


There having been lately a dispute between the
Left hand cast that live in the Pattas
paseing seme street en eccasien of their

Er Reworth and the Gunner as alse the heasd of the
Right and Left hand casts repert that they surveyed
the Patta accerding te an erder of consultation eof
the 26th past menth and preduced a draught of all
the streets and buildings in the Patte which shewed
us what streots were chiefly inhabited by the Left
hand cast, being Bridge Gate street gnd that which
is ocommenly called the chief peens street wherein
lives but few of the Right hand cast pe te preserve
the peace between the twe aferesaid cacte for the
future, we hereby erder that theve few of the Right
hand cast in the afereszxti.mentioned streets sell
their housee and ge and live in the ptreets ameng
their own casts and that these twe streets are
peculiarly apprepriated fer the left hund cast te
pacs in at their making their weddings and festivals
and that nene of the Right hand cast give them the
least disturbance in that precinct at their utmest
poril and, it is further hereby erdered that neither
; cast may pretend ignerance of their limite that the
r Paymaster sete up four stenes gt the cest of the

Left hand cast accerding as we have directed him in
the draught and insoribe thereen in Emglish snd
Gentue the purpert ef this eour erder,

Thureday, 14 August 1707

The Geverner acquainte the Council that on the
12th at night seme disaffected persens te the
Gevernment had pasted papers en the stones sett wp
in the Patta which strited the boundary of the left
hand cast as per censultatien the 17th past menth
which papers were wrete in the Mallabarr 1
and new preduced the translate ef vhich is ae entered
after the censultation, they alse layd at the foeot
of the stene a sert of an inchantment as is esteemed
in thie country, piemx pieces of scull with rice
and other mixure, Frem translate of the paper is
easily te be inferred that seme Burepeans have had
a hend in it there being expressiens that these

poople are whelly strangers te, of which we having
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Letter from Mr. Revell, Manager of South Division
of Havelly (P.480-61) (Extract)

-

esssssssthe inhabitants of Parralah are willing
either to walk or to mark whichever may be
agreed on, and as this modelus always been
esteemed as the only method of temminating such
disputes and is consgidered as to carry the
solemnity of an oath with it, I trust 1t will
meet with your assistance.

gsent the following letter to the Nabob, agreeable
to a resolution of last Cohsultation, texthexNibak.

To the lhbob,
May it please your Highness.

- On the 5th March, I had the honour of
address you fully on the subject of a dispute between
the inhabitants of Parralah and Chirralah, and your
Highness acquiesced in the mode proposed of
adjusting the matter af by arbitration.

I am, however, canfids concerned to
acquaint you that the difference in question was
not terminated by the arbitrators chosen, who
divided, it appears, into parties, five declaring
in favour of one village, and an equal number
supporting the claims of the other The Chief
and Council at Masulipatam have recommended, as
this mode p roved entirely without effect, that
the inhabitants of both villages should walk thelir
boundary in the month of November at the full
of the moon; and, as this practice has commonly
been uged in gihgular instances, and is consldered
a.:ggg such people to have a degree of solemenity,
( ) I request your Highness will give directions

India Office Recordss Madras Revenue Consultations:
1;11'34/443 Manner of Settling Boundary Digputes inve.l.k
ages

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org I







f‘l |
.'.
/

Centre for Policy Studies

>

\

-

"

[l

mutu between the #ight and Left Hand

The Board of fevemue to Jovermment (pp,G85d-
8355, dated 15.7.1796)¢

We have also the honowr to lay before
your lordship extracts from a correspondence
which has passed with Mr,Powney respecting
gsome disputes that have occurred b:gvun the
right and left hand casts, From the circume
stances stated by the colleetor it evidently
e s gointod out the tvo persons b

ointed ou ]
mei? p::lgulw instization the disturbance
were cosmnitted, The punishment recommended
of etual banishment from the country,
ts we are of opinion of mitigation,

congiderl that th& dup;:o was
ous na regarding
du-;:;:nunu of awkward ceremonies, DBut so0

¢t a disebedience of the collectors
mﬁy requires to be punished, If a
heavy fine be levied upon Scobramoney and
Mootoo Campah and they be obug fimd

&g
g

Joverrment to the Board of Revenue: PPe 7141w
42

W ee in the opinion you have
uud.u;fn the disputes of the right and
1 hand casts at Ramnad, ve desire
therefore you will direct the gator to
levy a fine of 200 Pa wusoohnonn

Tndia Office Tecorass Vadras Board of
swu:uo pProceedingss P/235/33,
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Board of Revenus to the Collector of
- 3

;-311"

I am directed to acknowledge the
roeceipt of yowr letter of the 4th ultimo
with its enclosw respecting the
disputes of the right and left hand casts
at lamnad, and to transmit for your
information and zuldance extract from the
Board's letter to Govermment with their

replye

I am S4r

Your most obedient servant
Sele Lushington

Acting Secretary

Port St, Geor
4th August, 1796,
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Read the following letter from the Collector
at Mayaveram.

Bdward Saunde Egqe
President and t I-Sna of the
Board of Revenue,

Fort St. George.

Gentlemen,

It 1s a custom of untraceable antiquity in
the Tanjour country for the inhabitants of every
village to pay thelr devotions to "Peiddaury” or
“the Village God" preparatory to cultivating the
lands in doing which various ceremones are perfomed
invoking the Beity to reward their labour with a
plentiful harvest, which conclude by making a
eircuit mound the limits of their respective villages
beating Tom Toms,ca ng flowers, and many other:
symbols in token of r mirth.

A few days ago, the inhaditants of the
village of snng:g::::iqoom situated in (4620)

the Valungum Put in performing the ceremoney ;
of making the circuit cut down a po tree . \V\oten
belonging to the neighbouring village inhabited by
Bramins, which tresspass wvas congldered by them as a
piece of wanton impertinence and gave birth to the
improper resolution of retaliation upon their neighbours
by cutting down two plantain trees in their village,

and which they accordingly otruu)d instead of preferring
a complaint to the Cutwal, the regular and sure way

of getting a redress of grievances. In conseguence of . ..
this retaliation of the Bramins, the other villagers
equally ura the Government, went in a body

to the Bramin's village and cut down fourteen plantain
trees. The.act, it was the intention of the Bramins

to retaliate by cutting down double that number in

their opponent's village, and were proceeding in a

body ammed with sticks for that purpose, when th.oi

were met by the other villagers ammed in the similar

way to check their progresse Here high words ensued,
which vere succeeded by blows, and I am (4621) concerned
to inform you that before I received intelligence

of what was going forward, seven of the Inniua were

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
dated 19th May 1796: Caste Dispute in Tanjore
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severely wounded, one of whom died four days
ago having had his scull fractured in two places,
the six otherms are in a falr way of recovery.

I have gecured one of the persons who
is sald to have struck the deceased Bramin, the
other effected his escape, and has not gince been
heard of: I have taken geveral depogitions from
different persons belong to those villages,
which together wit h the prisoner, I husbly recommend
may be delivered over to the lhi:h, being agreeable
to the mode observed in regard eviminals
during the assumption of the country.

I have the honour to be very regpectfully,
Gentlemen,
Your most Obedient Humble Servant
Signed) Fran. Alex. Grant

Collector
-C{QV. ram
15th May 1786.
L\‘\'\,L-JL- bl
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Il £/
o
The secoretary to Government
in the Revenue and Judieial
Department,
Fort St. George
Sivr,

Parly in the nonth of Mecember
aceounts reached me of g most horridle
massacre havine been committed in Ootta
Bommally in the Bommally ®atate in this
Zillah in which geveral persons lost their
lives, others were wounied ani the village
burned by some pesople of the cast of peons
who had been sent for by me to answer to
a conplaint that had been preferred againat
them by the servants of the late proprietor
the deceaged Golay JUSEaroOWessoe

(p.322) 2 It will be satisfactory to

His Lorighip-in-dounecil to unierstani that
saveral of the perpetrators of this

heinous bdreash of the peace are in
eonfinament £ for trial be fore the court

of cirouit and that T am not without

hopea of beinz able to anprehendi others

*ho have for the present/ seented thm—LMM‘-SL
gelves in the jungle,

sesasss eelly "’hﬂrry
(Magistrate and
zillah Juige)

¢ anjam
8th ?.bmw' 1808,

Prom . Rout Tlower, issistant Magistrate to
therry Ragoonautapooram 8.12, 1805, pp.327-32
ixXtract e

2e umours, in oy progresas %o this, reached
me for the cause of this deviation from tran-
gquility in the district and I enabled from
the vicinity of this village, to the acene of
eruelty, to goquaint you that, it must be
acoounted for from a quarrel you were advised
of, by Vencatachellum, on the 18th ultimo,

an! conmequent summons on that accourt issued
from the office.

a @8 Jegoridgs MAdras e Jonsule-
tationa: P/322/9: Incident at aansms
fonsultations 28.2, 1806 np.322,33
Reply of GCovernment pp.377-8: (Extract)

# charry's letter to the Ansistant Magletrate
dated 5,12, 1805 ia on pp. 324-71

Yumber of ¥illed was |50 anl the mmber
wounded |5¢ (p.331).

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org







The Judge and Magistrate of the
Zi1lah of Manargoody,

Siry

1 am directed by the iight Hon'ble
the Jovernor-ine.Council to transmit the
enclosed copy of a letter received from the
orfficer Coammanding at atam relative
to some outrages committed at that place
which are sta to have been instigated by
some men of opulence residing ther
to state the surprise of His ine
Couneil that you have not reported for
Fis information the circumstances connected
wvith the late very extraordi
proceadings and the result of the measures
which you sdopted on the reference nade
to you by Lt, Sober,

I have the honow to be
S4ir your most obedient

servant
Ce OGreenway
Secretary to Jovernment

Fort St, Jeorge
14th February, 1807,

Thila Office lecordss Madras Judicial
Proceedingss .
Christian Hindoo Dispute at Manargoody (Ji.o)uwd-L&)
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Read the following letters from the Judge
and Magistrate at Manargoody.

