disturbances.
Riots were raised in several counties; the lists were forced by
violence from the magistrates; Lord Robert Sutton was in
danger of his life at Nottingham ; the Duke of Bedford's house,
near Bedford, was threatened to be demolished ; the Duke of
Dorset was attacked at Knowle ; the Speaker himself was insu)fed
at Guilford, and menaced in his own house at Ember-court, and
could not disperse the insurrection but by promising no further
steps should be taken till the next session of parliament. Under
these difficulties did Mr. Pitt begin to exert his newly acquired
power, and to give symptoms of more vigorous government.”
— Walpald's Geo. I1. vol.ii. p. 233.
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a right to send it, it misbecomes me to trouble you

. with unnecessary packets. The Duke of Bedford
] has left the country, Lord Ossory (V) is gone with
' him, and Lord Royston, who is the licutenant of
Cambridgeshire, hasdeclined attending the meetings

of the deputies and magistrates of this county. Con-
sidering the stake I have in this county, and the

very active part I have found it necessary to take

for the restoring the public peace and keeping the

people within the bounds of their duty, it will not,

i I believe, be thought presumption, either by you
or my neighbours, if I now take upon myself the

further conduct of this business, and the execution

of any commands which Government may think

proper to give, in relation either to the past or

future transactions. Al
Nothing can exceed the terror and apprehen-

sions which the militia act has occasioned. Mur-

muring and uneasiness would have arisen from the
particular provisions of the law, and the hardships

which might have happened from it to individuals ;

but the foundation of the violence used to prevent

the execution ot the act was a persuasion that

every man, the moment he was enrolled, would be,

or was liable to be draughted out into the King’s

forces, and sent abroad. It was in vain to urge,

in answer to this, the express words of the act of
Parliament; it was in vain that men, the most
respected and most beloved in their country,

(¥) John, first Earl of Upper Ossory, member for the county
of Bedford. He died in the following year.
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offered to engage their private faith, that no mi-
litia-man could or would be sent out of England.
The reply constantly was, and it was in the
mouths of the women and children, « We cannot
believe in this particular, for in - this particular
even the King’s word has been broke; soldiers
were raised in Huntingdonshire last year for
Abercrombie’s regiment, and we hear that the
same happened in many other counties ; the word
and honour of the gentlemen of the country was
given in the King’s name that they should not go
abroad, but were only to be soldiers at home, to
fight against the French, and the moment they
had taken the oaths they were hurried away from
their country, we know not whither.”

This is now the universal language, not only of
the meaner peop]c, but of the substantial farmers
and yeomen of the country, under whose encou-
ragement, and even in whose pay, the inferior
people now rise in rebellion. Yet in this county,
though the discontent was universal, the violences,
I verily believe, would not have rose to any
height but from the unparalleled timidity of those
who were the objects of the first attempts. I speak
this from what has happened to myself. If I had
flown from the country and sent away my family,
encouragement would have been given to those
who were disposed to commit violences. The con-
trary conduct has kept every thing quiet in these
parts; I have rode alone and unarmed into every
assembly, and my presence and my persuasions, or

582
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at least my threats when they were necessary, have
s00n dispersed the meeters.

The Duke of Bedford has acted as became him,
and has shown great spirit and activity, joined to
great prudence and consideration. On Friday last
he met the deputy-lieutenants and magistrates at
Bedford : great apprehensions were entertained by
the timid, of the violences to be committed that
day, and there were found men of rank who confined
themselves to their houses, lest, by coming to the
meeting, they should be the objects of resentment.
Yet the only insurrection of that day I quieted
with my own servants, the high sheriff, and ten of
his javelin-men, and a party of ten light horsemen
from Hawley’s dragoons. It being, however, im-
possible to drag every man from his home to enroll
him, and it being the general resolution of the
persons on whom the lot had fallen not to come
till compelled by force, it was judged expedient
not to give up the execution of the law, as was
done in other counties, but to postpone the meet-
ings of the magistrates for the enrollment to the
end of November. In the meantime, we circulate
a paper signed by the lientenant, the high sheriff,
and such magistrates as dare to set their names,
in order to explain the true meaning of the act;
and we have engaged in our respective divisions to
use our influence with the individuals who will
hear reason, and to explain the true meaning and
intention of the law. We have taken this method,
not from an imagination that this law, as it now

e —————r—
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stands, can ever be executed, but in order to save
the honour of Government, and to quiet the minds

.of people, which this unhappy event has very much

disturbed.

‘We had another point under our consideration
at Bedford. The mob which insulted Sir Roger
Burgoyne and Colonel Lee not only committed
violence to the public-house at Biggleswade, the
Jandlord of which spiritedly refused to deliver up
the lists of men eft in his custody, but they extorted
money from several persons, and in particular from
a clergyman, who was no magistrate, nor con-
cerned in the execution of the law, but it seems
had from his pulpit recommended obedience to
the laws. In this mob it is said there are men

of substance, and their names are known, and

there is sufficient evidence for their conviction.
We thought it not only expedient, but absolutely
necessary, that public examples should be made
from among the most guilty of these men; but as
the same offences may have been committed in
other counties, and perhaps have been general,
we thought it our duty to delay further proceedings
till the King’s ministers should come to some re-
solutions about the measures to be taken.

It is on this head that I shall be ready to receive
and exccute the commands of Government; and
I take the liberty in this manuer to offer my ser-
vices, because it is possible that those commands
may fall into hands which are liable to be affected

53
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concern for this misfortune,’ makes us hope for
better success hereafter. ;

You have a melancholy task indeed, affected as
you justly are with this public and private sorrow,
to communicate the death of Lord Howe 'tc.n a
brother that mosttenderlyloved him. Noman hYm g
could do it with so much gentleness and affection;
with so much honour and credit, both to the dead
and to the living; and yet, perhaps a more un-
feeling hand, even that of a common express
or clerk of an office, would be less felt. Ever?r
circumstance of praise, every honourable testi-
monial of grief and of affection, must augment his
present sense of this cruel hlo\s:. .

1 cannot go on with this subjeet, my‘dcnr Pitt;
the unhappy rcscmblancc'touchc-s me too r_lcm'l):,
and renews a pang which no time can erase.(')
I trust in God that Colonel Bradstreet will suc-
ceed(?); and if General Amherst can procef:d up
the river, this campaign may end as g}onous]y
as it has begun with Louisburg. We wish, most
earnestly we hope, but we do not depend upon
seeing you here; but if we do not, I shall e
deavour to see you in London. s :

Adieu, my dear Pitt. Thave a visitant just come

() Mr Grenville alludes to the death of his brother Thomas,
who was . killed in the action with the French flect oﬁ' Cgp_e
Finisterre. . See p. 23, note. ‘

(?) On the 27th of August, Colonel Bradstreet did su_ccoctl
in taking Fort Frontenac, on Lake Ontario, and that without
the loss of a man,

1758. THE. EARL OF CHATHAM. 841

in, which puts me in mind that I have already writ
four sides of paper. I am ever

Your most affectionate brother,

GEorGeE GRENVILLE.

e i

COLONEL CLIVE (') TO JOHN PAYNE, ESQ. 4,

i » 1 DEAR Sir,
My letters to the committee concerning the great
and happy event lately effected in this kingdom
are so very full, that any thing I can write on that
subject will be but a repetition of what is therein
contained. I must therefore refer you to them for
a particular detail of the late revolution.
I have already hinted my intention of coming
home to the committee, on account of my indiffer-
ent state of health; and I may further add to you,

(1) Afterwards Lord Clive. This letter was addressed to
the chairman of the Court of Directors of the East India
company, and by him forwarded to Mr. Pitt; who, in the
debate on the army estimates, had burst out, according to
Horace Walpole, into an Eastern panegyric : — There he found '
Watson, Pococke, and Clive:— what astonishing success
had Watson had with only three ships, which had been laid up for
some time on land! He did not stay to careen this, and
condemn that, but at once sailed into the body of the Ganges.
He was supported by Clive, that man, not born for a desk —
that heaven-born general, — whose magnanimity, resolution,
determination, and execution, would charm a King of Prussia,

and whose presence of mind astonished the Indies |” — Memoirs,
vol.ii. p. 276.
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| Sir, it is so bad this rainy season, that nothing less ' of levelling principle reigns among_all the inhabi- J

! than the absolute necessity of your affairs can tants of this place. The indolence and meekness | i
induce me to stay any longer in this unhealthy ' of spirit of your present governor (*) has put him Hi
climate. Indeed, my health has been so much . below the meanest inhabitant of Calcutta. | His | bl
affected for these two months past, I have not opinions, good or bad, are overruled, his orders !

been able to give that attention to your interest I i disobeyed, and himself despised. Without a due .
could wish. f_The new Subah’s generosity has put subordination no government can subsist. Indeed, I
me in a condition of enjoying my native country ;|| * ' Sir, strong words in paragraphs and threats of re- e

- and the solicitations of all my friends here to re- sentment will be of no signification here. The most ! Ii
: turn in the squadron is so agrecable to my own speedy and vigorous steps must be taken by the : '
; wishes, that I should not hesitate one moment Company, if they mean to cffect thorough reform- i
I accepting their offers, if the interest of my bene- ation in Bengal; for without it, all the great ad- '
:l factors was not at stake. I do not think of leaving vantages, so lately gained by the sword, will be again it
' Bengal till the Nabob is more firmly established in put to the risk. 1%
, his new kingdom. | We must again take the field All England should be ransacked for a man of pi
in conjunction with him, sometime in (_)G}Qbf-’_l} and integrity and abilities to come out as supervisor- R e
| march to the north as soon as he is confirmed % general; and, for fear of accident, he should have i
; :f::ochlhi, and acknow]edgpd by the Mahrattas.| I ' a second, little inferior to himself. | Let temptation hit
| shall then return to the coast with such a part™of : be put out of his reach, by confining his r eward to| ,I“;
the forces as may give us the superiority over our _Engl_:md, and India will become a source of riches | {
‘ enemies in the Carnatic. and gréhdeur to the Company and the nation. | 4 .I ;
It is with great grief of heart I see the civil Messicurs Manningham and Frankland are the” -
: branch of your affairs carried on with so little ‘ohly men of rank here, whose diligence and .
economy, diligence, or regularity. Want of ca- abilities can be depended upon. The integrity of :
: pacity in some, and of attention in others, has left the former is proof against the strictest inquiry. I f

cannot answer for his resolution. Courage is the
gift of nature, and I do not think that any civilian
can be made answerable for what was never in his
possession. The ill effects arising from want of

this once flourishing settlement in a most deplor-
able condition. The great power of the mayor’s
court has introduced, what is falsely called, the
spirit of liberty here ; which spirit of liberty has

|
degencrated into anarchy and confusion, and !
been productive of profligacy and idleness. | A kind | 1% ' (') Drake. -'
— | {
] v z ‘1. i 1
| B
| ! !
| |
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resolution in any of your servants in time of danger,
may easily be remedied by investing your president
and a certain number of officers with the sole
power of defending your garrisons when attacked,
and rendering them responsible for their conduct
to a general court-martial. Let it be a standing
order in all your principal settlements, that no
fortification be given up to your enemy without a
breach made, and standing one assault (a want of

provision and ammunition only excepted). In time

of peace, Mr.Manningham will alwaysbea credit and

honour to his employers ; in time of war, the above

restriction will leave your succeeding presidents
without a power of injuring or discrediting your

“aflairs. -

It would give me much concern to have a
arbitrary construction, proceeding from my present
profession, put on these general remarks. My turn
of mind is so very different, and I have the liberty
of an Englishman so strongly implanted in my
nature, that I would have the civil all in all, at all
times and in all places (cases of immediate danger
excepted) ; where your principal settlements are
attacked, I would then have those who are.paid
for_defending your properties and estates, made
answerable for the consequences. o
. |_Be persuaded, Sir, the above are the sentiments |
of one whose thoughts are upon England ; of one
made independent by the Nabob’s generosity, who

has no friends or relations to serve, or any interest/ =

to promote but that of his masters and benefactors;!

 ——————
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. Captains Fowler and Macleod deserve the Com-
pany’s favour, by the zeal they have shown for the
Company’s interest during the present expedition.
: Dear Sir, I am, with great esteem,
Your most obedient humble servant,
- Roserr Crive.

 THE HON. GEORGE TOWNSHEND TO MR. PITT.

