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“@ are to anpearance more powerful
in Tndia now than ever were. Neverthele LE]
our downfall may be short*® work. "hen it
commences 1t will probably be rapid: an! the
world will wonder more at the suddenness
with which our immense Indian Empire may
vanish, than it has done at the surprising
conmmauent that we have achieved.

The cause of this precuriousness
isy, that our power does not rest on actual
strength, but on impression. Owr whole
real strength consists in the Buropean
Regimente, sneaking comparatively, that are
ascattered singly over the vast space of
subjugated India.** That is the only portion
of our soldiery whose hearts are with us,
anl whose constancy can be relied on in
the hour of trial. All our native estab-
lishments, military or oivil, are the
followers of fortune. They serve us for
their livelihood an! generally serve us
well. Prom a sense of what is due to

the hand that feeds them, which is one of

e egor 081 ! a
¥Mimite dated 11.10,1829 by 0.J. Metoal fe
(Also seems to be printed perhaps with some
modificationa, in "etealfe “apers: pp.162
onwards: British Miseum 8023 N 53) The
present text which is from the Ellenmborough
Papers has some marginal notes which are
probably in Ellenborough's own writing.
Thege are given here as foot notes.

* This 18 very true.

*# Regretfully true. The disproportion
between the Buropean and Native is
quite unintelligible in peint of poliay.
e have a much greater force of the latter
than we want, Yor (?) our defence even
if no inerease of the former ghould take
place. But suvposing the native army
t0 be reduced to the lowest requigite
::.umt even then a portion of it might
Thirty insteai of 20000 Europeans would
I think completely establish the security
which under pM.tbl‘oo---lotcooooo
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the virtues that they mist extol, they may
often Aiaplay fidelity under trying eirecum—
atances, but in their inward feelings they
partake more or less* of the wniversal
disaffeection, which prevails against us, not
from bad govermment, but from natural

and irrestible antipathy; and were the

wind to change %o use a native expression,
and set in steadily against us, we could
not exneot that their sense of henour,

al though there might be aplendid instances
of devotion, wouli keep the men on our
gide, in opposition to the common feeling,
which, with one view, might for a time
unih:.el all Tndia, from ome end to the
other.

impires grow old, de and perish.
Ours in India can hardly be called old, dut
seenn destined to be short lived. Tt appear
to have passed the brilliancy and vigor of
our youth, and it may bde, that we have
reached a premature old age. "e have
creased to be the wonder that we were 1o
the ¥atives, the charm which onecencompa-
ased us has been dissolved, and our
subjeats have had leigure %o emguire why
they have been subined. The consequences
of the emuiry may be seen hereafter.

Tf their sveculations are not devold
of fomdation, they are useful in direeting
our min's %o the contemplation of the real
nature of our power, ani in preventing a
delunsive belief of its impregnability. Our
greateat danger 12 not from a Tusaian
invasion, but from the fadinz of the impre-
seion of an invineibility from the minde
of the native inhagbitants of Iniia. The
disaffeqti on, which would willingly root
us out, exists abundantly. The conourrence
of olreumstances aufficient to eall it
into general asetion may at any time happen.

# I fear there is truth in this
rema rik,
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The most obvious mole of streng-
thening our power in India would be by a
large* inecrease of our Buropean force, but
as we could not find funds for the conse—

quent expense, that measure is impracticable.=**

whither we maintain or lose Iniia,
does not depend on itas being governed in
the name of the King or in that of the
OCompany. Our fate most probably will be
the same either way. PBut as long as ve
retain possession, we are bound to do all
the good in our power to our subjects.
Although the hope of gaining their attachment
be utterly vain, we may often mitigate
ani neutralise their disaffection; and
by the longer contimiance of our rule, that
feolinz may be less predominant as seams
already to be the case in our oldest
possessions, where the inhabitants have
been habitusted to our government for more
than one generation, XEven however unier a
gertainty of permanent disaffection, our duty
towards the governed ie the same. We are
bouni to give them the best government in
our power,*** Will India then be best
governed by contimuing the chammel of the
Oompany, or directly by the Ministers of
the Crown.

Centre for Policy Studies

* Gertainly

« T am not of this opinion. The
ﬂff‘r.m.-ooooo.oo-h not mach
more than 2 to 1. How much
greater the comparative efficiency.

sa» Excellent dostrine
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As concarning the nmative population
of Iniia, it seems %0 be a matter of
indifference, for whatever improvements
can be introiuced into one local adminis-
tration, may be equally effected* in the
one case or the other. Even now, India dn 25
all great euestions is governed by thckw%w‘
-Brétimh e%0. Any Obvious improvement
soull be introiuced, if it A1d not violate
the fompany's charter. Ani it would only
be necessary, in the new gharter, to take
gare that no stipilations were aimitted,
which might preclwle the power of improve-
ment . -

Althouzh 1t seens to be a matter
of iniffereanne to the Native population,
whether Inlia be governed through the
Company, or direstly by the Ministers
of the frown, it is not so to another claass
of subjects.

The Turopeans, British, settled in
Iniia, and not in the Company's service, and
t0 these misght be added generally the
furopsan Tniians of mixed breed, will naver
be satisfied with the “ompany's govemment.
welledll founded, thev will always attach
to 1t the notion of monoply and exelusion,
The v will consider themselves comparatively
discountensnced and unfavoured, and will
always look with desire to the substitution
of King'e govermmnt. For the contentment
of this class, which for the benmefit of
India, and the seeurity of our Indian
Empire, ought greatly to increase in
numbers anl importance, the introduction
of a Xing'e GCovernment 1is unioubtedly
desirable.**

» (page 164 of the printed text)

*» I think the opinion is well
found ed.

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

On* the whole the Xing's government
seems preferable; but whether the CGovemn-
ment be Eing's or Company's, the prosnect
of improvement is not flattering.

The revemies of Iniia are not equal
to the support of its expenses, ani Judging
from past experience are not likely to
become go, We may and we must reduce our
ordinary expenditure within our income,
but we have s heavy debdbt to discharge, and
we have no security against future wars,
which must increase our finaneigl difficulties.
There is 1little hope of a permanent reduc-
tion of establighments, There is a
eontinmual tendenoy to inorease. HSome
branches of revenue are likely to fall
off. There is no satisfactory assurance
of great inerease in any others. The
sea ocuantoms, now exeeedingly low, are
susceptible of improvement, but it ecan only
be by levying higher duties on the trade
with “urepe, t9 which the merchantes of
Zngzland would object. There is indeed
the remote mrogpect of increase of Revemie
from the inereased influx of Turopeans;
but thie 1s, at present, apecoulatives**
and whether an increase of reveme, or in
congequence of more expensive establigh-
ments, an inerease of expense will be the
result of the extension of the Buropean
population is uncertain,

It is therefore to be apprehenied,
that the govermment will not possess the
power of reducing taxation, as it will hardly
have the mans, with 1its present revenue,
of supporting its expenses. The fomer
may be the less regretted, as the effect
of redueing taxation, in shape in which
it wouli have to be accomplished, is far
from certain, The only branch of our
taxation, that can be called excessive, is

* (4-5 para omitted in the printed
textfrom middle of page 164, The
followine passaze starte on page
168 in the printed text.)

=« and, it may be aided, distant,
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the lan! revenue, the chief regource

that maintains the State. A reduction

in this, justly spportioned, =ould
contridute to the comfort of the mass of
our subjeets, the villare population, but
woull not make them wealthy. If apportioned
without great care, anl strict rega™d %o
justice, it would not even promote their
comfort, ani might probably do them injury.
That redustion, however, tever would

be its consequences, we are not in a
econdition to afford. Our governmment in
Iniin is not a national (overnment, that

‘ean rely on the affection of iis subjects

for defence against foreign invasion. It
ig the eurse of a Government over a
conquered sountry, that it cannot trust
the people. Our subjects are internal
eneniss, ready at least for e, if
not ripe for ingurrection. The east
affected are Passive votaries of fate.
we petain our dominion only by a large
military eostablishmert, anl without a
eonsiderable force of British troops, the
fidelity of our native soldiery would

not be relied on.

T+ would he 41 fficult to ealaulate
what force precisely is recuisite. It 1s
.‘o"h to gee that for security we have not too
mich. 7Tt geems that we ousht to maintain
all that we can pay*+*; and to Pay we require
all the revenue that we oan raise. A
reduction of taxation for any beneficial
gonsequence appears to be hopelass.

Ko Governmsnt perhapa ever made a
greater reduction of taxation, or, in
other words, a greater sacrifice of the
right to acknowledged and usual publie
revenue, than did the Bengal Governuent,
srospectively, in 1793, in what was
termed the permanent settlementiof. the land
revenue. But wheiwas the Zonsejuence of
this smorifice? It d4id not bemefit the
majority of the population intereated in
landj on the oomtrary, it practically
Aegtroyed their rights. It only tranes-

» (minor changes in the printed text)
»#{T am not quite of this opinionj
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Heads of a Bill for regulating the
Government of the East India any's
affairs both at Home and in Indla.

1. The Directors in future to be elected by
proprietors of stock of the value of £1,000, of
which they have been possessed 12 calendar months
before the time of the election.

2. That no persons shall be capable of being
elected a Director unless he is at the time of

such election possessed of capital stock off valuek- ---
and it shall not be lawful for any Director during

his continuance of his office to buy or sell India
stock, or to furnish the Company with or enter into
any contract for supplying ¢ with any goods,
provisions, ammunition or stores or merchandise
whatsoever.

(Would it not be better to make the

Directors congist of merchants of
respectable character and fortunes

that have left off trade.that eight

should be named by the King and

seven elected by lot of the

proprietors. Suppese, the death of LN uwiv
ot o i S g g oo R

up ernately, bu e company

£i1l #£i first vacancy.) h wh W&

8. That no candidate for the office of Director
be entitled to vote at the election of Directors.

4. That no personsg who are d owners or Husbands
of ships employed in the trade of the Company

or any wholare possessed of share or inherent ink ( )
such ghips,who are employed as tradesmen in
furnishing’ the said Company with goods or ths
merchandise or shall have entered into any contract
with the sald Cunn{ or shall hold any office,

place or employment in the appointment and service

of the sald Company, shall be capable of voting

at the election of Director of the salid Company.

Public Record Office: PR0O/30/29/3: Heads of a Bill
for regulating the Government of the East India
Company' s affairs both at home and in Indias inemy te fakim

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org '




Centre for Policy Studies

(.

5. Directors to continue in office four years;
but one fourth of their number to be changed hy
rotation every yeam

(How ought the Directors to be appointed
in April next: whether by election
restrained as aforesaidy, or by the King
empovered by the Bill to name them pro hac
v!.co‘ or appointed by name in the Bill?
At the end of 8 of 4 years, 4 to be
withdrawn 2 by the King and 2 by the
Company and 4 added in the same manner.)

6.  Salary of the Directors to be increased and
in such case thel r number to be reduced.

7. The Preceidency of Bengal to be governed by
a Governor General and four Councillors.

8. The King to be enabled by the Bill to name
the first Governor General and Council who shall
not be removeable during years without the
congent of the King.

Y They are to have the whole civil and
military Government of the Company's Presidency of
Bengal and the management of the territorial revenues
dm such time as they remain in the possession
of the Company and to have a ?crlntonding controll
over the Government of the Presidencies of Madras
and Bombay so far forth as that hostilities shall not
be commenced, war shall not be declared or carried
on; pEantconcluded or treaties made with any Indian
princes or powers without the consent and concurrence
of the sald to Governor/and Councile A GewewA_

(Whether the Governor General ought not

to be invested with a power vigiting the
other Presidencies and of taking upon him
the Government of such Presidencies
ror-int:lvoly and of cormt!.n&abulu etc.
during the time of his visitation, etc.)

10. The Governor General and Council to correspond with
the Court of Directors, and to receive their orders from
th but this correspondence, as far as it relates to the
eivil and military government, to be laid from time to time
regularly before one of His Majesty's principal Secretary
of State, and as far as it relates to the management of
the Revenue, baefore the Commissioner of the Treasury.

1l. The Governor General and Council paid by certain
establighed salaries and to be prohibited from any
concern wvhatsoever in trade.

12. A new Court of Justice to be establighed at
Calcutta upon the Plan of the Bill of last session.
13. The Court to consist of a Chief Justice and 3 Judg

to be named and appointéd from time to time by ,the King, a
to be paid by established salaries and to be rained
from any concern or dealings in trade.

14. Al]l BEuropean subjects of the King resident in the
provinces of Bengal or Bahar to be amenable to this
Court except the Governor General.
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16, The Governor General to be liable to be
indicted and tried in the Court of King's Bench
Westminster for any crime or offence committed
in India.

16. It shall not be lawful for the Governor
General, the Council or any other,the servants

of the Company to take presents t’rol any of the
princes or natives of India or others or to lend

money at/interest, or to lend money at any interestli( )
or on any term to foreign compahyior to trad

being the subjects ot foreign states, or to sh
them with goods or mérchandige for tl'u:lr inveetment s.

No European to be allowed to be concerned
in private inlandtrade, by himgelf or his agents
within the Company' s Presidencies in India, or
within the limits of the territorial acquisitions
in their possession.

16. All Buropeans subjects to His Majesty'

and all servants of the Company charged with any

of the affiesy offences beforementioned or with

the embezlement of the coigany' 5 l!oods, stores,

or effects in India or with ex ion or with acts of
cruelty or oppression committed against His Majesty's
subjects or the natives of India shall, in every

such case be deemed and adjudged to be guilty of

a high erime and migdemeanor*and as such shall and
may prosecuted for the same in the new court

at Calcutta, or in the Court/of King's Bench atL( >
Westminster and such person or persons, so offending
being convicted shall be liable to be punished by

imp risonment, Forfeiture of goods and chattels and
to be rendered incapable of serving the Crown

or the Company in any office civil or military.

17 In cases of indictments or infomations found
or exhibited in the Court of King's Bench, for ;
this |demeanors committed in India and also in Lwoa-
eivil actions brought in the said Court or any other
of His Majesty's Courts at Westminister against the
gservants of the Colkpany where the cause of action
arises in India, depositions of witnesses examined

by virtue of commigsicons issued out of the Court

or Courts at Westmingter and taken in the pregence
of the Judges sitting in the new Court at Calcutta

to be admitted ak evidence in the trials of such
indictments,infomations of civil actions respectively.
£

*Vide Act 10th, Geo.8rdy, Ch.47, S.4
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Such evidence so taken shall be as good and
competent as 1f the witnesses had been examined
or entries'in the G. Court at the G. Trials. )

18. No person having been employed in the
Company' s service in India to be capable of
being elected a Director until he has/been [ ( )
returned from there for three years.

18, Regulations to be made to prevent the
restitution of servants who have been dismissed
from the Company's service for misbehaviour.

The clause for obliging the Company to
export goods or merchandise of the growth or
anufacture of Great Britain to the amount of
,000 per annum expires on lst September 1773 L3 .

This provision to be re-enacted,additional
regulations proposed.

20. Such powers to be given to the Comp

for the better recruiting their forces as shall be
| found necessary for them and as shall be attended
| with the least inconvenience to the national

recrulting service.

(might not the Come have a resource for
recruits from offenders under certain
descriptions. Suppose persons deemed
incorrigible rogues under the Vagrant
Act, persons who make a practice in the

5 night of stealing poultry, figh, game
upon being wonvicted thereof by a Judge
of Agsire of quarter sessions to inlist
in the service of the India Com. at
the option of the Com. or others
committing trangportable offences.l

2. The Company to be enabled under certainrcJ..,
4erriteries to carry either from hence or directly |
from China tea to be sold in America. |

22 The Company to be bound according to temms
and conditions to be gettled between the Lords

of the Admiralty and the Court of Directors to
vietual and repalr such of His Majesty's ships as
shall in future be stationed in India, out of the
revenues arising within the Presidencies of Bengal
and Madras.

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org
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Heads of a Bill for regulating the
Bast India Company's affairs both at
Home and Abroad.

Memo randum

Should the Eagt India Bill pass the House
of Lords, no man doubts of this congequence, that
Minigsters have a sure tenure in thelr power as
long as they think proper. The specific evil
then 1s, that they acquire an absolute certainty
in their pregent situations. Opposition to them
will in that case do much hamm and no good, for
their disjunction from the Crown, with a permanent
influence, would be the worst of evils.

No possible event can be worse than that
which will happen if their pregent attempt succeeds,
viz. absolute and permanent powern

The only means of averting thig,which will
remain, if the majority of the House OKLONI is
found upon a division disposed to adopt the Bill,
is a dissolution of Parliament and change of
Ministers, before the Bill passes that House.

The measure which will be taken by
Ministers to prevent the possibility of effectuating
this,will be to cut the proceedings so shom
dint of numbers in a Division, that there
not be time to put it in execution; wherefore if
such a stroke is ever intended, it cannot be too
speedily detemmined upon and prepared for L The L( )
objections to such a measure can only arise either
from the popularity of the Bill itself, or the
general confidence of the public in thoge who
propose it, or the singularity of displacing those
who are supported by a majority in both Houses,

As to the first, it is clear that the measure is
aunpopular without doors. As to the second, it
is pretty clear that by reason of the coali ion,

Public Record Offices PRO/30/29/3: Heads of a Bill
for Ruulating the East India Company's affairs both
at Home and abroads (ram ville fedunn

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org




the nature of thel r taxes, and the many objections
which every ong has to Mr Pox being absolute in
this country, independent of this attack upon
chartered rights, that the mover of thisg Bill is
not so popular as he was when opposing the
American Wan

The last is that objection which is most to
be attended to. The answer may be thiss The Bill
directly attaciks the Royal Power, by raising up
another power, which will render the former
ingignificant. A negatiwe in fomm has never been
putla Bill which has passed both Houses, since i~
the time of Wm. the 3rd. This measure proposed
will amount to that negative in another mode,
viz. by pmont:ln; the Bill from passing both
Housesy, instead of giving the negative when it
has passed.

The guestion then comesg to thig. Is there
any possible case in which the King ought to hazard
the exertion of his negative powe If there is
none whatever, no more can be said.if there is
any pessible/case, this is that case, and the mode h ( )
of doing it by dissolution geems less violent than
the absoclute negative would be. The ground of
thiig preventing the Bill from being compleated
is popular, viz. the destructicn of chartered
rightss- The assumption of absolute authority -
the introduction of irrestible corruption: The
annihilation of the true authority of the sovereign
and sapping the foundation of every gentleman's
interest and power in the Kingdom« The strong
steps therefore of putti:{ the King' s negative in
substance, tho' not exactly in point of form, geems
to be justified by the occasion, and as favourably
circumstanced as such a step can be, by the
fortunate concurrence of a popular question, viz.
the invasion of charters to a wanton degree, and
the imprisonment of the King so long as Fox shall
live, which will awaken the attention of the more
sober part of mankind.

The digsolution of Parliament appears

to be a bolder measure, than upon closer examination
it may be thought. For first, it may be very
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(§ 4

Public Record Office: PRO/SP/44/142:
igp.“b)l Secretary LoSter Book 1768.75
o index),

RR 373 St, James
April 30, 1773

To

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman
of the Tast India Company.

Gentlemen

I have the Zarl of Rochfords
directions to transmit to you the enclosed
copy of a letter from the Nabab of Arcot
to Sir Robert Harland, and to acquaint
you that his Lordship will be glad to
receive your sentiments thereon and be
enabled thereby to zive an answer to
Sir Robert Harland on the several points
contained in it,

I am ete,
N Stamier Porteir (?)

" PRO/T/1/506: Petition from Zast India Company

regarding Judicial Courts at Fort William:
Dated 15,3,1774 (3 pages): Nxtract,

esessseYour Majesty will be zraciously
pleased to grant unto them.....e..all such
fines, amerciments, forfeltures gem.ltin,
sums and sums of money, as shall hereafter
be charged, set or imposed upon any person
or persons whatsoever, by the sald Supreme
Court of Judicatureyesecscceccas they are
by the said act required to pay very large
yearly salaries to the Chief Justice and
three other judges of the Supreme Court,
as well as tho salaries of the several
ministrial officers of the same, and moreover
must sustain a very heavy expense in providing
and maintaininz a court house and other offices,
for the business of the sald new established
court of Judicature,.
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Elxtnotj

May it therefore please this Hon'ble
use to grant to your gouuomr- leave to withdraw

their said former petition presented to this
House on the 2nd March last and also thelr
other petition presented on the 17th May last,
which accompanied certain regulations proposed
by themgelves for the more advantageous
management of their affairs and the due
administration of justice in India, an indulgence,
which they are the more earnest to obtain
lest posterity review the transactions
of this period, should impute to your petitioners
the having been accessory to measures which
vesting unnecessarily in the Crown the dispo
of so many great and lucrative 11”-“1:. in
India tend in your petitioners opinion not only
to brint ruin upon this Cogpany, but to destroy
the just balance of this pure consgtitution.

Patition to the House of Lords (Extract)

(pe264) That the Bill which has lately passed

the House of Commons and is depending in this

Hon' ble House, will, if passed into a Law, be
subversive of the most essential r.l.;ht.i

interests (265) and credit of the East Indla

co.pmooo-ooooow introducing a most immense and
rievous load of expence upon youx/petitioners...../(266
hat the most essential provision of all others

to gmmt opp ressions, which were recommended

by the Fast Indla Company, namely, that of the

Habeas Corpus, whereby men may know of what crime
they are accuged, and by whom they are imp risoned,

is omitted by which means of all the tyranny of

a double government, without ongibility anywhere,

i1g smtitked entalled on the inhabitantsece.. '

India Office Records:
General Court 1770-1773: B/268s Petition from the

Company to the House of Co } 23-6=1778
(g‘.‘mt) 3 Also Ex.tnct o! P:t.uioa to the
use of Lords.
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204 Gounatl of BangalTs (Btren

An Act having been passed in the last
sessions of Parliament entitled "An Act for
establighing certain Regulations for the
better management of the affalrs of the East
India Company, as well in India as in Rurope”.
In consequence of the said Act, which we now
trangmit to you for your guidance, we proceed
to give you the orders hereinafter contained,
and have algo d copies of such other orders | ¢»—
as we have framed for constituting a Couneil
of Commerce, and a Board of Excheguer, for the
better management of our affairs, to all which
you will pay due obedienceccses.

dection XXX]I. We direct thhat you duly pay

to the Governor General, to each of the Council,
to the Chief Justice, and to each of the Judges,
the several salaries established by the said

“ti obgerving at the same time, that those

ample salaries given to them by Parliament,

are to be in lieu of all fees of oifice,
perquisites, emoluments, or advantages whatsoever
and therefore that we are not to be at any further
expenge on these accounts; and as the officers
(thereof shall be hung up ia the most publie
places, in the different languages of the country).