To
The Judicial Secretary
to Government
Fort St. George
8irmy

I have been honoured by the Right Honourable
Governors Commands conveyed in your letter of the
14th instant which I received yesterday. It has
not been in my power to make so full a report of the
proceedings at Nagapatam as the c:omding Officer
at that place has done: and knowing that he had sent
to Government an (750) account of the outrage. I
did not concelve it necessary to communicate wvhat
I had learnt from him until the issue of any attempts
to discover and punish the offenders should be known.
In consequence of the Commanding Officer's letter
No. 1l together with No.2 received from the Cutwal,

I removed the latter and appointed another person
whom I ordered to collect such information as

would show what particular individuals had been the
instigators of the late disturbances. I have since
heard nothing from him on the subject and have reason
to think that his silence proceeds from the Christians
not coming forward to give their evidence.

The letters No2, 4 and 5 have since passed
between Lieutenant Sober and myself and I have taken
no further steps of any kind. I certainly cannot
conceive the impossibility of a few of the injured
persons making their appearance before me or at least
of their making out a more particular account (in
English if they please) than that encloged in
Lieutenant Sobber'sg letter No.3. It does not aprear
to me that I have as yet received document which
would authorise the apprehension of (751) any of the
persons supposed to be the movers in the late affray.
If I have erred, I trust that His Lordship will
pardon my want of judgement and be pleasged to

India Office Records: Madras Judicial Proceedings
Dated 20th March 1807: P/822/1¥: Digpute between

Hindoos and Christians at Negapatam
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point out the mode in which my future proceedings
are to be carried on.

I have the honour to be,
8iry
Your most obedient servant

Thos. Towngend
Magistrate
Manargoody
25th February 1807.

Thomag Townsend, Esq.
Chief Magistrate of Manargoody District.

Sirny

Agreeable to your orders and signature
wvhich vas brought me I told the Patnam people
they were to prosecute thelr feast which I know,
as well as the oldest Dutch gentlemen here, can ever
it has ever been the custom without the smallest
let or molestation.This day the feast of the three
Kings commenced and last night between 10 & 1l 0'clock
at a choultry in the middle of the town about 2 or 300
vere assembled by beat of Tam-Tam as if to convene
more. (752) I thought it necessary to go down with a
guard to enquire into the cause of this tumultuous
meeting when on my approach the whole disgpersed but
on my vigiting a second time the choultry, found
then again assembled, 4 mob talking extremely loud,
but geing in the dark I caught five or six among
the croud before they could get away.

I am well informed that the higher cast
are sensgible and acknowled:e the right these people
have to prosecute their feast, but a few monied
men and the lowest of the cast are the instigators.
Thelr names are Cundapay Chitty of Jaffna, who

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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originally was a Dutch slave and Saubrapillay,

who has once been flogged for creating a distrubance,
and Cundemah Cheety. They have caused the Buzar

to be shut up and their people have taken the whole
out of the same.

I am much app rehensive that the Cutwall
is accessary to this. He was not in his Choukry
nor does he know or will not tell who it was that (763)
cauged the ryot.

This day upon their begining the feast
and to prevent any disturbance, I sent a guard to
accompany the ceremony. tiat/ on my retum from L%\
thence to the flanu I saw assembled near 3 or 4,000
people ammed with pikes, Bludgeans, etc., etc. which
reguired my returning tf:u- a guard which vere stoned
and some of the sepoys much bruized.

I think, $ir, your presence is absclutely
requisite at this time. I am now surrounded by

the mob although in this state I have kept my
people from using violence towards them.

(Signed) B Sobper
Lieutenant Commanding

Negapatam
i:g February 1807.
(A True Copy)

Thomag Townsgend
Magistrate

Translation of a letter from the Cutwall of Negapatam
to the Judge and istrate in the Zillah of Mannargoody
Dated 5th February Te

That when your sunnud was brought (754) by
the Christian postmas (?) to me, I asked then
a voucher binding thereby that they were to perform
their feast according to the sunnud and their
religion. They thereupon answered as they brought . 5)
your sunnud they were not under the{objection)to Lol
give a vouchen
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The very evening the Mahanadoo complained
to me that the Christian Patnas were ready to
go on with their play, I told the Mahanadoo that
an order was given to them for executi reeable
to the sunned. They thereupon gaid tha ere
in the sunned is prescribed to perfomm only the
feast but not any act of play. I congequently
told them should they carry on contrary to the
sunned I would prohibit it.

I vas moreover informed that Mr. Sober

at ten (O'clock in the night went with a few
sepoys to the Mahanadoo and flogged them with
bare swords and confined five of them,In the next
moming, Mr. Sober sent for me and desired me
to nnd, for the said five persong and to take their
names and release them. e Mahanadoo were
collected together with sticks, and on my sending
to them to know why they assembled, they ugned
we are here to prevent the Patnas coming (755)
with the habit of our Rajah and making their
procession through our street. Soon after they dressed
and sat on the throne. Mm Sober gave forty
sepoys in order that the Mahanadoo might not

est them and he Mr Sober went with a few
sepoys to the Mahanadoo. But ag soon as they saw
him, they made a noise. MNr Sober and the sepoys
retumed back and the sald Patnas from the throne
went to their Churche As the Mahanadoo were told
the Putnas were in the habit of the Malabar Rajah.
They ran in haste and finding them coming in haste
Mr. Sober ordered to load the guns and keep in
readiness against them.

Some of the Mahanadoo went and pulled down
the theatre.

A True Translation

Thomas Townsgend
Magistrate

8irm

I have the honour to encloge a petition
from the Patnah Christiang who are afraid of
(766) approaching your Court in case of their
being way laid and murdered. Had you have come
here every preparation was prepared to repel any

www.cpsindia.org
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authority you might have chosen to put in
::zeution. which 1s publickly talked of in

the Bazan
I amy
811'.
Your Obedient Servant
(Signed) E. Sober
Lieutenant Commanding
Negapatam

15th February 1807
(A True Copy)

Thomas Towngend
Hagistrate

The Judge and
Magistrate of the Zillah of
Mannaroody

The humble Petition of the
Christian Inhabitants of Negapatnam

Humbly Sheweth

That the following grievances of your (757)
Petitioners call for that justice which the
British Government holds forth to all its subjects
who behave with respect and submigsgion to its
authority.

Your Petitioners preparing for the usual
celebration of the annual festival in honour of the
three Wise Kings of the East on the 6th January last
and on finding an impediment of the Cutwal here,
altho' the public proclamation (for mumul or customary
feasts and ceremones, etc., etce be adopted) by
beat of Tom-Tom, yet your Petitioners were obliged
to obtain a sunnud for the purpose from your Maglistrate
in the name of said Cutwall dated 3lst January 1807.

Your petitioners in consequence fixed upon
the 4th instant for ths festival and for the purpose
had erected a large and handsome pandal.
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Your petitioners with a ¥ view not to

219. any offence to other gects relinquished

heir first plan of goigg out of the town to
adorn themgelves for (768) the procession and
therefore dressed themselves in thel r own housges
and proceeded to the pandal, And from thence

so soon/the procession intered the Churchy & | o
great number of the Pariahs and Malabars to the
number of about 5,000 paraded the town, approached
the Church walls, ammed with sgticks, ete. and
in a most violent manner pelted with stones
over and into the Church at the hour of the
Divine Service, and in a most impudent manner
insulted the Commandant by throwi stones at
his House and at hig sepoys, as ted the pandal
destroyed the same, aftemwards in a most dis
respectful manner hauted down the Engligh colour
which ve.\flying on the pandal trempled upon the
Flag and ctherwise most shamefully dighonoured it.
The mod then rehoisted the English flag under
their own white colour ag a mark of victory and
then proceeded to the houses of your petitioners,
plundered abd broke several houses and took the
Jewels off the necks and ears of somestheir
women, but no steps were taken to put 'a gtop to
this vieclent conduct.

Your petitioners have to remark (758) that
they conceive themselves entitled to the protection
of the Covernment as long as they conduct themselves
as peaceable subjects. They disclaim all intm tion
to injure or vilify the religion of other casts;
as your Magistrate signified in your said sunnud
granted to your petitioners,and they hoped ahd
expected a similar conduct towards their religion.
The hatred and malice of the Negapatam inhabitants
towards the Raman Christians has been known on
cvclzuoccn:loa of festivity to the Christians.

The abars and Pariahs have been gpirited up

by their Chiefs Condapah Chetty, Subryah Pillay
and others to commit violence upon people wishing
to live in quiet and peace. Your petitioner
therefore, most humbly implore your Tribunal to
enquire into the late proceedings and render them
such jJustice as their case deserves. The loss
of your petitioners is very great and they have

———————
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therefore a right for remuneration from the

Heads of the casts who promoted the late violences
and your petitioners have no doubt that upon
strict and impartial invcstésat:lon they will

obtain that justice from (760) your Tribunal which
charactersies the British Government.

For this act of Justice,
Your petitioners will as in Duty bound
For Ever Pray

Negapatam
7th Pebruary 1807.

(141 signatures in Tamil)

The Officer Commanding,
Negapatam

8iry

I have received your letters of the 4th and
15th instant, the latter encloging a petition from
the Patnum Christians. I can not but think that
the apprehension of the Christians of being way laid
and murdered on their way to the Court must be
without due foundation. Their petition is also
general instead of particular independant of its
being unsubstantiated by Path. linless therefore
they follow more regular means of obtaining the
redress which appear to be due to them, it will
not be in my power to afford them any assistance.

I have the honour to be,

S8irvy
Your Most Obedient Servant
Manargoody (Signed) Thomas Townsend
l8th PFeb 1807 Magistrate

(A True Copy) Thomas Townsend
Magistrate
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(762)

To
The Judge of the Zillah Court
at Manargoody

8iry

Yesterday evening, I received your letter
ef the 18th instant in reply to mine of the 4th
and 1othe I am sorry you conceive the app rehension
of the Patnar Christians to be without due foundation.
For my part I conceieve they have everything te
apprehend from a class of people who without the
smallest provocation committed the outrages they
did on the 4th instant;who at noon day entered
there houses foreibly, plundered them of their
property and pelted with stones and brick bat Mr.
Qakes, your Register, at whom one man aimed a blow
with a bludgfon luckily without effect, when he
in the most gentle manner attempted to persuade
them to returm to their houses.