- ) - Bristol, August 27, 1758.
Dear Sir,

~ Berore I enter upon the few lines of business
which occasions me now to trouble you, I cannot
omit presenting you with my warmest congratu-
lations upon the possession of Louisburg ; and I
most sincerely rejoice that you and my friend Lord
Ligonier have found officers equal to the important
and decisive work you intend for their execution.
As far as I can judge, the nation is as ready to
support, as the army is ambitious to be employed
in measures, so replete with glory and every solid
advantage to this country; at least, that part of
mankind with which I am acquainted is thus dis-
posed. This, Sir, is a national spirit! in a great
measure of your own raising, and those who feel
they possess it promise themselves that it will,
under your auspices, be carried to perfection, and
to the fulfilling that good work which it is ne-
cessary for the security and honour of this country
should be performed. ;

— S —
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venez encore, en dernier lieu, de vous expliquer
au parlement sur mon sujet. (*) J’apprends de tant
dendroits les soins que vous vous donnez pour mes
interéts, queje n’ai pu me refuser la satlsfacuon de
yous en remercier moi-méme. :
1’Angleterre et La Prusse se trouvent accablés
par un nombre d’ennemis, qui ont conspirés contre
elles. - Dans un tems on I'on voit les liens forcés
des Francais et des Autrichiens, et P'alliance plus
bizarre des Russes avec les Suédois, il falloit, pom‘
mettre un contrepoids  tant d’entreprises, que les
nceuds qui nous unissent fussent rendus indisso-
]ubles, et il n’y avoit de moyen de nous soutemr,
que par une intelligence inaltérable. i f]
“"Je ‘sais, Monsicur, combien vous y avez “con-
tribué.” La nature, qui m’a refusé d’autres talens,
m’a ‘donné un cceur reconnoissant, et_une Ame '
sensible, ‘et de laquelle les services e’ s'effacent
jamais. Continuez, Monsieur, & soutenir comme
vous le fiites avec éclat les entreprises”de vos
compatriotes, et 2 montrer au monde que les interéts
de Ja politique sont réconciliables avec la problté
et la bonne foi. Vous devez compter sur mes
suffrages, et sur la résolution dans laquelle je suis |
de vous donner, dans toutes les occasions, des
marques de mon amitié, et de mon estime. ;

{l) “\mcmber ‘23 The parliament was opcned by com-'
mission. Universal approbation of all that has been, and of
all that will be done, The King of Prussin’s victories worth all
we have given; and those he will gmn worth all we shall give.
Thus this country seems to lhmk at presenl' —Dodmgfons
Diary, p. 367. ; o
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. SUFFER an admirer of yours at tbr.s distance -to
conmatulatc lumself' on, the glory dnd advantwe
whtch are likely to accrue to the nation by )our'
bcm‘ﬂ' at its head, and at the same, time, to return
his mo:,t grateful tlnnl\s f'm the dastuwms!u.d
maunm you have, bt.en pleasecl to speak of h:s
succcs‘;es in, these parls, far mdced beyond, lus
dcseumrra. ( )

24 favom ab Moves v'o Ii 1a soaldpl

Theclose attcntwn youbestowonthe affairs of'the
Bntr.sh mtxon in genelal has mduccd me to uouh]c

lay befmc you .'m e\act. acco\mt of' thc 10\cnucs
of t!us country; the genuineness, whcreo{')ou may.

depcnd upon, as it has been faithfully copied f ﬁom

the /minister’s, books. sol SN Bk Laniim 3
GBI 9991 el J; elOY

2l 2 "'rllfi'}"}.‘

-

(‘) M P|lt in !us speech on the mutmv bill, in I)(ccmbu.r,J
1757, after adverting to the recent dzs"rdccs which had attended’
the British arms, said, * We had lost our glory, honour, and re-
putation every where but in India: there the country had a
héaven-born general, who had never learned the art of war, nor.
was his name ‘enrolled among the great officers who had for
many years received their, country’s pay; yet ‘was he . not
afraid to attack a numerous army with a handful of men.” This
extract of Mr. Pitt’s panegyric was come)rd to Colonel Clive
by, his father, who coneludes his letter in these words: « thus
you are, with truth, hongurably spoken of throughout this
nation : may you continuc to be so, till you return . to- your

native country, and to the embraces of an aged father e
Maleolmy's Lﬁ‘ of Lord Clive, vol.ii, p.157. -\ 1uea #ide et ,c lz“i'
cc 2 Tek .3 Wi
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The great revolution that has been effected
here by the success of the English arms, and
the vast advantages gained to thc Company by
a treaty concluded in -consequence thereof, have,
1 observe, in some measure engaged the public
attention; but much more may yet in time be
done, if the Comp'n*) will exert themselves in
the manner the importance of their plesent pos-
sessions and future prospects dcser\es.l—_‘l have
represented to them in the strongest terms the
expedlency of scudmg out. and keeping. up con-
st.mt]_!,r such a force as will enable them 10
‘embrace the first oppo: tunity of f'urthcr agg_l:.‘u_l_d-
izing themsel\ es; and I dare pronounce, from a
‘thorough knowledge of thiscountry government (‘),
and of the genius of‘ the people, acquired by two
years’ application and experience, that such an op-
portunity will soon offer. The reigning Subah,
whom _the victory at Phssey 1mested with the
sovereignty of these provinces, still, it is tlue,
etains his attachment to us, and plobably, while
‘he has no oth_er support, will contmuc te do $0.;

...... e A8 ;,‘,

lunk._iz lus mteleat to
h__c.tk \\1[11 us, the obligations he owes ug;___}gpg;l_d_
_prove no restraint.:
his having very lafely removed his prime minister,
and cut off two or three of his principal officers,
all attached to our interest, and who had a share

(') The application is here limited to the government of
Bengal. ] :

nd this is very evident from |

T . e - T
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‘object too extensive for a mercantile company ;
and it is to be feared they are not of themselves
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in his elevation. Moreover, he is advanced in
years ; and his son is so cruel and worthless a young
fellow, and so apparently an enemy to the English,
that it will be almost useless trusting him with
the succession. So small a body as two thousand
Europe.ms will secure us against any apprehensions
from either the one or t[:c other, and in case of
their daring to be tloublesomc, cnable the COI“B':‘BI
to take the sovereignty upon themselves.

There w1Il be the less difficulty in bringing about
such an e»ent, as the natives themselves have no at-
tachment whatever to particular princes; and as,
under’ the present government, they have no se-
cuuty for their lmzs or properties, they would
rejoice in so happy an exchange as that of a mild
fora despotic government ; :md there is little room
to doubt our easily obtammrr the mogul’s sannud
(or grant) in confirmation t]wreof‘ provided we
agree to pay him the stipulated allotment out of
the revenues. That this would be agreeable to
him' can’ hardly be questioned, as it would be

'so much to his interest to have these countries
“under the dominion of a nation famed for their

good faith, rather thanin the hands of people who,
‘a long C\pcnence has convinced him, never will
‘pay him his proportion of the revenues, unless
‘awed into it by the fear of the imperial army
jarching to force them thereto.
El_t_%e_!irgs» -2 sovereignty may possibly be an

cc 8
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| to represent this ‘matter to you, and submit it to

3‘10 ¥ CORRESPONDENCE OF 1750,
able, without the nation’s assistance, to maintain $o |
wide a dominion. I haye therefore presumed, Sir,

"\our consideration, whether the execution of 'a
“design, that may hereafter be still carried to greater
JIenrrlhs be worthy of the governmcnts takmg it
“into hand.

1 flattet myself I have made it prctty clear to
you, ‘that ' there will be little or no dxﬂ‘iculty in
“obtaining 'the absolute possession of these rich
Lln"doms ;'and that with the mogul’s own consent,

“on COi]dlthl] of paying him less th’m a fifth of the

“revenues thereof. rl\ow I leave you to judge,
“yyhether ‘an’ income” yearly ‘of upwards of 'two
milhons sterlmg, with the possession: of three
“provinces abounding in the most valuable pro-
"'ductions of nature and of art, be an object deserv-
“'ing the pubhc attention; and whether it be wor th
the n.mon s while to take the proper measurés to
“'secure such an acquisition, — an acquisition wluch,j]
.under the management of 5o 2 able and disinterested |
\” a mm ister, would_pms.:e a source of immense wealth
to t'he Lmndom, anciT might in time be apprognated
m_p_art_,gs_,a fund towards dlmlmslung the heavy |
"load of debt under w hich we at present ]abour.‘j

r\- Add to these admnta“cs the influence we shall

" thereby acquire’ over the several European nations
-cnrr.vred in the' commerce here, which these ‘could
"o longu carry ‘on but through our indulgence,
and under such Jimitations as we should think ﬁt
“1o prescnhc‘ It 1s wcll worthy t:onsuderatlon, that

4759 THE EARL OF CHATHAM.

. this project may be brought about without draining

the mother country, as has been too much t e case
-With our possessions in America. A small force

891 *

|

from home will be sufficient, as we always make
. sure of any number we please of black troops, who,

bemn' both much better paid and treated by us than
by the countr} powers, will very readily enter into
- our service. | : [ T3 L
. Mr. Walsh, who w xli have the honour of delwcrmg
]you this, having been my secr etary during the late
fortunate expedition, is a thorough master of the
A subject, and will be able to explain to you the whole
desmn, and the facility with which it may be ex-
ecuted much more to your satisfaction, and with
‘greater perspicuity, than can possibly be done in
_a letter. I shall therefore only further remark,
that I have communicated it to no other person
. but youlself nor should I have troubled you, Sir,
, but from a conviction that you will give a favourable
 reception to any proposal intended for the public
] gOOd i) LatrE-9l
(141, The greatest part of the tr oops belongmcr to this
iy estabhshment are now employed in an expedition
,agamst the French in the Deccan; and, by the
accounts ]ately received from thence, I have great
| hopes we shall succeed in extirpating them from
. the province of Golconda, where they have reigned
l,.lords paramount so long, and from whence they
. have drawn their prmmpal resources during the
;. troubles upon the coast.
- Notwithstanding the ettmordm'u y eﬁ'orts made
ced 5
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by the Trench in sending out M. Lally with a con-
siderable force the last year, I am confident, before
the end of this, they will be near their last gasp in
the Carnatic, unless some very unforeseen event
interpose in their favour. (') The superiority of
our squadron, and the plenty of money and supplies
of all kinds which our fiiends on the coast will: be
furnished with from this province, while the enemy
, are in total want of every thing, without any visible
i means of redress, are such advantages as, if pro-
| perly attended to, cannot fail of wholly effecting
| their ruin in that as well as in every part of India.
' May your zeal, and the vigorous measures pro-

jected for the service of the nation, which have so
! eminently distinguished your ministry, be crowned
I with all the success they deserve, is the most

fervent wish of ‘him who is, with the greatest

respect, Sir, it Ll

Your most devoted humble servant,

Pitt received me with the utmost politeness, and we had a téte-d-
téte for an hour and a quarter. He began on the subject of
your letter. T said I was apprehensive that he logked upon the
affair as chimerical : he assured me, not at all, but very prae-
ticable; but that it was of a very nice nature. He mentioned
the Company's charter not expiring these twenty years; that |
upon some _l:\_tc transactions it had been inquired into, shether
the Company’s conquests and acquisitions belonged to themor the
Crown, and the judges scemed to think to the Company. Hesaid |
g{;- Company were not proper to have it, nor the Crown, for-such

e ey ———————————
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" . ~t/ANDREW MITCHELL, ESQ. TO MR. PITT.
' .(Ipn'fa.fc'.) :
LA E L LM AR Breslaw, January 8, 1759.

i ‘--"SIR',

It is to me matter of the greatest satisfaction to
be able to assure you, that his Prussian Majesty is
highly pleased with the measures pursued by the
King's ministers, and with the fair, candid, and
honest manner in which they have behaved to him.
If ‘any thing could add to the joy I felt on this
occasion, it was to hear the King of Prussia make
the parallel between his former ally and the present,
and a comparison between the behaviour of the
French and of the English ministers.

But, Sir, amidst general applause it would be
unjust to conceal from you the very particular and
distinguished approbation with which that monarch

address the King not to deliver up Louisburg to

a revenue would endanger our libertics; and that you had
shown your good scuse by the application of it to thc public.
He said the difficulty of effecting the affair was not great, under
such a genius as Colonel Clive; but the sustaining it was the
point : it was not probable he would be succeeded by persons
equal to the task.” —See Maleoln's Life of Lord Clive,
vol. i, p.127." ;

-

R i
‘Ros. Crive. (*) has  been pleased to honour your conduct; the E
(') These predictions were verified to the very letter: 3 ¥ russian ministers at London having tl.lE]al‘.mllCd i
2) Mr. Walsh, by whom the letter was sent, gave to Colonel to their master an account of what you said in the ’

) J
Clive, on the 26th of November, an account of his interview House of Commons, when it was proposed to |
with Mr. Pitt, of which the following is thesubstance : — * Mr. l

" Dharampal Archives CPS-EB-T9™ "

www.cpsindia.org

_—_—\




Centre for Policy Studies

-

58 CORRESPONDENCE OF 1766,
that T could not suppose that any difficulty was
made by him to accept the post, on the footing his
Majesty had been so gracious to tellme and the rest
of his servants that he meant he should hold it.
To which his Majesty directly replied, * Not in
the least. I have thoroughly explained to lim,
that he holds the office detached of every mini-
sterial power whatever;” and thyt he could not con-
ceive from whence could arise any reports of doubt
on the subject, and that it could come from no
good wisher to his affairs. Thus, my Lord, having
heard the King repeat again the conditions on
which he held it, and his assuring me that Mr.
Mackenzie was well informed of it also, I concluded
that there never had been a doubt, or, if there was,
that it had immediately bech stopped in the closet.
He kissed hands, and in lis behaviour was very
civil to me. (!) |

[

(1) When Mr. Stuart Mackenzie first received the privy seal
of Scotland, in 1763, he was pssured by the King that his
appointment Was for life : the/Duke of Bedford, however, in
1765, apprehensive of being considered under the influence of
Lord Bute, deprived him of lE! situation. Lord Chatham, re-
garding this removal asa flagfant violation of the royal promise,
unmindful of the odium which might attach to the measure,
made this reparation of the King's private honour one of the
first acts of his new ministry. For this measure of Justice he
was assailed with all the virnlence of party malice; and though
e had recently declared in parliament, that he would not submit
to be minister where he felt an over-ruling influence, and that
his objection to Lord Butewas personal and not national, he was
decried as the dupe of that noble lord, and told, that *as he had
been caught in aScoteh trap,he must get out of it as well as he

could.” See “ An Enquiry into the Conduct of a late Right Ho-
nourable Commoner.” -

S ———
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The East India chairman and deputy are desired
to be at my house to-morrow at seven o’clock,
where Lord Chancellor and the two secretaries
are to dine. I mean also to invite Charles Towns-
hend.
Shelburne had from your Lordship. After having
repeated the substance of them, I mean to deliver
it in writing to them, as a fuller justification of the
King’s servants, if you approve of it. Though I
look upon it as a certainty that this matter must
have a parliamentary enquiry, would your Lordship
have the word certainly or those in all likelihood
inserted in the place of the other?(")

(!) When the news reached England of the re-establishment
of the East India Company’s affairs, and of the immense acqui-
sitions that had been gained for them by the various treaties con-
cluded by Lord Clive, the price of stock rose, and there was a
clamorous demand for an inercase in the dividends; which,
during the war, had been reduced from eight to six per cent.
This was opposed by the directors, on the ground that though
many advantages had been acquired, great debts had been in-
curred, and that the payment of debts ought to precede the divi-
sion of profits. Not convinced by this reasoning, at the next
general quarterly court of the proprietors it was carried by a
majority of 310 against 231, that the yearly dividend should be
increased to ten per cent. It was at this time that the govern-
ment sent the message to the directors hinted at in the above
letter, importing, * that as the affairs of the East India Com-
pany had been mentioned in parliament last session, it was
very probable they might be taken into consideration again ; and
therefore, from the regard they had for the welfare of the Com-
pany, and in order that they might have time to prepare their
papers for that occasion, they informed them that the parliament
would meet in November."”