(Draught of Section nxxi =

We direct that you duly pay to the
Governor General, to each of the Council, to the
Chief J’uluoa and to each of the Judges, the
several salarieg establighed by the sald Act; and as the
officers of the Court are to be allowed such salaries as
b sonsetd th st lokest Frugelity 1n that eyt ]
ve recomm strickes n respect and
di rect that no greater all.u:c‘n bz made to m;p of them/

Ingtructions for the Governor General and Council

of Bengal (Printed): *British Museums 8022h24

and draught on Para 31 as given in the General
Court Minute dated 7-12-1773 ,

Lthan their respective stations shall require.
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J{ammwﬁmn 29-5-1782
Vo.I, pp+260, No.

essese I am ashamed of tmoublibg {:Ill'
Majesty with so long a letter, and shall

very unhappy till I can return to the mogt
acceptable duty of my office - that of attending
your Majesty's person. In the meantim

I would wish your Majesty' s pemigsion

propose a meeting of your gervants to Lord
Rockingham upon East Indian matters, when I

may be to propose Lord Cornwallig*, as I find
the Resclutions against Mr. Hag 8 passed
yesterday. I have mentionead Lord Cornwvallis'
name to none of the Cabinet execept in very great
confidence to Lord Ashburten.

Wﬁ}hﬂmt 205~ 1782
'DllI' PPe Y Hoe

esssse The ll.otil‘ ol FBast Indian Regulations
cannot be too soony and the appointiment of Lord
Cornwallis known, which must meet with universal
applause.

:
(Vol.I, pp-#lpt, Noe gﬁ!

escsecses 1 all Ve kha much afraid your
Majesty will be disappointed as to the effect of
Lord Cornwallis' name towards settling Rast India
controversy. Lord Rockingham first dwelt upon
the right of the Treasury to recommend. Lord
Cornwallis vas aftervards perscnally objected to,
on account of facility of temper, etes Mn
Francis was much recommended by Mr» Fox. It is left
to be further congidered, and I have thought it
indespensible to gend M Ord to acquaint Mr. Gregory

Papers of George III: November 1781 to December 1783:
*Hon' ble Frederick Cornwallis (1718-1788), Bishop

of Lichfield 1745-1768, ahd Archibighop of Canterbury
1768 till his death; he was the Uncle of the
Cornwallis, referred to.
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the Chaimman of the Indig Company of my most

earnest wighes in regard to Lord Cornwallis,

and of my having ti:opoud him to the Cabinet.

The rest of the @ passed in altercation

not worth tmoubling your Majesty with the particulars.

fﬁu.:ﬂ..&.l.nﬂ.lh}hm 1-6-1782
Vol«I, pp.262, No.34l1

ssveece I owne for the credit as well as
od of the nomination, I am hurt any rule should
e throun in the way of appointing Lord Cornwallis,
Chief of the Supreme Council in Indiaj undoubtedly
the Secretary of State for the Colonies
and East Indla as well as Home Affairsy, 1z the
;npor erson to gettle this, and not ‘:hc
ead of the Board of Treasury, wvho is not
responsible for that bupiness; I am glad Lord
bourne hasg lost no time in sending Mr. Ord
to convey to Mn Grmry the having proposed
Lord Cornwallis as properest person to
the Cabinet this day.
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Lord Castleresgh Downing Street

I have commumicated to the Chairman
of the East India Company a copy of the letter
vhich I received a fev days ago your
lordship's dir-ction from Brig, General Stevard
relative to a representation which had been
made to the Commsnder in Ghief for the purpose
~ of inducing H R, H, to replace the preportion
of the any's garrison at 8¢, s Which
had not re d to that place from the late
expedition to south America,

Having recen leamnt with regret that
of the 1000 recruits which were to be supplied
for the sorvice of the s Artillery and to (0v)
be conveyed to India by 5 oftho{:“ut
seaon, (the last of which 1t is intended
4 a‘&hmmmotnmlonth). there is
11 srobabnﬂv that more than 400 will be
D M e e
i aeco e present mode

recruits, mee-a’ urinchhrv?cgdh enabled
to make zZood the def-iciency at 6¢, Helema in
adiition to the proposed re reement of
the Artillery.

Scottish Record Office: Letter to Lord Castlereagh

as to completing the deficiencies and augment the
establishment of the Company's Artillery, The Batta-
1ion to consist of 1,000 instead of 700 men - %o do
this would require men which mmber cannot be
obtained by the usual mode of furmishing - S,
therewith, It is ed that the Company should

be allowed to reeruit for their Artillery on

condition of reduecin: thelr and that the

men eﬂrhm the latter be transferred to the

former and slso the garrison of 5t, Helena,

Af that is 45 to be annexed to the crown,

and that a tion of the Royal Artillery,

Regular I um-{, militia drafts, ete, be

permitted to volunteer for the Company's

Artillery., An angement to be made for supplying

8 W, PR Lo T

L 7]

;

i
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As not only the effective strength, but
also the establishment of that descrintion of
force 1= ektremely deficient when compared to
the rest of the in India, I feel it my
indhm.lluo duty (sa:p) to submit to your
Lordship's serious consideration the neceasity
of speedily adopting measures to remedy the
gnsut as well as to prevent if possible

ts recurrence,

The establishment of European Artille
in Indis is six battalions of 700 each .. 4,

Effective strength accord-
ing to the last retums about 2,700

1,500

Add Yo of effective strength
for casualties since the
retums es 270

Estimated present defieciency. 1,770

Recruits sent out last season 1.000
770

It has been represented to me that if each
Battalion vere ted to 1,000 men, uk!.ng
g mmbm.-muuml,mmtrlo
4,200, 1t vould not be a greater mmber. than the (s:.v)
exigencies of the Service in India demand; but
: ?: .gat object, n‘fd v;u as complete
e presen ciency, wo of course require
8.8!8 men, of which number there is no immediate
prospect of more than 400 being supplied,

Your lordship is fully aware of the
duscussions which have at various times taken
place on the subject of recruiting for the Company's
European 8, According to the present system,
they are restricted from recruiting on their
| own account, but with the wndedstanding that

their d-naa are to be supplied from men raised
for general service, = a resouree which () is
to inadesuate to the purpese, The Court of
Directors assert that if were allowed to
recruit for themselves, under whatever restrictions

|
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might be thought necessary to prevent abuses,
they would have no diffienlty procuring
men for their Artillery, vhich is a ar
service, They also m{st however on ing
up their three European battalions which are
totally inefficient and are not 1lilmly nov to
becoms more serviceable, I certainly do not
perceive any reasonable obiutin against their
g:bpull rn{ntiu the llery, becanse it
fridispensibly necessary to krep that specices
of force on a respectable footing and the men
raised for general service are frecuently of a
deseription totally wmfit for that but
on the Eb\.’) other hand, I cannot :u
coneur their desire ‘o keep up their European
Battalions, If that serviece also is gopuu,
it would interfere to a certaln extent and
wvithout sny adequste cause, with the gemeral
recruiting of the Amy; |J if men would pot
enter readily for those Battalions, they would
still continue inefficient,

Having thus stated to your lLordship what
ooau{s to g. respecting the present ',“z.h of
s Company's European Corps 2
inconvenience of which must continue to be folt
in an increased d-zrn), it is muuu{ to
revert to the te object of this letter,
e ad tioe af supmvmtieg the ATEL1)

e so augmen

(3249 in ia, It is in vein to expect that
object can be accomplished by the ordinary supply
of men raised in thiz country for gemeral service,
and if your Lordship concurs in the necessity of
making nov an extraordinary effort for the nurpose,
you must resort to other meams,

If it shall be thought expedient to allow

the Company to recruit for their Artillery under
roper restrictions, provided they disbend their
targs Buropesn Battdllons, the wen nov belenging
to the latter g OF n A

be 71t for it, may be transferred to the Arti.ﬂcm
their total number by the last returns was little
more than 900 men,

Another resource lg.bo found in the

arrison of 5t, Helena if suggestion of
grmlmm that island (s94w) to the Crown shall
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be carried into effect; its total effective
strength I believe at present is under 1,000
men, I mm not avare of sny other mode that
can be speedily avallable except the allowing
& portion of Royal Artillery, or regular

ry, Militia Draft,etns, to v olmteer
for the Artillery in India, There are
wmquestionably many objections te such an
expedient, much of their weight must nd
on the present strength of the ro'g.l. Artillery
or other Co wvhen ared to services vhich
may be immediately reqy 4 of them, as well
as on other circumstances of which i not
be anprized, I should not consider it any
means advisable to send a detaciment of Artillery
from England to India, (S95°) on the Same
footing as other Regiments there not in the
service of the Company,

It is only necessary for me to add
that if the Company's European Battalions are
disbanded, an arrangement must be adopted on
the footing tmerlzu:ugum by the Coumander

in Chisf for supply the native corz: in India
with Mut:ndor and Quarter Master Sergeants

I have the honour to be,
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Copy
Stable Yard
March 20th, 1808
My dear Lord,
I have the pleasure to acknovledge the reeceipt
of your Lords s letter of the 18th instant,

osing a letter from Mr, Robert Dundas upon the
subject of the Company's Artillery and European
Force, propos to augment the establishment of
the former to six battalions of 1,000 men each,
znd to disband the latter upon condition that
sufficient recruits are from ( 2 ) time to time
farnished, to keep the Artillery of the Company
compleat, and to ish the necessary non
conmissioned officers to the native Corps in

This plan appears to me in every view most
eligible, and I can only repeat the p al which
I have more than once made, that upon its being
finally adopted, I shall think it my 4 to
recommend to His esty to allow a suffieient
number of men from esty's iments in
India to volunteer annually 3) the purposes
above mentioned, mﬂh{,tho Company widl not only
be secure of ha their Artillery and E ean
non commissioned officers constantly leat, but
also composed of a much superior description of
men than they could possibly obtain by any other
means,

I shall be happy to see your Lordship
upon this subjeet uron the earliest convenient
opportunity; as there are sSome details which
it will be necessary %o i_htf ) determine for the
more effectually carrying this plan inte execution,

Believe me ever, etc,

(Signed) Frederick

The Rt, Hon'ble
Lord Viscount Castlereagh

John Ryland's Li.brgg, Manchester: Eng Ms,675/397 4-D
Dated 20th March 1 from His Hoyal Highness the
Commsnder in Chief to Lord Castlereagh,
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Copy of letter from Dr, Midne (Surgeon
on the Bombay Establishment) to the
Court of Dircctors dated Aberdeen the
2 Nov 1809

As the number of Emropean officers does not
bear a due proportion to the numbers of the sep
under their command, the strength of the native
Battalions should be reduced (during geaoe) from

12 ép 1400 to 2 or 200, The different Corps
to be kept as much as possible as wnder -

The subsidiary force at Hydrabad, to be
relieved by that of Poonsh - the latter of which
is principally os2d4 of Hindoos and belongs
to Bombay Establishment - thus a double check
would be formed upon the Mahomedan Govermment of
Hydrabad - [upon that portion of the Madras ammy |~
vhich would removed to Poonah,

A further check upon the Madras ammy would
be formed by restoring Canara and Malabar to the
Bombay Govt, and garrisoning the forts with
Bombay troops,

The Madras army inferior in g:int of
provision to any of the other establishments (I+\)
they had formed an expectation that on the
appointment of a Governor who had been at Bengzal,
their condition wonld have been assimilat.d to that
of the Bengal army, Their dissatisfaction at the
reductions introduced by Sir Geo, Barlow agzravated
by the disappointment of thelr hopes,

conceived t the Governor was sacrificing their
interests in order to ingratiate himself with

the Court of Directors - Tho' disgusted with his
coniuct, they are not deficiemnt in zeal amd
attachment to the Company's interests, The
allowvsnces of the Madras army ought to be placed upon
a better footing.If they were made equal to those

of the Bengal army, the officers of the former

would still be inferior in point of comfort t o

those of the latter ﬁ owing to the local
disadventages of the Madras territories,

Seottish Record OfficesdP 51/3/465
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Abar deen
“‘Nsrdgmn - 2th Des., 1209

"fas est ab howste discers™

It 13 saild to be a maxim of Government & of
rigid observance with the present Ruler of
france to obtain the deposit of a sum of money
proportionate to the magnitude of trust and to
the rtance of the situation, to whish he
may intend to appoint any Public 0fficer, He
by this rule of policy receives thelr support,
attaciment and good conduct, for, should they
by any mal-administration or lanl'runtlon of
disaffection on thelr pagt lose his confidence,
or should have failed in fulfilling the duties
of their O0ffice, the sum in deposit is appro-
priated to the use of the State. This pre-
caation 1s no doubdt very necessary on the part
of a Government so recently established, and *
has originated 1in that con prodence Lv~\=
and wisdom, which mark almost all the acts of
that uncommon Man, The Fritish Government

at home have no necessity for prosecuting sach
a measure; ut they will evince their discern-
ment in applying 1t with an appropriate modi-
fication %o the regilation of some of thair
departments of Govermment in the East, where
thelr authority is less stable,

Their native army on one of their esta bli-
shments in India has given proofs, that it is
not wholly and entirely deserving of confidence.
On the contrary it has displayed 1ts dis-
affection to rather asse/alarming extent, in Lo
defiance and in breach of every tie and .n:no-
ment at present imposed or existing) and y
beh@ves Government to/form wich measures and %o L (S90V)
apply sich a remedy, founded on the resilt
of the wisdom and experience of a neighbouring
though rival pover, as encourage and-sting o Ny
presamption, that both happy & beneficial effec's
and a greater degree of security will arise
therefrom,

The native commissioned and sometimes the
non-commissioned officers in India have great
influence over the minds of the Men, It will,
thereore, b8 prudent to adopt such precamtions
as promise to resceive/their attachment and /hi.o~v
fidelity and to direct such influence to the
welfare and interest of the 3tate., The arrange-
ment, which I have to propose, carries with it
80 cfogr a conviction of mtaual mmtar and
of the permansent establishment of good faith,
as to inspire and promote reciprocal feelings
and sentiments of attachmant and of entire
con fidence,

Scottish Record Office: GD 51/¥V466
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The pay of the native ammy in India is now
so regularly issued and so ample, that every officer
snd man has alvays enough, and has indeed for the
most part a portion to spare, which he is very
often at a loss, how to employ, He, under present
circumstances fonds it at an interest of uncortain
payment, cuo!hu to his anions in arms, who
are less prudent or more dissipated than himself,
and sometimes to individuals in the country, vhere
he may en to be stationedy he is frequently
robbed of it, when the amount is such, as to prove
a source of tation, or he has it converted
into omaments for himself, for his wife, or for
his children, where it remiins wproductive to the
guou or bﬁt?ch og:mtry,uall in :hidnh lta?L e

rope ecan alwa ys rﬂo o SA\R

md“vﬁgh whi *he can easily move off tired
of the service., He thus finds quelf at pleasure
independent of his employers, whe can join any partyh >+l
who may tempt him by promises and prospects of
greater adva ntage to espouse their cause,

But %t it will mark the wisdom of the British
Govermnment, and ought to be a primary aim of heir
policy, to coneert such measures, as will secure
and b into their possession an object, which
may at an untimely moment be conv to their
injurys while by pursuing the plan, which I intend
to propose, the Native Officer vill’. have a source
of convenience and of secure advantage opened to
him; and will have a liberal provision in ths store
for himself and for his family, which will render
his latter days easy, frrespetable and comfortable,
vhile the aom-cnz hold in their hand the pledge
of his good faith and lasting services,

The Government in India have the strongest

motives and most cogent reasoms to urge them to

the establishment of so material a point to their
own stability, effieimg.md powver, and no less
essential in promo convenience, respectability
and allegiance of their native ula and I would
beg to suggest, that every Natlve fieer, either
rior to his receil his oo-hli.onlnor within
gwoln months thereafter, should pay inte a Fumd,
under the direction of Govermment, a depos it }n
loan, for which he should receive the Company's
established interest, say, that a Subedar pays

the sum of Two Hundred ees, or (59(v) such sum

as he may de snt osed without inconvenience to spare,
and that he continue to pay the same Sum annually,
while he holds that rank and situation,’ That a
Jamedar on receiving that commission, or within
twelve months thereafter pay the sum of one hmmdred
rupees, or such sum, as he may be supposed without
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inconvenience to spare and that he also continue
tomzay the seme sum anmuall y, while he holds that
r and situationy end that a Havildar on promotion
o; gfmty twelve nont&:h therouftto: pay gl.:o sSum G
o rupees, or s sum as nay suppose
without inconvelence to spare, and that he continue
to gw the same sum 1y, while he holds

that rank and situation, When those officers

are pemitted to retire from the service, that

the amount, which may ?u at their credit should
be considered to be at their own disposal, or in
case of thelr demise at the disposal of their
families, either to be withdrawn for their use, or
to remain at interest in the Company's funds,

Thus will the Govermment check and greatly
prevent desertions, estabiish a sourée of
convenience and of advantage to their native ammy,
render their native officers respectable, secure
thelr fidelity, attachment and cordial cooperation:
eheck habits of us which often lead to quarrels,
oppression and deser {on, and the foundation of
a comfortable and certain provision for the old age
and for the families of their Ind an Army,

John Milne, M.D,
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To
'..B. Mm B’q.
Secretary to Govermment Seeret Deptt,
8ir,

i SIS0 g oAy 8 gt o Y
of May m copy of a parag

g in one from the bn'blo the Secret cunitgn
dated the 24th September 1807, and signifying the
request of the Right Hon'ble the Governor Gemeral
in Couneil that the Commander in Chief will be
pleased to communieate to the Board his opinion
on the question therein stated, viz,"what 1s the
smount of the ean forece vﬁieh it u{
necessary to have India at all times,

| Before the Commander in Chief proceeds

' to a compliance with His Lordship's commands, His

Exeellenc y deems it right to remark in explanation

of the delsy which has attended his doing so

that, immediately on the receipt of your lettcr

he recommended (as will be in recollection ( 2 )

! of Government) that instructions should proceed
from His Lordship in Couneil to the Governments
of Fort 5t., Geroge and Bombay reoquesting the
conmmnication of their semtiments on the question
from the Hon'ble Committee, as far as it azpliu
to each of those Presidencies in order that His
Excellency might be better prepared to frame a
General report comprehending the whole of the

y Hon'ble Company's possessions in India,

The recsuired information was reeceived from
Bom in the month of December last through the
Secre artment, snd in my reply to your address
of the 7th January following, I had the honour
to remark that the Commander in Chief walted
the receipt of a similar report from the Madras
Gove rrm ’ to submit his sentiments on the question
of the Hon'bdle Committee,

The latter report having been received
with Mr, Lushington's letter to my address of the

s

National Library of Scotland: Minto Papers (M 175)
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21st instant, I am now enabled to con te
for the information of His Lordship in Couwnell,
the opinion required of His Excellency.(®)

The question of the Hon'ble Committee
sgpoarln: to have no reference to the prospect
of immediate invasion from Europe, but merely to
the circumstances which distinguish the present
time from the period (1801) when an Establishment
of ean troops was fixed for the service of
India e opinion of the Commander in Chief has
been !'on-d with reference to the extension of
territory, increase of native force and the
necessity of some degree of permanent preparation
to encounter Buropean invation so far as it may
be effectcd with a due regard to the finances of
the Hon'ble tknpanz; and the degree of forece which
Great Britain may decmed capable of affording
wvithout too much lzdrhidits means of action
in other parts of the world,

On the premises, I am to édbserve that in
the year 1801 when the l!mpem force was fixed

at 24,000 men of every description the native troops
at the three Presidencies eonsistatl of 108,000 men
oo:t:;titntm a proportion of 1 Buropean to 4§
natives,

The effective force now 1!; the country
amounts to (in round mumbers) ( 't ) 23,000
lurogm ( 1000 less than were deemed necessary
in 1801) and 138,000 natives - a proportion of
1 Buropean to 6 natives,

Sugggshu therefore the question sthx stated
the e the Secret Committee to rest on the
seme data now, as influenced the deecision formed
in 1801, there will exist am actual deficiency of
about }4600 men to produce the rtion between
the Buropeans and natives established at that

period, viz, 1 to 4de

If the apprehension of invadion from Shx
E were to be entirely excluded from the
mnoration of this -uestion, and suppos
Govermment to repose perfect confidence in
the native troops, the Commander in Chief conceives
thatevery call of service would be answered and
the tranquility of the Hon'ble Companh's dominions
insured by an augmentation of 1, men to the
present establishment of the Corps of Artillery only.
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But, as invasion must be provided against
a certain degree, His Excellency, adverting
our wide extent of torﬂ.toq te the restless
warlike ”31. on the fron {or most exposed
to the ( § ) medidated attack, and to the possible
defection of some mtinn of ehc native troops,

he can consistently dcgart

from the sentiments expressed in his minute laid
before « Council on the 15th February 1308
recommerd ing the p rtion of 1 European to every
4 natives and whieh has the satisfaction of
observing may be eff=cted without the necessity of
sending out any more Regiments, consequently at
the lowest possible expenceg that an access
of strength can be gained,

The Commander in Chief has too much
confidence in the resources of this Empire to
suppose that any invasion can be of serious
dangzer which is not under taken by a strong and
well organised Corps of Europeans, and it would
111 accord with the accustomed policy of the French
ruler were a deficiency of numbers, or of talent
for the direction of their operations, to expose
his ambitious designs to any risk of lure
which might be prevented by the applications
of force and sclence,

It must therefore be concluded that
whenever the attack is made, the ememy will be so
strong in Buropeans ( ( ) as to admit of his acting

endent of the allies he expect to join
him his progress to our frontier,

Under this ression, the Commander in
Chief conceives that there should be in India at
all times an Iwog::n disposeable force of not less
than 24,000 fight men, for altho' no person
can have greater confidence in the diseipline
and courage of the native Corps then His Excellency,
he m cannot suffer his judgement to be so far
mis a8 to compare them to the amies of France;
necesgity therefore requires that European should be
opposed Europea.n to the greatest possible
o:gnt they can be collected, and thelr exertions
will no doubt be ably seeconded by the native

Sepoys.

Bes

The proportion of 1 European to 4 natives
would not ongy produce this disposeable force,

!
|
\
\
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but leave a sufficient number to act with the
native troops for the preservation of internal
t uility and the protection of our principal
settlements on the coast against any attack
which the present state of the French Navy is
1ikely to enable that power to wndertake, (7 )

Having stated the aggregate of the European
foree which in the 3‘1:101; of Commander in
Chief ht to bem ained in India at all
times, it remains to show how it should be
eonatlh;ud.

I am aceordingly directed to submit the
following proportion of each amm,

Artillery, The establisiment of this
is now non commissioned offiecers and
men the effective numbers - 3,900,

Adverting to the services required of this
c at Fort William, Fort St, George, the Island
of Bombay, and other Lportant tsy as well
as internal field duties now not unfrecuent and
which invasion would probably increase, one
half of the nubc:‘greunt wen1ld be the greatest
proportion which 4 be allotted under any
eircums tances to the disposeable foree and
the sieck uulc.(n{ one sixth) would reduce to
about 1,600 fighting men, A proportion by far
too hmlequah to the foree, Buropean and native,
vhich would be remired in the f£ie1d (3 ) to
gpou an European invader snd whose casualties

ere would be no means of ropl;:m.

gs
The Commander in Chief/Ixyx therefore to
recammend in the most urgent temms that 1,500
men Do immedistely added to the establishment
of the threoe Presidencies in the following
roportions and that the whole be completed with
gha least possible delay, viz.-

Bengal vee 300

Madras ese 600

Bombay see €600
Total m

bove numbers, #xks His Excellency
.s_ingj of Horse Artillery
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proportion of 1 European to 4 matives and the
disposable force recommended of 24,000 men,

By this arrangement the pay, ete]l of
th.&:i.vat- men would be very necarly the whole
of charge bearing on the Company's finances,
as the establisiments of officers and non commi-
ssioned officers for the numbers proposed are
already entertained with the exception of non
commissioned officers for the augmentation
suggested for the 33rd, 65th, 80th and 86th King's
Regiments, and probably a few commissioned and
non commissioned officers which the Artillery at
Madras and Bombay might require to meet the
augmentation recommended for those Presidenciles.