I am and wag then fully aware that the
nxture native inhabitants are under the immediate
authority and protection of the civil power or I
should have taken such measures when they pelted
my sepoys and attempted to seize mygelf as would
in future prewent a repetition of such unwarrantable
(763) conduct, Had they even been insulted by the
Chrigtian u will allow the assembling of a
mob was ilmproper to redress themselves when they
had your Court to appeal to.

To avold any distrubances at this place,
I refused the Christians, when they :p;inod to e
to permit them to carry on their ann ceremony.
They however afterwards applied to youand obtained
your permigsion: thus so far they acted correctly
and on the 4th notwithstanding the several provocaticns
they behaved themgelves in the most quiet and
peaceable mannem

You state that thelr petition is unsubstanciated
by oaths I must however obgerve that there is
no Magistrate here to administer it. If there was
I have reason to think from the declarations I have
in my possession that they can produce evidence and
witnesses sufficient to prove the facts already stated,
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as vwell as many other eircumgtances you most
probably are unacquainted with. Their petition
is general and not particular, which with its not
belng substantiated by oath, is, you say, the reasgon
you cannot afford them any assistance tho' it
appears they deserve redress. The petition (764)
eould only (I believe) be general, but on an
investigation they would detail particulars Many
of the witnesses (among whom are Malabars and
Mussulmen) are afraid to declaire either their
ovn nemes or thoge of the promoters of the
ingurrection ia the body of a public petition
which most probably would fall into the hands of
men particularly connected with the parties.

I cannot conclude without exp ressing
my regret that these poor people who have been insulted
and plundered of so much property and who conducted
themselves with so much moderation from a conviction
that they would obtain redress from the Bngligh
Laws should be now disappointed.

Negapatam (S8igned) E. Sober
2lst February 1807 Lieutenant Commanding

Pe S The insults offered by the Malabars
to the Britigh flag certainly deserve
4 most exemplary punighment independent
of their other outrages.

(A True Copy)

Thomas Townsend
Magistrate

The Judicial Sec retary of Government
Fort St. George

31 ry

In congequent of the enclosed extracts from
a letter from the Officer Commanding at Negapatam
I have addressed the Commercial Resident at Nagore
desiring him not to grant Fort clearances for
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r exporting grain unless for some parts of the

¢ Coast until the pleasure of Government should
be made known. I thought it entirely out of
the question to lay a general embargo on grain
while Madras 1s in great want of it.

r I have the honour to be,

§inm
Your Most Obedient Servant
Manargoody Thomas Towngend
2nd March 1807 Magistrate

Extract of a letter from the 0fficer

Commanding, lcga{atu to the Judge
of Manargoody Zillah dated 28 Feb 1807

"I beg to inform you and that for a speedy

relief, that there is neither rice or finams to
be had (766) that the whole of the grain that
comes into the Town 1s immediately housed and the

roprietors are the greatest part sf the European
inhabitants which t he Cutwal says he isg sending
you their names.Bf these Namargesdy monopolizeers
are allowed to go on% A famine musgt insue. Altho'
we can't get rice, MNumerous boats are now loading
for exportation and to carry it off the Coast.

I trust, Sir, you will answer me by the
retum of rappni and relieve our present distress.
The sepoys are beginning to complain and I conceive
the only and readiest way to redress the present
evil is to lay an emba instantly and to r revent
Port clearances being given for those loaded.”

True Extract

Thomas Towngend
Magistrate
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Read the following letter from the
Principal Collector at Tanjore.-

To
The Chief Secretary to Government,
at fort St. George

8ir,

I have the honour to enclose a copy of a
letter which in consideration of the circumstances
therein mentioned corroborated as (1098) they very
fully have been to me I have deemed it proper to
address to the 6fficerg Commanding st Nagore.

I trust that the Right Honourable, the
Governor in Council, on a consideration of the
circumstances alluded to will approve of the
measure which in the abgence of the Judge and
Magistrate from the spot, I have deemed myself
authorized to take for the preservation of tranquillity
in the town of Ruarikal.

I have the honour to be
Sir
Yours most Obedient Servant

Tents near Karikal J. Wallace
30th March 1807 Principal Collector

The Officer Commanding,
Nagore.

8ir,

I have just received intimation from the
Burcpean inhabitants at Karilal that (1097) since

India Office Records: Madras Judicial Proceedings
Dated 7th April 1807: P/322/10: Dispute between
Hindoog and Chrisgtians at Negapatam
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the 27th instant the town has been congtantly
#ikusk disturbed by the disputes between the
Malabar and Christian inhabitants. That last
night among other outrages, a house was burned,

as it is supposed by the rabble of the former' g
partys and that apprehensions are entertained that
further and more serious disturbances will
immediately occur if measures are not taken without
delay to prevent them.

Under these circumstances, and the
abgsence of the Judge and Magistrate I deem mygelf
authorised, as one of Hisg Majesty's Justices of
the peace to take every step in my power to p reserve
the tranquility of the town, and as no measure
appears to me better calculated at thig ingtant
to effect that object than the presence of a small
military force (1098). I request that you will p roceed
to Karikal with a part of the Detachment under
your Command, for the purpose by your presence of
preventing a recurrence of the tumults which have
occurr@d and untill the Judicial authority of the
District can take measures for reconciling the
differences to which they are attributed.

A copy of this letter shall be forwarded
to the Secretary to Government for the information
of the Goverament.

I amg
Slr.

Your Obedient Servant
(Signed) J. Wallace
Varchagoody
3Uth March 1807

PeS. It will be regular for you to address
all communications that you may wish
to make on the above subject to the Judge
and Maglistrate of the Zillah of

Combaconum.
A true Copy
Jeo Wallace
Ordered. -
Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




=

o b

Explanation of the customary extortions

and Device, etc., manufactu made use of

by the natives in Incdiaj called Collectors
of Revenue and thelr Assistants, otherwise
Taseeldars, Tanedars, Vackiels, Debashes,
Harcarrahg, Chubdars, Peons and Sepoys, etc.
in the Circars of Masulipatnam.

These Collectors are mostly Brahming “
and equal to the rest of their cast, in seeuds|and L b
villany to defraud their employers and deceive their
countrymen. In order to be noticed by the Company's
eivil servants, they learn a little Snglish and
pay great attention to the Company's head interpreter;
to him they are often found to be nearly related, and
it is supposed they p rocure these appointments
by promise of money when they have it, for generally
Tagseeldars, Tanedars, Vackiels and Debashes,
notwithstanding they are #rpoor themselves, are
no sooner employed than they keep® their palankeens,
servants,peons, etc. and proceed into the Rajah’
districts with a detemmination to receive and plunder
all they can for themgelves. On entering the first
town, they press the Rajah's Coatwall, change their
palankeen boys, coolies, and bullocks, and proceed
on (agreeable to the Mogul custom as they call it)
not paying for any one article during their journey,
but force from the Ryott or village people all the
provigion they require for themselves and train.
On Collectors or Taseeldars arrival at the Rajah's
Capital or Fort he is vigited by the Rajah's head
Vackiel (who is by private instructions from his Master)
to paclfy thesze Gollectors at the cheapest rate
possibles This 1s a business the Rajah's Vackiel
easlly accomplishes, as there are not any of these
kind of pooplg t what have their price, by
which means thie payment of the Company's revenue 1ig
delayeds In tharsituation it 1s supposed a Taseeldar
would receive three Pagodas per day for Bazar expenses,
a house to live in supplied with provision of all
kinds for himgelf and attendants, and treated with
the greatest rogpect on every occasion ( 2 ). But
that of coming to real business for the good of the
Company (which subject ig always put off till the
mongoon) its often known that 16 & 20 days have passed

Centre for Policy Studies
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without the any' s Collector having had an
audience with the Rajah, which when over hasg not
been to any good effect. The Collector instead

of receiving what he might for the Company at his
first vigit, enters into a coarrespondence with the
Board of Masulipatnam and the Rajah and himself
agree to write to the same effect to understand
each other to undermine the Company's service.

Its here that the celpan? suffers greatly
as all the Rajahs and Collectorsg' letters are
dispatched by Harcar Chubdars or Peons and it
viﬁ require ten days before any angwer can arrive
to their letters, and at some seasons of the year
much longer; this Taseeldar is kept in hisg employ
until his villaneous practices, which are variocus,
are suspected by the Chief and Council, when he is
relieved by another equally as bad, attended with
a greater Retinue of Harcarrs, Peons & Sepoysj
great things are expected from this man by the
Board of Masulipatnam, but he assumes so much
congequence, and behaves so infamous in travelling
through the different towns, that the Rajah is very
mugh displeased before hig arrival. However, he is
treated according to the power he brings, his Harcarrs,
Peons and Sepoys are immediately put on full Batta.
(an account of each person's emolument is herewith
annexed). Thig Collector lives at no expense, nor
is the Detachment st any cost for themselves except
for rice and magsall. It is now probable that t ;
Rajah |with, after this man has waited on or about [\
two mohths, pay the Company 10,000 Madras Pagodas.
The legser Rajahs in the different digtricts of the
Circar will pay half the sum of their superior Rajahs,
for altho' these Rajahs are utter enemlies to each
other, they will unite in any scheme whatever to
delay the payment of
of revenue, for it is the Rajah's wigh to appear
poor, and to detaln at leasé one year's revenue in
their possession. The Collector with his Sepoys
etce are quartered in the town, discipline is entirely
at an end, the Jamedar puts off hig ( > ) Regimentals
and 1s quite the Gentleman and in the greatest
friendship with the Collector; they use very effort
they possibly can to extort money, and if not
satisfied with the allowance of money and provisiong,
etc. provided by the Rajahs, they will in the
name of the any take possession of the Rajah's =
front| gates,or houge, and not suffer any communication to .\
between him and his people until their wants are
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supplied; the Rajah is threatened with having