I have enclosed the words which Lord I

— T
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always fluctuating, and the circumstances of which
they must rather follow than direct ; but such a
ﬂn:{ting and uncertain authority can never be
equivalent to a steady system of government over
distant countries, where those trusted with the
exccutive parts are doubtful how long their au-
thority may last, and only intent on the speediest
methods of enriching themselves.  Their riches are
afterwards successfully employed here to prevent
any scrutiny into their conduct, either by intimi-
dating the directors, or choosing in their stead a
sufficient number of their friends to prevent all
enquiry. Hence have arisen all the wicked policy,
mischiefs, and dissensions, which have annually
brought the East India Company to the brink of
ruin,

The present constitution, therefore, of the (?om-
pany seems very inadequate to their situ:.ltlon.;
and whether it can be so framed as to give it
proper energy is beyond my conception. If not,
it is absolutely necessary government should take
the charge of that which is too unwieldy for a sub-
ordinate body of merchants ; allowing them such
a compensation as may be equitable, all things
considered. (*)

() By a reference to Vol. 1. p.389., it will be seen, t!mt
Lurd Clive, so early as the year 1759, had drawn the attention
of Mr. Pitt to this important question, and had expressed his
conviction, that so large a sovereignty was an object too exten-
sive for a mercantile company. In a letter from Mr. Walsh to
Lord Clive, written in May 1766, shortly after the news laatll
arrived of his lordship's negotiation with the vizier, and of the

- ——— .
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What this ought to be will gradually open itself,
i the progress of examination into the Company’s
affairs ; and probably in that discussion many cir-
cumstances will contribute to favour whatsoever
plan government shall think wisest to adopt. In
the meanwhile, it seems necessary to induce Lord
Clive to continue in Bengal till this important
business is settled here, and some person appointed
to succeed his Lordship, with sufficient means to
preserve what his Lordship’s astonishing influence
in that part of the world has so happily acquired.

The wise step already taken by your Lordship’s
advice is gratefully felt by every honest and dis-
interested person in the city. It has given a new
bias to the minds of men ; cooled the inflamed
hopes of some, relieved the fears of others; and
added weight to those who have no further views
than the just security of their property, and to see
the India trade preserved in the degree of credit it

——— T R T
subsequent peace, that gentleman says, “Iam very sorry you
did not write a few lines to Mr. Pitt, to conciliate him to your
negotiations. He has left us for Pynsent, where he is doing
great things. T spoke a few words to him, just as he left the
Houseof Commons, telling him you had, in great measure, carried
into execution what I had” once the honour of laying before
him; to which he answered, that he had heard of the great
things you had done; that you had acquired great honour: but
that they were too vast: fur some time he had been dissatisfied
with our proceedings there ; however, lie was very glad to hear
that Lord Clive was well, and that he had not gone up to Delhi.
This was all that passed between us, whilst he was getting on
his great coat. One word from him would go far in making
or unmaking the Company.” — See Malcolm’s Life of Lord
Clive, vol. iii. p- 189,

D
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deserves, by ln’ing‘ing ﬂ]irly before the proprietors
and the public the state of their afiairs ; which
may now be settled upon a solid foundation, and
not proceed any longer under a concealment,
which nothing but a desperate state could Justify.
I have the honour to be, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient and
most humble servant,
Tuoxas Warrorr.

THE RIGIIT ITON. IIANS STANLEY TO THE EARL OF
CIIATHAM.

Gentlemen's Hotel, King Street, St. James's,
September A1, 1766.
My pear Lorp,

I 1ap the honour of secing his Mujesty yesterday;
though the hour was late, on adcount of a council,
and several other audiences which preceded mine,
he was pleased to enter info the business of my
commission, with his usual goodness and affubility,
I had an opportunity of observing, what I had before
more than once admired, the great accuracy of his
Majesty’s memory in récollectillg the various parts
of so involved, so Iq,ﬁg, and sometimes so contra-
dictory a correspoidence, as that which I have
lately perused ; :ufn"l I had the satisfaction of finding
his better judgnfent concur with my poor opinion,
in ail the matefial inferences and deductions drawn
from tiwtmo?;ﬂn:ln}' of which he was pleased to

=

Dbammp;z/ Arc/]i_véx CIJ_S":EB_—_]-? P

1766. THE EARL OF CHATHAM, 65

suggest to me before I had mentioned tlhem. He
1s convinced not only of the prudence, but the ne-
cessity of following one plain, direct, land simple
path in the negotiation upon the line of the alliance
actually subsisting between Russia and Prussia.
I have the honour to be, my dear Lord,
Your most obedient
and most humble servant,
H. StaxLEY.

THE REV. EDWARD WILSON TO THE COUNTESS OF
CHATHAM.

Weymouth, September 13, 1766.
Mapaar,

I nave the pleasure to inform you, that all my
pupils (') are very well and very good. Lady
Hester and Mr. Pitt still continue to surprise and
astonish as much as ever; and I see no possibility
of diminishing their ardour, either by too much
business or too much relaxation. When I am alone
reading, Mr. Pitt, if it is any thing he may attend
to, constantly places himself by me, where his steady
attention and sage remarks are not only entertaining
but useful; as they frequently throw a light upon
the subject, and strongly impress it on my memory.

() Of Lord Chatham's three sons, John, William, and
James-Charles, the respective ages at this time were ten, seven,
and five, Lady Hester had nearly completed her eleventh,
and Lady Harriet her eighth year.

VOL. I11. F
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exccute what the King desires in Portugal and
Sir Joseph Yorke still declining Spain, through a
persuasion that he can regain/ Prince Lewis to
favour, a civil note from whom he encloses to
General Conway, I have sent to Lord Bncking-
ham (') to come to town, and expect to find him
on my return.

[ shall be glad to have your Lordship’s
advice, at your lecisure, in regard to a go-
vernor of Jamaica. It is most material that
a fit person should go there, and soon; for the
lieutenant-governor has to gain the favour of the
people there. Your Lordship may, perhaps, at the
same time, make this appointment assist other
arrangements. I know iIr. “itzherbert (2), at the
board of trade, in general looks that way.

vernor of South Carolina; in 1760, governor of Jamaica; and
in October 1766, en\'oy-extmo'ldinary to the King of Portugal.

In 1776, he was created Barop Westeote of Ballymore, in the .

county of Longford; and in 1794, a British peer by the title of
Lord Lyttelton, which had become extinct in 1779 by the death
of his nephew, the sccond lond. He died in 1808,

(") John Hobart, second !Farl of Buckinghamshire. In 1762,
he was appointed ambassador to the court of Petersburgh; and
in 1776, lord-lieutenant of Ireland. He died in 1798.

(?) William Fitzherbert, of Tissington, esquire, at this time
member for Derby, and oné of the lords of trade, which situa-
tion he continued to hold till January 1772, when he terminated
his own existence ; ** owing,” says Dr. Johuson, “ to imaginary
difficulties in his affairs, wfaich, had he talked of with a friend,
would soon have vaunished.” The whole tenor of his life is
acknowlcdged to have béen a constant series of public and
private acts of beneficence. In parliament, he distinguished
himself as the promoter of every measure tending to advance
the internal prosperity of the community. In him originated

1766. THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 93

Nothing can be so satisfactory as the state of
India business is become. Notwithstanding the
communication of government, the advice of the
directors and of the honestest proprietors, they
came to a declaration of increase of dividend by a
great majority, composed of factious sets of men,
and appointed the Thursday after to go greater
lengths as to Lord Clive, &c.; but though the
majority was very great, the public confidence did
not follow it, and the stock stood'; till they have
been obliged, to prevent its falling, to retreat, and
Join the others in a general language of entire con-
fidence in parliament. (*)

Your Lordship’s
most faithful servant,
SHELBURNE.

many of the legislative provisions wlfich have so materially
contributed to the embellishment of the metropolis, and to the
health, safety, and comfort of its inhabitants.

(') The following account of a couversation with Lord
Chatham on the affairs of the East India Company, which
took place at Bath a few days subsequent to the date of the
above, is contained in a letter from Mr.Walsh to Lord Clive:—

“ Soon after the new administration was formed, the chairman
and deputy chairman were sent for to the cabinet council, and
were acquainted that, as the affairs of the India Company
were likely to be taken into consideration by parliament, it
would be proper for them to be prepared. An intimation of
the kind could not fail to alarm, and affeet the stock greatly.
The quarterly court being over, I made an excursion to Bath,
where Lord Chatham, Lord Camden, and Lord Northington
were assembled. My private motive for this journey was to
discover their disposition towards the Company:; and, by means
of my intimacy with Lord Camden, to endeavour to put you

s T—
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P.S.  There has been a large ¢orrespondence of
the Duke of Choiscul’s duciphf*red, which shows

on a good footing with Lord Chatham, who, there was some
reason to apprehend, was not the best disposed either towards
you, the present direction, or the ('onlpr.n.\'. I recollected Lord
Chatham’s discourse to me (see p. 62.) about your acquisitions
being too vast, and saw Shelburne, Barré, and the enemies of
the present dircetion in the highest employs. Lord Camden
immediately removed my apprehensions as to any thiug hostile
being intended against the Company. 1 told Lim that I was
ignorant whether the dircetors had given the administration full
information concerning the affairs of Bengal: but whatever
their conduet might have bieen in that respect, I, as acting for
Lord Clive, should use no kind of reserve with the adminis-
tration; that Lord Clive, thongh a zealous servant of the
Company, ever considered his duty to his country to be the
first and greatest obligation upon him; that he had formerly
submitted to Lord Chatham's consideration. whether the Bengal
acquisitions were an object for the state or the Company (see
Vol.i. p. 889.); and that, though the Company had in a manner
heen left to pursue their own measures in that respeet, yet it was
reasonable that, in such great prosperity as theirs, they should
contribute liberally to the exigencies of the state; that your
frieuds would readily concur in such a measure, and that I
wished for an opportunity of assuring Lord Chatham of this;
but as I knew him, particularly in his present ill state of health,
to be inaccessible, I requested his lurdship to report it to him.
He advised my writing a note to see Lord Chatham, which [
accordingly did, and was admitted: though it was then a favour,
as I understood, he had only granted to Lord Camden. I
should have mentioned that, before I left town, I waited on
General Conway; made him the same offer of information :
gave him a state of the revenues, and pointed out to him some
of the means by which the commerce of the Company might be
grc:iliy advanced. He appeared quite unacquainted with these:
affairs, but very desirous to be informed. >
[_% It was the 11th of October that I saw Lord Chatham. I"',
told him the oceasion of my visit in almost the same words I'|
had used to Lord Camden: in answer to which, after compli-- |
menting me on the purity, as he styled it, of my intentions, and” |

|
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his sentiments very muchatlgrge. The Spaniards
are in the same situation, iy all appearance much
embarrassed about Falkland’s Islands; the ambas-
sador seems to wait the r¢turn of his last courier.

T
A
of the liberal way in which I had considered this matter, he|
told me that all matters of fuct relating to India would be very |
acceptable to him, thougly/Tie did not wish to receive proposis|
tions on that head, as the affair was of too extensive and too/
difficult a nature for ministers to determine; that thr.:;_' could!
not undertake to decide, between the e and the Company, {
what was precisely proper for_each ; that the consideration |
must of necessity come into parliament; that by the means of
so many gentlemen coming from different parts of the kingdom,
and turning the subject different ways in their minds, many
new lights might be gathered ; that the crown _Il:ul__uuthing to
do in the affair, and that its ministers could only interfere in
preventing unreasonableness and oppressions on one side or
the other; and that JE_C_C_’P}_EGI_I}'_, in all cases, must subsist.
On my giving him the state of the revenues, he seenied much
surprised at the smallness of the amount, saying that Holwell
and common report had made it much larger.  He spoke
very handsomely of you; said that lie Ticard with concern of
the virulent publications against you; that it was incumbent |
on the Company to support you strongly, and likewise to reward |

you. I mentioned how greatly the Company's commeree might |

be extended with the assistance of government ; hinted the
necessity there was of excluding foreigners from being stock-
holders, and sharing in our benefits; and concluded with ob-
serving, that every thing I had heard from him gave me the
highest satisfaction, except the impracticability that he inti- /
mated of any arrangement between the administration and the |
directors before the meeting of Parliament. [
“™This is the substance of my conversation with this great
man, who is certainly not only the most vigorous, but the most |
comprehensive and judicious minister this country ever had.
I hope, in consequence of what 1 before wrote to you, that you
have taken steps to conciliate and attach him. He has a great-
ness in himself, which makes him feel and assert the great
actions of others.” ) ) : |
/—J = —'—'_'_'.-Fr.-.
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very adequate abilities to the important work, will
also carry another necessary ingredient to a foreign
minister, I mean a clicerful and zealous attachment
to the great business with which e js charged. He
did indeed express at first somte doubts, more of
modesty than disinclination ; though as to wishes,
they certainly did not lead him again abroad : but
I must do him justice in saying, that a very
commendable sense of duty fo the King and true
zeal for his Majesty’s servieé soon determined his
resolution ; and lhe obeys the King’s gracious com.
mands with becoming cheerfulness and devotion
to that duty. The continuation of the pension
granted as a reward of past services seems very
tinexceptionable, and I understand has been already
favourably received when your Lordship mention-
ed it.