His Lordship in Couneil will perceive

the foregoing statement applies to India generally,
and that with the exception of the Corps of

Artillery the Commander in Chief has not proposed
any (| 1gal‘tzi.mﬂ.zu' proportion of Europeans

for the different Presidencies, it being obvious
that their egplication must ever depeond on contine

encies which cannot be foreseen or controuleds

t appears to be sufficient to provide the force
that ought to be in the country, le the
distribution of it to depend on circumstances
of convenience and necessity as they arise, it
will however appear on reference to the reports
from the Goverment of Fort 5t, George and
Bombay that the provision recommended by Lieutenant
General Hewitt 1s in unison with the sentiments
and opinions of those Governments,

The report of the Quarter Master General
of the Coast Army, founded on the same views of
pecumiary means on the part of the Company and
of population on that of the mother country,
provides for a disposable force of Europeans/
now at that Presidency/ consisting of 8,300 men
and 2,200 men for internal duties making an
ag ate of 10,500 men, Major General Jdones's
r does not diseriminate between the force
applicable to field operatioms ( 12.) and that
indispensible to the security of the interior,
but 12 recormends a total of 10,400 men for
Artillery and Infantry, which leaves 13é000 to

1ete the number recommended by the Commander
mhhf.l.toutmt fsmxxxk Colonel Monro however
urges the expediency of adding 3 Battalions of
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E eans to the Fort S¢. George establisiment
which would then leave 10,000 men only for
the seorvice of Bengal,

From the above arative statement
the sentiments of His Excellency as conveyed in this
letter will appear to oomsgnend very nearly to
those expressed in the reports received from
the other two Presidencies: in artillery they
accord strictly as the augmentation proposed
demonstrates, On the subject of migmm Cavalry,
the Madras and Bombay reports are s ont& the
latter howover requiring 3 Regiments of Cavalary
for the province of Guzera t, evinces the expe-
diancy of the arranzement which gave His Majesty's
17th Light Dragoons to that establishment, and
the porportion of Infantry recommenddd by Major
General Iones will a2 nearly as possible leave
the force of Bengzal as it will be when the estab-
1ishment of Corps are completed, It seems
therefore to be a just inference that large as
the mmount ( |> ) of 34,000 Europeans appears
to be, or a proportion of 1 to 4 natives according
to the present numbers of the latter, it is no
more than what the security of the Hon'ble Company's
dominions demand, and vhich is nevertheless
rounded on fooﬂnp of almost perfect confldence |
the fidelity of our sepoys,for were general
opinion to turn against us, tﬂ- proportion of \
European physical stremgth would be totally |
{nadequate to the maintenance of the Rkikxk British
authority over this extensive Empire,

The report received from the Goverrment ‘
of St, Fort George, as it relates to arranzements |
of general defence and offemnsive rations , not
having any immediate connection with the ques tion
from the Hon'ble Secret Committee, does not appear
in this place to call for any particular obser-
vations from the Commander in £, whose
sentiments indeed are already lmown to Govermment
and the Hon'ble Committee, He cammot however but
remark that Lieut, Col, Munro has treated the
subject with grea abiiity. and his report will
be doubtless viewed by Govermment as a document
of great importance, (%)

There are nevertheless a few distinet points

to which His Excellenc.y' begs to eall the :
attention of the Governor Gemeral, as being of
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31 A plain and perspicuous description of
the measures which he had already adopted
in England and in India; and of those
which he meant to offer to the considera-
tion of Parliament as the conditions on
which the Charter should be rencwed,

4, An account of the plans vhich different
ersons had formed for the conduct of
dia affairs,

The last division of the proposed work, was
probably suggested,and its labour abridged by a
valuable mamuseript of the late Mr, Lind, who was
employed at the requests of lord North, in furnishing
a comparative view of the centiments of th Mr, Hastings,
Mr, Franels, nd others on the prinecipal points of India
administration,

(216v) Mr, Bruce, to whom the materials ami
executions of the projected work vere entrusted, was
fma.u{ the Professor of Moral Philosophy in the
University of Edinburgh, which appointment he relinquished
for the purpose of superintending the Education of Mr,
Dundas's only son, He is a man of acknowledged talentsg
but the habits of his life have been chiefly collegiate,
and tho' he never was in India, he seems to have no
distrust of the accuracy of his information, or of the

eteney of his judgement, Before the Book was sent
to the press, he desired me, as an old aequaintance,
to read it v{th attention, and commmicate my remarks,
But finding my opinions, both as to prineciples anmd facts
S0 very often at variance with his, that the discussion
would be endless, I returned the manuseript with onl
such verbal comments, as were sufficient show tha
I had given it a perusal, When the work appeared it
was praised by the different Reviewers, the value of
whose opinion, as "ell as the means of oht 11;,
are well understood by the Writers of Dr. Ro on's
school; and as those who speak (217r) of the performance
to Mr, Dundas, mention it, for obvious reasons in
terms of high commendation, I never heard him express
any sort of dissatisfaction on the subjeet, One
important advantage has certainly arisen from Mr.
Bruce's numerous mistakesy for to them we are indebted
for an invaluable discussion of the fundamental
prineiples of the system which the Marquis's Govern-
ment has established; and for the means of ziving them
in future, their mﬁ practical effect,

I have not the smallest reason to believe
that any one of the provisions of the Act of 1793
originated with Mr, ce, or that the extravagant
opinions which are expressed in particular passages
of his Book, and vhich hajge occasioned such alamm,
are likely, at any time, té be rccommended to the
Legislature; yet I am glad to possess on such authority
as Purs, S0 clear an exposition of the measures to be
avoided, as well as so perspicuous a desecription of
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Inthog.{_a_tmdo the extent of the Power and
the objects to which it is applicable, would be
defined by the statute which creates ity but the
difficulty of so (219r) defining it as render
it efficient without being dangerous, appears to
be extremely great,

In the second mode the extent of the
Pover and the grpous for whichit is given, ecan
only be collected from the Precedents which the
Legislature shall have sanctioned,

By the former of the=e ways, I am not

aware that Legislative authority has ever been
conferred on Governor Gemeral in Counecils for
the Power which Parliament has expressly given
them is only a Power to regulate Butzyﬂn
latter of two modes, existence of a legis-
lative Power in the Bengal Govermment, appears to
have been clearly roeogniud} for the povers which
soon after the acruisition of the Dewanny, were
exercised bLtho Government of Bengal, wﬁh respect
to the Courts of Dewamny adawlut, are kmown to
have greatly exceeded the limits of mere n.gAtion;
et Parlisment, who were duely informed by

ports of their (219v) Committees, of the
exarcise of those Powers, acquiesced in, and
consequently sanctioned fheir mastxkamee existence.

But on vhatever grounds the Legislative
authority of the Bengal rnment rest in
future; or whatever may be esteemed its limits,
the great fundamental prineiples of Lord Cornwallis's
system should be placed beyond its reach, The
best mode of obtain this desirable object, is
perhaps not e,sily determined; but the best mode

which occurs to mey; is that of Parliament's
$lasiactly, enmoratigg wnd ompressly .
amble o e t Act on India a which
may afford a fit opportunity, those great fmdamental
regulations which are described in your letter of
the 10th May 1794, as constituting the prineciples
of Lord Cornwallis's system, Thus the Constitution
of the Indiap Govermment, will rest upon a basis
which those who are entrusted with that Govermment
will have no power to change; at the same time that
their right to exercise (220r) for the obevious
benefit of the countries over which they preside
certain degrees of legislative authority, will be
virtually confirmed; but without the smallest
diminution of the responsibility by vhich it now is
and ever ought to be accompanied,

It is with much satisfaction that I
observe from your letter of 10th May, how near
the selection which had made in the ﬁenm letter
that I wvrote a few days before that time, at Lord
Cornwallis's request, of those great points of his

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org







49

The process is laborious}] but on the
wvhole is eas—lest and the best, As soon as the
Directors have read and approved the intended
dbgateh‘ their Secretary sends it to the offiece
of the Commissioners for India Affairsy andcor-
leeve 1s taken that the private copy for my own
use, shall be accompanied by the volumes of
extracts (often amounting to many thousand
pages) on the authority of which the Dispatch
wvas formed, If doubts arise upon any i:int as to
the fairmess of the extraect, recourse had to
the original records but no instance in my time
of intentional omission, has ever yet occurred,
The labour of reading these extracts falls, of
course, upon the Secretary, but this is the lightest
of his (222r) -zloynontl; for as Mr, Dundas is
seldom present at the Board and afterwards requires
at very uncertain times, and often at the shortest
notice, c-omplete information on such points in
the Dispateh, as engage his particular attention,
it becomes necessary, to form a written abridgement
of these bulky naterim. This the custom of
writing short hand enables me to do,

Before the Act of 1793, the Board of .
Commissioners for India Affairs was 1little more than wowiind
—nermal, except as the term applies to the prineipal
Commissionery for as the papers which re-ulred their
txgt signature were usually sent in circulation,
seldom were conveneds and I who had been
invited to the office as a situation in which
my services were particularly wanted, was mrz:ho&
to find that it not only had been a sinecure
the hands of my predecessor; but that no active
dutdies, (the labour (222v){writing reports on
%ginta of extensive déscussion excepted) appeared
belong to the appointment,

Fortunately, however, the Act of 1793

relived me from embarrassment, by declaring
that the sentiments of the Board o! Commissioners
for India Affairs upon any proposed dispatch
transmitted to them by the Directors, shall be
cortified under the hand of their chlef Sicretary
by order of the Board, The consequences of the
Regulation isj; that no Public Dispatech can be
transmitted to India without a previous meeting

of the Commissionersjy that information is exggctod
from the Secretary on all the prinecipal points of
every such letter; and that his Office is become
efficient and important, 8till, hovever, the writing
of Dispatches, (except in cert cases of disagree-
ment between the Dircctors and the Board), is not
within the general-ine of his (223r) employment,

But as the Revenue Letter of the last year was
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Mr, Russell begs leave to acquaint
Mr, Dundas, that he has assisted the two
Mr, Beaufoys at their late brothers' house in
e Street, in collecting together and

e all manus t books and ers to
be found m::t:oht to tg:’ affairs
of India; and that those gen have

D ey, JESoets G fe S wit Bl o L rees
» of any value removed to
Whitehall cnlg:_iu only about 1‘ £olie
| Voluno!abﬂ. ts of letters to and from
the Governments abroad, and of military and
political consultations on select Mi:oh and
\ copies of reports, all which are within the 5.1
eriod of the first creation of the Indda '’
These Boeks accord to Mr, Leuis's
infomation were pmvﬂl en by Mr, B, and
transeribed by Mr, s or were of Mr, B's
dietation to him, They are intersperfiid with L/}
Rie Bestiey Soth tefers @i S2tew ho Ciited tomteny |
[ re on
mentioned as reasons for the great snxiety he had .
expressed that they might be destroyed in case of
death; and his brother Mr., John luafoywa.
earmestly hopes he may be pemitted to fulfil
solemn promise made to his brother in his last
moments in that r-spect, Mr, Lewis is possessed
of the original dr:fts of thesze volumes
has promised to brinz them to George tomorrow kst
that they may attend the fate of the
kW amvaney  fal® k Mr, Russell the whole weore da..
dowm at Mr, Beaufoy's private cost and for his owm
g':g.vato use and they are lfttored on theip he ..,
« Begufoy's mm- m.8,5, to distinghish
them from others. Altho' these colleetions v.\—
have taken great time and (L.2) labour in
s the u‘:‘?:.":; m“l}. on the Mm
m'p e them M would
afford, by the acquisition of themy 1ittle nse
at the office, vhere the preeis n‘ abridgements
A bt ey B e
er they ass other
hands, xr?. Dundas will m’ ent to their

&

]

s e

Seottish Record Office: GD 51/3/635:sometimed during
1795 or 1796, Memorandum 1'&. Russell for the
attention of Mr, Dundas on Mr, Besufoy's papers,
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Dunira 16 May 1808

My dear Madam,

I have recelved your letter with its
enclosure, I had hssmx heard, when in London,
that your brother had expressed some ideas
similar to those contained in your letter from
him, I confess ¢to you I did not zive credit to
the reportéflthough/general, the Commander in
Chief has been a Member oft!mon it has not
been wniformly so, and alwa-ys vitl'\ the reluctance
of the Court of Directors, and a degree of
management necessary to effectuate ity and vhen
the authority of the Board of Co was such
as it was e I was there, it was not ve
difficult to accomplish, But your brother has
been long abroad, and does not lmow that the
authority of Govermment in Leadenhall Street
was let very loose for several years, and it will
require time and management to restore it to where
it wes, and when that is the case, the Govermment
vill probably have (Siuv) influence sufficient to
tha Sonmetk procure the re-appointment to the
Couneil of tgo Commander in Chief, who is gemerall y
a . s and on that account the reluctance

as a Company and their service to
the distinction of the Commander in Chief being
in Council, is certainly not diminished, But
mdnpond-n“ of the policy and expediency of the

g o e Brighorr 'Wm? AR o
Govermment e Eas a ’
not rational grounds for the Commander in Chief
taking the question in the light your brother
does, 3 the seat in Council had been in the gift
of .the Crown or the Commander in Chief, there might
be room for his exercising any military feelings
and points of honour on the subject, if he was
appointed by his soveriegn to a situation deprived
of any of the distinctions usually belonging to
it; ut what right has he to ““i: a command
to which the King has appointed him; because
the Bast India Company decline, upon grounds
of expediency, no matter whether right or mﬁ‘:f
vhich (SR law they are Judges, to appoint
to another civil situation which exclus ively
belongs to them, It was in fhkix their power to have

¢+ GD 51/3/454/4
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even a_ ppointed another person to be Commander
of their troops and there would have been
something of eonlntcnc{ thourh not of sense,
if he had declined any Mili emoluments
from them, because they did not at the same
time accompany it with a distinction usually
going along with itj; but if your brother in the
smallest degree acts by his reason, in place of
surrender his reason to his passion and a
mistaken point of honour, he must feel that
there is an absurdity in resigning a command
conferred upon him by the nnalbouuse the ﬁut
India Ougany have given a ei employment in
their gift to a civil servant of their owm.
Depend upon it, the matter cammot bear a serious
argument, T he East India Company will thank
him for his feelings, because it will immediate
open to them the means of contending that an officer
of their own should be the Commander/in Chiefs A(S'SVD
a question which they and their military serva-nts
never fail to contend when it is in thelr power
to do soj and they would consider the open
made your brother and the grounds of it as
afford them a strong ground for aproint
a military servant of their own, who will no
fail to accept of it, without encroaching on
the expectat and views of the civil servants
of the Company, whose rights to seats in the
Supreme Gonnoi:[l of the different Presidencies
1s expressly declared by Act of Parliament vi‘!h
the single exception of the Commander in Chief
being second in Council, if the East India Company
think it exiodhnt to appoint him to it, I have
sent yowr letter to my son where it ought to be.
He 1 of course, on grounds of publiec expediemcy,
fight the battle with the Court a falr
opportunity occursy but the resigmation of your
brother would not Strengthen his hands for the
combat, Altho' I can do nothing effectual in
the business, unless by using the authority of
my name snd example (Swr) in the dis t:{ he
can fortify himself in the exertions 11
make to restore things to their fommer course,

In the mean time I felt it due to you, in a mattter
where you are of course deeply interested, to
exlain to you fully the light in which the
n:%ur casts up to mey and I shall be truly sorry
dn all your accounts, if your brother, should

ersevere in the cource he mentions, vhich as

e truly states, would be an end of his military
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The Principles of Money
applied to the
Pregent gtate of the Cein
of
Bengal: Being an Inquiry
into the methods (o be used for correcting the defects
of the present currency; for stopping the Drains
which carry off the coinj and for extending
eirculation by the means of
Paper Credit.
couposed for the use of the Hon'ble E.I. Colpany*

pPpe3 The Princas of Findostan have in all ages
coasidered the ecoining of money as an appendage
of soversignty as well as a branch of revenue.

The practice of giving arbitrary denomination
to certain colns, beyond the proportion of their
intringle value with respect to others, is an
abuse of very old standinﬁ and nothing can de
more contrary to coamvey principle, by which the ...
precioug metals have been adopted, as a measure
for ageertaining the worth, and as a medium of
commerce, or an sguivalent for all commodities.

From the most early accounts, we Isx have
of the mercantile trangsactions of mankind, we find
gilver and gold, and even baser metals, made use
of as equivazlents ( ) for the purchase of goods.
The proportios of the value of the equivalent was
reckoned by the purity of the metal and mun/which /mase
it contained. It wag mot till in modern times,
that princeg uttempted to set an arbitrary value or

By 8ir James Steuart Bart, Published MDCCLXXII(1772)
ppe91l: British Museum Nos 141 do6 (Bxtract)
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upon coins, in congequence of the

denomination
impression struck upon theme This impression

wag originally intended to ascertain the fineness
of the coin, as the balance ascertained its
weight; and it certainly must have appeared
exceedingly absurd at first, to find the weight
of coins curtailed, while they continued to

ecarry the very denomination of the standard
weights of the country where they circulated.

To reduce the to the
contents of a drinking glass, and to call a glass
of wine, is not more absurd, than to call by the
tem pound, what does not contain one ounce. From
this abuse has been introduced the confusion which
prevails everywhere in questions concerning money.
From being the plainest of all regulations,
money is become an almost inextricable science.
The purity of the nature of the precious metals,
the permanency of their weight, and the great
divisibility of their substance, were the original
inducements which mankind had for using them as
money. These three great and peculiar qualities
inherent in their nature, have been totally defeated,
by mising them with alloy, by giving denominations
to their weight which have no relation to weight;
and by dividing the same into different
magses of the same value, as well as into equal
masses of different values. In a word, it has
required both art and ingenuity to deprive the
metals of those advantages, which simple nature
h:gk;ng'ond them with for the convenience of
m n

Let us therefore explode this crafty
contrivance; let us restore to the metals their
primitive functions, ad the subject of money
will become, once more, both simple and easy
to be comp rehended §end 4)

pp.8 It has been long the custom in India to
coin gold and silver into pieces of the same
weight, and the same fineness. Let me call, for
gsake of an example, these gold and silver coins
by the name of rupees; and let me suppose, that
the gold rupees pass in circulation for 14
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silver rupees; or that the proportion of the
metals 15 as 14 is to 1.

(complexity of gmblu. dispute arise
of price of gold pp«8-10).

pel4 The standard of the Bengal money has

een silver, gold has been occasionally coined,

as we shall have occasion to obgerve; but the
fmt bulk of the currency has been silven

15) The most common silver coin 1s the rupee
of one sgicca, or ten massa welght, and of the
fineness of 98/100 or 11(02)15(dwts)4(gr).8(dec. troy).
The sicca weight is equal to 7 dwts.llgr and .5511
decimen of a grain, or, as other people call it
7 dwts.llgr2/3: The difference is inconsiderable.
The gicca weight is thus divided;
One sicca equal to 16 annas, or 179 grainsgibll

dec. tray wd.g:. One anna egual to 12 pice, or

to li.grs.22 dec. tray. And one pice is equal

to 93016 decimal parts of a troy grain.

These siccas, annas, and pices are
dencminations of real weight; and it isg for
this reason that I have converted them into
troy weight, taking the denomination of the
grain troy, and decimal parts of it, in order to
avoid the perplexity, which the reckoning by the
two denominations of penny weights and grains
would involve our calculations.

The prineipal ees in coin in Bengal,
and those which are carried by the best regs. of
welght and fineness, are those of Madras, Bombay
Surat and the sieccas of Bengal.

The standard weight of all is the same, viz.
16 annasy or 10 massa weight; and the fineness
ought to be the same, viz. 100 fine; but
the denomination is very different. Thig is
occasionad by the battas. Here then occurs the
first and radical defect of the Bengal currency.

I hope from the principles laid down,

that it appears evident, that pices of the same
wvelght and fineness, ought either to carry the
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same denominations (16) of money, or then
denominations cannot bear a re iar propor-
tion of value to the coin which carries them.
This principle is so palpadle, that it has
required a little but to throw dust in the eyes
of the pcozloi in order to prevent their being
shocked with 1it.

For this purpose, has been introduced
a set of denominations of money, carrying the
same names with the wd;htinahonod; Labove
namely, anpas and pice. A current rupee is
sald to contain 16 annasj every anna, 12 pice.

When a rupee comes from the mint of
Bengal, it is called with propriety a sicca
rupee; because it is of the weight of 1 sicca,
or 16 annas, or 10 massa weight, as has been said.

The coin carries upon it the year of the
King's reign, and is called a rupee of as many
sums as the King has reigned yearss Thus the
rupee cained in 1770 are called rupees of the
1lth sum, because the King began to reign in 1760.
During the first year' s currency, thege rupees
are worth 16% better than curren ees:
During the second year' s currency, they are
worth no more than 13% above current: Dur.lng
the third year' s currency, and even after, they are
reduced to 11% above current, and are then
called Sumat. There are, however, many rupees
as good as these sunats, which are rated at 10%
only above current; so the sunats have an arbitrary
batta of 1% allowed to them above their real
value in proportion to the general currency of
the country.

The next defect of the Bengal currency
is with resgpect to the accuracy of itg fabfication.

(17) There are various mints establighed
bE ancient custom, where the regs., both as to
the finenega, and the welght of the coins, are
different, tﬁough their denominations be the same.
From this and from punching out holes, and tiuinf
up these holes with base metal, as well as wilfully
diminighing the weight of the coin, after coming
from the mint, the currencies of ees of
different provinces are of different values.
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Foot note pp.89-90
have examined with more attention, some of Mr.

6&’

Thig defect has introduced a general
and unsupportable abuse, namely, that of shroffage.

The Shroffs are a sort of bankers, or
money change whose business it 1s to set
a value upon these different currencies,
according to every circumstance, either in
their favour, or to their prejudice.

When a sum of rupees is brought to a
Shroff, he examines theXr prias them piece by
iece, ranges them according to their fineness,
hen by their weight. Then he allows for the
different legal battas upon siccas and sunats;
and this done, he values in gross
current, what the whole quantity is worth.

This rupee current therefore is the only
thing fixed, by which coin is at present valued;
and the reason is, because it is not a coin itself
and therefore can never be falsified or worn.

One principal reg. therefore which is wanting,
is to determine the value of the rupee current,
and not to suffer it to be debared in its value
by the debagement of the coin, which is at

p resent the casge.

I have already observed in general that
the coin of Bengal has been nnraith%nuy ndoz

both as to its weight and fineness; I am now to show
as well as I can, the extent of thelr deviations
from perfect exactness (17) ends. (Tables pp.18-21)

Since printing the above, I

Hort's calculations, contained in the Miscellaneous
now collecting, which relate to the prices of

gold and sgilver in the market of Madrase In these

I find the value of 100 ounces of gold, Bri.
standard, regularly stated at 1026 Pagodas

8 fanams and 75 cashs The silver va ries constantly.
Now 100 ounces Br. standard gold, contains 44,000
troy graing fine; which divided f:y 1026 pagodas

8 fanams, 75 cash, give for the contents of one
Pagoda, 42.874 grains fine.