his country taken from him, his grain seized, and
himself taken to the Presidency, etc. all which

he has been told so often, that he disrgards such
threats; however not to be troubled, he relieves
himself by supplying the wants of these men, and
engaging the Collector to write to the Board that
more money shall be sent as soon as the Rajah
receives from the country his revenue; by this

and the like excuses a Black Collector will remain
many months in the district until the Chief and
Council are tired out with his very infamous

delay. Whatever presents these Taseeldars may
receive, no one can possibly know, and lllowtng

thege men to have behaved ever so mercenary, it is
never known that any of them has been publiecly
punighed. The Rajahs will talk of the extortion

made uge of by the natives in the English service,

but s= they will not give any infommation to the
Board of Masulipatname The Board therefore finding
the arrears of revenue coming in extremely slow are
under the necessity of forming a stronger detachment
of sepoys to send into the Rajah's country, conglsting
of 3 companies, amounting to about 250 men, with two
Serjeants, Drummers, fifers and a Captain or Lieutenant
of Infantry. This officer is a gentleman of honour
and integrity;and meansg the Company's goode He marches
into the Rajah's districts with a full determination
to collect for the Company all their arrears of
revenue, but the misfortune ig, he knows not anything
of the disposition of the pecple he has to transact
buginess with, and he is an entire gt er to

the inhabitants of these tewns. No know edge of

the revenue of the country, or has he any account

of arrears due to the Company.( .t ) His orders

only explain that he is to compel the Rajahito
dispatch as many theusand Madras Pagodas to Masulipatim
as they are indebted to the Company; to do this he

is well served with ammunition, etc. even to Mrouk 1
bullock loads (the expense of which is charged to '
the Company) tho' not the smallest probability of
Tfighting or least occasion for any extra charge

alter th& Detachment has left Masulipatnam two days
as may be obgerved from the abovementionedy Customs
ol Taseeldars,or Native Collectors and sepoys

to whom the Rajah pays Batta, etc. Thig officer

has & Harcarrs and a Vackiel with him, but it must
here be observed, very unfortunately for the Company
that he is ignorant of the language of the Rajahs and
natives that he is going to consejuently obliged to
employ his Debash, who now takes every opportunity
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of corrupting and deceiving his Master, imposi

on the Rajahs and injuring the Company. nrstn‘

he advises his Master to have a Bazar or Market

of his own, and on all Turbing, Cleth, Rice, Gee,

Masal, etce., he levies a tax. Snondiy, he sgets

up an Armin‘ godown in the camp. And thirdly

will sell Butchers meat, which cost hig master

not anything,to the sepoys; He gets himself so

much into his Master's confidence that what the

Debash proposes or says is agreed to, in short the

Master 1s me=g/thought but a secondary man in  /now

the camp, and by the time the Detachment reaches

the Rajah's Fort, it is considered between Magter

and Debash that the Rajahs are such great Rascals

that they must be treated extremely severe. The

Detachment then marcheg up to the Gates, bayonets

fixed, swords drawn, ete. The wall of the fort

is lined with people and all seems in great confusion

and amasement; the Rajah sends |[Vackiel to know La

the reason of thisy Detachment marching up to the

Fort Gates, the answer is made by immediate demand

of the Company's revenue; the Vackiel begs the

Officer to retreat to the usual ground of encampment ,

and his Detachment being without refreshment, he is

obliged to congent, and before he is allowed to

vigit the Rajah, it will take him often a week;

during which time the Officer ig treating with the

Vackiel, the Debash being ( S ) the intermreter

At length the time is come that this gentleman is

to vigit the Rajah, the chogen hour is just at dusk

that the conversation may not be long, the Officer

is received with the greatest ceremony attended by

his Debash, the subject gtarted is on the Company's

business and a demand made of all the arrears of

revenue. The Rajah's angwer is, that as soon as

its collected, it shall be Rna and presents the

Officer with a pair of shawls, 5:0!1--. him a

horse, etc. and the Debash with a Kylatt, or[suit Lo

of linnen consisting of O pieces. The Rajah then

pretends to be sleepy and his gaping 1is a d,nal

to the Debash for to get his Magter away; a few

questions are now asked with regpect to provision ).
sepoysy grain at a cheap rate, and grags, straw

ete. for t:u cattle. These articles are promised.

A selam 1s given by the Raja, and there the first

visgit endss The Rajah's Vackiel and Debagh commence

a great friendship for each other, and the real
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pover and influence of hig Master with the Chief
and Council of Masulipatname The Rajah's Vackiel
is soon made acquainted with, who faithfully

tells everything which passes to his Rajah, the
expense of this Detachment can't cost the Rajah
legs than 500 Pagodas per month in Batta alone,

but twice thig trifle he had nthorh!ny than
(uﬂhll!. any congiderable part of his debt to

the Hon'ble Company. Therefore, altho' the Rajah
is vexed that this Detachment should be gent

to him, he submits to the importunities of the
Officer and expense of the people as long as he
can pacify them. But money not being sent to the
Presidency, alarms the Council, the Officer is
threatened to be relieved if he is not more alert,
etce These letters alam him and he attacks the
Rajah again by .glacing sepoys at the Gates of

his Fort and telling him a stronger Detachment
will soon arrive, etc. The Raja after he has
lengthened the time as much as he possibly can,

at last agrees if the Officer will march his
Detachment out of his District he will pay the
Company 20,000 Madras Pagodas, half in ready money
and the remainder, byateep at 15 days sight on a
Saucar; the Debash advises his Master to congent,
because ( (, ) he 1 feed for so doing; the Officer
not knowing how to act, complies and the Detachment
is withdrawn after being of very little service.
The Officer on taking leave of the Rajah is usually
presented with 280 Pagodas, and the petty black
Officers and Debagh will take all they can get; the
teep and money is escorted to Masulipatnam, the
formmer is given only for the sake of delay, as

the soucar generally is a4 person bolouglng to the
Rajahy, who has not any money but what he receives
from the Rajah to pay his teep with. After the
abovementioned methods are tried, the Company's
servants often entrust the Collectom of [Revenue tol -
a Tanadar, Vackiel, Debash or Bramin; the Artifice,
Villany and Industry of these men to procure riches
for themselves, it is iapossible to explain; they
may be stiled the Jews of the Eastl.they are much
more in the interest of the Rajah than they are
friends to the Company, who loy them, and

as soon as they are out of sight of the lnguch‘
think nothing of stamnding slandering the characters
of Councellors, etc.

It 1s well known that the Fastern Policy
of great men, ig always to be in dedbt, which they
will never discharge until obligede These Bramins,
or Collectors, wvhen employed on the Revenue business
will use thelir interest and influehce to prevail
on the Rajahs to discharge some of their bonds to
individuals (wvhose families have been ruined by
lending money to them) because when they are
progperous in gett any of these bonds, or
Note of hand paild, they usually receive of both
principal and interest, full a half to themselves.
These men, during the time of their Collectorship,
will all turn merchants, dealing in long cloth,

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




o\

muslin, grain, iﬂl'ﬂ'o gee, etc. without paying
any customs or tax whatevers They sue the Rajah
for a marrassea, Jjaggeire, or the rent of
villages on their own tems for themselves
and relations, which in a number of instances
the Rajah ia'tcntluly against his own inclination)
obliged to grant, because these Collectors
frighten him wtt[\ revenge, etc. Much more be
said with truth of the above description (7
of people, but its only necessary to add, that
the most injurious of all ranks of men to the
Northern Circars are Madras Debashes, who never
ought to be employed in any country Snlinau
whatever, but should always be confined to the
Presgidency of Fort St. George.
The Account of Batta ( referrecd to)
allowed by Rajahs to Collectors &

Detachmentg.
Pagese
To Tannedars per day 5=0=-0
Tasseeldars - o= 3=0=0
Debaghes - do= 2-0=0
Vackiels - o= 1-0=0
Harcarrs - 0= O=2«0
Peons & Chaubdars - do= O 1=0
Subadars - do= Q= 1-0
Jemmedars - o= O=0=6
Haveldars - do= 0=0=-3
Nageres - do= O=Q=3
Sepoys - do=- U=0=2
Drummers - do= Owl=2
Fifers - do= Owl=2
Serjeants - do=- O=1~0

NeBe The Officer Commanding may receive Batta
in proportion, presents & money, but the
conseguence of which is, the Company's
Revenue cannot be collected with expedition
and honour to his character.
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YH; e (D)
Aagounts of Nellors Digtrict

Total Receipts M Pag. 81,664

Cash paild to zemindars, vizs. daily charitiss as
par account Pag.471*

(‘,) w e . 7.7“-7-#1‘

(b) Pald Sadamvared Charges®*

Yor entertaining
st rangera. es 10e.3/16

Clothes and dresses
given to ifimhabitants %.834-0-3/16

Pngor. Beetlenu, |
eyl for Cutcherry .+ 266612/ 16

Enanas es 4nl-4/16
Gh&l‘luﬁs o 1.0-8-9/15
Jor gl water 78=14=0

to travelliers oo OB RARG

Funarsl charges o)
poor people, dying; <. 28-1-0
without heir J

"1, 240-10-6/16
(o) Loss arlsing on the price of graln®®t 280-7-12/16
(&) Leos of dead bullocka, ete.vese 20

870=T=12/16

Total dlgbursements on acceunt
of the district Pagee 9,306-9-5/16
Digturseronis on ascount of Coapany 752, 185-9-15/16
On sagcount of Digtrict ¥y 866-9-5/18

Iadila Oif8ce Records:
F/816/4w;: Hellors Book: Accountss 2-12-1781 to 21-4-1782
: No.101 in Rook
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Sduditors Remamks)
* The charge for

£ Sax abtadar:
nllovances to Ylmindars being Pagodas 471-7-5/16
is proper, vouchers being produced for it.