I am happy to hear that the special commission
was ready for signing, ‘and I will trust that no
delays can happen in your Lordship’s power to
prevent. My Lord Chancellor will not fail to co.
operate in expediting this necessary and much de.
sired measure.  Accept, my dear Lord, my best
acknowledgments for the trouble you have allowed
me to give you, with regard to the intended offer
of the embassy ; in which matter M;. Conway has
been very obliging to drop his intention, Your
Lordship’s goodness in facilitating my wishes for
Lord Cardross claims likewise many warm thanks,
As I hope to have the pleasure of embracing your
Lordship by the middle of next week, I will not
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touch on business, foreign or domgstic, further than
to say, I wish either topic were/ more inviting. I
am, with truest esteem and res yect,
My dear Lord, your Lérdship’s
most obedient ayid affectionate
/ humble servant,
Cuarnan, (%)

i
-

(') The parliament met on the 11th of November. The
scareity formed the principal topic of the King’s speech. The
address was opposed in both Houses, and amendments moved,
importing an intention to bring in a bill to indemnify those who
had advised the embargo. No details of the debate have been
preserved in any collection ; but the speech of Lord Chatham,
who was sufficiently recovered to take his seat this day in the
House of Lords;, will be found ably reported in the following
letter from Mr. Henry Flood to the Earl of Charlemont: —
“ Opposition began with Lord Suffolk. It was urged, that the
matter treated of being illegal, a bill of indemnity would be
necessary to indemnify the persons concerned, and the consti-
tution : ;t was added, that parliament might and ought to have
been called sooner, and that if it had, perhaps this illegal act
might have been avoided.

“Lord Cratiay (who began with a very eloquent descrip-
tion of his feclings, from the new situation in which he spoke,
in an unuceustomed place. Lefore the most knowing in the laws,
in the presence of the hereditary legislators of the realm, whilst
he could not look upon the throne without remembering that it
bad just been filled by majesty, and by all the tender virtues
which encompass it), allowed, that it was physically possible to
have called the parliament a fortnight or three weeks sooner,
consistently with the order of prorogation subsisting at the time
when the alarm was first suggested ; but that this, instead of
being of service, would have been detrimental, for that it would
have deprived the country. in the very article of dn.ngcr, g_f_t_]_m_\
presence of the principal persons of it, whose authority had been
' much weight in suppressing these tymults,
the fact certainly ; and though it could not be pretended that
this was exactly foreseen, yet he could not but rejoice that

That this was )
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Edgecumbe, on account bf his having refused the

bed-chamberin lieu of thetreasurershin of thehouse- |
THE RIGHT HON. HENRY SEYMOUR CONWAY TO 2% 5 7 SHPOLE i
TIHE EARL OF CHATHAM. !

| — -

Little Warwick Strec_t, November 22, 1766.
My Lorp,

[ nap the honour of your Lordship’s note, ac-

not less than forty days’ notice should be given; that therefore
the prorogation could not properly have been for less than forty
days. That indeed parliament was by this last proclamation

prorogued for somewhat more than forty days; but that this was
done when only a surmise of searcity had been suggested before
the lllro.-'»hing out of the harvest, and whilst the danger had only
been talked of, not expected. That it was some time after this
ion before tl jecture of searcity was cerified, and”

nothing was done to deprive the country of such an effectual Prorogation before the conjecture 6 oarclhy Wwas veniie L an
| interposition : that parliament now met earlier than usual, and I__l‘hc__n_utg- be;‘:ar!_: and that then t!w time for meeting of parlia-
that it was not in itsolf desirable to hurry away upon every ment was publicly fixed, and the interval could not be shortened

| 0 : - iy ; = - " 1 i %) o W -

| rumour all the prineipal persons of the nation from every extre- S3cepE by F“'!'“.‘—’ parliament suddenly, contrary to‘ pr?oia-
I mity of the kingdom, and to erowd them into the metropolis. mation, and with a streteh of power, ..'mfl a ]?n:cedc'm lll.fillll:"}'
'I"Ir.n. such a conduet would be a mark of weakness and temerity, more dangerous than the delay of their meeting, and the issuing

—— ssedilbeb At R Ll ol —— = - =N 3 b {
especially in a country in which sudden distressos are so liable : of the embargo. That this indeed was so illegal, that the legis-
to be created and aggravated, either from lucrative views, or lature had thought it necessary, by a I"‘“""f'“lfl_r 1‘13“59.111 the
¥ ronta fiotiona spirit.  That had he advicod 'th(_:-('ulﬁi‘lg' of par- militia bill, to empower the crown to call parliament, in the

quainting me with the intention of dismissing Lord

imment upon the first intellieenee he received, (which was but a particular cases of actual invasion or rebellion, in fourteen days,
suggestion of apprehended ‘5[._"'_.3[5., and could be no more, as uot\\'itltsmn:iing any prorogation to the contrary. That this
the harvest was not threshed out or known) he would Jjustly have i delay therefore arising from parliament's being prurng‘ued for !
been censured for the alarm to the public, and the inconvenience t :-onlen-hm'mm@ than forty days was not f:ul!l:\ at the time, no
to individuals, which a precipitate convention of parliament danger being in probable expectation then which could require .
85 :

must have oceasioned ; a step which would have created an
imaginary scarcity, thongh a real one had not existed. That
these considerations determined his Majesty, with the advice of 3 ) b t
his council, to issue that order of prorogation under which Strcz:ss which had been laid upon the possibility o‘f calling
i parlinment now met : that under the former prorogation parlia- parlinments fvu}-teen or fif ro(-n.da_\'s sooner, and of snmr:g every
ment could not meet consistently with usage, for that it was \ member of parlinment ”'_”“"- kingdom upon a her‘sc to ride P_m‘t
always usual in the Jast proclamation of prorogation preceding up rfj London: and baving thus dcfcvnf]cdbthe time of calling :
the session, to declare the parliament to be prorogued to a parllmmem, .hs- proceeded to defend the issuing of .tlzc embargo :
| certain day, then to meet for the despateh of business, — a mate- during the ‘mtrt'r‘\‘al cf ]Imrh:mmin by legal authority, as an act
! rial notification not inserted in the former, because it was not de- c_i' power, justifialle before parliament on the ground of neces-
cided to meet then. That a new prorogation therefore was neces- aity ;_E_l'l_l!_ﬂ’fll{' a pnrasr‘a!‘r.h of Mr. Locke to show, t‘]l."l.l t;;q||gl| ]' i
sary, and that the usage was never to give less than forty days’ 1t was not stricily SPU“';"”S ‘r":‘{“l- yet that it was "_’.?‘E‘f m _‘!'C |
notice, That this was a very salutary custom, and that nothing opinion of 1!::11 great friend (:rllbul'l)‘, that constitutional philo- |
could be so perilous as sudden and surreptitious conventions of sopher and liberal s‘talesman. i
parliament. That it might well be considered as the law of In .tlm. IIous:c of Cunmmu.s, Mr. Conway mor-(\(l for leave .
usage and of parliament, though not perhaps of the land, that to bring in a bill for protecting the persons acting under the !

an earlier meeting : that after the proclamation the delay was
unavoidable; and that, in fact, it was so far from being detri- !
mental, that it had been advantageous. He ridiculed the l

*
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THE EARL OF BRISTOL TO THE EARL l'lFCli.\Tﬂ.-\M.(')

St. James's Square, December 29, 1766.
My Lorp,

Thie purport of my writing at present is to ac-
quaint your Lordship, that Mr. Flood was with

(') Lord Chatham was at this time at Bath; the two houses
having, on the 15th of December, adjourned/till the 16th of
January. < We have had a busy month,” writes Horace Wal-
pole to’ Mr. Montagu, “and many grumbles of a state~quake ;
but the session has, however, ended very uiulnphanﬂy for the
great Earl. T mean, we are adjourned for the holidays for above
a month, after two divisions of 166 to 18, and 140 to 56.
It is to be regretted. that no reports of the proceedings of
this “Dbusy month" should have been preserved. The following
brief sketch of what took place in the House of Commons on
the 25th of November is contained in a letter from Mr. Henry

Flgod to Lord Charlemont : —
/“ The affair of the embargo, aggravated by the multitude of

private discontents which mingled with jt, produced a ferment,
and encouraged all the parties that are unsatisfied to join against

Lord Chatham on Tuesday last. Beckford was chosen by him

to make a motion for examining into the state of the East India_
Tompany. This motion contained offensive matter, and was
“offensively introduced. Our friend Burke rose first in opposi-
tion, and acquitted himsell very honourably. Yorke, G.
Grenville, Thurlow, Rigby, Dowdeswell, Wedderburne, all
joined. Charles Townshend stated the matter quite new; dis-
claimed all the offcusive parts, and made a very artful, con

ciliating, able, and eloquent speech. Barré, Conway, the
attorney-general, the master-of-the-rolls, Hans Stanley, &e.,
spoke in favour of the zeneral ground of the motion 3 upon the
wliole, however, there was little concert, and pot much ability
in the defence. The opponents were more successful upon the
whole, though na one person year Townshend. He is the
orator; the rest are speakers. 1 have heard him frequently
this time, and always well: one remarkable speech of his T
missed, but I went to see him the day after; I lamented the loss
I had sustained by my absence,/and he remedied it by speaking
excellently on the same subject to me in his room. The ques-

————

T ——
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/
me this morning to take his leave of me, as he is
obliged to return to Dublin ; jlfdt he said he had so

tion was carried in favour of the rezolution, amended by Conway,
by 129 to 76. The Bedfords, Rockingham, Portland, De-
vonshire, Temple, Grenville, Yorkes, and the friends of the
Cor pany all_united. Some of Lord Bute’s were against ad-

ministration, some went away, and Oswald and Elliott were
silent.  Hamilton voted with the minority, but did not speak.”

Sir Matthew Fetherstonehaugh, member for Portsmouth, an
a considerable proprietor of India stock, in a letter to Lord
Clive of the 30th of December, thus describes some of these
debates : —

“In a question like this, about the right of property and
the forfeiture of a charter, one would have thought that the
opinion of almost all the lawyers in the house might have

been attended to; but they were called Ly Colonel Barré < q
sort of keavy artillery, which did little execution ;' for which the
master of the rolls ealled him, instead of the honowrable gen-
tleman, the valiaat gentleman. Iy, Grenville, on both days,
defended the Company's rights with a force that was unan-
swerable, always declaring that, if the Company wanted the re-
newal of their term, or any other favour from the public, they
sliould be made to pay for it, in the best bargain which could”
be made for the public; but protesting against extorting money
from them by the terror and threats of _parliamentary power.
‘But the finest piece of oratory was Mr, Burke's, late secretary
to Lord Rockingham. After pointing out the ill effects which
so violent a measure might have on the publie eredit, — ¢ But
perhaps,’ said le, ¢ this house is not the place where our reasons
can be of any avail: the greas person who is to determine on
this question may be a Iwing far above our view ; one so im-
measurably high, that the greatest abilities (pointing to Mr.
Townshend), or the most amiable dispositions that are to be
found in this house (pointing to Mr. Conway), may not gain
access to him; a hoing before whom thrones, dmninmions,
princedoms, virtues, powers (waving his hand all this time
over the treasury-bench, wlich he sat behind), all- veil thejr
faces with their wings: " but though our arguinents may not
reach him, probably our prayers may!' He then apostro-
phised into a solemn prayer to the Great Minister above, that

VoL. 111. L
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great a desire of paying his respects to your Lord-
ship, that instead of setting forward to go by
Chester direetly, he would go down to Bath,
on purpose to visit the Earl of Chatham. I
imagine he will be at yonr Lordship’s door on
Thursday next. He was so much hurt before
at not having been with your Lordship, that
I really must entreat it as a very great favour that
you will be so good as to haye some conversation
with him. T have reason | to hope he is well
inclined ; but I know not how great a disservice it
may be to me in Ireland, if any unexpected course
should make him go back without being admitted
to your Lordship. T belieye his sentiments about
the septennial bill coincide with your Lordship’s;
but I told him very truly, that as I had flattered
myself to the last mome:ﬁt you would have found
time to talk with him, I never opened upon busi-
ness with him; choosing rather he should know
from the fountain-head Wﬁat system was intended,
and what measures would be pursued, as the whole
would come to him with more dignity, propriety,
and clearness from your Lordship than it could be
suggested by me; that I had done enough to

rules and governs over all, to have merey upon us, and not to
destroy the work of his own lhands; to have merey on the
public credit, of which he had made so free and large a use.
¢ Doom not to perdition that vast public debt, a mass seventy
millions of which thou hast employed in rearing a pedestal for
thy own statue.” Here Apgustus Hervey called him to order,
to the regret of many.” '
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evince my own disposition to him, fo the Earl of
Tyrone, and to all their connections ; that as I had
no commands from the King, but such as were for
the general good, nor any purpose to serve for
myself or my family, T meant not to govern by any
faction or party, but would rely on the support of
those who had the national interest at heart,
and should seek to distinguish /those who yere
eminent for their integrity and their abilities ; and
therefore I would hope to have him my friend,
This is, as nearly as I can recollect, what passed
between us; but he will explain himself more fully
to your lordship. I shall not presume toadd my own
wishes or opinions more minutely at present ; you,
my Lord, can secure him to government by your
weight. Ishall be convineed whatever turns outwill
be for the best. I have the honour of being, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obliged, most
devoted, and most humble servant,
BristoL.