But uwpon M» Hort's authority, page 13 of the
Miscellanies, where he gives the express weight and
fineness of the pagoda, upon which I relied; I stated
its value in the new regulations at about grains
of fine golds This is 6{# difference; which is
certainly too much for coinage, unless he charges
it on the gold and deduct it from the silver....
(ends page 91).
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My Lord,

The statement wvhich I have now the honour
to send your Lordship has been formed by the
materials furnished by the Company to the Committee
of the House of Commons, It is designed to show
in vhat proportion the Szbnc reverue of England,
the Navigat and the General Industry of
Kingdom are interested in the Commerce with this
part of Indla, as well as to ascertain the nett
profits which it has yielded to the Company in
a glven period,

The abstract subjoined to the statement
will show that these ;;;o ortions upon a capital
of £760,764 invested ia were a duty
Government of £662,508 a sum of £230,290 paid (s.v)
to the owners of ships om expended in the det
of charges all tending to the encouragement of
the Industry and Commerce of the natlion, aml that the
nett profit to the Company was but £287,026 or
nearly in the proportion of one fourth of the
general gain to Nation: the total of which
upon the capital abovementioned of £760,764
amomted to £1,179,824,

It will necessarily follow that the

ixakarakk declension of © commerce must be
felt in the same proportion; and as it is to be
apprehended that gho exports of the Company from

adras for the four succeeding years cannot be
made to exceed half the amount of the exports

in the four years from which the statement has been
formedy the nation may be supposed to lose in that
time, a revenue of £331,254 and the Industry of
the nation to lose the eireulation of £115,145
vhich in (s:v) addition to the reduction in the
Company's nett receipt of £143,513 widl make the
sum of £589,912,

The plan of %o priutotmwmalmnt l;a: for
its object not only preven oss of so
mldﬁmbh a sum to the English public, but
to add to the receipts caleulated the statement,
for it supposes that a private investment equal to

Seottish Record Offices GD 51/3/499/4 (Folio 511)1)
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the amount of the statement will be exported in
addition to what the Company may send England

~ and it proposes a duty of 7 per cent on the
invoices of this private investment or £63,004
to be paild to the Company over and above the customs
and freight, ete, as estimated in the stabamentgg
so that the statement from Jan, 1785 to Jan, 1759,
as far as it respects the Nation at large, would
be found to exceed the former statement of four
years by a sum equal to the whole of the receipts
on the Company's supposed imports in the four
succeeding years,

From vhence it follows that the (5i2v)
Nation would avoid a loss of £5389,912 in the first
instance and secure an absolute gain of the same
amount, or in other words the difference to the
Nation in the adoption or rejection of this measure
would be £1,179,824 in the course of 4 years
independently of the loss it misht sustain in its
general commerce by the passage of sSo large a
portion of the India trade in the hands of
foreigners,

Many others and not umimportant advantages
may be drawn from this plan, but I have already
trespassed So long on your Lordship's time, that
I wiIl now only add the assurance of the respect
with vhich I have the honour to be,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's
faithful ble servant

16th Nov 1784
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esseses gubject now under consideration. Such a
measure could not in our opinion fail to diminisgh
the remittances of your servants through
foreigners and it would realise to the Company
from the consumption of Indian commodities in
France receipts to a large amount in Bngland,
diring the period in which such heavy demands
will be made on your Treasury at home.

You will have observed that in stating
the estimates of these two points of Imports
from India, ancé of sales of Indian goods in
England, and in discussing the consequences
resulting from them, we have assumed that which
formg the result of our third head of enguiry,
namely, that the surplus arising in England
from gsales to the amount before stated, added to
the profit of their China trade, will not be more
than ought to be provided for the payment of
the Demands on the Company in England, previous
to March 1790 (3nVv)

We proceed to gtate this more particularly
and with a view to show what will be the operation
of thig plan before and after that period, and
what would be its effects compared with a plan
of payment in India.

The amount of Indian goods to be annually
sold by the Company was taken as above at £2,400,000.

The prime cost of these was also stated
ag above at £1,500,000 being more than sufficient
to provide an invesgtment; which would sell at

Vide D2 £2,400,000 after reducing the prices 12§ per cent
bolow tnoso of the last sales.s In thig prime cost
is included a sum of £300,000 arising from
Certificates 1O ghips 75,000 and Exports to
India about 225,000 (Total 300,000). There would
remain therefore to be supplied from the revenues
in India £1,200,000, making in all 1,500,000, being
the amount of prime costs From the sale amount

I oy
N -

Scottich Record Office: GD 51/3/195/1: Extract:
September 10, 1785: Draft Letter from Board of
Control to Court of Directors on transfer of the
Company' g debt from India to England; with relative
notes (by HeDundas)
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being 2,400,000 must be deducted the following
chargesy Viz.=\31{)

£2, 400,000
Vide D2 Freight 15 ghips
at 82'000 1283),000
Vide D Customs about... 560,000

Exports and Certi- -
ficates as above 300,000 1,180,000

Leaving a surplus from )
the India Trade of about) £ 1,210,000

The value of the Company's China trade
depends on the gquantity and prices of tea which
they can gell, compared with the prime cost
and charges.

Supposing in the first place, with which
Vide -upggduon our opinion certainly concurs, that
Members 16,000,000 of pounds may be sold.
ers

g If this were calculated upon the
assessment and prices of the last 12 months sales,
the accounts would stand nearly as follows,
supposing the funds for purchase to be provided
from home, 16,000,000 1b of tea at 3 4 per 1b.
would sell for £2,400,000.,

which at the same assortment and at the
Fel last China pl‘ic.- would costeceee ‘1' 171’%7

G Add :11;:, eteceee __200,000
£1,371,367

This cost must be supplied (3v) either
by Silver or other exports sent out from hence or
by Certificates, or by Bills drawn from China.

If £700,000 of Silver is supposed to be
exported, it will yield a profit of £200,000
nearly, which is assumed on the following grounds.

The price of silver being 4 Sh. 11 d per o0z.,
the cost of a Dollar gent to China would be
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as followsi-
S d
Price of a Dollar )
at 4 sh.1lld per oz. ) 4-1- 'IB'B

Fr.ighto ses SBUPPOS@s s o OwO= ﬁ

4-1,-1%

The rate of Exchange in China is 5Si/6 d
the Dollar, and the idf difference between thwme
sums is 1She4d %00 per Dollar, or about 33 per
cent profit; which amounts on £700,000 to £220,000
But as it is understood that the cﬁineu deduct
2 per cent from the (»uk) price of our Dollar,
this sum would be reduced to £198,900; which gives
nearly the result before stated. It may perhap s,
be necessary to add that no allowance is here made
for Risk or Insurance. If it should be thought
right to include it, a p roportionate reduction
must be made in this profit, and an addition in
consequence to the Billsnecessary for completing
the investment. No charge is made for interest
on the silver sent out, because the sum of £700,000
necegsary for purchasing it, is made a chartc
upon every yearls estimate from March 1790 (3\3Vv)
The ot her exports are taken at £230,000, and a
profit is calculated on them of £30, mo re.

The Certicates of 25 ships amount
to ﬂm.OOO.

These sumg therefore stand as followsi~

( Silver ese 700’000
( Profit (on it) ... 200,000
Vide El H ( Exports eee 300,000
( Profits on Exports. 30,000
( Certificates on " . _125,000

1, 855,000

leavi a balance to be supplied by Bills of
ﬂ.ﬁ.wn,.
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The charges at home will be; (3uR)

Certificates “oe 126,000
Freight and Demurage ees 600,000
Customs on China Goods «se 40,000

Exports coe 300,000
Silver ess 700,000
Bills as above ses 16'57

£ 1,781,367

Which being deducted from
the sale amount above stated
at £ 2’400.000

1,781, 367

Leaves a surplus from
the China Trade of about.. 618,633

Add sale of silk, etces.. 200,000
£ 81633

The whole surplus would then stand thus:
India Trade... 1,210,000

China Trade... __ 818,633
£ 2,028,633

From this sum must be )

deducted the Company's ) 280,000
charges of Merchandize

on their whole trade about)

And the balance of interest
on their Bond, ete. beyond) 820,000
what they receive from )
Government, amounting to )

£ 600,000

Balance being the surplus

remaining at homeccccs. 1,428,633

Add profit on private Trade #40,000
Total £ 1,468,633
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H




\»wDoubts having however been stated with
respect to the future amount and prices of Teas

K4 to be sold we think it right to state the
difference which may arise in this surplus from

those circumstances.

If the amount of the sale should be
16 millionsg of Pound, but the prices be reduced
to those stated by your Deputy Chairman in his
papers on thig subject, the difference would be:-

If the amount sold
were only 12 millions
of Pounds but at the
present prices the
difference would beeec..

But if 12 millions only
are sold and at the
reduced prices, the
diff.r.m. wi b...ooo

So that the surplus
would vary according
to these supposi-
tion' from a utioooooo
to about..
or to about..

or lagtly to about..

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06
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133,000

150, 000

250,000

1' 460, 000
1, 330,000
1,810,000

1,210,000 (15R)
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Obgervations respecting the participation of
Government with the Company, submitted to the
Chai mman and the Deputy Chaimman.

By the Act of the 33rd, Geo 3rd, Calp.52,
Clauge 107.- It is enacted that the
ariging from the territorial acquisition and
revenues in Indla, qrtol,dcrnz:l the expenses
of collecting the same, shall be disposed of. In
the first place in defraying the charges and
expenses of ralsing and maintaining the forces
there as well Buropean xnd as native, military
and marine, etc. ete. Secondly, in payment of
the interest accruing on the doﬂt- owing or
which may be hereafter incurred, by the said
Company in India. Thirdly in defraying the Civil
and Commercial establishments at their several
settlements there. Fourthly that there shall be
issued to the regpective Commercial Boards in
India, a sum of not legs than one crore of current
rupees in every year, to be applied in the provi-
sion of the Cokpany's investment for goods in
India and in remittances to China.

By the 111 th Clause, it is enacted, that
during the continuance of the exclusive trade of
the East India Company the nett proceeds of their
cales of goods at home with the duties and
allowances arising by private trade, and all other
profits of the said Company in Great Britain, after
providing for the payment of Bills of Exchange,
already accepted by the said Company as the sgame
shall become due, and for the current payments
of other debts, interests and other outgoings,
charges and expences of the said Company (Their
Bond Debt always excepted) shall be applied and
disposed of in the following manner (tﬁht is to say)
first in payment of a dividend after the rate
of ten pounds per centum per annum on the present
or any future amount of the capital stock
of the said Company. Secondly in payment of

Scottish Record Offices GD 51/3/2v9
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£ 500,000 per annum, the dame to be set

apart on the lst March and the lst September,
half-yearly, in equal proportions and applied
in the discharge of Bills of Exchange drawn
or to be drawn in India, for the transfer or
remittance of the Debts of the said Company
from thence to Great Britain for the diminution
of such Debts, until the same shall be reduced
to Two Crores of current rupeess Thirdly in
payment of a sum not exceeding £ 500,000 in
every year into the receipt of Hig Majesty's
Exg:tlx;quor. etc., etc. for the use of the

Fu Ce

By the first of these clauses it is
directed that the nett revenues in India shall
furnish annually the sum of ( ) one crore
of current rupees, towards the provision of the
investment for England, and by the other the
nett balance of the Company's cash in England,
after making the appropriations and reservations
mentioned, is made subject, if equal thereto, to
the plﬁllnt of £ 500, per annum to the publiec.
As both these stipulations are contained in the
same Act of Parliament, 1t is reasonable to
suppose, when the revenuesg in India are unequal
to the supply mentioned for the purchase of
cargoes for Europe, that the annual payment to
the Public ghould also cease, even ghould thoé««-i-«
trends in England according to the Account unde
which Government may claim the same, show a sum
that may warrant such claim.

The account directed by the sald Act
to be made up in England annually, under which
the right of participation of Government, with
the Company is founded, being merely a casgh
Account, without any reference to the existing
Debts of the Company either in England, or in
India, at the period of its being balanced, it must
necessarily be geen, that a Loan in India applied
to the purchase of invegtment for Europe, w:.gl
operate in the same manner, upon this cash Account
in England, as if a sum to a like amount, had
been supplied by the surplus revenues of India,
and show a balance which Government would have
an undoubted right to claimj If the letter of
the Act, should be construed to have been the
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intention of the Legisglature, at the time it
was passed into a Law, but it never can be
contondod.“that a principle so unjust, could be
intended be sanctioned by Parliamentary
Authority, It therefore » appears evident

that the right of participation, was intended
to be founded, in the first instance upon the
stipulated supply of a crore of rupees annually
from the revenues of India, being so applied,
and in the second, upon the balance of cash in
England, nmltégs therefrom, showing a surplus
after paying £ ;000 per annum towards the
reduction of the Debts in Indla etc., ete. So
long as the Company benefited by the revenues
of Indin‘l to the amount of £ 500,000 per annum,
beyond the sum they were directed to gay in
Bngland, towards the liguidation of the Debts

in India, it was reasonable that the Public should
participate in this benefit, as soon as the Funds
in England warranted such partieipation ( )

and perhaps the Account in question was a

proper criterion, to determine the capability

of the Company upon this point, but when the
situation of the Funds in India was changed and
money was borrowed for the purchase of the
investments for Burope, the surplus funds in
England as shown in the said Cash Account, ought
not to be abk claimed by Government, but should
be appropriated to extinguish those Debts in
India from which the said funds in England
originated.

In my opinion, therefore, if any doubt
remains as to the propriety of the preceding
construction of these clauses of this Act of
Parliament, a Bill should be brought in to
prevent any eclaim of the Publie, upon the surplus
Punds of the Company in England, until the sums
owing by the Company in England, amntiX for Bills
of Exchange and the Debts in India bearing interest
ghall be reduced to the amount owing at the
time of passing the sald Act of the 33rd, 38rd Geo,
Chapt 52 (say £ 9,400,000) and until a surplus
revenue in India lh«l.li be applied to the purchase
of Investment for Europe to the amount of £ 500,000
per annum, beyond the sum to be paid in England,
towards the liguidation of the Debts in India.
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Dear 8ir,

It has often occurred to me in looking
over the Indian Accounts that the Debt appears
to have increased more rapidly than was congistent
with the annual statements of revenue and charge
and my surprise on this subject has increased
since I have fouad it maintained on the part of
the Company, that more value has been sent to
India since 17938 than has been received from
thence in the shape of investment during the
same period.

I cannot but think that if thig assertion
is correct, there must be some falacy in these
annual statements, considered with reference to
the debt; a circumstance deserving 1nvut1’ation,
since, if the debt shall now materially differ
from the amount of the sum which ought to be owing,
according to the annual accounts of revenue
and charge, all calculations on the probable
state of the Company's affairs at any future day,
founded on the bagis of such accounts, must
obviously be illusory.

The whole of the money borrowed in India ( )
must have been applied either in defraying the
excepds of the charges (including the interest A”
payable in each year on the debt then eiisting)
above the revenue, or in investment; or it must
remain in some shape or other as assets in the
hands of the Indian Government; or it must have
been applied in payments not included in the annual
statements of charge.

The sum thus to be accounted for *between
the 30th April 1788 and the 30th April 1806 amounts
to £ 23,5643,830%%

The deficiency of the Indian revenue to meet
the charges during the same period, including
interest, amountsg by the annual accountsg to
£ 2,831,665%%+

John Ryland' g Library, Manchester:
Eng. M3.680/805/ A~ E

This sum includes the sum purchased by the Comn.luiontrJ
of the Binking Fund, which is also included in
the Assets.

See Appendix 'A'
See Appendix 'B'
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It being maintained on the part of the
Company that India has received supplies since
1793 which more than cover the Advances made
there for investment since that year, I shall
consider the Balance between the two countries
as even from 17638 to 1806, and take no credit
for investment as forming any part of the debt
of which we are now speaking.

The increase of assets on the 30th ( )
of April 1806 from 1793 appears to be £ 11,682,156*%
making with the deficiency of revenwe already
stated, the sum of £ 14,518,820%*

If we take thig sum from the increased
debt £ 23,543,830, there will remain to be
.ccount.d for £ 9.0&,0109.-

e neEe,
14, 513,820
@ £ 28,543,830
14,513,820
'513561633

Not having the Budget accounts from 1793
at hand to refer to, I cannot state the amount
of the "Commercial charges not added to the
Invoices"; ***but taken at £ 200,000 per annum
a high avera-ge, they would amount to £ 2.800,600
for the 13 years.

##* Note.- I take the Commerdial Charges into
account here as having contributed
to the Debt, as I do not apprehend
it to be contended on the part of
the Company that the remittances to
India were suificient to cover thege
as well as the investment. I conceive
credit to have been taken for the
Military Payments made at home, in

ttl}o :c:gunttgn::f for gh:' purpose
T iphol stating e ance between
* See Appendlx 'C{g;.1.nd and India.
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It appears by Lord Casfiereagh's speech
of 19th July 1804, that one payment of £ 500,000
has been made to the Public and that an old
incumbrance on the Carnatic of £ 1,200,000 has
been paid off since 1793, which must therefore
be deducted from the apparent increase of
Debt, not having been, I presume, included in
the amount of Debt gtated as existing in 1793¢.

Credit being given for these three sums,
the Balance unaccounted for will be £ 4,730,010%+

£ 2,600,000
500, 000
1,200,000

£ 4,300,000

£ 9,080,010
4, 300,000

£ 4,730,010

and by this sum, as appears to me, (if the invest-
ments and mﬁpnu from and are taken to have
balanced each ( ) other) any calculation that
could have been made in 1793 of the future state
of the Company's affairs in 1806 by a person who
could have foreseen to a rupee the revenue and
charge of every intemediate year must have
proved erroneous.

III.

Yours  (Signed) G. Holford
Ryde, Nove 4, 1808

Centre for Policy Studies

But queere, whether the payments composing this sum
of £ 1,200,000 have not formed part of the charge
stated in the years in which they were respectively
made - in this case they are included in the excess
of charge already stated. (They have not)
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Appendix ‘A’

Increase of Debt in India from 30th April 1793
to 30th April 1806

D.bt in Lpﬂl 1805 sel 31'515.495

In April 1793 . 7,971,665

Inc rease of Debt in 1806 28,548,830 ( )
Appendix 'B'

Comparison between the Annual Revenue and the Annual
Charge in India (including the Interest payable in
each Year) from 1798/4 to 1805/6.

1798 .+« £ 1,662,819
1794 b B 1.3%’ w5

17856 .e 872,943

1796 .o 406, 943
1797 o ot .o £ 118,746
lm LN} LN L J 607’ gw
1799 .o .e o 390,081
1800 e & e 1,139,451
1801 e o0 ee 437,675

1802 LA 940,809
1803 L e .o 1’ 428.075
1804 ' oe PO 537’ 851
18086 - ) ee 2,391,505
5,269,819 8,101,484
5,269,819
Balance@ececses 2.881.665

Increase of Assets in India between 30th April
17¢3 and 30th April 1806
Assets on 30th April 1806 £ 20,021,517
on 30th April 1783 8,330,362
11,682,156
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The article of Assets in 1806 is taken
from Appendix No.21 to the Accounts lalid before
the House of Commons in July 1807. The Debt
redeemed by the Sinking Fund is included in thege
Assets. I obgerve however that it will not
appear by reference to No.1l6 of those Accounts
to be exactly the same sum with that mentioned
in the printed statements drawn up by Mr. W.
nor do the sums of the Debt in Account 16 exactly
agree with that statement.®.y tha reason of 7
the difference.

The Assets of 1798 are taken from Lord
Castlereagh's printed speech of July 1804.

(Accounted for by a difference of exchange)
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sene Trade and the lh.‘lpl fitted out by the
English at Ostend, the difference is not above
two per cent in favour of the Americans, vide
No.4*

No insurances Ivever made in this country
on thoge Cladestine ships are recoverable in our
Courts of Law, which is a disadvantage. They
algo until lately found great difficulty in
procuring good seam but as our Bnglish seamen**
go wherever they are best pald and sure of continued
employ, Ostend is now become well peopled with
that most useful set of men, and this is one of
the worse of the many bad effects which England
suffers by this Trade (and the seamen with it)
being transferred to Ostend.

This Clandestine Trade will no doubt continue
its progress in the same proportion at least as the
consump tion of Buropean Exports increases in India***
unless our Government use measures to bring it
into Britain, which they certainly may do completely
if they see it propers These Exports@ being
composed grineipdlr of Military and Marine Stores
are also low priced, and exceed those of the
Foreign Companies in value merely on account of
the larger quantity of Copper, Woollens, etc.
Bnglish Exports.

Private Trade

By the most correct ecalculation that has
as yet been found of the Private hgertl (vide
Appendix 5 and 6)% it appears that the Adventures

John Ryland Library, Manchester: Eng.MSS.933. Page 3

British seamen by thig Trade transferred to Gstend.

The whole of this increasing Trade could with easebe
brought to Britain.

Quality of these exports

Amount of the private adventures carried out
in our ships.

Dbharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org




on each ship for the last ten years ending
in 1790 for India exclusive of China, must
have amounted on the regpective voyages as

followsi~

To Indla voyage undefined «.£ 24,000
Coast and Bay es 24,000
Bombay .o 20,000
Bombay and Bencoolen «e 20,000
St. Helena and Bencoolen «. 18,000
Coast and China es 14,000
Bombay and China .o 12,000

St Helena, Bencoolen
and China .o 8,000
5t. Helena and China .o 5,000

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org
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Estimate of the future Produce of the
Trade and Revenuesg of the East India
Comp any

-

The revenucrs of Bengal on an average

of the last three years have amounted

to £ 5,660,586; but by the estimate

for the year ending in April last (on

account of the expected decrease in

the Revenue from salt, etec.) they

are supposed to mun‘: only to ook 5,055,640

The land revenues of Madras including
the Guntoor Circar, have not hitherto
roduced 22 Lacs of Pagodas; in 1789/90
They are estimated for 1761/2 at |
Ps.26,57,988; But the revenue estimates
at Madras have always been too high.
I shall take the amount at Lacs...22
“hdd’ from the Nabobescessossnee 9

RaJahecoevsnsencccvcvcnsnocvvsnnes

Pagodas Lacs ~ or 1,400,000

The revenues of Bombay on an average
of 3 years, have amounted TOeececcccess 151,764
£ 3,57,404

Districts ceded by Tippoo to the
Britigh Governmen Pu&m.]ﬁ,ﬁbu.... M

Annual Revenues. 7,134,110

Sharges

The charges of the Bengal Covernment
in 1788/9 amounted to £ 3,183,250,
But as the sales of salt are taken at
so low a sum in the above estimate
the charges or rather the advances
for the manufacture, should be taken
at a less sum« The Bengal estimate
for 1791/2, inecluding the pay of (186)

John Ryland Library, Mancheser: BEng.MSS.938/pp.185-195
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Amy on its present Esgtablishment

of 10 Companies to a native

Battalion instead of 8, the

Peace Establighment gives the

charges for the year £ 8,011,637,

But there are some charges which

I apprehend must be stated too

lowe On a Peace Establishment

therefore, the expences may be

supposed to amount toesseee e 8,000,000

At Madras the charges have always

hitherto exceeded the revenues,

and the accounts are not sufliciently

clear to ascerfain the actual expense

of any one year; as near as I can

estimate, charges appear to

have been from 36 37 Lacs per

annum, or thereabouts. I ghall

therefore suppose them to amount

to m Lacgy OTvecencce e 1,500,000

The Bombay Government had not
completed their Military Peace
Establishment before the commence-
ment of the War, and then they
oxceeded ite The additional expense,
however, incurred in 1789/90, was
not great, as they had mo intimation
of the War before the 14th April
1790, and therefore could not have
made much preparation previous to
80th of that monthe I shall for
that reason take the enses of
that year as the probable future

Qh‘f‘.‘n-oooon-o.a-o-o-co oo 557,100
Bencoolen and Pinang about oo 50,000

Charges «.£ 5,107, 110
Revenues ag before statedeccecess o 7.13‘1 110

Surplus Revenuei- 2,027,000

This computation leaves therefore a surplus
of £ 2,027,000; but in this, no payment is included
from the Rajah of Travancore, as his present subgidy
is only settled to continue during the Ware On the
other hand, the newly acquired countries are (187
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supposed to produce the sums at which, they are
stated in the treaty, and no allowance is made
for the expenses of their Civil Government and
the collection of the revenues, which will
certainly increase the general total of charges
in some degree, if the Military Establishment
should not be necegsarily increaged on account
of those territories.