*+*The Sadarwared charges amount to
Pagodag 1,249-10-8/16. At the rate fixed by the
Governor @ 260 P:g..'par wonth they cught to be ,.-
only 1, 166« 10. charge thereforo 1s 88-0-5/18. | nvo-
If the particulars are examined, a greater reduction
may ba made. For ingtancs he has echarged
#34-8/16 for clothss given 1n presents to Ryots;
althe' the Jummabundy weg net getiled in Sittaram's
timee when thage presenty are osuzlly mades
Begides Gitturawr has wiven ne creéit for the
Buzzurs received from the Ryotz whan thege
clotheg were given in return to them and therefore
this charge should not be allowed.

***The logs ariging in the measure of price
of grain 4s charged at Pagodss 280-7-12/16.
Sittaram gays he hNas 5 Eoalarsd declaration signed
by the Paymaster to that effect.

$+#*The charge lor dead dullocks amouanting
to 8C Pzazodas should not de z2llowed as it 1is
unp recadent od.

Signed) Bogwant row
Serightadar

(A True Copy) David Haliburton
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No,135: From Lord Macartney to Vencat ilow,
X

4000 pagodas will ba allowed %o you
for the necessary repairs of the tanks,
vhich are tc be commenced without delay,
as the rainy season is approaching, And
I desire that an sccount of the dally expense
ef the above repalrs be delivered to the
Sheristadar,

I have no objection to youwr performing
the ceremony of the Jugg provided it be
done at youwr own expenses and without
levying any contribution on the ryots for
the occssion,

I desire that 1/8 of a Pagoda percent,
may be collected, from the inhabitants
of Hallore and Serapully agreeably to the
ancient custom and thelr own written agree-
mnent towards defraying the expenses of
the charities ete, at the Parmaul 3ishen
Pagoda of Conjsevaram,

No,204s From Vencat low to Lard Macartney:
3

ssses ¥ith respect to the Sadder Vared
the cause is this, I sometime ago represene
ted to your Sxcellency that thelr charges
would amount to 250 Pagodas per month, Your
Zxcellency was pleased on this to reduce
those charges to £00 Pagodas and insfsted
it in that manner in a list of charges sent
to me, I have out of this made the necessary
expensges, such as entertaimment of people
of rank who came here and also presents of
c¢loth ste, to the ryots and Shagward
viz, the minial sarvants of your Zxcellency,
The accounts of some of these charges are
wvith the Sheristadar, and some he has not,
If these charges are assessed on the ryots,
they positively refuse te pay 1t, and say
they nevar have done 1t hefore, The sane
Sheristadar has also charged me wish
with many articles which by custom ocught to
be allowed me by the circar, But he has
done this act of spitesessse

! Tndia Office ‘ecords: P/316/503
Extracts,
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No,203:
To

Vencat Row
Aenter of iouﬂro.

1 have received your letter of the 22nd
September with the enclosed receipts,

A Sramin named Vencata fama Deechee
Poodias represented that the pazoda of
Mullecsr joona Sawamy and Coomachamma in the
village of Jonnavada has long enjoyed an
annulty of three gold fanams from each
umgcmmm“chmumum
district of Nellore for the celebration
of festivals, which are now stopt in
such villages as are rented by Musselman
T direct that you enquire into this affalr,
and compel the Musselmen Henters to pay
the usual annuity for the benafit of the

pazoda, in question,

What can I say more
(sizned) Macartney
Fort 5t, George
7th October, 1734

No.,214: Lord Macartney to Vencat Row,
Genter of Nellores 16,10,1734%

esssAn inhabitant of Godoor by name

Condapully Smenevas iow, has complained that
some time since you reduced his share of
cultivation from 6 in 10 (which has been
gnntd to him by Maliek Aslam Cawn) %o

§n 10 snd that the person who now rents
the village under you has reduced it to
3 in 10, I direct that you enquire into
this eomplaint and allow Condapully Seenevas
How, such a share of cultivation as he can
prove himself to bde Jusily entitled to.

indis Office Hecordss P/316/5l: Nos, 203,
214, 208 and 255,
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¥o,228: Vencat “ovw to Lord Macartney:
|

I have several times represented to
your Gxcellency that after (that I had =
sont with from the false accusation made
against me my credit had sufferad very
ruch, and could only be reveived by a
wark of yow Sxecelleney's favowr and
granting me a Khelat of confirmation
\ﬂﬂ:!;é.mpa your Exeellency will honour
me

Hoo.254: Lord Macartney %o Vencat lows
SalintlBds

The punctuslity you have observed
in the performance of yow enzagenents
with the Company has afforded me much
satisfaction, in consideration whereof
I nov send you a Khelaut of confirmation
as a eark of the Company's favouwr and
an encow sgement o you o pPeses persevere
in the faithful performance of your duty.
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Fo.227: From Vencat Gow, lenter of Nellore
Zo Govermory 19,10,1734:

esesdogaey Pundit an and aumil

gpolnt.d by Meer Kumm@ ud din Ca over

e districts of Podla and Marla and some
villages in Caruzurry sent some S and
horsemen to four or five villazes in the
Pur gunah of Cundcoor to lavy 50 pagodas
from the ryots and on their refusal they
seized and took away some of the principal
ryots which has alarmed the others and
all collections are at a stop, The
villages of Carugzurry join to those of
Cundeoor, but to this day nothing of this
kind ever happened, I hope your Excellency
wvill take vhat measures appear proper to
you to back these ryots who are
confined by the aumil of Comugurry,

Some ryots in a village called
uumoor having convicted a woman of witche
er P ed her, as is customary by
taking her t.u%h and informed me of
4t, I sent for the parties but in the
meantime this woman went and complained to
the Commanding Officer who sent sepoys
(to) the village and confined one or two
of the ryots and the rest are greatly
allarmed, Upon enguiry I © that the
woman had really been guilty of withheraft
and had received the usual punishment from
the people of her own cast. (he management
of this district is left O me, but the
Commanding Officer sends sepoys in this
manner into the district, upon any complaint
made to him the affairs of the district
must be interrupted, and suffer considerably
by such interference, I therefore request
you will zive order to “apt, Jrant not to
4o g0 in future or interfere in any shape
in the affairs of the country,

Tndia Office ‘ecords: P/316/51:
Hos, 227, 235, 238 and 247,
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Nio,235: From Captain C, Grant to Lord
Hacartnev: 30th Octobar, 1784:

Some days since a woman of a villaze
in the district complained to me that two
men had cut off her finger and knocked out
two of her teeth, As I was directed by
the orders of Govermment of the 2nd instant
to take up all murderers and robbers, and
as I conceive this pehaviowr was hi
improper and 1f tted with fmpunity
mizht be productive of bad sonsequences, I
sent for the two men, lodged them in the gzuard
and/ have since confessed the fact, alledging | >'-)
that t.ltu wnwa ¥ \.uteh.“l thcrof:lro
request your dship's orders respec
the punishment of them, e

Vencat iow yesterday sent to request
I would send tha men to him which I have
r.rmg, as I :omdu hmi:how t:;::
naans prevent any ¢ nts ng 2
to me of the abuses eogxttod in the
district which he appears to be exceedingly
Jealous of,

No, 2383 From Lord Macartney to Capt. Cornelius
Zrant, Commander at Nellorve: 11.11,1784:

I have received your letter of the 30th
ultimo on the subject of two men vhom you have
confined for maiming a woman, I understand
that under the administration of lis Highness
the Nabob 4%t was always customary for the
ryots to try and punish particular offenders
of their own cast by themselves, without the
interposition of his authority, and though
such punishments are in many cases, and
particularly that of supposed witcheraft
unreasonable for us to interfere with a
strong hand %o prevent them, The two have
confined having already suffered a punishe
mant perhaps more than adequate to the offence,
if 1t be considered as any offence at all,
which I believe it is not according to the
g:cjutucu of the natives, I desire they may

released, se0ces

N0,247: From Capt, Grant to Lord Macartney:
22.11.1784:

I have the honowr to acknowledge the
receipt of your Lordship's letter of the llth
Hovember and have accordingly released the two
men who I had confined for maiming a woman,

Zand absurd to the highest degree, it
Dot be atvisdile. T R
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Tn conformity of the 52ni paragraph
of the aoct of the 24 of Mis present Majesty
lately received which direots that every
person (beinz a British porn subjeet) who
is or shall he appointed or authoriged to
eolleot, mgnage, control or receive the
rents, “utie g or revenmueas of and beloming
ani M%dm anl pasyable to the Ton'dle
Company 1l take an! subsoribe an cath
therein recited, the sail ocath is now
sdminigtored by the President to inthony
saller Zeg., Chief of Masulipatam, to
¥r. John Yuddleston, Resident at Tanjore,
and to Mesara Charles Oakley, David
Halidburton, and George Mawbray, Manbers
of the Comuittee of Assigned Revenues.
They then subsoribe the oath anl the
papers a® subacribed me ordered %o be
lodged in the Mayor's Court as the Aot
directs.

legolved that letters be written
to the subordinacies diresting the chiefs
t0o take the oath and to administer it to
the members of thelr regrective eouncils
an! to their seoretaries forwarding hither
the Oath 80 LaKeNe cocvuvsnsnsesnsssse «o

Tndia OfTfice Nagoris: »/274/3%:
Consultations 21.2. 1785,
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The Pregldent delivers in the following
Minute:

The late (Act) of Parliament having
by & restrictive oath, execluled revenue
collectors fram receiving anything more
than the Company's allowancea it is become
the partioular duty of all persons employed
in thig dranch to congider how the
veatriction of Parliament may Oparate mnost
effectually to the alvantage of the Pubiiec.

The oecasion of Hr. Sadliers
departure for "agsulipatam as chief of that
gsettlement naturally called our attention
to the subject and in our letter to him
of the 23th ultimo we gave him suoch _
directions as seemed lmmedistely ne cessary
at that moment, and a further consideration
of 1t will in my humble opinion warramt
the following proposition, which I beg
leave to lay before the Board vis.