THE EARL OF CHATHAM TO HENRY FLOOD, ESQ.

Bath, Frida)-, January 1, 1767,

Lorp CuatraM, who is just returned to Bath,
presents his compliments to Mr. Flood, and will
be very glad of the honour of seeing him to-morrow
evening, at seven o’clock, if that hour be con-
venient to Mr. Flood.

L2
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HENRY FLOOD, ESQ. TO TIE EARL OF CIIATHAM.

Saturday Evening.
[January 8, 1767.]
My Lorp,

Ever since T had the honour to pay my respects
to your Lordship at Bath, I have continued to labour
under a severe feverish disorder, which at that time
lay so heavy on me, that I am conscious I was
wholly incapable of explaining myself with any
degree of exactness or propriety. Iwished to have
acquainted your Lordship with the sentiments of
some gentlemen, who have done me more honour
than I deserve in permitting me to do so, and to
whom, therefore, I think myself' responsible ; on
which consideration alone I presumed to trouble
your Lordship with any such explanation, But as
Iam sensible that, in the state in which I then was,
I must have been wholly unequal to so delicate a
task, I think it my duty to express my sense of it
to your Lordship, inasmuch as I should not wish,
by so imperfect a detail, to be the possible instru-
ment of the smallest misconception either as to
men or things, with respect to any person, and
least of all, with respect to that person for whom I
have the highest reverence. Ihave the honour to
be, my Lord, &c. &e.

Hexry Froop.(})

(*) That the result of this meeting was not entirely satisfac-

tory to Mr. Flood still further appears from the following passage
in aletter addressed to him by Lord Charlemont, on the 13th: —
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THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES TOWNSHEND TO THE
EARL OF CHATHAM.

Downing Street, January 1, 1767.
My Lorb,

I pip not trouble your Lordship with any letter
upon the conclusion of the last general court, be-
cause there was nothing, neither in the passages of
that meeting nor in the result of it, material enough
to require a particular communication : the result
your Lordship must have heard before you left
London; and it was difficult to form any probable
expectation of any man’s future conduct from
the part which he took in a day circumstanced as
that was; for the same reasons, 1 have not judged
it necessary to write to your Lordship since, being
very apprehensive of Dbecoming in any degree*
answerable for events, which turn upon so great a

“ Your interview with the Patagonian has turned out pretty
much as I expeeted. It is casier for a camel to go through the |
eye of a needle, or for a rich man to enter into the kingdom
of heaven, than for a politician fo lay aside disguise, or for a
minister Zere to think as we would wish, with regard to our affairs.
A great deal was, no doubt, to be expected from Jis peculiar
character ; but that characters, even the highest, almost always
vary with a change in situation, the difference between this and
your former conference is, I think, an incontestible proof. In-
deed, my dearest Flood, we mpst depend upon ourselves alone,
Firmness, as you well observe, may gain, or the want of it lose,
every thing. Iam, however, axtremely glad that you have seen
and conversed with him, and Righly approve of every thing you
said : his being made acquainted with what I am proud to call
our way of thinking may be of the greatest advantage.”

.3

www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

150 . CORRESPONDENCE OF 1767.

variety of persons, influenced and changed every
hour by such a succession of views, passions, and
interests, and in which a man of any experience
in life must see the danger of authorising any san-
guine ideas whatever.

But, my Lord, in the general court of yesterday a
motion was made to empower the directors to treat
with administration, and it passed without a
division, in a fuller court than the last: it was
moved by Mr. Franks, a person of excellent cha-
racter and a great proprictor, supported by Sir
James Hodges and Mr. Wedderburn, Mr. Walpole,
and others; opposed by Mr. M‘Intosh, Mr.
Dempster, and Mr. Johnston. I enclose a copy of
the motion ('), and also of anether made by Sir
James Hodges (*), and soon after withdrawn by him,

(') “ That it is the opinion of this court, to empower the
directors to treat with administration upon all such points in the
general state of the affairs of the Company as they shall judge
to be most requisite and conducive to the extending their com-
meree, securing their possessions, and perpetuating the pros-
perity of the Company, in order to endeavour to bring about
an amicable eonclusion.” — N.B. Mr.Walpole moved to insert
reconmend instead of empowcered ; which was carried, upon the
distinction that the directors hiad the power, by the constitution
of the Company, though they might not care to exert it with-
out a recommendation. The word amicable was left out, at
Mr. Wedderburn’s motion, because it might be construed to
imply a past disagreement ; and some words were added, order-
ing the dircetors to report the issue of whatever negotiations
should pass.

(*) “That it is-the opinion of this court, that the chairman
and deputy chairman be desired to wait on administration, and
acquaint them that the court of proprictors, conscious of having
done every thing in their power for the honour of the Com.
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upon Mr. Walpole’s objections. The sense of the
court, and the argument of the whole day, was that
the directors should treat upon all points taken
together for the accomplishment of an agreement
upon the ground of reciprocal advantage ; and no
persons were so explicit or so warm in supporting
the doctrine and the measure, in this sense, as Sir
James Hodges and Mr. Wedderburn.

A doubt having been expressed in the former
court, and left unanswered, whether, if they should
empower the directors, administration would con-
cur, the same thing was thrown out again yes-
terday ; upon which the chairman rose, and said,
that he had reason to believe that if the court
should think proper to empower the directors to treat,
the administration would hear and receive them :

pany and the benefit of this country, after having for many
years encountered difficulties almost insurmountable, at an im-
mense expense to themselves, and at the same time conveyed
through an uninterrupted channel one of the best streams of
supply to the public revenue (whilst they have been contented
with small dividends, very inadequate to their risk), cannot help
being impressed with much concern, that their right to the
first opening dawn of advantage, from which they hoped to
receive adequate amends, should admit of a doubt ; and, though
they have nothing to fear from inquiry, do nevertheless think
it their indispensable duty to wait on administration by a re-
commendation, in order to endeavour to settle on prineiples of
equity and moderation such matters as may effectually secure
their rights and possessions, and promote the extension of their
commerce, for the mutual benefit of the public and the Com-
pany ; whose interests, they apprehend, always have been, and
must continue, reciprocal.”

L 4

Dharampal Archives CPS-EB-19

P —

www.cpsindia.org




152 CORRESPONDENCE OF 1767.

| upon which, as T am informed, -the day instantly
took a turn favourable to the proposition.

It must be some time before the directors can,
in their committee, cither name the persons out of
their own body who are to act for them, or prepare
for the opening of the business ; but if it were not
50, I should certainly decline .I." intercourse, sepa-
rate from your Lordship, and wait the return of
his \I.@cst} ’s servants,

It is my sincere and earnest wish, for every
motive public and private, which ought to influ-

rence an honest man, that this very important
matter may come fo a good issue ; because, inde-
‘pendent of my natural anxiety for my little chance
of reputation which I may have dependent upon
it, T sce nothing so sure to establish the lustre of
his Majesty’s councils, and to give vigour and
authority to every measure and plan of government
at home and abroad, as the natural consequences
of an amicable and happy conclusion of this vast
- subject.
| I am, with the greatest regard, and most per-
fect consideration, my Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obliged
and most faithful servant,
C. TowxsHEND.

l}
|
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THE EARL OF CHATHAM TO THE RIGHT HOX.
CIHHARLES TOWNSHEND.

Burton Pynsent, January 2, 1767.
Sin,

Tue honour of your letter followed me to this
place from Bath, whither I return to-morrow
morning. I am impatient to express how sensibly
I am obliged to you for so carly a (‘0111!111[‘111(_"1[10!1
of the resolutions of the last general court.| Ineed f
not tell you how entirely this transcendant object, |
India, | possesses my heart and fixes my thoughts.
ﬂ will not be hard, then, to judge of my sensations,
‘on adawn of reason and equity in the general court,
so Tong delivered up to the grossest delusions of a
mistaken self-interest, and shutting their eyes to
the clearest principles of justice, and to a series of |
the most incontestible facts. :

Fcan call it hitherto only the dawn, waiting'f
anxiously for the more perfect day. The motion,
(discreet enough in itself,) is so worded, that it may |
contain all that is right and desirable ; it may also
conceal, within a specious generality, certain narrow |
notions, that would frustrate national justice and |
public prosperity. I will, however, hope for the |
best side of the alternative, and am fully persuaded,
my dear Sir, that you and I shall equally share the
honest joy, if the desired success crowns the great
work ; and, indeed, by one and the same .1ct, to do
the nation justice, and to fix the ease and pre-emi-

~
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| nence of England for ages, are plentiful sources of

manly and noble joy.

Allow me then, with the addition of one descrip-' =1

tive epithet, to pray (in your own words) for all
the natural consequences of an adequate, amicable,
and happy conclusion of this vast subject. I am,
with the greatest regard and consideration, dear Sir,
Your most faithful and obedient
humble servant,
CrATHAM.

THE RIGHT HON. CHARLES TOWNSHEND TO THE
EARL OF CHATHAM,

Downing Street, January 4, 1767.
My pear Lorbp,

I'nave this moment received the honour of your
letter, and I flatter myself you will forgive me if I
trouble you a second time, in consequence of some
observations in your letter, which seem to me to
call for an answer from me, and of proceedings
which have since followed the resolution of the
gencral court. :

I"caninot help thinking, that the words of the
motion were conceived with great prudence, pro-
priety, and judgment ; because, in my opinion, they

clearly extend to every consideration which one °

could wish to include in the result of the negotia-
tion. Under the expression of * enlarging their
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commerce,” will naturally be considered every
measure which the directors have to propose for
the reliefof their trade at home and abroad : under.
the next words, of securing their possessions”
(your Lordship will observe that it is possessions,
not rights), will be introduced whatever they want, |
in recruiting their military, governing their servants,
and establishing the revenue itself: and under the
last general phrase of  perpetuating the prosperity
of the Company,” may be classed a variety of other
points not yet started ; all which, amicably given,
will be so many reasons with the general court
finally to acquiesce in an issue advantageous to the
“Company and adequate to the public.

- Your Lordship will recollect, that in my letter T
had the honour to assure you, that the motion was
opened, supported, and carried in this extensive
sense. I am now to inform you, that the directors
have been with me to communicate the resolution ;
and from them I learn, that they receive their
power and construe it in this manner, and that
they will, without delay, collect every information,
in order to prepare themselves for waiting upon
your Lordship and the servants of the crown,
upon their return to town; till which time, I told
them I could not venture to advance one step. I
have also seen other very leading men in the|
_court, who speak of the temper of the day, the|
@ing of the motion, and the extent of the
pc_;lvgi' given to the directors, as I have done to]
your Lordship ; and therefore I should hope there!

e P———
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is no ground for doubting which side of the alter-
native stated by your Lordship, ought to be taken
on the construction of the generality of the words ;
formed thus general, I am convinced, to secure
unanimity in granting the power to treat, without
the lcast seeret wish thereby to frustrate national
Justice and public prosperity.

Your Lordship does me justice in supposing me
equally anxious with yourself to see this delicate
and important matter brought to an adequate, as
well as amicable and happy issue. Perhaps I may
have thought, more than others of sounder Jjudg-
ment than mine, that the only way of making the
issue adequate was to make it amicable ; which, if it
has been an error, it was an honest one, proceeding
from a sincere, though it should be thought an
extreme, sense of the endless difficulties accom-
panying every idea of substituting the public in the
place of the Company, in the collecting, investing,
and remitting the revenue ; and from a fear, that
the knowledge of this impracticability might em-
bolden a body of heated proprietors to stand the
issue of such a measure, rather than submit to
what they might deem severity in the manner, or
in the plan.

I.am to beg your Lordship’s pardon for this in-
terruption. Truly anxious to-leave no doubt upon
your mind, which I feel myself authorised to re-
move by the representation of any circumstances
within my knowledge, I could not resist the
pleasure of assuring you more fully of the actual
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result of the last general court, and the declaration
of the directors themselves.

I am, my Lord, with the greatest solicitude for
your Lordship’s health, and the success of what-
ever interests you in the accomplishment of your
great plans for the prosperity and honour of these
kingdoms, my dear Lord,

Your Lordship’s most obliged,
most faithful servant,
C. TowxsHEND.

—
-

THE EARL OF CHATHAM TO THE RIGHT HON.
CHARLES TOWNSHEND.

Bath, January 6, 1767.
Dear Sir,

I ax honoured this morning by the favour of
your letter of the 4th, and am sorry that any ob-
servations of my former letter should have occa:
sioned to you the trouble of justifying the motion
of the general court, the wording of which T ad-
mitted to be prudent enough ; _my anxious doubts
and well-grounded fears turning upon the final
issue of the transaction, not upon the expression of
the resolution, which will, in my sense of things,
be such, in either alternative, an adequate or an
illusory proposal.