Taking however the nett revenues at....£ 2,000,000
uk

There will be to be deducted from

them, the iterest of the Debts -

which on 30th April 1791 amounted

to £ 529,624, and as more money

has been bormowed, will in the

course of the year, not fall short

of £ 600,000-~ The Debt bearing

interest on 30th April 1791 was.. 6,320,444
and may probably on 30th April

amount to £ 7' ,000. If this

sum should be funded at 8 per

Gmt. the 1nt."’t UOIﬂ.d DBescsssk 550,000
at?per CoNtevsvsscsnsssssesssne M,OOO
gtﬁp.r CceNtescsscssssssscsssonnne 480,000

But as it can scarcely be expected
that a reduction to so large an
extent as fom 5-1/8 at Bombay,
and 8 at Bengal, and Madrasz to

€ per cent gince money has been
bormowad in 1791/2 at 12 per cent
can be made immediately or at
least until the country has
remained in quiet for two or three
yearse I take the largest

amount in taking this estimate .e 560, 000

There will remain for investment,
payment of Commercial charges, atce +o£ 13 440,000

The sales of imports in India have
not hitherte amouanted to £ 300,000
icr annum, exceptin the last year
790/91, and then a considerable
quantity of stores expended for
the use of the Amy 1s included.

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org




R4

The general av:rzgo {:rt
some years past is abou
£ 860,’000 o’i' £ 280,000, suppose ook 280,000

There would be for the invest-
ment and to pay off debts .o 1,720,000

(188) The greatest guantity of
goods shipped from India in any
one year for the last five years
was in 1790/91, and amounted to
£ 1,211,602; But in thisg year
there was no charge from Bencoolen
for which about £ 10,000 or

£ 15,000 ghould perhaps be
addede It appears however that
this prime cost of goods would
be sufficient for an annual sale
amounting to £ 2,500,000. To
which the India goods in the two
last years have nearly amounted
(viz. in 1790 £ 2,408,684, and
1791 £ 2,441,594). e prime
cost of ‘:he goods so seld in
1790 1 stated by Mr Richardson
at £ 1,111,562, and in 1781 &t

£ 1,077,600

Taking therefore the prime cost

of goods from India tc be

annually, shipped for BEurope at... 1,200,000

and the commercial charges ate.... _ 120,000 3,320,000

There would then remain to pay
off Debts, or to answer
contingencies 1if any should
arige which are not allowed

for, or if defalcation

should take place in the revenues .e 400, 000
In taking the investment at .s 1,320,000
and the sales of Europe goods at oo 280,000

There is supposed to be surplied
from the revenrueg to Commercisl
purposes ve K 1,040,000
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dtate of the Trade

The disadvantageous tems at which the
goods in India were purchased and the high rate of
freight for several years after the conclusion
of the War in 1784, reduced the profits on India
goods to little or nothing: and it is only during
the years 1780 and 1791, that the profits have
been congiderable.

In 1790, the India goods

sold amounted tOeess. Y 2,403,684
prime

Their mxkxaks cost .... £ 1,111,552

Charges of Customs,
freight & merchan-

dl.‘,n‘.o.lo-....o..-o-o. -M
2,079,664
Profiit on ¢00dl sold in 17804000 e 324,03)

In 1791, the goods sold amounted
to...---.--o.oo.ooocoon-o.-og’“l’m

Prime Cogtececes 1’077’601.
Charges of custom

freight and

merchandise +++s _962,767 2,030,368

Profit on goods sold in 1791eccccsce 411,626
Two yearss £ 785,656
Average: £ 367,827

The China goods/

sold in 1790 ) 2,687,571

amounted to )

Their prime )

cost & charges )

of customs, ) 2,114,866

freight & )

merchandise te )

Profit on China Goods
1“ 1790-.-........-.......1. 572,705
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China goods ) 2,699,589
sold in 1791 )

Their prime )
cost and charges)

of customs, ) 2,144,795
freight and )
merchandl se )

Profit on China Goods

in 1791leccccovncsscssscsnnccs %
’ L)

AVerag@eesess &8. 729
Profit on an average of two years 931,587

(190) Besides this, the profit on
goods and bullion exported to China
may be expected to produce £ 100,000
or £ 160, per annum, but as the
rate of exchange at which the value
of the cargos from China is stated
decreasesy, the apparent profit on
exports will also decrease,

tmn‘ it Blessssssvsnsane oo 1 00.000
£ 1,031,5087
Besides thig, the profit ones rivate
trade at home amounts to £ 60,000
Or‘ 70.0‘” per ANNliMe sssssssse e oo w.wo
£ 1,091,587
out of this would be to be
ald dividends on stock
per cent on 5 millions
400,000
If 2 millionsof Bonds |
could be kept in
the market at 3’0.0.0 60.000
And 2 millions of
the other debts
funded at 3§% ececcces 70,000 180,000 5w.°0°
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Net proceeds from the trade,)
after paying dividends and ) oo
interest on £ 4,000,000 )

From this should be deducted
as appertaining to the Trade-

The Commercial
charges in India
lh“t..to.to.octo £ 1.20,000

The charges of
st‘ H.lm...l... m

NHet gains
(181)

Leneral Besult

If the foregoing computationg can

be depended upon the General

Result is that a net revenue may

be expected from the Rocoigta

in India after paying £ 560,000

per annum for interest, which

will amount tosssccoceccne oe

That the Trade according to the

falls in 1790 and ¢1 will after
payable the dividends at 8

per cent, and allowing interest

on £ 4,000,000 half at 3, and

half at 3§ per cent after

defraying commercial charges

in India, yield a surplus of .o

Deducting from this for the

contingent charges of recruits,

King's troops, ete. incurred

in England prope rty to be

charged against the revenue .o

The apzncablo surplus both from
Trade & Revenue may bessese oo
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561,557

£ 424,557

1,440,000

414,557
1,854,557

2704000

1,684,557
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Of this I have supposed to be

left in India to answer

contingencies, and pay of such

floating debts as may be necessary .o 400,000

To be realised at home..X 1,284,557

0f which from the revenues of India,
£ 1,0”.000 or d.ﬂlcting £ 170,000
for expences of recruits, etce.

incurred at homessscccesvens oo 870,000

Net revsau proceeds of Trade .o 414, 557
1,284,557

(182)* A

(198)

Remarks on Mr. Smith's Letter
of 27fh April 1792 and on Mn
Baring's Statements.

Mr. Smith's obgervation that not more
than 120 Lacs of rupees had been applied to
Investment in one year in India agrees with my
statement.

He obgerves that China Goods are not to be
purchased much if at all under 1§ million sterling
reckoning the Fall at 7 She8ds The average of
1790/91 given in my statement is prime cost
£ 1,447,144, being £ 52,856 less than 1§ million
(M Baring estimates £ 1,400,000).

Mr. Smith obgerves that the sale pf plece
goods may decresase whenever Foreign Agents relax in
thelr purchagese This has already been the cage
in the late sales occasioned by the troubles on
the Continent.

M Smith supposes that not more than goods
to the amount of £ 4, y000 or 4,900,000 per annum

*Page 192 blank
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can be sold at the outgide. On the average

of 1790/91, £ 5,116,398 were solde And in the
last half yearly nio (which is the least) goods
to the amount of £ 2,289,622 were sold, which

is only £ 6,000 less than March sale 1791.

(Mr. Baring seems to think that the sales may
be increased) (194).

To the 2nd question, Mn Smith
::lku the cha .:o ol(xith; gglpany‘ 8
es to amoun ncluding
B mmt.’........-ooo e ].,700,000

In my statement there is allowed

for charges congisting of

Customs, freight and other

@XpP@NEeS cevvovrsnssrse 1,5‘3.115 L

Rﬂmit.. @tCe scsvcvcns _m._m ] a]a ]]§

But Mr. Smith's computation being made
on the &poduu of the Company selling
only 4, ,000 or 4,9@,000 and the
above on a sale of £ 5,100, accounts
for the excess (Mn lnrl&otuku the
same charges at £ 1,770,000).

3rd question: To complete the returning
cargos from India and pay commercial
chargese Mr. Smith supposes 130 Lacs
of CeRse £ 1,300,000 will be wanted.
This sum is allowed in my statement:

From Revenue £ 1,040,000

Exports 280,000
1,320,000

With regard to the means or pfoviding the
cargos in China, I have not fommed my estimate.
But if the sale be valued at 7 Sh.1d for 7 Sh.3d
as in Mr~ Smith's paper for the purchage of China
goodsy, the export goods which may amount to
£ 600,000 would produce at this valuation £ 700,000, (185)
The remainder of the prime cost of £ 1,500,000
or £ 800,000 must of course be supplied by Bullion
exported, by Bills on the Court of Directors and
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by such supplies from India as it may be found
p racticable to send thithen

Mre Smith supposes Mr. Baring supposes
goods stores & bullion .. 1,500,000 goods
Blllgeceo 0G0 ortedee. 855,000

a
2,200, Ballione. .. 400’000
1,255,

Bills & Certificates: %,QQQ
To India & China £ 1,730,000

Mr Smith supposes that not more than 60 Eacs
can be conveniently spared from the revenues of
India for the purposes of Investment. Thisg must of
course depend on the success of the arrangements
respecting the Debts in Indla, and the sum it will
be necessary to applyannually in liquidation of
thoge Debts in Indlas Mmr Baring leaves 81 Lacs to
be supplied from revenues besides 13 Lacs for
commercial chargese

With regard to the Debts at
home on the lst scpt-buxhl.m,

by M» Smith's statement they were .. 5,972,000
nﬂatln‘ Debt oe M
8,472,000

On the 1lst March 1782 thege amounted to 8,258,878
Difference being an increase 213,122

vhich probably arises from the Trangfer of part
of the Indlia Debt.
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Dear sir,

I send you a few obgervations on the
alteration which has taken place since 1792 in India
in the proportion borne by our income to the
charges affecting it, for the purpose of bring-
ing uander your consideration the expediency of
endeavouring (with a view to the invesgtigation
of the causes of this unfavourable change) to
examine the growth of the Military expences more
in detail than is done in the printed statements
now p repared.

It appears that the incompetency of the
whole annual receipt in India to meet the
cgondﬁtun, does not arise from any decay or
falling off in any of our fommer sources of Income,
(which are on the contrary much improved) but
from an increase of Civilland Military charges,
which, with the interest of a large Debt cantracted
within the period to which the printed statements
relate, has changed the Balance of the Company's
annual accounts from a surplus of above a million
sterling in to a deficiency of more than that sum.

( ) The revenue of the possessiong held
by the Company in 1792 appear to have been augmented
since that time from £ 6,300,698(A) (the average
of the 4 first years of the period commencing with
1792) to the sum of £ 8,399,871 (the estimated
produce of 1807) being an increase of £ 2,099,172(B).~

(A) Revenue of Company's former

possessions:

1792/ 3 «e£ 5,985,026

1798/4 oo 6,800,466

1794/6 oo 6,538,628

1795/6 ve 6,319,679
4. 25,202, 799

£ 6,300,699

John Ryland’' s Library, Manchester:
Eng. MS.680/853/ A~ F
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(B) £ 8,399,871
6,300,699

£ 2,099,172

The Civil and Marine charges during the
same period have grown from £ a,aqim (C) to
£ 8,711,415 being an increase of £ 1,267,147 (D).~

(8) Civil and Marine Charges:

1792/3 oo£ 2,886,773
17934 e 2' 412’ 545
1794/5 es 2,400,913
1795/6 .o 2,616,842
4. 9,817,073

2,454,268

(D)e Estimate Civil & Marine
charges for 1807/8:-
£ 3,711,415

2, 454,268
1,257, 147

The increase of Revenue therefore exceeds
the increase of Civil and Marine Charge by £ 842,025(R)
and by this sum the annual surplus of the terri-
torial revenue in India would have been augmented
if the Military expences had remained stationary.-

(E) oo 2,099,172
1,267, 147

842,026

Thisg latter branch of the expenditure has
however grown so enormously during the period under
consideration as to exc@ed in its increase the net
increase of the sums annually received from
subsidies and congquered countries by above a million. )

The increase of the Military expenses
in 1807/8 beyond the average expenses of 1792/3
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and the three succeeding years, &s no leas

a sum than £ 4,139,587 (A) while the additioen

to our annual receipt from subgidiary payments
and conquered countries at the end of the same
period as is only £ 8,086,481 (B). The excess
therefore of the increase in the annual Military
charge is £ 1,108,506%.~

(A) Military Charges

1792/3 . .‘ 8. 490.585
1793/4 es 8,361,837
1794/5 .o 3,409,598
1798/6 ee 8,622,546
4. 18,874,567
3,468,641

Estimated charge of 1807/8 £7,608,628

3,468,641

Increase of Military Expen. 4,139,987

(B) Receipts from Subsidy, etec.
1792/38 e 1,718,670
1795/ 4 ee 1,348,126
l?wg e 1’ 853’&1';’
1795/ oo 1,41

4 5,525,570
1,457, 144

Estimated Receipts from subgidy, etc.

in 1807/8 4,493,625
1,457, 144

Increase of Susidy,etc. 3,036,481
4,139,987

There is also an excess in the annual expenditure
for Buildings and Fortifications in 1807 over
the avers:go of 4 years beginning with 1792/8 of
about £ $0,000.
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Upon the first view of this statement, a
suspicien naturally arises that we have made
imp rovident arrangements as to the temms on which
we have engaged to fumish subgidiary troops
or have added territories to our dominions the
protection of which occasions a Military charge
exceeding the net income received from them.
It 15 however withamk evident that the increased
Military expence is not wholly referrable to
the changes which have taken place in our relations
with the Native Powers since 1792, for an increase
to the amount of £ 688,416 (A) above the average
of the 4 years on wtucﬁ the calculations in this
paper are made, appears in 1796/7, a period at
which I do not find any material alteration ( )
since 1782, either in our subgidiary engagements
or in the <« A" of our territory; and a further
increase of £ 889,400 appears in the next year
1797/8, making an excess in the Military expenditure
of tha‘: year over and above the average already
alluded to of £ 1’087,813 (B)e=

(A) The Military charge
of 17%/7 WAE seene £ " 107’057

Average of Military
charge for 4 years
ag stated beforec... 3!“8’641

638,418

i

(B) The Military Charge
of 1797/8 wageeseoos £ 4,505,454

Avera ge as aboves.. 8,468,641
1,037,813

It is possible that some addition to the
Military Establighment may have been in progress
towards the end of the year 1787/8, in consequence
of the additional subsidy to be pald to the Company
from Qude under Lord Teignmouth's Treaty; and some
expence was probably incurred in that year by
precautionary measures and movements of troops
on our part connected with the dangers to be
app rehended from Vizier Ally and Zemaun Shahy but
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the operation of these causes must have been
confined to Bengal, whereas a very large
proportion of the increaged expence appears in
the Madras Accounts. It might be useful, in
tracing the causes of the magnitude of our
military expences, to distinguish how much of
the increase of charge in these two years was
owing to movements of troops or other measures
of a temporary and ( ) occasional nature;
and how k much arose either from an addition
to our establishment or from an increased expence
on account of the same establishment.

It seems indeed impossible to draw any
material conclusions from a comparison of the
whole amount of the Military Charge in different
years either ag to the cause of increase, or as
to the prospect of reduction; but it would in my
judgment throw congiderable light upon these
subjects 1f we could separate the expences of
military movements, of increased allowances, of
the firgt levy of (.‘.o:g-. the extraordinary expendi-
ture of stores, and all other expences arising
out of wars or rumours of wars, from the ordinary
pay and expences of the Armmy. On comparing the
amount of these articles as now estimated with
the average Military charge for the 4 years
mentioned above, adverting at the same time to
the increase of our Military establishment
since that period, we should discover what
portion of the increased expence may have arisen
from a more expensive system in the constitution
of the Amy, and what from actual additionsg ( )
to the qmu:':ul of force; and should we proceed
to congider and decide what portion of the
additional force must be kept in a peace establish-
ment, a calculation might be formed of the
reduction* which may eventually be expected to
take place in that branch of expence, whenever
the present alarm of the invasion of India
by the French shsll have subsgided.

It cannot be expected that the whole of this reduction
can take place as soon as the alamm of external danger
shall have subljected; since considerable difficulties
and delays will be occasioned in the details of this

reduction by the manner in which the Amy is
consgtituted.

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org

4




O

We should also be enabled to see how
much of the increased pemanent Military
charge will have grown out of the increase of
subgsidiary payments, or of territory sesuring
accruing to the Company within the last 8 or ®
years.

I am however very doubtful whether any ap
approach can be made to the separation which
I am suggesting from the accounts in this
country, nor do I write this with much confidence
in the correctness of my view of the subject;
until therefore we have an oppotunity of
conferring personally upon these points, I
remain,

Yours truly,
(8igned) G« Holford

Ryde
October 26th 1808
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Dear 3ir,

gince I wrote last I have been looking
into that part of the printed statement which
relats to the Civil Expenditure in the Company's
old possessions, and it does not appear to me
that the expences of that description afford any
ground on which an expectation of material reduction
can reasonably be founded, or that they furnish
much matter of surprise or complaint.

I stated in my former letter that the
increase of Civil and Marine Charge in the
Estimate of 1 807/8 over the average of the
four years commencing with 1782/3 amounted to
£ 1,267,147, which sum is composed of the
following excesses at the several Presidenclesi-

At Bengal ee K 429, 310
at Madras oe 647, 233
at Bombay .o 180,604

1,257, 147

The excess of £ 429,310 at Bengal' 1is
the difference between the aggregate of the charges
in the estimate for 1807, and that of/the averagei( )
for the four years, but as some of the heads
of charge in the estimate are lower than they are
in the average, the excess in thoge articles in
which an increase of expence has occurred, taken
by themselves, amounts to a larger sum, Vviz.,
£ 611,860 of which the particulars are as follows:~

* Post Office «o £ 13,164
Lh Bmm e 112’028
*e% Civil Chﬂ.r‘.. ) 173,%8
% @ Adawluts and Police .. 207,048
:._d‘-’ Marine os 7’?;3

(+v) Customs 9. 16, 7
LAY Salt L 66.440
Lky) Stamps .e 10,904
611,860

Joha Ryland Library, Manchester:
Bng. M$S. 680/854/ A=K
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*Pogt Office
1782/3 .
1798/ 4 .e
1794/5 .e
1795/6 .o

G

Estimate for 1807/8
Deduct average as above..

£ 18,307
18, 199
19,306
21,403
223854

19, 310

LN 3

£ 32,480
18,316

Post Office increase..l13,164

**Benaras
179”3 e
1?9w4 L]
1794/5 .o
1795/6 oo

4e

Bstimate afor 1807/8
Deduct average

£ 42,940
36,763
32,892
49,274

160,869
40,217

Benaras Increase..

###Civil Charges

17¢2 .e
1793 .o
1794 ve
1795 .o
4

£284,637
261,204
266,097
331, 429

1,148,407

285,864

Centre for Policy Studies

Estimate for 1807
Deduct average

Increase..

@Adawluts and Police
1792

1793 o £31" 766
1794 e ﬁo, 418
1795 .o 390, 183
X% 2 Ry
4. 1,065,367

266, 341

Estimate for 1807
Deduct average

Inc rease..

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06

£152,245
40,217
112,028

£464,232
285,864

178, 368

£473, 389
266, 341

207,048
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#See however an observation farther on upon this head,
by which 1t will appear that the excess on Adawlut and
Police should be taken on an average of 4 years
commencing with 1798, there having been no expence
incurred on that head in 1792 - in that case the
excess will be reduced by above £ 100,000.




(£)Marine

1792
1793
1794
1795

.. £ 60,959
.s 63,965
ee 67,128
c+ 61,109
4. 253,161

53,290

Egtimate for 1807

Deduct average

(&) Customs

1782
1793
1794
1796

£ 12,663
LR 10’851.
.o 10,984
L 3.650

4. 438,148

10,787

Estimate for 1807 g
Deduct average IREIruXEs.. %,
104

(*) 5alt

1782
1783
1794
1795

ceff 70,561

Increase.. __,___3,936

ek 27.434

Increase

P 4 340' 162
LR 338’ 433
.o 344.254
ee 354,612

4. 1,367,521
341!880

Estimate for 1807
Deduct average

(**)3tamps

cof 408,320
ee 341,880

Increasge.. 66,440

Estimate for 1807
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Of these the increase in the Post 0ffice
Department 1s s0 small that it does not require
any observation, especlally as there 1s an increase
in the receipt under that head to a much larger
amount. The increase also in the Benares Charge
is probably capable of explanation as a very
large augmentation appears to have taken place
in the revenue derived from that quartere I
obgserve that the receipt under ( ) the head
Benares for 1807 is estimated at £ 106,038
above that of the precoding year.