That the chief amd Couneils of
the Northermn gettlements be directed %o
turn the ir» thoughts particularly to
the (p.638) improvement of the revemue,
Yy every means that may aprpear consistent
with the provisions of the lLegislature,
without laying any unreasonable burthens
upon the geminiars and renters. To
consider whether the restfictions of the
act may not enable the Company %o derive
an inerease of public revenue without any
fresh burthen upon the people, ani to
affect such inerease if practicable in
wvhatever mamer, or form may seem %o then
nogt proper.

Iniia Office Macordm P/274/33: consul-
tat iona: 5.3, 1785;: Mimte of Lord Macartney.
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The Jummabuniy is settled for this
year to the 28th Jeptember nexs$, upon the
footinz of the last; we are already in
possession of the Comuittee of Circuits
Report upon the Vizagapatnam district, and
we may expect conslderadble lights from
their iwvestigation in those of Masulipatan,
80 that & well grantied opinion may be
formed of the additional tribute that
ought to be levied for the next year.

I am egpecially led to this propo-

sition by refleoting, that as it vill

+837) probably sppear expedient to the
Company to make gsome further provision
for the Chief and Counsils, in consequence
of their present inadequate allowances,
asuch proviegion, if eastablished must Adepend
in a great measure upon the bens fits to
acerue from the inorease of the resveme,
gince 1t will be impogsidle for the Company
t0 bear additional burthens, without
o:tain‘!m additional funds to Adischarge
theamn,

T must here likewise obgerve, that
as the Seoretary to the council has by the
restriotive oath he has taken, debarred

% himgelf of the fees which have been usually
received upon all cowles, or leases %0
ranters, 1t is but just that a compen-
sation ghould be made by the Coumpany aiequate
t0o the loss he will sustain by this restric-
tion, and with the view of enabling the
Company to perform this, without any charge
upon their present Mundsj; T could propose
that a 1liat be made out of the fees which
it has (p.837) been customary to eollect
upon sowizcs, at the Secrstary be allowed
whatever he has a olaim to on this sseount
bﬁnww of gelary from the Company, an
that the meveral ranters etce. be required
t0 pay to the Company in addition to their
rents, the amount of such fees as would

] otherwise have bean received by the

e zretary.

Macartney

Ordered that the above Minute of the
. Pregidient he gent in eirculation to the
P Memberg of "oumell for their further gonsgl-
dﬁmt’.on.

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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The ¥imute of the Presilent read
anl entered in last consultations having
baen sent in circoulation to the several
members of the Boardi, the Jecrstary is
called upon for an account of his rates
of fees as[cowies snd for their average Lo
value since he has been in office, he
acoordingly delivers in the following.

On every cowle wherein the annual
rent is unier 1000 Pagolas the Jecretary's
sotablishient fee im 10 Pagodas per annum. k<
Tnier 2000 from 1000 20 Pagodas per annum
Tnier 3000 from 2000 30 Pagoias per annuu
Under 4000 from 3000 40 Pagolas per annum
4000 and upwards 50 Tagodas Der annum

Tpon an averace caloulation of the
fees due t0 the secretarvy from the 1st
January, 1781 to 1st Jamary, 1785 at the
above (1.67%) rate the annual amount will
be foun’ to be about 2800 Pagolias and his
fees for the Anchorage duty of veassels
to sbout 350 Pagodas per annum. T™he fees
for cowles for the whole tem of the cowle
have bsen always eollected when the
covle was igsued,

(gigned) Chas Freeman
Segretary

The Board concurring with the Pregident
ir the opinion contained in the close of
the Mimute entered in last sonsultation
it 1 agreed that the fees alter the rates
gontained 4in the above list upon all
gowles that mey be issusd alter the 25th
ultimo when the Secretary took the oath
of nmeverme he eollacted from the Renters
when the cowles are delivered to them
thet those fees be paid by them to the
fompany in aldition to their stated rents.
And that in lieu of this pRequisite which
hag witherto anpertained %o the office of
Jegratary togsther with the Anchorage
fees, a salary of 250 Pagoias per month

be paid 52.6802 to him by the Company.

Ordered also that a copy of the
other parts of the Presgident's Minute be
trangnitted to the several subordinates.

Tniia O0ffice Negords: ?/H‘IJSM
Coneultations: Tated 8.3.1785,
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Sante dead to Ioard of Jevanug:

sessseThe custom of this comntry is
ve whoever will build a tank, a chauth
or fourth part, and to the mender of one
that has been g out of r-zu or requiras
considerable labor, one elgh o} the
ground 1t waters, as Snaum to him and his
hairs in parpetul ty,

Please to advise me, if the
necessary repairs of Nullas watering these
districts, may be made, taking Mr, Hacleod's

ecautions :oJcnnt abuses, and 1f
s of gr may be granted for the
puilding or repairs of tanks, in the
propor tions above mentioned,

Board of Revenus %o Read:
Wﬂh

. On the gubject of Tacavy we remark
that advances on ¢t account, are in general
limited to 5%, on the estimated producs,
but in consideration of circumstances you
state, and the indulgence necessary to be
shewn to the inhabitants of a newly acquired
country, we leave to your discretion the
extent of the encouragement to be granted
m:m that head, vhether in money or
grain,

You mention that MNr, Macleod has
avmw to repalr a very extensive
Tullah from the Cavery, to water the
pumeral’districts, and thn{ the expense
attending it is to be advanced from the

oduce, Ye doudt not the work will be very
eial to the country, but we wish to
know 4f this deduction is from the gross
produce, or from the circar sharej in vhat
manner, and within vhat peried you ect
the C will be indesnified for
expenses of the (p,434) undertaking,

in all cases of this mture, the
expediency of the measura, the ense
attending 1t, the means and pro @ period
of reimbursement, with every other particular

Yrndia Office lecords: P/316/92: Customs
and procedure in dbuilding and repairing
of tanks:
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connected with the sudject, should de
stated to us in their first instance, A
reference, with our sentiments would then be
made to Jovermnment, vho alone can authorise
the carrying 1t 1n%o effect,

The custom you state to have prevailed
of granting fnaum lands to persons, building
or repairing tanks, at their own ozg:uu,
we consider as 11able to many objections, and
wvhen 1t is found necessary to incur such
expense, we are of opinion it should be
sustained by Jovermment, and as the country
derives a proportional t, some additional
assessment be fairly made on the inhable
tants to reim lwaﬁt. Ve duit::.-
you will prepare ore us a s
mant lh.‘l{ng the repairs etc, at present
required, the estimated mmol and the
probable period, vhen the amount, if advanced
by the Company will be repald by any accomo=
dation you may be able to settle with the
inhadd tants, or otherwise,

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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Read the following letter from (10414) Government
noticed in Congultn. 1l2th December.

To

BEdward Saunders, Egge.,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue.

Gentlenen,

I am directed to enclose for your
infommation and guidance Extract from the
Minutes of Co tation upon your proceedings
on the report of the Collector of the Jagheer dated
27th March last and upon your letters of the 17th,
18th and 25th of July and Sth ultimo, regarding
the secession of inhabitants from the Jagheer.

I have the honour to be
Gentlemen
Your most obedient servant

(8igned) J. Webbe
Secry

Fort St. George
3rd December 1796

India Office Recordss Madras Board of Revenue Proceeding
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Sent the following letter to the
Collector in the Jaghiree-

To

Mr. Lionel Place,
Colledtor in the Jaghire

Sir

We trangmit for your infommation and
gulidance copy of our proceedings on your letter
of the 27th March and its enclosures and of the
Minute of (10671) Governmeng (Marked A) under date
the 2nd Decemben

In consequence of the orders of Government
on our remarks* upon the 12th para of your letter
of the 27th March you will observe it ig necessary
that you lay before us a list of all the items
or Heads of Collection, class Yy you under the
Head of "Ready Money Collectionsg".

You will fully report your opinion on the
practicability of carrying into execution the
lang suggested by us in our remarks** on your
4th para to prevent the extengion of Maniams
and to combine the interests of the Circar and
Maniamdamn

On our remarks*** on the 28th para of your
address, Govemment have resolved that the assessment
on Topes shall be no higher than at the highest
I rate, the land they occupy would produce if cultivated

with the grain to which it i1s adapted (except
wvhere an excise on Toddy is establighed) and that
all Topes attached and appropriated to Charities
and Choultries be (10572) exempt from tax.

We direct that any Topes . not of the two
latter descriptions, but which have not hitherto
been taxed, be not assessed even on the principle

India Of{fice Records: Madras Board of Revenue
Pmud;l.n’u »/ £ Dated 11 Dec 1796
# See Board's Minute, 30th June, paras 3rd and 4th.
*¢ See Board's Minute, 30th June, paras 7 to 16.
®&+ See Board's Minute, 30th June, paras 42 to 46.
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here laid down until reported to and approved

by use We further desire that with a view to
encourage the planting of useful trees that you
1ay before us a draft of a cowle to be granted to
all persons who may wish to occupy land for that
purpose, to be held free of tax for the first 5
years after the trees are planted, and from thence
forward at the rate proposed, which is to be

exp ressed and declared unalterable.

We algo transmit for your information and
particular guidance the orders of Governmeat of -
the 2nd December (marked B) upon our correspondence
respecting the Carangooly Secession. You will
observe that the proclamation and orders noted in
your diary of August, inviting the inhabitants
of the Carnatic to desert their districts and to
reside in the Jaghire (10673)Lto be recalled and A"
supp ressed ﬁmabh to the orders of Government,
but this will not prevent your affording encouragement
to such inhabitants to settle therein, as voluntarily
resort to the districts under your management.

We enclose a second proclamation which
you will have translated and published inviting
the Carangooly inhabitants to return and we trust
that you will omit nothing to assist its wished
for operationli In such case thelir accounts with
the Circar must be adjusted so soon after thelr
r;;unt: as possible and you will report its progressive
ellact.