. It would be an useless intrusion upon your time
to repeat here the first principle which rules me in

this matter ; namely, that the right is evidently
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. }
with_the Company ; for I ean venture upon no

method of defining the idea of adequate, but by
assuming or deciding the question of right, and by

considering, consequently, whatever portion of the

revenue shall be left by parliament to the Company.
s indulgence and matter of discretion, L will only

add_upon this head, that my fears do not arise
from distrust of the good intentions of the direct-
ors, but from the vices and passions of the general

court, to whom they are to report.  Under these
circumstances, I confess I am not sanguine enough

to hope for an issue I shall think adequate,

Allow me now, dear Sir, to assure you, that I
esteem myself sensibly obliged to you for the
honour of the letter I am noy answering, and am
not a little flattered with the attention You are so
good to give to solicitudes, which are very real, and

proportioned to the mighty national benefit, which
15t be acquired or lost at the end of this mo-
mentous business. T feel all the extent of the very

favourable and kind expressions with which you

conclude your letter, and beg you will accept of

my warm acknowledgments, I hope to have the

pleasure of embracing you in town about the 14th
or 15th.

I am, with great regard and consideration,
dear Sir,

Your most faithful and
most obedient humble servant,
: Cuarnaw,

1Inar
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JAMES BOSWELL, ESQ. TO THE EARL oOF CHATHAM,
Edinburgh, January 3, 1767,
My Lorb,

I nave received a letter from General Paoli, in
which hethus talks of Mr. Pitt:—«Ta pubblica fama
esalta fino alle stelle i talenti del Signor Pitt ; ma
la relazione che ella mi/ fa della conversazione
avuta con esso lui, mi rigmpie ancora- dj maggior
ammirazione e di attaccamento per la bonta del
cuore di questo Pericle della Gran Bretagna.”

My Lord, I wrote to General Paoli the many
strong and noble expressions which You uttered
in a private conference to me, with as much elo-
quence as ever Mr. Pitt displayed in the fullest
assembly ; and, my Lord, T trust You will now show
& generous sincerity. I would recommend to your
Lordship Mr.Dick, his Majesty’s consul at Leghorn,
as a gentleman of great information and judgment,
as to every thing that concerns the Mediterranean
and I would recommend him as a man of worth
and spirit, who is warmly attached to the brave
Corsicans. He will give your Lordship all the
light you can desire, as to the advantages which
Great Britain might derive from an alliance with
Corsica, either in the way of trade or for the
conveniency of war, and will faithfully execute
whatever commands your Lordship m
him,

Your Lordship knows that a proclamation stands

ay ]ay upon
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important occupations. I received it two days ago
from Prince Jablonofisky (1), pylatine of Noyogorod,
as your Lordship will see by /the short letter that
accompanied it. I cannot lielp mentioning a cir-
cumstance that may not, perhaps, be disagreeable
to your Lordship; whicly is, that I was actually
talking with the King of Poland when the mes-
senger delivered me the packet, and upon my in-
forming his Majesty ‘of the contents, he said, “Si
Je ne regardois pas les scerets pour la goutte comme

et l'inelination que j'ai de procurer ses avantages, surtout en
Russie, le pays le plus naturellement intéressé a la prospérité
du votre,

* Ayaut reconnu la probité et le zdle du Sieur Wroughton,
qui vous remettra eette Jettre, Monsieur, pour sa patrie; je
vous prie de lui obtenir du Roi la survivance de la charge de
consul-général, et je vous le recommande tros particulidrement.
Monsieur, vous m'obligeez par li assurément, mais vous n'ajou-
terez ricn & la considération distingute avee laquelle je suis,

Monsieur, de votre Excellence,
la trés affectionée,
CaTeRINg.”

(') Prince Jablonoffski was born in 1712, In early life he
devoted himself chiefly to the sciences, and, for the sake of im-
provement, made several tours through France and Germany.
When the troubles broke out in Poland he resigned his sena-
torial dignity, left the country, and took up his residence at’
Leipsig ; where he founded a society for the purpose of dis-
tributing premiums to the authors of the best answers to ques-
tions proposed on various literary subjects. The society still
exists. He died in 1777. His principal writings are his Lives
of the Twelve great Generals of Paland, and a treatise on Scla-
vonic poetry. ‘The prince’s letter to Lord Chatliam, containing
his recipe for the cure of the gout, has uufurluuate]y not been
preserved.

1767. THE EARL OF CHATHAM. 163

les secrets de faire de Por, Je porterois bien envie

au Prince, d’en avoir fourni un remede & un min-
1stre qui fait tant d’honneur au genre humain.”

I confess T am not sorry to have this occasion of

wishing vour Lordship more success from this com.
munication of the Prince than his Polish Majesty
apprehends, as well as every other blessing that
agreat and good man ecan enjoy ; assuring your
Lordship of the profound respect, attachment, and
veneration, with which I have the honour to be, my
Lord,
Your Lordship’s most obedient
and most humble servant,
Troxas Wrouvenrox,

THE DUKE OF GRAFTON TO THE EARL OF CHATHANM.

Grosvenor Square, January 8, 1767.

My pear Lorp,
THe inclosed is a copy of a paper delivered into
my hands this morning by the chairman and deputy
of the East India Company ("), who desired to

M “ East India House, January 6, 1767.
“ At a Committee of Treasury.

“The committee met to consider of the resolution of the
general court of proprietors of the 31st of December last, and
the reference of the court of directors thereupon on the 24
instant, and what steps it will be proper to take in consequence
thereof, which said resolution and reference are in the I'ulluu'ing
words, viz. s —

M 2
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come to me. You will perceive that the heads
contained under it are what their committee of

«4 At a General Court, 31st December, 1766.

“ ¢ Resolved, nemine contradicedte, that it be recommended Ir
to the court of dircctors to treat with tiie administration upon
such poinis relative to the general state of the affairs of the Com- |
pany as shall scem to them most requisite and conducive to the |
exteniding our commerce, securing our possessions, and per-|
petuating the prosperity of the Company, and to report their |
procecdings to this court.” !

|
%% At a Court of Directors, 2d January, 1767.

¢ Ordered, that it be referred to the committee of treasury to
give directions for preparing the necessary papers, also to con-
sider of the applications proper to be made to the administration
in pursuance of the resolution of the general court of the 31st
ultimo, and to report their proceedings thereupon from time to
time to this court.'"”

“The committee, upon considering the said resolution of the
general court, and the consequent reference of the court of
directors, are of opinion it is requisite and necessary to treat
with the administration on the following points, viz.: —

“For a prolongation of the Company's charter, from the year
1780 to the year 1500, or a further term; but to have the whole,
sole, and exclusive trade to the East Indies for three years after
the said year 1800, in like manner as was provided in the act
of the 17th of George the Second.

 For an alteration iu the iuland duty on tea, with a view to
prevent smuggling, and thereby to inecrease the legal con-
sumption.

“ For allowing a drawback on the exportation of tea of the
whole custom paid thercon, being about 247, per cent. upon the
gross value at the Company’s sales, or at least 201 per cent.
thereof.

“ For an alteration in the duties on ealicoes and muslins.

* For some method of recruiting the Company's military
forces at their settlements in the East Indies, by draughting
them off for that purpose whenever they shall be wanted.

for the better and more effectual government of their civil and

“ For strengthening the hands of the Company, if nccessary;!- s

[-Archives CPS-EB-19
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treasury have judged to be the benefits they may
hope to receive from parliament. This communi-
cation, they told me, meant nothing farther than a
show of that respect which my absence from town
had prevented them from giving till now. They
added, that their present business was only to ac-
quaint me with the steps taken by the general
court, and to offer for my full consideration those
objects which they thought the Company most
interested to obtain.  As they expected no answer
from me on these heads, I had only to express to

them the satisfaction it gave me to hear them

declare, that the advantage to the public in this

lluilitary servants or others abroad, and for preventing their

accepting or receiving presents.

“For preventing the commaiiders of the Company’s ships and
others from carrying to the East Indies all kinds of warlike
stores clandestinely, or without the license of the Company.

“ For desiring the strong interposition of administration
with the court of France, for payment to the Company of the
great sums of money they have expended for the maintenance,
transport of French prizoners to Europe, and other expenses
ineurred on those accounts, which, by an account delivered to
the right honourable Mr. Secretary Conway, dated the 16th
November, 1765, amounted at that time to the sum of
260,687, 8s. 5d. ’

“Also for their interposition with the court of Spain, with
respect to the Manilla ransom, that the Company may be reim-
bursed the great expenses incurred by that expedition; for
which it appears, by a letter from Lord Egremont to the seeret
committee, dated the 23d January, 1762, the Company is to
have a reasonable compensation ; which said expenses amounted
to, on the Tth August last, the sum of 166,236L 15s. as per an
account that day delivered to the right honourable the Earl of
Shelburne.”
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“ and that I will not return to Excrano with one Rupee
 more than what arifes from my Jaghire. My profits ari-
* fing from Salt fhall be divided among thofe friends who
“ have endangered their lives and conftitutions in attending
“ me. The congratulatory Nuzirs, &c. fhall be fet oppofite

“ to my extraordinary expences; and if aught remains, it
¢ fhall go to Porrar or fome other Hofpital.,” .

~ In Mr. Bouts’s book is a copy of a Bond, by which it
appears that I fold my concern in Salt, for thirty-two thou-
fand pounds. I do acknowledge there is fuch a Bond, but
the fum actually received by me, on that account, amounted
only to about ten thoufand eight hundred pounds. The fact
was this: I could not think of fuffering the three before-
mentioned Gentlemen, who accompanied me to Inpra, to
recurn to Excranp without realizing fomething on their ac-
count; I faid fo to my friends in Bexcar. The Salt Con-
cern was of a very extenfive tedious nature, and the accouuts
might not be made up in fome years. Could I, in honor,
leave thofe Gentlemen in a fituation which made it doubtful
when they fhould receive any thing, and to what amount ?
I told them I would not: I told them I would get rid of
this Salt Concern at once, that they might be fecure of the
money amongft them. I therefore difpofed of my whole
Concern in Salt, even my fhare for the fecond year, which
was jult commenced, for the fum mentioned in the Bond.
But when the mode of a Commiffion of one and one eighth
per Cent. on the Revenues, was fettled for the Governor, in
licu of -every other emolument; I then relinquithed my fhare
in Salt for that year (the fecond year) in which I was to

reczive

bougi

|

Q&»ﬂ%

el Ssde, Mo,

2

e

" receive the Commiffion, and paid back about twenty thou-

5 \'\r\lﬂ\\? SI-_ % *r-s :: _ . " :

[ 37_]'

fand pounds of the thirty-two thoufand. r ;
It now remains, Sir, for me to fhew, that my own intereft ' i 1
was not the motive of my going to India. T B .
I have here an account’ of every fix-pence I received or ]l 1

difburfed, from the day of my leaving ExcrLanp to the day °
of my return. It is taken from my books, which were kept
all the time I was in Ivpra by Mr. Verzist, who will
readily atteft their accuracy. I omit the firft part of this -
account, becaufe it was tranfmitted to the Court of Direc-
tors, and ftands upon record in the Inpra House. The other
part I will read. The Houfe will obferve, that in this account
there are the names of others whom I rewarded, befides the
Gentlemen I have mentioned. One was an old fervant who
went out with me; and the others were young Gentlemen

in my Secretary’s Office.

————————
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Amount received fubfequent to the makin
up of the Account before mentioned, tranf-
mitted to the Court of Directors;, viz.* =
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Governor's Duties

—

Amvant feceivad for Profits on Salt; viza.
Sold to the following Gentleteén,

2l e
7714 5 B

e, Virellt :
Mr. Sykes.
Mr. Campbell
M7 Rufel
M, KelRll
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Dedu& the Amount refunded,
in_the Proportions above
fpecified; ‘upon relingaifh--
ing all.Concern in the Salt
Trade for-the fecond Year

Intereft paid thereon
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the Account. before mentioned, tranf{mitted
to the Court of Diretors, viz. - plala 1 ) :
Account Salaries e — 20819 | 7 ]
Charges Geperal . ——. = 13905 9| 2 i
?Me%ipn:& — b e TljeB7{ 6| % o if- l
Wearing 4 7 RV (L5673 ] - 03119 | § 3
it VERRNE RTINS LAY ﬁ o ir05] 141 6
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* eight hundred ‘and fixteen pounds.” Now Sir, I have no

~ or the East Inpia Company fhould ever think a retrofpec-

7, -_.-'».i..a_? 1-*.!-:_ -h_r J'n\._,’ 1 i

- -

O pria ]

Tae balance aga;in& me, upon the whole, is five thoufand

objection to having this account lodged ‘among the Records of
this Houfe, that it may ftand in judgment for or againft
me, if future Ci:u:urmﬂion‘s_z cither on the part of the Crowx

tion into my conduét neceffary. B

Tuere is only one circumftance more with which I fhall
trouble the Houfe ; and I do affure them, I fhould be afhamed.
to touch upon it, as-it may carry with it an appearance of
* vanity, were not my honor and reputation fo much at ftake,
It was in my power to.have taken from my enemies every
thadow of pretence for arraigning my conduét, on account
of thefe profits, as they have been called, of my government.
I ‘could have rewarded thofe Gentlemen much more liberally,
without the poffibility of an accufation. But I fhould not
have acted:fo ‘much to my own fansfaﬁlon, nor I believe fo
much to that ‘of the Houfe; if I had negleéted the oppor-

< tunity- that offered, of doing fomething eflentially beneficial
to the East Inpra Company’s fervice. .