The excess in Civil Charges is very large,
but this espence must bs expected to be in some
degree affected by the general enlargement of the
Empire and by the extension of our foreign relations.
There are probably some new Residencies since 1792.
This Head of Expence must also from the number
of charges which it embraces be subject to great
fluctuations. A Mission to a quarter where we have
no regular rqgreuntatiu oa a particular
occasion (such for instance as an Bmbassy to
Persgia or Ava) or the reception of an Ambassador
will raise it many thousand pounds. The Head
of Civil Charges ought however to be regularly
and minutely examined* in this country as it includes
the only branch of expence, which cannot be
effectually checked and controuled in India, vize
the Durbar Charges: every occasional expence of
any magnitude uld be noticed in the digpatches
home, and full reasons should be given for every
material addition to the charge of the ordinary
parts of the Egtablishment. (

* Perhaps an anoual investigation by a Committee of
the Directors on the subject of Durbar Charges and
a report of observations thereupon, would be the
most effectual way of keeping these accounts and
expences on a shtisfactory footing. It is surprising
that no annual examinatiocn of the Indian Accounts
appears to be gone into at the India House with
a view to the transmigsion to the different
Presidencies abroad of the opinions and remarks
of the Court of Directors on the different heads
of charge in each year; the expence of particular
articles iz observed upon occasionally in the
Letters which relate to thoge articles, but no
general view of any head of charge is taken.
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The apparent magnitude of the increase
in the estimate of 1807 under the head"Adawluts
and Police} is partly owing to the circumstances
of there having been no such head of charge
in the firgt year oi the series, on which the
averages in this paper have been drawn. If we
take for our comparigson the average of the 4
first years in which this expence existed,
beginning with 1798/4 instead of 1792/8, the
excess of 1807/8 will only amount to £ 101,425
(instead of £ 207,048) an addition which will
probably be accounted for by new Police Estab-
lishmentg.-

1793 «o£ 314,766
1?“ b 350 ’ ‘18
1795 .o 390,183

1796 ve 422,491

4. .L.‘I.B?'Bﬁ

371,964
Bltillatl for 1807 s K ‘78’ 389
Deduct D 2 871,964
Corrected Exceeds . 101,425
Excess as first stated .. 207,048
As corrected oo 101, 425
Diff.“m. "e 105,623

The addition under the head "Marine" is
too trifling to deserve notice; and that on the
"Customsg" is accompanied by a large increase of
revenue, and is probably therefore occasioned by
an increase of actual business. A similar
observation applies to the "Charges and Advances
on Salt", which, must, I presume, be expected
to grow with the magnitude of the salt concem.

The "Stampsg" are a new head of Charge
since the years on which the averagesin were
taken, and have a corresponding mdpt#- $=">

It geems therefore to be unreasonable
to expect reductions to any former standards
in the aggregate charge. The whole increase, etc.
after deductiog the excess of the expences of
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the Post Office, Customs, Salt, and Stamps, and
adjusting that under the head Adawluts, by congaring
it with the average of the first years in whic

the charge occurs, instead of be;innig, with

1792, amounts to no more than £399,042%; and
reasons may be stated to account for at least

a part of the additional expence in regard to each
of the articles on which taken together, this

sum has arigen. It should be remembered in
respect to the Bengal charges that considerable
ret renchments have been already made at that
Presidency to bring the expences down to their
present level.

*Post Office . £ 18,164
Cl.l.toll ee 16’6‘?
Salt e 66,440
Stamps .. 10' 904

Difference between

excess above stated

under Head "Adawluts

and Police" and the

excess taken on the
cormt.d I.V.rag...-..mﬁlﬁﬂa

The increase of charge on the Madras
Establishment taken on the same comparison with
that adapted in respect to Bengal amounts to

(*)£ 647,234, under the following heads:

**post Office eee £ 18,595
##%Civil and Judicial .. 441,128
@Revenue sos 184,772
Z Duteh Settlements «ee 7,789
347, 234
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(*) Madras whole charge

1792 e £ 418,191
1793 .o 304, 345
1794 v'e ml’ 924
1766 . 79

Egtimate for 1807
Deduct
Increase of charge

** Post Office

1792 ee £ 8, 347
1783 .e 8,499
i S
.o 11,511
‘. ﬂ
w

Estimate for 1807

Deduct

Excess in Post Office
¢¢+* Civil and Judicial
1762 «o £ 137,409

1793 .o 120,870
1794 .. 128.284

1795 .o lﬂﬁ, 318
4. 512,881
128,220
Estimate for 1807
Deduct
Excess
@ Revenue

1792 oof 272,435
1798 e 264,976
1794 s 164,239

242,124

17956 .o
e 1, 043! 774
260,943
Estimate for 1807
Deduct
Excess
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. 398,603
34,1233

se K 23,03‘

s 9,439
e 43,595
«e £ 569,348

.. 441,128

oo X 445.?15
.o 260, 943

e 184,772
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(£) Dutch Settlements

Egtimate of charge on
acecount of Dutch
Settlements in 1807 solk 7,789 ( )

Of these the incpeasge under the first head
is subject to the same observationg as those made
on the corresponding head in the Bengal Accounts.

The Civil and Judicial charges are not
distinguished*, but as the whole system of
Adawluts and Police has arisen in thig Pregidency
since the years on which the average is taken, it
is probable that the glreat.or part of this expence
will be found refeerable to that system. I presume
algo that a part of this expence has been received
back by the Company in the shape of increased
revenue, since, if I do not migtake, in the
arrangements made under the perpetual settlement,
the lands and Degha Cawell fees, out of which the
charge of watching was formerly defrayed, have
been taken to belong to Government, and considered
in the rents made payable by the persons holding
under the Company.

The increase of charge under the head of
Revenue is very large, and does not seem to be
sufficiently accounted for by the increase of
£ 312,350**¢ in the receipt in that Department:
in this head of expence therefore some reduction
might probably ( ) be made.

The charge incurred on account of the
Duteh Settlements is a new head of expence since
the years on which the average is taken, and seems
very trifling compared with the income derived
from the guarter which it relates.

*Note.- Surely the Accounts transmitted home ought
to furnish the means of separating these
different branches of espenditure.

#*#Taken on comparison of 1807 with the same
average of 4 years commencing with 1792.
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The increase in the Bombay expences taken
in the same point of view with thosge of the other
Presidencies amounts to £ 180,605% under three

headsgi=~
"naﬂn. ese £ 58’064
*#+Civil see 56,231
@Revenue ces 66, 310
£180,605
* Bombay whole charge
1792 o 205,091
1793 .o 220, 327
1794 .o 162, 348
1795 .o 167,547
4 785,313
196, 328
Egstimate for 1807 P 375. 93z
Deduct os 166, 328
Increase of Charge .. 180,604
**Marine
1792 I 4 79, 750
1793 . 93, 330
1794 .o 77,825

1795 .o 66,741
D 317, 646

79. 411
Estimate for 1807 Py 187’ 475
Deduct oe 79' 411

Inc rease oo 58,064
®¥*Civil Charges
1792 £ 109,984

1793 .. 118,586
1784 oo 102’ 163

1796 .. 87,816
4 413, 387 44
103, 837
Estimate for 1807 «o£ 109,568
Deduct .o 103, 387
Inc rease .o 56,231
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@Revenue Charges
1792 o 4 15,3587

1793 .o 13,411
1794 oo 12, 960
1796 .o 18, 180
ko 54, 318
13,579
Bcgl:tc for 1807 Y 4 '{g, ggii
Deduc ee *)
Increase .. m
Jotal Revenue at Bombay
1792 «.£ 181,663

1793 ee 162,350
1794 .. 238,353
1795 .« 106,053

4. 583,217
145,804
Estimate for 1807 ek 265,978
Deduct ve

145,804
Increase .e 120,174
Increase of the Civil &

Revenue Charges . 122,541

Increase of Revenues

generally oo 120,174
Difference .o 2,367

Of these/expence of the Marine Department /the
is not likely to be materially reduced, until
not only all actual Naval warfare, but all
app rehengion of its gpeedy recurrence shall have
ceaseds The excesses on the other two heads
making together £ 122,541 are very great, considered
with reference to the very limited scale of
expenditure on which they have arisen, and to
the small improvement in the revenues during
the same gor.l.od, which falls short of this increase
by £ 2,* o ( )
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Upon the whole therefore, although any
advantage that can be derived from retrenchments
in the expences connected with the part of the
Company's establishments now under consideration
ought not to be neglected, it seems highly expedient
to look to some other guarter for such reductions
in the expenditure in India as may be calculated
to afford essential relief under their pregent
financial embarragsments, and I cannot but think
that an enquiry into the state of the conquered
and ceded countries might furnish some clue to
a considerable reduction of expence. I presume
it would be possible from the accountg at the
India House to distinguish that portion of the
charges set agalnst the several ceded and congquered
countries which relates to the Establishments kept
on foot for their Government, from other Payments,
which, though connected with these countries, and
properly congidered as a diminution of the revenue
arising from them respectively, are nevertheless
of a totally different description from the cost
of management: I mean such payments as the 8 Lacs
to Amrut Row, and the allowances to the European ( )
officers who left the gervice of the Mahrattgs under
the proclamation of 1808, all which are I conclude
comp rehended in the sum of £ 671,077, deducted in
the printed statement from the produce of the
Mahratta territories lately acquired, together
with other payments which my infomation does not
enable me to particularize. If we had the Accounts
of the charge of governing and managing these several
countries once cleared from all these expences of
a different description, some calculation might be
formed in regard to the economy of the arrangements
introduced, and some comparison of the systems and
plang of administration adopted in the different
portionsg of the country wihich have come under our
dominion or influence. The charges set against the
Receipt from Mysore are so much lower than those
affecting any other of the subsidiary payments, as
nacessarily to lead to a conjecture that a revenue
might be realised on the conquered and ceded countries
at much less expence than is at present incurred.
I am not aware that the territory of Mysom possesses
in itself more abundant resources than other (
parts of Indiaj; and I believe the Govermment now
existing in that country is not ill caleulated for
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the preservation of order and the protection of
Industry. If it be said that Mysore is a
dependency, paying tribute, and not therefore
on the same footing with districts held by us
in our own possession, the observation calls
upon us fto consider, whether, instead of retaining
this possession, it would not be advigeable to
convert these countries into such dependencies
as Mysore, 1f the management of them in that
shape can be conducted at a rate of =¥ expence,
materially lower than the charge at which their
ceivil affairs are now administered, and without
any subgtantial inconvenience.

In order however to see how for thig line
of enquiry may be worth pursuing, it would be
important in the first instance to asceetain what
1s the real expence of the Revenue, Judicial, and
Police Systems which we are planting & in the
countries to which I have alluded, and I should
be glad to know whether you think this infomation
attainable, without much tmuble from ( ) the
Accountg now in England.

I am,
Dear 3ir
Yours truly
(8igned) G. Holford
Ryde, HNov. 1lst, 1808

PeSe I will thank you to let your
Assletant verify my calculations,
as I have not much reliance on
iy accuracy in details of this kind.

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org







Note

Centre for Policy Studies

There has been a small guantity of
Bullion exported from India to mmgo and
America, to the extent of Sicca Rs. 175,316, but
which 1s not material to the present account.

The value of the Company's imports

into Indla is taken from the invoices of the

ships as they arrived in India, with the
addition of 10 per cent upon tfu Invoice price
outwardse The value of the British (private
trade, as also the American and foreign European,
is the Indian official value, and which appears
to correspond pretty nearly with the market

rice in Indias In order to make a jJust comparison
gotwun the amount of the Company's and the Private
or foreign trade, the goods should be exactly
reduced to the same denomination of value; but
this 1s not strictly practicable.

Errors excepted

Signed

Bast India House
March 4th, 1812
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count showing the Apnual Amount of the Offieial Value of the Bullion and i, 11 RN
::r:?nndin :lq:o%ud into and exported from British India ( al, Madras and . kr;i’)
Bombay) to London, America and Foreign Burope, on an gveraze of six years, viz. \s=
from 1802/3 to 7/8 both ihclusive.

i_\- ., X N,
b

i Annual Average of the 1 Ratakxaf Lnnunlnu
1 Eﬂfon igodug Sto-lTotal of Im- LMerchandize only
London By the East India Company .e 823, 188 924,583 1,747,771 1,351,483
Commanders and Officers
- of the Company's ships .o 29,969 440,000 469,959 323,167
By British Private Traders . 194, 576 805, 496 500,072 946,956
America ns Ve 767,277 111,275 868,562 800,547
Forelgn Bumopeans & oo 341,849 178,826 520,675 406,292
Total Average Imports & Exports £ 8.  2,146,84¢ 1,960, 180 4,107,029 3,828,445

t « M3. 689/ 1748
John Ryland Library, Manchester: Eng.MS.689/ The proportions of which arei-

Exported to land 68/100 or upwards of 5/8th

- do= f-'ﬁuu 2/100 or Ru than 2/8th
- do=- Foreign

Burope-+11/100 or legs than 1/8th
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The orts of individuals :
fml.;pritain AT@ecessnonnssne mllion £ 194’576

Goods 305,496
500,072
The Imports of Ditto into Britain

pifference per anflifesscscoscece 445!88

being not a trade, but a
remittance, deducting the
amount of the profit on exports.

Errors Excepted

Signed

Bast India House
March 4th, 1812

Centre for Policy Studies
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Aberdeen 5th November 1209

1. It may be inferrad that the British Government
when it issued the declaration of which the
following 1s an extract, was deeply impressed

with the nesessity, which the nature of the times
had imposed on them,ofmalling forth the resources
of the h{iro,.in order to oppose the rapid and
siccessful progress of Prance, vhich not only

aimed at the total overthrow of Britain and of

her possessions but seemed to xxxmx grasp at
universal sovereignty.

26 For say the British Ministry, "It is time
that the effects of that dread which France has
inspired into the mxtiwax/of the world should [nations
be counteracted by an exertion of the power of &
the erises and proportioned to the magnitude of
the danger" British Declaration - Westminster
25th September 1807.

3. About that period it was deemed expedient

to depute an Ambassador to the Court of Poergia and
8ir Harford Jonss was Epolntod. I have not been
able to learn wvhether this measure was a3dopted

with a view of counteracting merely the influaence
of the #rench Agent, who had lately appeared in
that country or in prosecution of a system of
carrying into effect any determined and genaral
plans of poliey. Bat it is probable, had the
latter motive influenced the British Government

in sending this Ambassador, that he would have

been desired (2.v) to consalt with the mling mthority
in India and % bs mided by the sentiments and
Lnstructions, which the Governor General might

find it expedient to tranamit to him connectsd with
an object and a country of so much impor tance to
the safety of our Eastern Empire,

4, Judging, howavar, by the line of conduct

which i1z sald to have heen adapted by Sir Harford
Jones, in opposition to the express regest and

desire of GJovernor Gonerz, I am rather of
opinfon, that at the perlod of sanding this deputation
the Britizh Ministry were not compbetely aware of

the importance of Persla a4 a depsndency of our
Indian Hupire and enfbeing immediately and most/4As
intimataly connected with its security and

Seottish Record Of fices GD 51/%/ 544 (Follo 21-2%)
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plans of policy, and therefore of the conseqent
necessity, that all measures in regard to the modi-
fication of that oountr{, which provides our
territory in the Bast with a barrier so formidable
and so easlly defended, should originate with the
Ruling Head in India under the general direction
of the British Government,

Se As Ministry then, seem not to have been actuated
by any systematic plans of policy in regard to
Persia but to have concerted thelr measures on

the urgency of the moment uggolrad to dictate, I am
inclined to conclude that they may not have been
informed on & subjact which a 1ittle local
information and knowledge would havs rendered clear
and o fous and I likewiss conclude, that they

may not have had hruzht to their notice or

have had explained (R22K) to them ths sources of
strength and of political influence which the
peninmla of Arabla also presents and affords in
giving emloyreant to and 1a calling forth the
resoirzes,which the possession and sovereigmty of
India have plazed in our hands,

6., In the plac2 of exciting or indeed of allowing
Persia tc becoms a military povar, which some
ramours in sirmlation would incline me %o apgahond
to have bean the short-sighted policy of Sir Harford
Jonas from the circumstanes o” their having agreed
to join the Turks in the w~ar against the Russians,
it cught to be the %télicy of the British Goverament,
and 1t would no doudt have been the aim and object
of General Malcolm, had he procesded Into Persla,
to have secured the attachment and alleglance of
that country by a British subsidlary force. It may
be confidently presumaed that to the presence of
sach a force, the King of Persia, although he might
have made some little objection, would have soon
become raconciled to the measure, had we given him
to understand, that 1t was the intention of the
British Government to re-establish his athority
over and to add to the axtent of his Empire, that
divided and now indspendent track of country lying
westward of the river, Indus, which has for a long
time refused to acknowledge his soveraeiganty owing
agu thndlsturbsd and weakanad state of the Bersian
neiLs.

e The revenues of this territory would fully
anable him to pay the expenses attending our

subsid® while (2.2v) its presmre would soon makeAcnC<
him experience a degree of security and stability

in his Government to which hs and his ancestors have so
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long bgen strangers. The ranfo of Persian
mountains to the Jaest, extend nafron the shores
of the Gulph to the borders of the Casplan sea,
are inaccessible, excepting through a few passes
to an invading army, and these passes might easily
be rendered impregnable even to an BEaropean Memy;
so that should France ever have it in her power
to send her Loglons into the @ast, we present an
insuperable barrier to ber progress by being in
possession of Persia,

8. But while by “’“‘fn‘ British sabsidiary
force in Persia, we obtain the command of that
country, give stability to its govermment, add to
the resources of its Monarch and establish and 2
firm chain of connection between India and that
country, it behaves the British Government in
thodgreunt imminent condition of the Mropean world
to direct their particular attention to the state
of the Arablan Continent,

9. The Turkish mithority in Asia, as well as

in @irope, has long been on the decline, and of late
years Arabs, under the guldance and banners

of the Whahabee family have obta-ined great

power M;p!ﬂ' to be disposed to extend thelr
dominion inflairence to a wider circuit, which

the weak and dividodsstato of the Ottoman Bupire seems
peculiarly to favour,

10, The central and happily disposed position
which the Arab Head at present occupies and the
axtent and situation (¥34) of country, which they
command and possess, prasent an eicellent and
roductive field for the British Government in
ndia in vhich they have it in thelr pover to
cultivate and improve the commerce of the East,
and to employ it as a most powerful and efficient
political engine.

11, The trade, which formerly flourished between
India and the Red 3Sea, is nov greatly on the
decline; nor 1s that betwsen India and the Persian
Gulph so prosperous as formerly oov«~7 principally
to the new disturbed and inssecure state of its
establighed chamels, The Govermment in India,
howaever , has the power and the Whahabes Family
aprear to possess the inclination and have the
means,of bringing the commerce of the East into

a track, which promises to produce a firm and
lasting bond of union and of interaest between India
and ArabiaYto render the batter complately and
essentially sabservient to the views and poliecy

2 voete appenetRE
3 vede “7‘/5“‘*"’&“7(3

Yy yexe “%/“’""p{"’\x q,
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of the former, and thus to extend the influence
of our Bastern Bupir® throughout the whole of the
West of Asla, and 1f necessary, into the more
civilised habitable and fregqiented parts of the
African Continent,

12 The British Government, therefore, would do
well to direct their attention to the important,

and under the present cirsumstances of the power

of the Arabs, convenient, productive and commanding
position, whfch the inlands of Baharain, on the
Arablan side of the Persian Gulph, present to them
in opening an advantageous, secure and politiec road,
directly across the desert, by which the trade of
India might be conweyed with (»3v) the utmost
facility and an intercourse sipported to such an
extent as to supply those markets on the Mediterranean
side which were formerly provided by the routes

of S1ez and of BuSsora, while Bahsrain will

likewise be found to prove a station of the most
@asy access in promoting a free and undisturbed
communication with the different parts in that Gulph,

13. In proposing this mpgasure, I have in view to
attach to our cause the habee family and their
numerous dependents and adherents, by placing in

the hands of the former a productive source of ravenue,
and by affodding to the latter a constant and profitable
employment for which they are peculiarly calculated«
Thatse will they be withdram from a 1ife of plunder

and of rapine, to which want of occupation and their
unproductive soil has necessarily driven them and thus
will they be rendered a powerful instrument in the
hands of the British Government in arresting the . ..
progress eastward of any from{the western world,ﬂ?f"’

who might be disposed to disturb our tranquility in
India, while the same mwans will make the people and
their Chief a check on aach other,

14, Bat in proposing these measures of policy,
which mist secure Persia and attach Arabla so
firmly to the interests of the British Empire in
India, it will kikewise bacome a necessary object of
regard and of precantion on the part of the British
Government to obtain the command of the two important
rivers, the Mphrates and Tigis, which will extend
and establish our influence (¥4 throughout the
territory of Bagd ad and bring the commerce of
India and of Persia into a more easy and a more
convenient channsl of transport,

x vede afpenoliX
& vle afpenan XS
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15, The attention, therefore, of Govermment
O ol " gl d1speted s Teions itk
o strong p os s
the Fortress of !nrnag situated .e’ﬂ. Jmoﬁm
of the Euphraters and ris, presents, as a
ooy Bopet) Supperted. 1f necessary, by

erc 8 r necessary
our subsidiar.pyofsrcgng Persia. :

16, From Kornsh, a track is open by an easy
inlend navigation to Shuster, (the susa of the
Greeks) , 2 town of some 1ittle importance and
traffic on the banks of the Korfon River and
within about 50 miles of Juphahan, the chief el
and fomerly the capital of Perlhi The possess
of Kornah likewise places at the disposal of the
British Govermment, the supplies of grain and
gggvism which t& Arabs on the shores of the
phoflgorsia, the ixzbx ox the sharsx af
¥k of the tribes in the desert ,and the inhabitants
about the entrance into the Red Sea are peraultted
to purchase in the Bussara market and eh are
produced on the banks of the Euphrates and Tigris,

17. Ther British Govermment by occupying
Kornah are thus enabled to establish a more easy
and convenient route for commercial intercourse
with Persia to command the fidelity amd attachment
of the Arabs on both shores of the Gulph and those
within the passage int, the Red 8ca, and to support
or to aaugleul{.onmo the (:04) 'l‘urk:llh
Govermment on its ecastern confine, although that
object will be more effecti and extensively
accomplished by our alliance with the Whahabee
family and the Arabs of the Peninsuls,

18, But, vhile the British Govermment in
India resolves to attach Arabs by its commerce
and to secure Persia the introduction of a
Subsidiary Force into that coumtry, it will also
become a necessary consequence of such poli:n

duly s rted snd for that purpose and with a view
IMF:O pr‘nrvo an effectual check over the
Seik Chiefs and the Mahrattas, an ammy of
observation ought to be established on the
northwest frontier of Hindostsn or amongst the
confluent branches of the Indus as the natdre of
the country and of the object may best direct,

19, Thus will the British Govermment by their

arms command Persia, support and secure the
reigning family in Ine Govermment of that kingdom
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extend the limits of their dominion, and obtain
for them a source of augment their revenue

and of defraying the expemse the subsidy

b the mawure of the times has rendered 1t
necessary to impse on them, with a view of forming
an adesuate barrier for the protection of our
possessions in the East,

20, And the British Government will also

employing the commerce, which the ére of

dia (o5R) so 1y provldo!, excite interest
and secure the attachment and cooperation of Arabia
in its cause, thus extending and firml establishing
its influence throughout the whole of that
Peninsula and ﬂu::g{aobtatnin; the services of a
people who are pecullar caleulated to conduct
warfere with success in the country, which they
inhabit, and who will prove a powe ins trument
in interrupt snd baffling the attempts of any
force, which might ged to pass towards the
East, while they at the same time support the
commerce of India in a channel, where it
promises to obtain perfect !Eroétctton and to
flourish to an increased extent, k

21, But the attaimment of these objects,

al though they may seem to be of great magnitude,
4s hardly sufficient to enable the British Governe
ment to rest in full confidence of securi

to maintain her position against the atta and
power of our mighty ememy, or rather host of
enemies in the West and the British Govermment

will manifest a degree of wisdom in occupying r
every possible opening, which m afford even a

ray of hope or of encouragement our apponents
to molest or to disturd usy and vhile the British
Government modells Persia and Arabla, So as to
prevan? inaccessible obztacles to thelr advances
on the side of Asia, they are enabled by a politie
union of the cm;z%‘l’? Kingdom of Abyss inta vith
the tarritory o a oppoce ano r fron

on the side of Africa; thus also preserving within
due bounds of dependence (1:7/) on their only
unguarded flank our allles of the Arabian
Peninsula, wes there even reafson to suspect their
fidelity or to doubt their ath achmenty for it is
the rule =nd aim of sowhd poliey, by vigilance

and circumspection to provide a% t evils )
before they have become imminen and formidables

and to check the undue encroachments of ambition,
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while it is yet practicable, by measures of timely
and preventive security; it being gemerally
observed of all the nstives of antigquity and of
those of modern times, that they appear to have
been raised by their own blind improvidence or
imbecility.