You will thereby gamdu that Government
are particularly anxious to receive the lanations
requl red ag our orders on your report of the 6th
October '95 in regard to the standard of division

by which you were guided in making the resumptions from
the shares of the inhabitants, showing the (10574)
alterations you have introduced throughout the

whole process of division. You will therefore

transmit le and complete explanations on that
subject with the least possible delay; and you

will observe, Government in their orders upcn our
remarks® on the 10th para of your letter of the

27th March have stated that t do not think

¢ Board's Minute, 30th June, paras 16 and 30
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themselves authorised to take a retrogpect

in establishing a gr.lmlplc of division between

the Circar and Ryot share of the crop, beyond

the period when the Jaghire came into the possession
of the Company.

Government huve also resolved that no

g:mn holding the preference of meerassydar shall

deprived of it by the Collector, until the
causes of forfeiture may have been fully stated
bg him and pronounced upon by us. You will
therefore deliver to every meerassydar against
whom you have cause of complaint the charges
against him requiring his written (105675) angwer
thereto, and forward the whole with your remarks
for our determination; this you will congider
the standing mile for your guidance in such cases.

In villages where there is more land than
the present meerassydars can cultivate, you will
require of each meerassydar in writing the extent
of ground he is willing to enter into engafements
with the Circar to cultivate previously oring
them that it is the intention of Government to
bestow the surplus or spare ground they cannot
cultivate on new meerassydars, and you will submit
x®» thege also with your remarks for our orders.

In regard to the appointment of Meerassydars
to such spare landsy or to villages where none
exists, Government have resolved that it shall
rest entirely with the Collector himself; you will
therefore lay before us a monthly report of the
names of all persons (10576) you may so appoint,
the extent of the noomu{n conferred, and in
what village, and you will, as before directed,
submit to us a dmft of the sunned you propose
should be given to the new meerassydars.

We are,
Siry
Your Obedient Servants
(Signed) Edward qunders
and Members
Fort St. Ceroge
238rd December 1796

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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Sent the following letter to Government.
To
The Right Hon'ble Lord Hobardl,
Governor in Couneil
My Lord,

We have now the honour of lanng before
your Lordship copy of a letter from Mr Place under
date the 7th instant (515) reporting the effect

of the mongoon upon the tanks in the Jaghire
previous to submitting this letter to your Lordship.
We thought it expedient to call upon M» Place

for an estimate of the sums required to accomplish
the several objects of repair and imp rovement,

he therein proposed, and for your Lordship's more
complete information on this subject, our Accountant
has furnighed a statement of the several expenditures
on the tanks and water courses of the Jaghire from
the 1st May 17856 to 30th November 1796 which with

Mr. Place rxﬁ' of the 19th ingtant we have the
honour to submit.

Your Lordship will thereby preceive

that the sum of Pagodas 18,473 has been expended on
;ho ::drgngéocu tml.:: :nd th::. colélgtcd o;t:ntn

agodas 5, may y e require complete
the work. The iafemation of it 1s evident forli.lrlec.o
without the improvement suggested, what has already
been done may soon be/caused useless) but as it Lot
seems more than ever necegsary (516) that a survey
bz.u scientific person should be made to ascertain
whether what 1s now proposed be likely to prove

the most eefectual means of perfecting the Coliergula,
We beg leave again to repeat the suggestion

contained in our adcress of the 27th February last
that the proposed work shall be surveyed by a
professional man previous to the execution of it.

The Collector further states that about
1000 Pagodas will be required to remedy a defect
in the channel lad.t:g to Chembrumbul)tank and
an equal|seem to repalr the damage done to thatlirw~
of Outramalore, which we recommend to your Lordship's
sanction; the repair to Calicolum recommanded in his

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
Larm 1019
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letter of the 7th the Collector upon further
enquiry and for the reason stated in his address
of the 19th instant does not seem to think eligibe.
We shall in consequence of this report recommend
it to him to be more particular in hig survey
before proposing future repair of this kind. (517)

We recommended that the collector be pemmitted

' to charge the small presents made to the workmen

which he estimates ut Pagodas 200 and vhen the
account of all the reapirs are completed, we shall
¢all upon him to lay before us a comparative

. statement ghowing differences between the

sanctioned estimates, and the actual disbursements
as vell as to explain the causes of any increase
in the expenditure.

John Storey havi requested a lease
for the ground, your Lordship was pleased to
grant him for 30 years previous to his commencing
his intended Butchery, e recommend one may be
given to him at the annual quit reant of § £rag bAdv
per Cawny as fixed by your Lordship.

We have the honour to be,
My Lord,

Your Most Obedient Humble
ServantA

(Signed) Edward Saunders
and Members

Fort St. George
28rd Janyary 1797
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Read the following letter from the
Accountant.
To
Mr» Je.B. Travers
Acting Secretary
Sirmy

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of the 12th instant and (501) now send you
the statement required by the Board.

I am,
8ir,
Your Obedient Servant
Fort St. George (S8igned) John Mitford
20th January 1797 Accountant

Statement of the Expenditure on the Several tanks
and Watercourses in the Jaghire from the 1lst May
1795 to 30th November 1796, distinguishing the
lst and 2nd repairs of the Madarantcum Tank

lmw lI
Disktricts { Pn_ﬁl_&.&_n_u.s.h&_
Caroongooly 30713-13-30 201-26-17 3’39&4-89-54
OQut ramalore 20917-30-06 147-02-74 11064-32-79
Sautmaghans 62-31~-12 ool e 62-31-12
Poonnamullee 7410-07-10 4408-38-14 11813-45-24
Saulavauk 3630-08-65 2l-11-12 3651-19-77
Tripassore 871-15-32 5-37-30 8;?-06-62

India Office Records: Madras Board of meopmud&n‘a
2233040
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Districts

Ponnary

Peddapollam 263-10-60
Munnimungleem 47-38-60
Chenglepeet 489-10- 35
Conjevaram 371-12-16
Cavanteendalum 330-02-47
Covelong 8= 10-056
Trevatore 97-32-60

Batta paid to 200 tank)
Diggers for digpatch- ) 9= 7000
ing them to different )
Purgunnahse. )

L 208-10-60
4-25-70 52-18-55
6563-12-76 1142-28-31
361-15-03 732-31-19
189~ 19-70 518-22-37
B=10=00 8-10-0b
10-11-40 107-44-20

nomo. 9=70-00

Total Pags- 56944-31-41

6014-40-38 61959-25-79

Ne B Hadarantacum Tank is included in the District
of Caroongooly it appears the first repairs

amounted
To cee 85628« 00«00
Second Repair oo e 9945-00-00

Total igcluded above.. 18478-00-00

Fort St. George
20th January, 1797

(Signed) J. Mitford

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13
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The Paddy ani Janaloo in Devee
i= now beating out, and measiring as fast
as it can pngatblzlba done, and wmtil
this busineass is nished, which may yet
require weeks Or a month, the Jamabundy
with the inhabitants cannot be settled,
It is immediately after the measurement,
that the RMugsom (dogities) and other
allowances are taken,

There are upwards of 70 of the

prinecipal cultivators in the Pergunnah
who claim some 11 and some 12 Tooms out

of 20 for their ghare of the produce,
ingtead of the usual proportion of 10
Toomg, a distinetion which it is to we
wished could bhe abolished, ami that all

the Ryotts might enjoy equal privileges.

#8 the Land has however besen cultivated
thisfear, unier an express promise that
every one should have the full share he
hat en accustomed to receive, it

renains only for me to ascertain what

the usage has been for several years past
gz.auz. The universal cuatom of allowing
Dosaloo or handfuls of grain out of every
heap to a Village Bramin, ani certain
artificers, has in the pergumnah of Nevee-
gramnto a vary great abuse, by allowing

a mumber of Bramins, Many of them neither
reside in nor have any connection with the
Aietriet to receive Mosaloo, Also this
abuge T think myself authorised to restrain,
by limiting the indulsence in the first
instance to people who actually reside

in the pergumnah, as T mst suppose that
#¥hese other districts are equally chargeable
with the maintenance of their own poor,

and afterwards to such as can produce saneds
gnntod by proper authority, or can prove
ong prescription, and are aoctually objects
of poverty.

The ohxroot produced in this diastrict
has fallen much balow its usual price, or

rather bears no pﬁ” at ﬂl.o-.ot-tcctuo-o

Indie 0ffice Necords: Home ¥iscellaneous
364: (¥xtract from the Proceedings of the
Mairas Board of Revenue: 17.4.1788).

\"-W \,u‘ﬁ\*\/\ Y\V SCV'\‘ ‘ l\“‘-ﬂl.\-’\-&“\-\,"‘\« -]
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By Tippoo's Schedule, the revenues of
the ceded countries north of the Covery, were
estimated to 2,890,000 contarary Pagodas, equal
to about 2..&&99 Star Pagodas.

Gross Co-

llection Collector

after de- Commi- Nett
ducting all ggion _ Revenue
Native

Servants

By Captain Read's
Collection

From the dalk of the )S§.Pag.

definitive treaty,; to)
12th July 1792 . = ) 79,689 8,820 76,407

From the 12th July

)
1792 to the 12th ) £270,014 22,779 4,565,581
July 1793 ) g

It 15 not easy to fom an estimate of
future increagse of revenue, probably it will be
60 or 70,000 more in the course of five years.

The nett revenue will then be about £,20,000 sStar

sdouble Tippoo's estimate.

Dindigul, Pylery and Verapatehy were
estimated by Tippoo at
I do not know the amount of our collections, but
understand they ocught to be :
even allowing them to be only 80, the countries
ceded to the Company on our side of the Peninsula,

may be valued at six lacks of Star Pagodas,
nett revenue.