- Tue okd Nabob® Meer Jarrier, if ever Muffulman
had a friendfhip for a Chriftian, had a friendfhip for me.
<“When the ‘news of my appointment to the Government reach-
ed Bencal; he immediately quitted Muxapavap, came down i
‘to .CaLcuTTA ; impatiently waited my arrival for fix weeks; \
fell ill; returned to his capital and died.  Two or three days |

bcfore his death, in the prefence of his wife, "‘and in the | .
v ;- prefence v
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prefence of his minifter, he faid to his fon and fucceffor,
whatever .you may think proper -to gwc to Lord Crive on |
your own account the means are in your power.¢ But, |
as a teftimony of my affe@tion for him, I defirc you will |
pay to him as a legacy from me five lacks of Rupees. I'

- muft obferve that the Nabob’s death happened whilt I was f

on my voyage, and fome months before my arrival in Ben-
¢aL. The principal and intereft amounted to near -feventy |
thoufand pounds. A very refpeitable Gentleman and great:|
Lawyer, who is now the Speaker of this honourable Houfe,
gave his opinion in favor of my right to this legacy, in the
ftrongeft terms: another great Lawyer, a Member of this
Houfe, has often declared to me in private, his opinion of
my right; and the Court of Directors have themfelves con-
firmed that right. Authentic atteftations of this legacy are
aupon record in the Inpra House. The whole of the money
added to about forty thoufand pounds more, which I pre-|
vailed on the Nabob to beftow, is eftablithed for a Military |
Fund, in fupport of Officers and Soldiers who may be in- |
valided in any part of Inpra, and alfo in fupport of their '
Widows. Nothing was wanting but fuch an Eftablifhment
as this, to make the East Inp1a Company’s Military Service
the beft Service in the world. Before that period, an indi-
.gent, invalided Officer and Soldier might live in INpta: buc)
if he returned to his native Country, he returned to bcg-[
gary. By this _fund the Officers are intitled to Half-pay.l
The Soldiers are upon the fame footing as thofe in Caer-
sea Hoseitar; and the Widows of both Officers and Sol-
idiers have Penfions, S < ;
F Havixe
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Havive encroached fo. long upon the patience of the
Houfe, I doubt whether I may now expe&t their farther in--
dulgenr.e, or whether I muft defer what I have to. fay upon
the important. bufinefs ’till a future occafion..

(_Hoirsr., Gn'-an, g0 on. )

Bu-r before 1 proceed I mutt beg leavc to deviate a hrtle
into a digreffion, on behalf of the Company’s fervants in ge--
neral. Ir is dlé'tal:ed by humamty, by _lu{hce, and by truth.

Innoan was always an- abfolute defpotic Government..
The inhabitants, efpecially of  Bencar, in inferior ftations,
are fervile, mean, fubmiffive and humble. In fuperior ftations,.
they are luxurious, - effeminate; tyrannical, treacherous, venal,
cruel. . The Country of Bewcar is called, by way of dif
tnction, the Paradife of the Earth. Ir not only abounds
with the neceffaries of life to fuck a degree, as to furnifh a.
great part of INpra with its fuperfiuity, ‘but it abounds in

very curious and valuable manufadtures, fufficient not only |

for its own ufe, but for the ufe of the whole Globe, The
Silver of the Weft and the Gold of the Eaft have for many,
years: becn pouring into- that- Country, and Goods only have

been fent out in return. This Hhas added to thc fuxury a.nd |

cxtra.vagancc of BencAt,

. From time u'nmemonal it has been the cuftom of thar
Country, for an inferior never to come into the prefence of
a fuperior without a Prefent. It begins at the Nabob, and-.

ends

B 1

ends at the loweft man that has an  inferior. The NagcnbE

has told me, that the {mall Prefents he received amountcd
1o three hundred thoufand pounds a year; and-I can believe
him: becaufe I know that I might have received as much

during my laft Government. - The Company’s fervants - have |

ever been accuftomed to receive Prefents. Even before we
took part in the Country troubles, when our poffeflions were
very confined and limited, the Governor and others ufed to
receive Prefents; and I will take vpon me to affert, that
there has not been an Officer commanding his Majefty’s Fleet,
nor. an Officer commanding his Majefty’s Army; not a Go-
wvernor, not a Member of Council, not any other Perfon,
civil or military, in fuch a ftation as to have conneétion with

the Country Government, who has not received Prefents.

With regard to Bexcat, there they flow in-abundance indeed.

. Let the Houfe figure. to itfelf a Country confifting of fifteen
millions -of inhabitants, a.Revenue of four millions Sterling,
and a Trade in proportion. By progreflive fteps the Com-|-

pany _have become Sovereigns of that Empire. Can it be
fuppofed that- their fervants ‘will refrain from advantages fo

obvioufly refulting from their fituation? =~ The Company’s|
fervants, however, have not been the authors of thofe afls)

 of .violence and oppreflion,” of which it is the fafhion to
?

accufe them.. Such crimes are committed by the natives of ) |
| the Country, ating as their Agents, and for the moft part
| without their knowledge. - Thofe Agents and the Banyans never

\defift, tll, according to the minifterial phrafe, they have ’
dragged their Mafters into the kennel; and then the atts of |

violence begin. The paffion for Gain is as ftrong as the pa- |

| fion of Love. I will fuppofe, that two intimate friends have |
F2 “lived

R i F'!g e A bR bk b e R,
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expectations. to fukh a degree, in the courfe
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| fivéd long togethers that one’ of them has married a be‘auﬁﬁ:ﬁ

woman that the friend fiill continues to live 1n the Houfes,
and that this beautiful woman, forgetting her duty to her
hufband, attempts to feduce the friend ; who, though in the
vigor of his youth, may, from a high' principle of honor,
at firft, réfift the temptation, and even rebuke the lady. "But
if. he' fill continues to ‘live under the fame roof, and fhe
fill continues to throw out ‘her alluremeénts, he muft be
feduced at laft; or fly,. Now the Banyan is the fair lady
to the Company’s fervant. He lays his bags: of filver- before
him to-day; Gold to-morrow; Jewels the next day; and
if thefe fail, he then tempts him in the way ‘of his pm'fcf:-
fion, - which. is Trade.- He affures him that Goods may be
had cheap, and fold to gréat advantage up the Country. TIa|

this manner is the attack carried on; and the Company’s fer- |

vant has no refource, for he cannot fly. In fhort, fleth and
' blood cannot bear it. Let us for a moment confider the na:
ture of the education of a young man who goes to Inpra.
The advantages "arifing from: the Company’s fervice are now
\very generdlly known;-and the great object of ‘every man|
'is to get his fon appointed a writer to Bsncars which is

’!pﬂ;ally at the age of fixteen. His parents and relations re-

"]grefent to him how certain he is of making a fortune; that

my Lord fuch a one, and my Lord fuch ‘a. one, acquired fo
'much money- in fuch a time; "and Mr. fuch a one, and Vs,

fuch 2 one, fo much in fuch a time,” Thus are dheir prin=

ciples corrupted at their very fetting out, and as' they ge-
nerally go a good many together, they inflathe one another’s
of the voyage;, |
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that they fix upon a period for -their return before their

.o Ler us now take a view of one of thefe writers arrived
in Bencar, and not worth a groat. _As foon as he Jands, 2
Banyan, worth perhaps one hundred thoufand pounds, defires
he may have the honor of ferving this young Gentleman, at
four fhillings and fix-pence per month. The Company has
provided chambers for him, but they are not good enough;
the Banyan finds better. The young man takes a walk about
the town, he obferves that other writers, arrived only a year
before him, live in fplendid apartments. or have houfes of
their own, ride upon fine. prancing Arabian Horfes, and in
Palanqueens and Chaifes; that they keep .Seraglios, make
Enterrainments; and treat with Champaigne. and Claret.. When
Be returns, he tells the Banyan what he has obferved. = The
Banyan affures him he may foon arrive at the fame good
forrune ;. he furnithes  him ‘with money; he is then at his
mercy.. The .advantages. of the Banyan, advance with the
rank of _his mafter, who.in acquiring one fortupe generally
fpends three. But. this is not the worlt of it: he is in a
ftate of dependence under the Banyan, who commits fuch
a@ts of violence and oppreflion, as his interelt prompts him
to, -under the pretended fanction and authority of the Com-
pany’s fervant. Hence, Sir, arifes the clamor againft the Ew-/
oristt Gendemen in Inpra. But look at them in a retired
ftuation, when returned to Excranp, when they are no|
Jonger Nabobs and Sovercigns of the Eaft: fee if there be
any thing tyrannical in their difpofition towards their infe~

fiors = fee if they are not good and humane mafters: are [
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they not charitable? Are they not'benevolent? Are they

not generous? Are they not hofpitable ? If they are thus .

far not contemptible members of Society, and if in all their
dealings between man and man, their conduct is ftrictly ho-

norable: if, in fhort, there has. not get been one charaéer |

found amongft them fufficiently flagitious for Mr. Foore to |

exhibit on the Theatre in the Haymarket, may we not con-

clude, that if they have erred, it has been becaufe they |

were. men, placed in fituations, fubje@ to little or no con-

troul ?

ot

=¥

Bur if the fervants of the Company are to be loaded with
the demerit of every misfortune in INp1a, let them alfo have
the merit they are intitled to. The Court of Directors furely
will not claim to themfelves, the merit of thofe advantages
which the Nation and the Company are at prefent in pof-

——

feflion of. The Officers. of the Navy and Army have had
great fhare in the execution ; . but the Company’s fervants were,

the Cabinet Council, who planned every.thing; and to them

alfo may be afcribed, fome part of the merit of our great.

'. acquifitions. . .
. I will now pafs to other matter: matter as important as
ever came before this Houfe, Inpra yields at prefent a clear
produce to the public and to individuals, of between two
and three millions, Sterling, per Amnum. If this object fhould
be loft, what can Adminiftration fubftitute in the room of
ir? I temble when I think of the rifque we lately run,
from the ambitious defigns of the FrRencn. They may have

\

\
1
|

fufpended for a time, their views upon INp1a, but I am fure |
' they

I PP I B

for 1

-:ﬁey-fiavc not'given them up, It is ftrongly fe'ported they/

Bave at this moment; "ten thoufand men at the Iflands, and
a great number of Tranfports: thtfe men are not to returfi
to-France, and yet the lflands cannot maintain them: but
at Mapacascar they may pofles themfelves of a Country
capable of fupporting any number. ~ This they certainly will
do, -and their forces inftead of decreafing will increafe by
additional - battalions, poured out from France, until they
are ready to carry into ‘execution their favourite defign. The
noble Lord at the Head of the Treafury, will do me the
juftice to fay that I laid before him a paper, drawn up
fifteen months ago, in which I ftated almoft every, thing that
Ras fince happened, relating to the views of Fraxce upon
the East Ivpies. It was indeed impoffible for. me to be
deceived, knowing the preparations that had been made..-

Ir ever France fhould lay hold of our poffeffions, fhe
will foon add to them all the reft of the East Inpies. The.
other Europzan Nations there, will immediately fall before
her ;. not- even the Dutcu can ftand: the Empire of "the
Sea will follow : thus.will her acquifitions in the Eaft, if
any can,. give- her univerfal Monarchy.. I repeat, and I would
have what. I fay. remembered, that the Frewcm' have not.
given up their defigns upon Inpra, ' '

: Bur danger abroad_being for.the prefent fufpended,. let-
us think of the danger at home. :

“Ir is certain that our affairs in Bencar are in a very
—deplorable condition,” and~that the Nation cannot receive theic
four
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Afour hundred thoufand pounds, and the Proprictors . their two
hundred thoufand pounds increafe of dmdcnd “much longcr,
G T ncceﬁ'ary, fince thefe affairs are brought before Pa.p._
liament, that we fhould endeavour to underftand them. There
are a few material points, which I will ftate as clearly ‘as

I can. The Revenues; the Inland Trade; the Charges, Civil

.and_Military ; and the Public Trade, by which I mean thc
Trade of the Company. . R e s eud, s

Urox the receipt of the Revenues depend the fo-ur_hun-_-_
dred thoufand pounds a year to Government, and the two
hundred thoufand pounds a year additional dividend to the
Proprietors :
pcnds- the coming home of the Revenues. There are no
mines of Gold or Silver in Bencar, therefore the Revenues
can be brought hither only through the mechum of the Com- |
pany s dec. : iR b f

Uvox thc le and Mlhtary Expr.nces dcpcnds, whether we
ghall have any furplus Revenue at all; for if they are {wel-
led up too high you can receive no Revenues. Upon the
Inland Trade depends in fome degree, the receipt of the Re-
venues. Upon the Inland Trade depend almoft totally the
happinefs and profperity of the People. Indeed the true caufe {
of the diftrefs in Bexcar, as far as it relates to the Inland |
Trade, is this. The Company’s fervants and their- agents,’
have taken into their own hands the whole of that Trade, |
which they have carried on in a capacity before unknown-,l'

for
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. for they have traded not only as Merchants, but as Sove-

reigns, and by grafping at the whole of the Inland Trade,

‘have taken the bread out of the mouths of thoufands and
!">thoufands of Merchants, who ufed formerly to carry on tha.l'.
_ Tradc, and ‘who dre ‘now reduccd to bcggary. :

8
|

i

Yo

Wira regard to the Pubhc Tradc, it is rnateml fo obﬁ:rve
what that has been, and what it now is. Here.is an account

i of the prime cofts of the Company’s Inveftments from- Bex-

" Gaz, for feven years preceding the acquifition of the Duan-
nEE, and for feven years i'ubﬂ:quent, together with thc numbcr
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Tais Account muft be exalt, becaufe I had the whole of
it from the Twpra Housz, except the particulars of the laft
year, which the Court of Directors ‘are not yet in poffeflion

of. But I cannot doubt their authenticity, " as I

received
them from a Gentleman in Council at BeENGAL. '

.. Ta= Houfe will obferve,
not decreafed confiderably till the year 1770, which was the
year of the Famine; but that the Civil and Military Expences
have been gradually increafing ever fince I left Bencar,
which was in the beginning of the year 1767. And here
lies. the danger. The evil is not fo much in the Revenues
falling fhort, as in the Expences increafing. The beft means
of raifing the Revenues is to reduce the Civil and Military
Charges. Why fhould we firive at an aual increafe of

the Revenues? - They avail nothing unlefs we can inveft |

them; and to raife them beyond a certain point is to diftrefs
the country, and to reduce to indigence,
time immemorial have derived their fubfiftence from them.