John Milne M,D,

APPENDIX

1. "From the age of Charlemagie to
that of the erusader, the world (for I overlook
the remote monarehy of China) was occupied and
dhmad by the @ greast empires or nations
of Greeks, the acens snd the Franks,
Their military strength may be ascertained by a

arison of their courage, their arts and
riches, and their obedience to a Supreme Head
vho might call into action all the emergles o
the State, The Greeks far inferior %o their rivals
in the first, were superior to the Franks and at
least equal {o the Saracens in the second and
;h;rd m:i. their warlike -sualifications™ Gibbon

2, "rhe momentary junction of several
tribes produces an amys thelr more lasting union
constitutes a nationg and the S me Chief
oo Enir of Emirs, vhose bamner is displayed at
their Head, may deserve in the (1) eyes of
strangers &ho honours of the kingly name," Gibbon,

3. "The impostures of Mahomed were
rapidly diffused and but a short time elapsed
from the period, when $he declared hinself to be
the Prophet of God to Kadijsh in the cave of
Mount Hava to the establishment of his religion
a:;g authority in half the kingdoms of the Earth.”

4, "The Arablian Empire extended 200
days journey from east to west from the confines
of Tartary and India to the shores of the Atlantie
Ocean, and if we retrench the slecve of the robe,
as it is stiled by their writers, the long and
narrow province of Africa, the solid and compact
dominion from Targana to Rdan from Tarsus to Surat
will spread on every side to the measure of four
or five months of the march of a caravan, " Gibben,
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4, "Amid the barren deserts of
Arabla, a few cultivated spots rise, like inlands
out of the sandy ocean., Even the name of Tadmor
or Palmyra by its signification in the Syriac,
as well as in the Latin language denoted the
mul titude of Palm Trees, which afforded shade
and verdure to that be-geratnn region, The
air was pure and the soll watered by some invalusble
springs, wa- capable of produeing fruits, as
well =8 ecorn, A place possessed of such singular
advantages and situated at a convenient distance
betwveen the Gulph of Persia and the Mediterranean
wvas soon frequented by the Caravans, which conveyed
to thehations of Europe am a considerable part
the commodities of India, Palmyra insensibly
inereased into an Mt and independent eity,
and connecting the apd (206\) Parthian
monarchies by the mutual benefits of commerce, was
suffered to observe an humble neutrality, t11] at
length after the victories of Trojan, the little
republiec sank into the bosom of Rome and flourished
more than 150 years in the subordinate thouth;frankkifwwfm”“
of a ecolony, It was during that aacomrgsr od,
if ve may Judge from a few rmin‘i,n; inseriptions,
that the wealthy Palmyrenians constructed o
temples, palaces and .gortiﬁﬁ of Grecian aréhitecture
whose ruins, scattered over an extent of several
miles, have deserved the curiosity of our travellers,”
Gibbon,

5, "In his march over the sandy desert
betveen Emesa dnd Palmyra, the Emperior Aurelian
was perpetually harrassed by the Arabs, nor could
he egays defend his ammy and espeomfy his baggage
from those flying troops of active and daring
robbers,who watched the moment of surprise and
eluded the slow pursuit of the Legions,® Gibbon,

"Duringz the long period of the reign p
of /gens¥ructions, the provinces of the East were | Coslenhiw
afflicted by the calamities of the Persian var,
The irregular incursions of the light tro
alternstely spread terror and devastation a
the Tigris ms the Buprates the
gates of 8 Ctesiphon,to those of Antloch; and
this active service was performed by the Arabs
of the desert, who were divided in thelr interest
and affections some of their independent Chlefs
being enlisted in the party of S;para.\fhust
others had engaged their doubtful fidelity teo
the Emperor.”
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"Their domestic feuds were suspended
on the (1-10) agﬁoach of a common enemy, ami in
their last hostilities against the Turks, the
earsvan of Mecca was attacked and pillaged by
four score thousand of the confederates," Gihbon,

6. "Bussara (but more especially Kornah

in our hands) is a place which ever commands the trade
teuakix and navigation of the Persiams, At the distanee
of 20 miles from the gulph the Euphrates and Tigris
unite in a broad and direct curremnt, vhich is
l‘gﬂ! stiled the River of the Arabs; In the
mid way between the junction and the mouth of
these famous streams, the new settlement was
planted on the westem bank, The first colony
was composed of 800 Moslems, but the influence
of the situation soon reared a flourishing and
Lagulom eapital, The air, tho' excessiwe

is pure and healthy, the meadows are filled
with the palm trees anmd cattle," Gibbon

* "Mgcca was known to the Greeks wmder
the name of & Macoraba and the termination of
the wo is expressive of its greatmess, The
fame spirit of the Koreishites, who reigned
in Meeea were conspiclous among the Arablan
tribes, Their ungrateful soil refused the labours
of sgrieculture, but their positlon was favourable
for the entozt-griso of trade, By the sea port
of Gedda at the distonce of only 40 miles, the{‘
maintained an easy correspondence with Abyssiniaj
and that Christian Kingdom afforded the first
refuge to the diseciples of Mshomed, The treasures
of Africa were co over the peninsula to
Gerrha or Katif in province kharaindt

th

a eity dbuilt as it is said of (i07V) rock s
by the Chalelean exiles, and from thence vwi
the native pearls of the Persian CGulph, they were
floated on rafts to the mouth of the Euphrates,
Mecca is placed almost at an equal distance, a
month's jourmey between Yemen on the right and
Syria on the 12ft hand, The former was the

ter, the latter the summer station of her
caravang, and their reasonable arrival relieved
the sh.lg: of India from the tedious and troublesome
navigation of the Red Sea, In the markets of
Sena and Merab, in the harbours of Oman =nd Aden,
the camels of the Koreishites wvere laden with a
procious eargo of Aromaties, a supply of com
and manyfacturers were purchased in the fairs 3
of Bewlwke snd Damascus;y the lucrative e xehange h Dot
diffused plenty and riches in the streets of
Mecca, and the noblest of her sons wnited the lowve
of srms with the profession of Merchandise,™ Gibbon,

B —
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284k Mayoh 1788

Te
The Right Hen'ble Henxy Pundes
(13b) Letter fyem Alex A %o the Bt Hen'hle

Honry Dundae, dated 28tk Mareh 1700 enclesing a paper
on the sneient literature and philesphy of the East,

. |
( ‘. : '}) \r:j
\ -/

-

Watinal Libwary ef Scetlendy ¥¢ 546 (emelesures en £f 147)

ur Magenschie presents hie gemplimente te Ny Dundas,
As Ep Dundas seomod te listen te hie suggeetieon sbheut
presexving the remains of the Vindeeor Literature has
taken the liberty ¢ tranemit encleosed a memerandum eon
that mbiject,

fouth £% David ttireect
Faturdsy

The Right Sen'ble ¥r Dundas of Welville, E,’, lLenden
(Yeme an te preserving the remains of Mindee Literature 1783)

footiich Recerd Offices 0 D 51/3/617/1s £f 4043 Weme 10
617/2 en £ 40649,
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izt sufficient to show how interest a ful
covery of their history would nrove, both
to the s of antimities snd to the general
knovledge human nature,

the is £ Mayers Tabl That
he d4id assistance o es,
they v:r‘:' n}tmﬂnu wnaccusinted with the

les ( 9 ) on vhich their formulas were
¢ that they sessed no astronomical
“Mmt except Gnomose, snd had no m“ of“.

vhen ir sxxmd caleulus was invented, They
St iotic vhile It 13 in fagt omy 23 degrees

e o
mau.mznmtm\h-nmnmimi_

in Greece (the ara of parchus) was only 23
minutes :namﬁﬂ:u it a then

presuming from accuracy
ve e that the authors of it were dso accurate

to bliguity of the ecliptic it must
::'l been :ﬁcmdudnu«nul.m”m
from the present In the same mammer they
place the sppogee of swn at the 20th of Pisces

Scottish Record Offices GD 51/3/617/2-5
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vhich would be true only 6004 years ago, ()

At the same time, however, that these

and several others circumstances point out
their astronomy as altogether distinet from
that of Egypt snd Greece, their dedication of
mdmrﬂavnkb e planets in the same
capric arranzement with these nations, and
in particuler tie ir dedication of the fourth
:;yer the nck&m. théir genuis of the

anet mereury mereury vwas a prophed
prince and hv.nur toge ther with mg-umm
of the eirele into 380 degrees, and thelr signs
of the Zodiae, seem to indicate either some ancient
communication between all these commtries, or
that their seience derived their origin from a
common source, The Grecian ond tale
of the expedition of Baechus into ia here
recurrs to one's memory, And it is not a 1ittle
remarkable that Arian in relating it mentions
Budda as the immediate successor of the ..

ermitted to partieipote, o
losno in .lthorph :1:?11 :’m religious
o

ir ters vorsh
the Ganges and the traditions both in Malabar
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acted
throw light )u&orlnofeivnham
mt:ulug!gnofthOuh in the most
remote timesj and to afford many valuable
materials for the History of Govermmert and of
religious impo The History of unt’ﬁ’

riestsy which both a tribe and an order,
'n'uns:;nt cherish in an uncommon Mru‘oa
itionto imposture to indolence aend
t of other nations, This character
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Edinburgh, 15 Mar 1788

My dear Sir,

A8 you are about to set out for London
will you forgive my recoimending to your att-hon
a2 short memorandum sbout a litterary object
which I have much at heart, To Save the remains of
the Hindoo leaming, I once spoke of the matter to
Mr, Dundas and he was so obliging as to ask
me a memorandum of it, vhich ve him twvo
three years apo and I have heard that he took
some meassures in consequence of it, But of late there
has been a deal more information obtained
upon the subjeet and it now ears to me of seo
much consequence thst I sho have
taken the liberty of writing to him of 1%,
were it not an apprehension that under the
ressure of national business amthing which

gu the aspect of a nﬂLlahr.m”hﬂ J(EB)
ortiZae st T ves phinias.us in the cusy Yoy

ance © was po ou e
that converszation alone admits of, I uuro;wo
betook myself in the fipst place, to writing a
paper for our Royal Society chisfly with a
viev to promote emqu the subjects
on philosophiecal prine luiul the socliety from

Finding had set out, I transmit this under cover
g rpas T it w
a ’
hoTéas 10 i cammwnicate o you whet I wished
mders tand of the matter,
2‘ diseretion without any conditions,
wha v (> ) I have only to add that I

National Libr of Scotland: MS 546
Letter from Prof, A M(p&huymt'
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know nothing of Mr, Witliiwmm!s situation,

Only that I e from Mr, Hastings's

reface to m;::{ntﬂuhthathnm
gn very moderate ciroumstances at that time and
£rom a- papei I showed you that he has been
much deseouraged from the want of sale of his
ublications: a want of sale that ought to

been expected and that can never be

remedicd att-gtl to translate popular works
g{neﬂ. « Buch can scarce ever

provd entertaining to the gemerality and in
roportion as they aimed at that objected
hey will be less attractive to men of enquiry,

Bdind, 15 March 1788
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The information vhich has been now obtained
vith regard to the ancient literature of the
0S8y renders the preservation and discowory
of 1its remains, an object, rrl-p: the most
interesting of any, to the learmed world,

Mr, Gentil, in 1772, brought with him, from
e Gonst SF orenindels wriamumicel Tobias 3¢
the Bramins of Tirvalours wvhich he illustrated
with an example of their mode of caleulation,

This discovery led Mr, Bailly to examine astroe
nomieal Tables, which had been sent from S
far back as s and wvhich had been then inte
reted by Cassine, tho' they had not beem accompenied
& r

B
-

Tables transmitted by fa s Patouillet and
Du Champ and has accompanied the whole with
inferences and nurhlé vhich have boeen examined

and roved of, by a Comnmittee of the Academie
ms.ignnuq;oh\hd for the purpose,

This work has been considered with much
attention at Ed hy and among many other striking
articulars Mr, Bailley is thought to have established

foll in a very satisfastory manner, 1at.

that the e tables relate to one and the same
ummz. founded on Epochs which are tmited with
10

National Library of Scotlands MS 546
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molt facto ealeoulation, For even our best Tables
d nrove insufficient for such a p e wless
alded tho-e corrections which mnc deduction
from the Newtonian theory furnishes,

It 4s certain that in Bengal there is a
mean profession of people who anmually compile
almanaeks from ancient tables snd caleulate eclipses
with considerable exactness, but are altogther
ignorant of the science of astronomy or of the
Kguplu on which their caleulations depend,

e st the same tiunotenlw :ﬂo
report that the principles of ir cng tions
are unders tood learnedy but at Tirvalour,
and over all India it 1s belil that this is
the easey snd that there is a much more ancient
and more skilful method of ealeulation understood
in Bengal, And a tleman who bore the highest
rank there having been applied to for information
on this subject, answer-d that all the seclences
are still tmh‘ at Benares by learned Bramins
snd that he has been credibly informed that very
ancient works in astronomy are still extant,

It would be of the utmost consequence %o
the seience of astronmomy to recover if pessible
those sncient observstions vhich the Hindoos nust
have possessed in order %o construet their Tables,
Astronomy treats of the history of nature in ite
greatest ngct. and tho! Newton appears %o have

4 the master key to that to the
proofs, the corrections and the illustra
.antld to the porfochm of the seience, can be
derived only from observations contained ‘a
succession of ages to which the duration of
Buropean astronomy bears as vet but a small
proportion,

: It is besides an object of the very
greatest curiosity to recover .nLaenu: of a
seience which must have existed a high state
of orﬁectinhm-uue.ltmmdlot
m‘hmmtmuramnm

observationg,

In fine the antiquities of the religion
and Govermment of the Hindoos are not less
interest than those of their sciences, A%
the dawn of history, they »nd the Egyptians
alone are found sessed of a compleat system
of positive institutions, In both nations, the
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King was the sole proprietor of the land and

a sacerdotal tribe sessed a controlling power
seemingly by mlimited, Both nations in ve
remote periods gave religions %o their neigh
countries mnd yet retained religions at home
seareely admitted of proselites, Both nations (.
preserved their institutions for azes after their
subjection to foreigners, Both were the founders
of sciences of the nations which surrounded them:
snd in both we find a Zodiac with the same arbitrary
simhm days of the week dedicated to the

lanets in the same uﬁtxm muo:} and a

aw giver and prophet leating the name the

planet mercury,

The historys, the 9 the traditions,
the v r.unormunﬁ::'.&smm
throw 1light upon the history of anelent world
and in particular wpon the titutions of
celebrated people from whom hMoses received his
learning and Greece her religion amd her arts,

But the remains of the Hindoo literature
lye buried in a language in vhich no European

is accordingly with much regret observed
that after Mr, Wilkins, with a love of science md
industyy end an adiress altogether singular had

the Shanscrit at Benares, snd had :
published an extremely curious q!lodorruth
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Mahabhafat, (one of the most respected sacred
poems in that language) and had announced that
reat part of the poem was an:ﬂ‘munm,

- on important

had hing some ancient
moral dialogues und title of Tables, But
it cannot be expected that even these should have

It 4= mlb}'gamntad therefore that
it 1s an object worthiof our monarch, the
sovereign the B of the Ganges, and the

is .
Some part of the Bedes or seriptures attributed
to Bralma 4t should seem from preface to the
Bhagvat Geeta are still preserved, The Mahae
tharat already mentioned remains entire and is
attridbuted to the last incamation of the
Divinity referred to the of the 31st
l-h1:n ante C, &hree Bhagdut which is
to son¢ of this pe e also exists
said to contain the history of ia
down to his time, Various other sacred works
are preserved, The astronomical tables used in
Bengal must be easily procured, and 1t 1s also
hoped some treatises in the Shanscrit relative
to them, Geogr and natural history have
& more of extent at least, from

g: ¥ rks :.‘iu::o u!n.s:-;t i:a antiquities
R Tetentes seantuted vith laos weid B
advanced in a still great proportion,
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The Institutes of Hindu Law have been
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I have the honour to be, Sir,

Your very obedient humble servent

W, Jones

The Rt, Hon'ble Henry Dundas, Esq,

Scottish Reecord Offices OD 51/3/61/8/5
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February 6th 1800

8ir,

Al though not personally unknown to you,
I chbse this letter uld be anonymous, The
Writer desires no notice; but the subject, he
presumes to think, werits some attention,

The Indian campaign commenced and has
closed with a success almost unparalleled in
history. Its termination has been attended fuz»
too with a dignity, justice and wisdom that will
ever rank the Marquis wellulo{nmm the highest
g‘!:bl:l.e characters in this, or any other country,

t may I, with great mhs,ty suggest one
measure tﬁat appears still wanting to complete
this glorious plan?

If I am not misinformed, there are not

more than three or four publiec establishments
for Christian worship in all the settlements we (1)
mpoud before the late acquisitions of urrit.ory.uwmi—

sey I believe, were hardly adequate to the
numbers of Buropeans who wished to attend them,
But now that the British dominions sre so much exe
tended, how can some part of the additlonal
revenues arising from those countries be better
applied than in erecting placesd for publie worship
in some of the many towns, in which the civil and
military servants of the may reside or
be g= quartered? It would not difficult to
find persons properly qualified to perform the
duties of mog establishments, by hold out a
sufficient inducem@nt to the many respectable
Clergymen in this country, whose situstion here
from various c-auses, is In suited to thelr

merits,

To enter into any argumentative disqul-
sition (\0R) on this subject, would be an
impertinent intrusion on your time All therefore
thot T shall say is, that it is without the
slizhtest portion of self interest, that I have
now taken go 1iberty of cmiea%:l.u my sentiments

Scottish Record Offices GD 51/3/97

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org
" ‘







Centre for Policy Studies

www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

Y

Fort William 12 Feb 1807

8ir,

Having observed a paragrsph in one of

the English newspapers, lately received in Bengal,
stating that it is the contemplation of His
Majestwy's Ministers to propose an Ecclesiastical
Establishment in India upon the plan sugcested
by the Reverend Claudius Buchannan in a Memoir
lately published in England, under the title
of "A Memoir on the Expediency of an Ecclesiastical
Establ ishment for British India", I consider it to
be my duty to submit to your judgement some
observations with regzard to the effects of the
inroposod institution, as connected with the political

terests and socurﬁy of the British dominions
in this gquarter of the Globe,

I a m aware of the delicaecy of discussing
this question with the express view of demonse
trating the inexpediency of the proposed
establishment, (L%V) of which the professed object
1s the diffusion of the blessings of Christianity
among the multitudes who, placed under the
protection and authority of the British Government,
are involved in the darkmess and delusion of
idolatry, bigotry and superstition; and no
consideration inferior to the exigency of the first
and most essential duty of my public station that
of employing the efforts of my deliberate judgement
in protecting from destruction the interests
committed to my charze, could induce me to oppose
a system apparently recommended to our adoption
by all the obligations of Philanthrophy, morality
and religion,

The tendency of the facts and arguments
stated by the Revd, Mr, Buchanan in his memoir
is, not only to demonstrate the blessings of a
successful propazation of the tenets of the
Christisn faith, among the natives of India
(a point which re-uires no demonstration) but
also the facility of accomplishing that important
object, Mr, Buchannan has stated some circums~
tances from which an inference is deduced,

Scottish Record Offices GD 51/3/132
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that the natives of India (%ud are not bigoted

to their religion, in the degree in which they
have been gmrall'.y supposed to be sog; that

they are open to conviction in guestions of a
religions nature, and ready to obey the dictates
of their conviction, The facts however upon

which this conclusion is founded ars in 8
nature delusive, The record of them is feeived from
sources of very limited information; from authorised
ties which, laudably engaged in the pursuits of
religious zeal, are justly and honourably, but
unconsciously {nteresud, as well as decelvou, in
aseribing the partial success of thelr efforts

in the work of conversion to the general prevalence
of a disposition amonz the natives of Indla to
receive with complaceney the doctrines of
persuasion on questions of theology,agd to
contemplate without emotion the operation of a
system directed to the object of diffusing among
them a knowledge of the precepts and principles

of Christianity,

The result of long experience however is
adverse to these conclusions, and it may be
observed that the facts on which they are founded
have no refernce to that extensive branch of the

ulation of India, the class of Mussulmans, in
ch a spirit of (uuwv) holtﬂitz to the Covernment
and relig of our nation principally resides,

The efforts of the industrious missionaries
of the Christiasn Church unaided by the declared
and active sugpo'rt of the ruling power, nz continue
to rate, without exeiting among the natives
of {a a sentiment of religious Jealousy
but if once connected with the measures of the
Government, if animated and promoted by the
establ ishment of a system leaving for its object
the propazation of the tenets of the Christian
ru@ and deriving its authority and support
from

endangered, No danger can be so extreme, SO
absolutely beyond the limits of prevention of
remedy a¢ the prevalence of an aprrehension among
our native subt-cts, that Government meditates the
project of the conversion, The dangerous
effects of such an apprehension would not be
precluded even by a conviction (if mex indeed
such a ¢-onviction could be established) that
persuasion alone would be emplo or permitted
in the asc-omplishment of that object, A

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-06 www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

Thb

general sentiment of religious (w0 jealousy

would be excited; the interests of the Govermmert
would be placed open opposition to the interests
of the religion of its subjects, =nd the faith

of that Government so often lnged, and consecrated
and econfirmed an Act of ¢t Leiislaturo to
abstain from all interference in the rel:lglom
concerns of the natives of Indla, would be violated,
Even if the establishment of a system such as

I have deseribed, were not of itself sufficient to
nroduce this general ferment, the industry of

the avowed or secret enemies of the State would

be employed to excite it, and that main foundation
of our Bastern Empire, an unequivocal toleraion

of all sects and religions, and a scmupulous

regard for the prejudices of our native subjects
would cease to exist,

You are no doubt apprized at this moment
of the occurrence of events and transactions on the
coast which demonstrate the justice of the
obserfations, and the importanece of guarding by
the utmost precaution every avenue to the approach
of a danpger so great and {rremediable,

However great and extnsive the blessings
of diffusing among the deluded natives of India
a lmowledge and conviction of (44:) the enl ightened
truths of Christianity (amd no one can be more
firml ilsaressad than I am with a sense of those
blessingl neither policy nor ﬁmciple can i:stm
the a t, at the hazard of volving in 1
failure destruction of the fabrick of the
British Empire in India,