 Wirs ‘rcéga:d. to the increafe of the expences, I take the |

cafe to ftand thus. Before the Company became poffeffed of
the DuannEE, their Agents had other ways of making for-
) tunes.
end. It was expedient for them to find fome other channel 2
the channel of the Civil and Military Charges.
| now who is permitted to make a bill, makes a fortune.

Ir

that the Grofs Colledions have

numbers who from |

Prefents were open to them. ‘They are mow at an |

Every man |
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his ruin.

[ 54 ]
. In is not the ﬁmple pay of Officers and Men t:pon t.hc
Mllmry “and. Civil Extsblifhment which occafions” our enor-
mous Expence, - but -the contingent - Bills of Conn-a&ors,
Commiffaries, Engineers, &c. out of which, 1 am ‘fure, great
favings might- be made. -
alarmed the Directors, and perfuaded them to come . to
Parliament for_affiftance. And, if I miftake not, they will
foon go to Adminiftration, and tell' them they cannot pay
the four hundred thoufand pounds; and that thcy muf‘.‘
lower the Dmdcnd to the Propnel:ors

- 1 ' e . - ] 7=t
3 K 3 = .

1 attnbutc thc prci'ent fituation of our Affairs to four
€aufes : a Relaxation of Government in my Succeflors ; great
Negle®t on the part of Adminiftration; notorious Milcon-
du&t on the part of the Direfors; and ' the violént and
outrageous Proceedings of General Courts, in wh.lch I m_
elude contefted Ele&ions.

1 FTY R ¢ 't sty i)

Mr Vzu:.s*r, who fuccccded me .in thc Gomnmen:, I
do believe to be a man of as much real worth and honor
as ‘ever ¢xifted: and fo far from being wanting in humanity,
as Mr. Borrs afferts; I know that he had too much huma-
nity.  Humanity, if 1 may be allowed the expreffion, has been
If he had lefs, it would have been better for the'
Nation, better for the Company, better for the Natives, and
bezter for himflf, No Man came to the Government with
a fairer Charafter, and notwithftanding what I have faid, T’
am confcious no man ever left it with a fairer. He acted upon

principles of difintereftednefs from beginning to end: and let
the

Thefe intolerable expences have

([ oss 1] '

the Directors if they can, tell me where I could have laid
my finger upon a ficter Man, But the truth is, he governed
with too lenient a hand. The too great -tendernefs ‘of his
difpofition I faw and dreaded. Ncrl:l'ung Was wanting on miy
part to prompt him to purfue vigorous meafures. - Nor did
I confine myfelf to verbal advice only. I gave it-im writing
before 1 refigned the Government. The Houfe will permit
mc to read to them my fentiments upon that occafion. They
are’ contained in my Farewell Letter to the Selet Committee,
wherein 1 forewarned them of almoft every misfortune that
has fince happened. The whole is too long to trouble the
Houfe with. I fhall therefore read only that part of 1: whlch
relates to the prefent fub_]e&. ; :

',:.','...'r;n'

Ex:raé? fram my Farewell Lerfer to the Sefeﬂ Cammm:e, 3
_;_; i 4z dated 16.:# _'}'umﬂ, r767 s

e Thc rcformatlon propofed by the Committee of Infp:c-
“,non will I hope be duly attended to. It has been too
“ much the cuftom in this Government to make orders and
¢ regulations, and thence to fuppofe the bufinefs done. To
 what end and purpofe are they made, if they be not pro-
¢ mulgated and enforced? No regulation can be carried
“ into exccution, fio order obeyed, if you do not make ri-
« gorous examples of the difobedient. Upon this point I

“reft the welfare of the Company in Bencar. .The fer-
" % vants are now brought to a proper fenfe of their duty;

¢« if you flacken the reins of Government, affairs will foon
“ revert to their formcr channel ; anarchy and corrgprion will
 again
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- ¢ employed in correcting abufes.
i % been profecuted with zeal, diligence and difintereftednefs ;

[ <56 1]
¥ again prevail; and, 'clate\ with a new vi&ory; be too head-
s ftrong .for .any future efforts of Government. Recall to

"% your . memories -the many attempts that have been made

“ in:the €ivil and Military Departments, to overcome our au-
t thority, .and to fet up a kind of independency againt the
¢:Court .of Direftors. Refleét alfo on the refolute meafures
%-we_have .purfued, and their wholefome effecs. | Difobe-
‘¢ dience to legal power is the firft ftep of fedition; and pal-

- # liative remedies effet no cure. | Every tender compliance,

]

-“ ‘every condefcenfion on your parts, will only encourage more

* flagrant attacks; which will daily increafe in-ftrength, and
& be at laft in vain refifted. - Much of our time has been
The important work has

“ and we have had the happinefs to fee our labors.crowned
“ with fuccefs. I leave the Country in peace: I leave the

¢ Civil and Military Departments® under difcipline and fub-

. ordination : it is incumbent upon you to keep them fo.

“¢.You have power, you have abilities, you have integrity;
% let it not be faid that you are deficient in refolution. 1

s« obedience to your orders. | Difmifs or- fufpend from the

. & repeat - that you muft not fail to exadt the moft implici: :

¢ fervice, any man who fhall dare to difpute your authority,
ey If you deviate from the principles upon which we have
. * hitherto .acted, and upon which you are confcious yc;ﬁ
- ought to proceed ; or if you do not make a proper ufe of

¢ that power, with which you are invefted; I fhall hold
¢ myfelf acquitted, as I do now proteft_againft the confe-
“ quences.” - farey

It

T T LT BT L . S T T T

£ 7 1

ke Es“certain, that if my fucceffor had followed my ex-
ample and advice, the evil day would have been kept off
fome time longer. But had he kept the tightelt rein, he

b, ek A

‘could not have done much fervice to the Company: . for

neither he nor any man could have long guarded againft
the mifchiefs occafioned by the Direftors themfelves, when
they took away the powers of the Select Committee.

..‘l_;__THS Company had aéquircd an empire more extenfive _th;n-_-

any Kingdom in Evroee, France and Russia excepted.
They had acquired a Revenue of four millions Sterling, and
a Trade in proportion. It was natural to fuppofe that fuch
an obje&t would have merited the moft ferious attention of

" Adminiftration ; that in concert with the Court of Direétors

{
they would have confidered the nature of the Company’s‘
Charter, and have adopted a Plan adequate to fuch poffef-

fions. Did they take it into confideration? No, they did |

not. They treated it rather as a South Sea Bubble, than as
any ‘thing folid and fubftantial : they thought of nothing bue
the prefent time, regardlefs of the future: they faid, let us |
get what we can to day, let to morrow take care for itfelf:
they thought of nothing but the immediate divifion of the
loaves and fithes: nay, fo anxious were they to lay their
hands upon fome immediate advantage, that they actually went |
fo far as to influence a parcel of temporary Proprictors to |
bully the Directors into their terms, It was their duty, Sir, |
to have called upon the Dire&tors for a Plan; and if a Plan, |

H - in
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in confequence, had not been laid before them, it would ‘
then have become .their duty, with the aid and affiftance of |

| Parliament, to have formed one themfelves. . If. Adminiftration | E\ \L‘VW

had done their duty, we fhould not now havc heard a Speech |
from . the Throne, .intimating the neceflity of . par]mmcntasy'

mtcrpoﬁuon, to fave our poﬂ'cﬂions m Innm from unpcnd-
ing Tuife .o Sl i w2 Baieitinso o

\en

ST Ty & 4= Ty rs i fiF
ANinric ) hlad e o JfEE \.ur Sl L w3 -

THE next point is, the mlfcondu& on the part of the
Court of Diretors, =733 & Lutlyros bad (magaod 1w
Sarpxy: amswibsaismansil ,:: sand m .'.;-:.'.;""Zi-:"':
¢ -Arter the Court of DireCtors had, in the ‘higheft! terms,
approved of the condué of that. Committee, icwho reftored
tranquility to BencaL; who had reftored a Gom:rnmcnt of
anarchy and confufion, to good order ; :who had made a Peace
with Suja Dowea, .by which, they obtained upwards of- fix
huudred, thoufand pounds for the Company ; who had quel-
led both a Civil and a Military Munny, who had re-efta-
blithed, lecnplmc and Subordination .in the Army ;. .who had T
obtained ,the, Duaxyez of BeNcal, :Bimar)ilahd (Orissa;
which produced’. to. the Company a nett income-of one million
three: hundred thoufand pounds$ who (had. :paid =off the
greateflt part of a Bond Debt: in-Bencat, ~amounfing to near
gine bundred thoufand pounds;; «who had: leftiithe: Treafury

-in.fuch a flowing ftate, . that they - -dresw few -or ‘no: bills :ipon

she , Company at: homc s+ who!Jaid - the - faundation: of: Inveff:
ments fo large as were never -before known o heérd lof}
and . who had by Lheﬂ: ‘mieans ‘enabled’ the Comptiny to. it

prc, s H Government -

* :7'-**: ’ Y Y| TOECNE I S ey b

~

[ s |

“Governmeit with four hundred thoufand pounds a year, and
-to make an increafe of Dividend to the Stock-holders of two
-hundred thoufind pounds; one would imagine that the Court
-of Directors would have fupported a {yftem of Government
_which had been fo very fuccefsful. But they ated upon

,very different principles ; they dropped the profecutions againft
_thofe Gentlemen in Bencar, whofe condutt the Committee
‘had cenfured, and fully reprefented. Thus they gave a ftab
to their own vitals. From that inftant they deftroyed their
own’ power abroad, and erafed from the minds of their fer-

.vants in INDra, every wholefome regulation which the Com-

-mittee_had eftablithed. The fervants ‘abroad were in anxious
fufpence to learn whether they were punifhable or not, for
-mifcondut. The lenity or weaknefs of the Court of Direc-
-tors removed ‘their' doubts. From that inftant all Covenants
were forgotten, or only looked upon as fo many fheets of
blank paper; and from that inftant began that relaxation of
"Goyernment . fo much now complamcd of, and fo much ftill
10 be dreaded - vl s st ands danc 2

12 s THE 8
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THIIR nexl: ﬂ:ep was to de&ra}' thc Powcrs “of thar Com-
mittee whofe conduct they had with reafon fo highly ap-
proved of. They divided the Powers; they gave half to the
Council, and left the other half wn:h the Committee. . The
confcquencc was, the Council and Committe became diftradted

" by altcrcanons and difputes for Power, and have ever fince

been at variance, to the great detriment of the fervice. The
Court of Diretors, as if this was not enough, reftored ©




lf ‘E 60 ; ']- _ fr
| the fervice almoft every Civil and Military Tranfgreflor who
had been difmiffed : nay: they rewarded fome of: them, by
allowing them 2 continuation of their rank all the time they 1e
Ul were in Exoranp. And now, as a condemnation of 'their
& ‘own condud, and a tacit confeffion of their own weaknefs,
' they come to Parliament with a Bill of Regulations, in which
‘is inferted a Claufe to put fuch Pra&ices, as much as poffible,
“out of their Power for the future. E st dind
Wit regard to General Courts; I believe T need not
-dwell long on the Confequences of them. Their violent Pro-
i - ceedings have been fubverfive of the Authority of the Court
, - of Dire@ors. The Agents abroad have known' this: they
|

_have therefore never fcrupled to fet the orders of the Court
" of Direftors at defiance, when. it was their intereft to dif-
"obey them; and they have efcaped punithment, by means
&l of the over-awing intereft of individuals at General Courts.
1 Thus have General Courts co-operated with the Court of
Dire@ors in the mifchiefs that have arifen in Bevcary whillk
| annual contefted Elettions have, in a manner, deprived the :
' Directors of the power of eftablifhing any authority over their l
Grvants. The firft half of the year is employed in freeing 1
R themfelves from the obligations contratted by their laft Elec-
£ tion; and the fecond half is wafted in incurring new obli-
gations, and fecuring their Eleftion for the next year, by
daily facrifices of ‘fome interelt of the Company.. The Di-
! reftion, notwithftanding all thefe manceuvres, has. been fo
fucuating and. unfettled, shat new and contraditory “orders
' - have

ey

H— — e ———- i s e A MMW*—'“‘HW S e e e - 5 AR SR e

f:62 ]

have been frequently fent out; and the fervants (who to fay .
the truth have generally underftood the intereft of the Com- .

pany much better than the Directors) have in many inftances
followed their own opinion, in oppofition to theirs.

It is not my intention, at prefent, to trouble the Houfe
with the Remedies for thefe evils. I rather ch\‘ to defer

them till the Bill comes into the Houfe. I hgve now opened .

my Budget: it is not a minifterial Budget: it is an East

- Inpia Budget; which contains many precious Stones, Dia-

monds, Rubies, &c. of the firfft Water and Magnitude : and
there wants only a fkilful Jeweller, and able Artift, to polifh
them and afcertain their real Value, '

P
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