From the detall of the events to vhich 1
have referred, you will readily perceive with
vhat facility the proposed Ecclesiastical Estabe
1ishment in India may be rendered instrumental to
the purposes of fwmx tumult and sedition, and here

the institution of such an establishmert
might be addtéeoigetoh;row, t:;t tltn apgrm:.on
1ately entertained our native troop
COuty of the projected substitution of the Christian
rons!on for the religion of their country was
not unfounded, and with what suecess the intrigues
of the d!.scon%onted and disaffected might be
employed to revive and animate it,
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From the knowledze which I possess of

the character and disposition of the natives
of India, and especially from the experis nce
of recent events, I am satisfied that the

sed and expected benefits of an Accelsiastieal
Establishment are far more speculative and
chimerical (u4:%) than the dangers which I
consider to attend it,

It us{hbo proper on this occasion w
inform you with a view to corroborate the sentiments
+hiech I have deseribed that more than once CGovermment
has been compelled by the representations of many
respectable natives, inhabitants of this city

to restrain by the interposition of its suthority

the discussion of religious topies in the College

of Fort William, involving a comparison of the
principles and effects of the Christian faith with
those of the religioms of this comtry, amd has

found it necessaryj with refernce to the danger

of exciting the dommant spirit of Bigotry amd
fanaticism, to rugreu the agitation in the

College of all subjects of a religilous nature,

Under the ression of the sentiments

which I have thus ¢ the 1iberty to explain,
I sonsider it to be the most sacred obligation
of my publie duty to submit to your deliberate
gudganent the observations contiined in this letter. -

visdom will appretiate the justice of them
and your liberality will, I trust, aseribe the
expression of them to méim not less consistent
wi% a sacred regard for the interests of our
holy religion (Law) than with a solicitude for
the preservation and prosperity of the British
Empire in India,-

With respect to the moral and religious
interests of the Buropean commumity in this
country, I presume to observe that the object
of their preservation and improvement will be

romd ted the utmost practicable degree b{ nominat-

to the established clerical offices at he

several Presidencies, Clergymen distinguished for

the purity and piety of their lives, and for the
respectability of their talents and ehancter{o -
and by assi to them allovwances a'equate

station which they ought to maintain in soclety,
without the introduction of any change in the

system under which the duties of the sacred
profession are at present discharged,

I have the honour to be,

: (S8igred)G,H, Barlow
Tlownsn It A\
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Whitehall
11th December 1807

Sir,

Mr, Grenville having communicated to me

confidentially a letter which he had received

from you dated the 12th February 1807, on the
subject of a gubucntion by the Rev, Dr, Buchanan,

I have no hesitation in stating my entire concurrence
in the sentiments which you have expressed on the
doctrines and propositions mumz in 1t, as wll
28 on the gemeral question of the mischievous
consequences to be apprehemded from our interference
with religious prejudices of the natives of
India, The late commotions on the Coast, have
naturally led to much discussion on those topics

in this country, ESome contond that no missionaries
should be suffered to remain in the country, and
that every appearance of a wish %o Eragnu e the
doctrines of our religion, by tramslations of the
seriptures or by any sinifa.r methods should be
carefully avoided and strictly prohibited, Others
again maintain that no danger is to be mhandod.
from such proeudings%othnt the natives
long been occustomed the progress of missionarics
snd that, tho positive coercion may not (:o0)
be advisable, the Hindoos in gemeral are such an
unprineipled race, that it is politically as well
as morally des kaﬁla to use every exertion for

the p se of converting them to Christianity,

I am 1 y persuaded that, on this gstion. as

on most others of a similar nature, extremes
on both sides ht to be avoided, The progress
of the missionaries, both Catholic and Protestant,
for a long period o!‘ years, has not been attended
with urious consequences, because their numbers
have not been sufficient to excite alarm, and their
eneral condwet has been prudent and coneciliatings
gut ify in instance, the intemperate zeal of
fndividuals should lead them to outrage the feelings
of the people, and endanger the publie tranjuillity,
they should forthwith be sent out of the Company's
territories, and prohibited from returning. It
would be a measure too revolting to our feelings

in %eountry to prohibit the peaceable and

uno ive eirculation of trmslations of the
seriptures; but I would proceed in a similap
mamer with the authors or editors if any publications,

National Library of Scotland, Manchester: MS 1063
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Extract from letter No,5, dt.304-1808
from Robert Dundas, President, Board of
Control to Governmor General H!nto.

- =

30th April 1808

I cannot help suspecting that they have
been very deficient g.n suppl an adequate number
of well educated cadets for service, but more
specially for the Engineersy and If even are
to be engaged with a European en in India on
an extended scale, these wants if exist may be
saverely felt, I have recently made a remonstrance
on the subjcei, and I trust that measures will

be ted to remedy the evil, ILoecal knowledge
will give great advantagey but without the

addi of European skill the more modem
system of warfare (vhich may be said to be wnimown
in India) dangzer may be apprehended against which
it will ecert y be prudent to provide,

With regard to the measures adopted towards
the missionaries, the occupation of Serampore a
British foree (which I conclude has long ago
place) will have left you at full liberty
enforce any rezulations you may think expedient
on the subject, If Sir rge Barlow has
cated to your Lordship a letter which I wrote to
him on the 11th Decem last, you will perceive
thaet you have in fact, anticipated the opinions
wvhich I took the liberty of suggesting to him
on that topie. T he course you hn:nsuraucd
appears most proper and judiecious, I(2)
have no doubt your Lords will also agree with me
in thinking at next to restraining missionaries
from any a which may be dangerous to the g:blia
tru:inm%ty, it ”to—b:t duinbw }:1 that ;h;b ’;ermnt
should no ear a par o
pm“.dm'ap.gm of the most ineffensive deseription,

I have leamnt, since I began this 1ethr!.that
the Fleet will be dispatched sooner than I expec d,
and I may possibhly be prevented from writing on

the other ies L the present conveyancey another
opportunity ver must occur in the course of a

fow weeks, and I have nothing to state that may not
very well admit of that delay,

I have the honour to bey with great esteem,

My Lordy e Lordship's most obedient snd
rauﬁml servant

Robert Dundas

Original 3 Capt Eckford of the Lady Jane Dundas
nu:iieatﬂ cﬁtfom Frigate 7 June 1808

National Library of Scotland, Hanchsster ¥ 1063
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From the situations in which we have the
honour to be placed by the Court and the sentiments
ve are known entertain on the subject of
prom:l&ating the Christian Religion in India,
we f ourselves to be goculiarly eircumstanced
with prelation to the letter which the Court
have now adopted in amnswer to the Dispatceh
from the Bengsl Government respecting the
Protestant Missionaries settled at the Danish
Factory of Serampore.

The inconveniences of a public and
aerimonious discussion of the ortant and
delicate cuestion of communic.ting the knowledge
of Christianity to the Natives of British India,
have already been in some measure felt, and we
believe that it would on various accounts be at
this time inexpedient to extend or revive any
discussion of that sort, For the prevention of
this evil it has been thought and we conceive
justly that the course which the Authorities at
home had to follow was to avoid unnecessary
controversy upon the subject among themselves, to
adopt some safe line of truction to the CGovern-
ment @road, and to convey that instruction in the
vay least 1iable to public observation, The
lettor now passed by the Court am& we are satisfied
was framed upon these views; but acquiescing (L)
as ve do in the views themselves, we think the
letter does not in all respects follw them wup
in a mode to which we can give our unqualified
approbation, and it is the design of theé) Paper
delivered in a Secret Court, to state very briefly
the nature of our objections, not with the least
idea of provoking disputation but merely to
exonerate our own minds, If we had to act only
as private members of the Court our task on this
oceasion would be easier, because we might decline
to sign the letteri but wve acknowledge it to
be generally expedient that the names of those
who have the honour to preside in the Court should
appear tb its Dispatches; and were we to decline
affixing ours' on this occasion, it 1s probable
that erroncous reasons capable of producing some
inconvenicnces, might be assigned for our conduct,
We are gl=d therefore that on a consideration of
the whole matier of the letter and of all the
eircumstances under which we have now to aet,
we feel ourselves sble to give our signatures
to it, snd it is our purpose to do soj but lest
on the letier had/it should be supposed to contain/+Tilu.L

John Ryland Library Manchester:
Bhg.MS 689/ 1737/ A-E
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the whole of our sentiments upon a subjsct of
the highest concern, or in every case to state
the opinions and instructions conveyed in it in
the terms and the manner which we should deasm
most fit for the Court to emply and most safe
for the guidance of the Government abroad on ()
so important an occasion, we judge 1t necessary
to of fer the following observations,

4

v ¥ Whilst we sincerely and decidely maintain
the necessity of a1l d1e presedence and caution
in every attempt to make known the Christian
Religion to the natives of India, we cannot ut
think that on sach an occasion as the present when
the Court are laying down opinions and Rules on
this subject, it is mdlcgmsiblc to romfuse as a
principle that it is the duty of this Christian
country as well in obediences to the dictates of
its Religion as from regard to the welfare of its
heathen subjects to endeavour by prudent and proper
methods to communicate the light of the Gospel to
them, We do not mean to say that it is the duty of
the Company's Government or of any other Government
to employ the least authority or influence in this
workf; tut that the Natlon and the Company as a
part of it, should be desirous to promote the
prudent and safe exertions of Individuals of proper
character in the diffusion of the knowledge of
Christianity in India, The acknowledg ement of
such a principle does by no means imply or require
that all political considerations should in conseqience
of it be disregarded, The argumentfd r Religion
should not exclude the consideration of politleca le.vasquccs
nor the plsa of political consegiences sxclude the 3§
consideration of Religion and we think that a
disposition to give them both their dme place
may bring them to unite at a safe point. The (L)
want of a distinet and full recognition therefore
of this principle without which some of the admissions
in the letter respascting Christianity aﬁosr cold
and far below the terms suitable in speaking of so
goatahlualng. id our first and greatest Objection

the letter,

2. de are of oginlon that our Indian Govern-
ment ought to exerclse a siperintendance and control
over the conduct of missionaries employed in

our territories, ut that they ought to use their
power impartially, neither conniving at real
danger, nor groydlessly advancing the plea of it
to crush the labour of Missionarles., #We mean not
to charge the Bengal Government with either of
these extremes, it to state that the laetter does
not sufficiently guard against the last., simezs
Some passages in it are $0 expressed that 1f Wt
one or two natives should (from any motives
sither the impulse of thoss adverse to the whole
idea of extending Christianity to India} or

from personal enmity,) Pretend alarm for thelr
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Downing Street
30th December 1811

My dear Lord

I return you the a;era and correspondence
relative to the Jagzernant Pagoda and I thank you
for having sent them to me.

I am not sufficiently acquainted with the
course of your business to be quite certain that
I collect the practical result of this correspondence:
but I conceive that,upon your sending back the
original paragraph, amended as it appears in
these papers, and upon your persevering in that
amendment, the ?arngrtph went to India in the
amended state. (2)

I think you are clearly right in objecting
to the absolute renmmeciation, on principles either
of policy or religion, of the right on the part of
the East India Company to interfere with the
superstitions of their subjects, The propriety of
exercis that right at any particular time must
alwvays raise a nuestion of exceeding delicacy, as
well as difficulty, and the true wisdom upon Ehh
point, I believe to consist not only in avel
as much as possible all interference not absolutely
necessary, even all declarationsof opinion, one
wvay or the other as to the circumstances under
which the right or duty to interefere, will arise,
It seems to me much the safest course, on sueh a
subject to wait till the case occurs and then to (3)
determine, according to the circumstances, whether
you shoul& interfere or not to confine your interfer-
ence as mch as possible to that case and not to
attempt, beforehand, to preseribe in what cases
ﬁn f:mtgd authorise and recommend similar interference

(<19

As to the second point, the tax on the
pilgrims, I should like to know more how the fact
stands, Your amendment on that paragraph I could
readily have concurred in, as it stands, unless
I had, what I have not, further ormation than that
which the paragraph itself contains, and apparently

roceeds upon.Because it only states an opinion that
re is no objection to the continuance of the tax
comected with the usage, where the usage is not
encouraged for the tax, and vhere both tax and usage
were found in existence when the Government devolved(4)
on the Bast India Company., That opinion I consider
as being quite safe, at least I think it so, provided
the application of the produce of the tax in effect
is confined to the service of the Temple, I am
not indeed at all prepared to maintain, in contradic-
tion to some of your reasoning, that the application
even of any surplus receipt, arising from such a

John Rylands Library, Manchéster: Eng.Ms,634/1260/A-0
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tax, to the ieneral reverue of the Conp%

morally, politically, or religiously crim

nay, 0f that smlm should be fractional a

trihing, I hardly Jnow that I should deem such

an application of it inexpedient, But I certainly

conceive that it is very desirable that it should

be limited as nearly as possible to the demands

of the religious ceremonies and establishments (5)

to which it is primarily to be applied, Ome of the

Board's letters very prozerl states that "We are

not bound, nor even at 1 borzy to encourage idolatory"

and I think it highly expedient that we should

avoid, as far as possible, not only the imputation

and suspicion of doing that which we thus cons ider

ourselves not at liberty to doy but the temptation

also. If the East India Company actually gesires

derives reverme from the observance)of idolatory,

and the inerease of that Idolatory would furnis

an inerease of such revenue and a diminution of it,

a 1l0sg - It must become an object, if not a duty,

with sueh revenue serwants of the Company as have

any superintendance over the collection of that

revenue, to keep alive and countenance the

extension, rather than rejoice and toconnive at (6)

the gradual decay of such Idolatery, I should

therefore feel ver{omch obliged to you if would

direct your attemtion to this subjeet, for purpose

of ascertaining in point of fact, wha amount of

surplus revenue is really obtained from any of the

sources of taxation connected with such Idolatrons

observaances of the Hindoos and particularly of the

salapries and emoluments of any of our European

servants would be affocted by the loss or dimanation

of this revenue., #ax My object in this ing is

to see how far itri:h.thg in r?st of th:' Bast dii;g
any, or any o any's servan accor

ct:'%he e’udsting nature of its ostabmhlcn“l/ to

encourage these Idolatrous practices,

There is another very important(7) point
which the perusal of these Eapars and the consideration
of this s iget, have brought very forecibly to my
mind - and that is, how far any consideratlomns of
poliecy require, o&'proper prineiples of religloni*-
will admit, of suffering, where we ean prevent
the continuance of such of e horrid rites of these
Idolatrons superstitions as are celebrated by human
sacrifices, and how far a fortiord we can be
inmtiﬂod in promoting them, as we undoubtedly do,

any instance when we con‘zibuto to the means by
which such sacrifice is effected, There are sSome
of these Rites, I am aware, which it would be
extremely desirable, tho' extremely diffieult by any
means to prevent - where the only means of preventing
these enormities consist (8) in atening %o
punish and in punishing, as murderers, the ﬁersons
concerned in them, The very prineiples of umanity
and rell.ﬁon, by which alone we should be induced
to interfere, make us pause lest our remedy should
prove on the whole worse and more bloody than the
ovil itself, On the principles applicable to this

is
m-
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question, I conceive we should have no doubt
however we might differ in our application of
them, Imaginary cases of human sacrifices
at least be stated in which no man would doub
but that we ought to interfere to prefent them,
Suppose for instance with regard to the practice
of the widows burning themselves on their husbands
funeral piles, If in the course of Eastern (9)
con t we had ohtained a territory, where the
relizlon of the state required the application of
the civil revenue to provide the materials for
theze fumeral gilsl, and the elvil offieccrs under
its appointment were to be employed in binding the
mhapg tho' willing victims to the stake - and
the m ltary under the pretence of preserving
good order, were to superintend the ceremony -
Suppose xxm we should not hesitate in refusing to
make such application of the revenue, or to suffer
Such employment of our ecivil or m!.li{u-y servants,
If we had subdued a nation whose religious faith
required the immolation to their God of war, of all
the prisons made by their soldlery, I suppose whenjc~
we (10) xxx employed such scldiery that we should
not hesitate to rescue from their superstition the
pY prisoners whom they might have taken in
the Battles which they fought wnder our authority
and direction.find I confess I wish to know a
little more of the Jag ermant saerifices, before

I can satisfy myself that we are not
in the human saerifices eﬁ'ﬁe there

ebrated, As I understand the fact from Dr,
's representation, which may be exaggerated,
but I think must, to a very considerable degree,
be correct, f{he sreat ceremony consists in the
proeeuion’ of the Jaggernant and that 1t is
part of the worship of this I for some of its
devoted worshippers/to precipitate themselves .(!')
under the wheels of this car and absolutely to be
crushed to death before his wdmtkitwg adnirm &)
worshippers,; and in the sight also of the ei and
military magistrates who superintend these ceremonies
for the i:rpose of preserving the peace, The
Revenue question alse which is collect=d by
our officers, defrays the expense of preservinfn
and repairing this Jeme® car and of moving it
it bloody progress, I say nothing of all its
indecent emblemsg.\The shoci:ln} immoralities which
it excites and encourages, tho' poss ibl{ mich might
be sald on them, I am on the point of the
y and I really feel so strongly upon
na guilts vhich I conceive to be inecwrred
by these proceedings, if I am rightly informed
on them, that I most anxiously saxist/that ZJwish
t you would (12) enable me to procure as
accurate information upon thgse facts as you can,
gﬂm impression, as at presenmt informed, being
t mnless the proeession of this Idol could be
S0 regulated as prevent these saerifices of human
beings, there are
yhatever, that ean justify us, while we have the
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pover of the state in our hands, in ohkain
sbstaining from directing at whatever extremity.

the discontinusnce of such murderous rites, most
especially when we have a clear pove® of preventing
the ceremony. With respeet to the other sacrifices,
of widows at their husbands’ funerals, and the aged
and infirm to the River Gods, there may be great
difficulties in putt an end to them, They may

in some instances, elude the search and vigilance

of any/magistracy, but what was done by a g\ﬂ.atioxila)
of Lord Wellesley in 1802,shows ¥hat may be done

on these points; and I do not conceive that we

do our duty, or that we ecan answer to God or man,
for suffer the continuance &f such rites merely
because we have some general and undefined idea

of the diffieulty or even impossibility, of preventing
them, I think we are bound to direct an enquiry,

at least, to be made how far these practices might

be discountenanced,and if possible suppressed,

It should be inculcated upon the East India Company's
servants in India that the prevention of them is an
object never to be lost sight of and that the only
doubt is as to the best manner of preventing them,

I am far from wishing to precipitate youx
into any proceeding upon this lubgect, which you.-r
own judgment does not(14) completely approve,

What I wish for is such inquiry; for I feel that

I may, in point of fact, be in a state of great
ignorance wpon the whole of it, but I wish most
anxiously, and I really feel it an fmpressis imperious
duty, now it is brought under my view, that the
fullest inquiry should be made, and that 1t should
be known that our principles compel us h%g prevent,
if we can, the crime of murder (comprehading sulcide,
as well as other murder), and to punish,vhere we

can ,the accessaries as well as the prineciplés, Ao
however, that crime may be de disgu ed er the
cover snd sanctioned by the vows and ceremonies of
superstition; and that the duty of the East India
Company, as supreme Magistrate, to preserve

the geaoo and good order of soclety, and the lilves
of its (15) subjects impose ugo.; them the

obligation of pravmttng‘ir t can ,the practiced
of such inhuman enormitles,

When you have read this lett-r, be So good
as to send it,to Lord Wellesley, He must know more
of the subject than any of us, and, &f I am not
much mis y the steps which he took in India
connected with the subject show that his opinion

on it, in principle at least, must agree with
m will naturally suppose me to allude
to & most valuable Regulation of his,for abolishing,
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London 26th June 1813
¥y Lord,

T trouble yorr Lordship with a few observations
on one of the most momentous subjects that has been
44 soussed by the Tegislature of this country, ené which
the enlightened statesman P1tT & Melville would never
have suffered to hecome an article of legislative
enactment. Tha people of India are not represented in
Parliamnt dut are greatly misrepresented by the zealot
spirit now prevailing., Your .194b) noble father would
on mich an attempt have Oppose arrima of his power-
ful mind, against the torrent that ls now about to over-
whelm the British intereats in Tndia. The attempt was
made in 1793 but he would not suffer the amphidbious
resolution of that day %o tarnish British faith, It is
only by the aid of the Windoos and Mohgmedans that we held
India. The spirit floating there, requires but a spark
to raise it into flam, TIT therefore, this vhrency for
sonversion, finis a place in the new Bill, T hope the
Government will .195a) accompany it with a sguitadle
Buropsan force to afiord us some hope of having the means,
of preserving, our fellow subjects, with whose lives, as
well as the honour and failth of our country we are thus
gporting - and for what? In my humble opinion, %o destroy
the hope of accomplishing the object never to these goO
men's haarts. They are erusting a bulwork against
christianity, they are destroying the falir hope that
silence, time and prudence hold out to the accomplishment
of their great purpose. The amelioration in progress,
ariesing out of the laws and regulations now in farce,

cannot fail (p.195b) to produce happy results and we
P |

earry the B > niite, Cauzis & yufties with us in

effecting the most desirable gnd important purposes. But

now, we are about to make it not only their duty, but

their interest, t0 Oppose us in these good works. Often

have T been anxiously ani earnestly questioned by intelli~

gent natives, as to the reports circulated originating in

the publicetions on the gubjeet of conversion, which found

their way %o India, whether there was any truth in them.

whether the Snglish would ever 1ike the Portugese &ni

Prench enieavour to make echrigtians of them. I always

replisd look (p.196a) at the acts of the Parliament of

Great Britain, and see how the religion of your fathers

is mecured to you. TLook at the Rerulations promilgated in

Indis, an' rest your faith on the justice ani wisiom of

the Znglish Government, T have real the clauses %o them

and they have been satisfied. T leave it %o your Lord gship

to 111!130 what will be the effect when they read that

their conversion is considered by that very British

Gove rmment a sacred duty - for 1t is impoasible to separaie

the objects and intention of the advocates for this measure,
,196b) aboard in their speeches and publications, am

%& 2ot of the Parliament, however cautiously ani ambi- 4

guous it may be woried. One simple (uestion occurs what

iz the use of inserting anything about ui ssionaries in the

8411 or Aet of Parliament when it is only to give the

sovernment authority, if they see fit, %0 allow them toO

go out and reside in India when by the 511l they already

have the power of sending out ani licensing whom they

please and of course pastors as well as others. But I

e 'BC0 : cat b

Thomas Gockburn Beg. (26.6.1813) senis a pamphlet on
the Tndia Account.
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beg pardion to intruiing so long on your valuable time.

T know 1?!(2.1“?a§ what contempt Indians, ani Indian
GmnnelJara 5G] y mgn in this country, easpecially by
a

that ola/gs, who set experience ab iefiance and who consider
a leaf of the Bible worth all our sasthen/ possesaions, Be (Eorhw
it 80. Az a humble ind svidual deeply impressed with the
certain wi-4s we are engendering, T have Aone my duty in it vk,
making my) sentiments sublie, but not before having endea-
voured by| private repregentation to impress a belief of

the dangeirous tendency of the measures in progress. and

as yow Lopriship has always received any communi cations

with indullgence, I hopre you will also pardon this

intrasion.

I have the honour to be my Lord
: Your Lo riship
Host obedient
Paithful humble servant
Thomgs Cockburn

lord Melville
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