Scottish Record Offices GD 51/3/499/6 (Folio 533 recto)
Extract
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2. Government have desired that the
auegstion both of the amount ani of the
proportions of the reduction may be more
materially weighed, ™he information T have
had an opportunity of obtainine since May
last (31st) induces me to think t'at a
amaller sum than what T then stated will
be sufficient to answer evary purnose but

T would regnlate the amount of this sum
differently according as the term fixed upon
for introdueing the final settlement may
bhe earlier or lat.ro-oocuo

-

3. Many ol roumstances have occurred
within these few months to induce me to

Judge more favourably than I formerly did

of the condition of the inhabitants of Canara.
But none has so much attracted my attention
as their numberless disputes about landed
Property.ccece @ nay be sure that wherever
lanis are so mnch the objeet of contention
that there iz no danger of their being
unable to digcharge the public rent - for men
would hardly lose their time and spend

their money for the sake of aequiring that which
was not worth the holding or which might
involve them in loss. 7ere all egtates in
Canara worth digputing for T should not

think that any absolute ne cessity existed

for reducins any part of the assessment.......

4. It is scareely possible to ascertain
the proiuee or valu= of lan! from the

ovners or cultivators. Lons experience

has taught them that eoncealmant 1A their
baast defence againnt new exactions, and

all of them however simple in other resmects
are contimially on their guard againat any
guestions that tend to lead to any digeclosure
of their circumstances. A careful survey
would however yield un a great deal of
useful information which cannot be drawn
frm th’u..........

Inita Office "ecordet ,e»‘lt?- Board of
navemie Proceedinges °/288/47:

Thomas Munro to the Boa™ of

Pevenue: Dated 9.11.1800: Proceedings
11th Necenbar, 1800 ppi/om&-
(xtraot’
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5 I have enieavoured by every means
in my power to agoertain from such circum-
stances as have come within my observation
what are the relative nroportions of the
produce after deducting all expenses of
cultivation that go to the =irkar and to
the lanilord, T™hes evidence of the tenants,
were it not most commonly $aks|woull at \)lrc
once determine the point because all rentes
of tenants to landlords in Canara are

paid either in money or a certain fixed
quantity of grain, and never by a share

of the erop or what is called "arrum. In
taking the reports of the landlords them-
selves the lowest that any of them have
recdikonsd their average share of the net
produce to & distriet or mogame is 15%

and the higheat 40%. Though I imagine
that even the higheat of the extremes is
too low, But yet the aimigeion of either
of them on their part is more than could
have bean axpeaoted for 1% proves incon-
tostibly the existence of a lani rent.

The ly of the farmers of the Baramahal
to similar queries was always that there was
no rent or seldom any profit or anything
beyon! the mere wases of thevlabour. In
both cases they represent their eituation
as much worge than it really is, According
to their own statements however there

is a wile difference between the eondition
of the farmer of the Raramahal ant that

of the lamiholder of “anara.

60 R R E R N

y £ Anythine like equality of assessment
or of proiuce can harily be supposed to exist
throughout so extensive a tract of country.
The olear rent is in many instances as low
as 157% and in many as high as 80% of the

net produce.

Minate of the Board (io33s)

The Board are happy to observe fLfrom
Major Munro's further report that there is
gstrong reasom to believe the assessment on
the country much easier than was at first
sunposed, Agreed however to defer the
eonglderation of the report until furnished
with gdditional information from the present
aolleotor anl for the survey of Barkoor. In
the meantime they record a oorrected conm—-
parative statement that entered in ConSi.sv
o8th Aumat having been taken fram Maj. Munro's
gtatenent be fore the errors now pointed out
were dliscorered.
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ssecee and to the inhabitants since by these means,
the produce of 1211, uncder such peculiasr disg-
advantages exceeded by 5,000 Garce the settleme nt
with the Puttuckdars in 120%.

In fugli 1211, M Harris had not effected
his new divigion of t‘n country into congact
Taluks, and the repairsg executed immediately
before the duént of the waters were too recent
and had not time to congolidate; the Sircar
servants, also, had utngfun; villages to
.ni‘ﬂ tend and the mischief was too powerful to
allow timcand effect to thelr exertionsg.,in the
pregent order of the district boundaries, and
strength of every work in the country, there is
reason to edpect security in future from so
great a loss.

ln corroboration of the foregeing is
hereunder ingerted an abstryef statement*of the
total Nunja and Punja cultiv.tion and produce
and of the Sircar and inhabitants share of fusli
1211 (2942) compared with those of fusli 1210,
showing the cultivation of the former which was
1‘3: guﬂ;od from the inundation, and the produce
eTev L.

It 1s with the Board, as well as with
the Governor in Council, an object of cons tant
solicitude, that in the realisation of the right
of Covernment, the welfare and prosperity of the
inhabitants be carefully studied and therefore
with high satisfaction, the Board advert to the
proof afforded by the foregoing abstract, of
the accomplishment of this object, by the very
able and considerate management (28643) of the
collector of Tanjore, under the Mahratta adminig-
tration, if the singularly unp ropitiounsseason
of 1211, would have impaired the revenue of

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedingf
Dated 24th March 1803

¢ Statement on geparate sheet.
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Government, it would have been fatal to the ghare
of the m‘: in a far greater degree, had they
prosecuted the cultivation at all after the
best part had been partially or totally swept
awaye They had most probably been reguired by
the Dubbers regulations to pay in an excessive
mport:lon of the residue, which their industry
saved, or to make good a produce not in
existences It ig demongtrated in the preceding
abgtract that the repairs made to the rivers and
channels in fusli 1211 and the increase of thelir
warum counteracted the injuries of the geason,
that thelr lands had a real produce and that their
ghare of it nearly equalled what it wasg in
fusli 1210.

Some inhabitants however notwithstanding
every labour and expenge in their (2944) powver
lost their whole crops‘to thes The Collector
proposes a remission of the tuckavi according to
an account hereafter to be gent in.

On a review of the several elaborate
and satlsfactory reports of the Collector on the
cultivation of fusli 1211, the Board are fully
convinced that the cultivation was pregerved
from the inundation with all the care that could
be exerted, that the gross/tho' diminighed, wasi
small only in proportion to that of fusli 1210,
a more productive year than any on record, and
that the inhabitants instead of being overwhelmed
by migfortune, were protected from calamity by
liberal tackavi and Marramut,by a division of the
actual produce,and by an augmented Warum.

The Collector however states that he
congiders a farther relaxation of the Sircar
demand to be necessary for the prosperity of
the province and that he has accordingly formedses..
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Cultivation _i Produce i Mailwaurum i Coodewau rum
4210 ) Aelh 1 1210 A A2 1210 | SO T AR S Y VY] ISR T T
Reay M Reay M Garce M Garce M Garce M Carce M Garce M Garce M
Cuddapabcar  26,184-9 21,669-8 29,878-288  22,551-278  16,746-282 11,650-156 12,452-301  10,224-310
Sumba Peshanum 72,988-11 71,886« 14 67,878-112 55,917-269 38,263-154 28,867-300 27,474-132 25,382-285
Chittera Car  5,263-16 5,947-11 1,158-23 1,191-74 582~ 187 565- 359 541-46 599324
3404, 444-17 99,562-12 98, 908-24 79,660-217 55,602-173 41,064-15 40,468-79 36,207-120
Uy
b
Statement of page 2942: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings dated
24th March 3. In all the figures of area and quantity, given
above, the last denominations have been omitted.
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Agraharumgs
and
Shrotrumg

The Agraharums and Shrotrums have been
settled on the same Erincipl. as 1n fusgli 1211.
The quit rent from the former was at first settled
at § upon all the lands held under this title,
whether cultivated or not,but many of the
proprietors not having the means of employing
the waste land requested pemmigsion to relinquish
it and to be indulged with the g of the cultivated
land which has been allowed to them in the present
year, and the quit rent collected on the culti-
vated land only, « the tenure of many being
involved in doubt the Collector has commenced
an enquiry respecting them, and propeses to
bring any resumptions that may be made to the head
of extra revenue. He has omitted the detail in
his present report, as it would have occasioned
too great a delay in its transmission. (6048)

Enamgs

Statement C, D& E relate to the several
diseription of Enams in Coimbatore.@onvinced that
great abuses existed with respect to this alienations
the Collector went into a particular investigation
of them the result of which laid open all the
infomation required and determined him to resume
them to the amount entered in the following statement

st&t.ﬂ.nto LAC R ]

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceeding;
P/287/338 dated 13th June 1803, pp.6047-6048‘.mmk~4««,
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Total Total amount
Value of avalilable Amounts
the alie- Amount to Govern- allowed to

RDations = Resumed _ Quit Rent  ment the Enamdars
PR P PP P. ¢ P P €

9206-07-58 4306-13-20 1594-07-28 5990-20-48 3305-29-10

8024~28-30 21050662 1214-39-00 3320-02-62 4704-25-58
1418-26=-35 828-36-71 94=-21-53 923-16=44 405-08-71

1380-23-22 46-32-18 00=00-00 46-32-18 1333-33-04

20120-01-70 7877=04~11 2903-26=01 10280-30=12 983%«13-58

On the amount of the resumptions above
noticed a quit rent was paid in the last year of
Star Pagodas 1806-1-44 which ceasing with the
resumption has caused an apparent decrease of
that sum in the present Jummahbundyes...
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The Secretary to Government in the
Juiietial Nepartment, “ort at. Ceorse.

air,

1. 1 an sorry to inform the government

that since VMr. Iathon's derarture an! the

charge of this distriet devolving ssme money | av
digorders ani robberies are reported to have
taken place therein occasionsd by the very

high price of gorn amdi the extreme dearth

of the year.

G I feel it my dusy while I apply for
this sanetion to state that these digorders
appear to be entirely owing to the necessitics
of the poorer classges occasioned by the
seareity an! dearness of eorn which is
progreasively becoming dearer, while the
great dearth and want of water leave little
hope of a speedy alteration for the better.
The robberies said to be conmitted appear
to be for the purpose of grain or cattle.
Hultitudes of the peasentry are guitting
their homes am! emigrating to other digtricts
for the sake of fool. If supplies could be
sent of the moat common grain, either on
the (p.344) public or private pecount it
might mich relieve the distresses whioh
large familien unsble to emigrate, an’ are
atill liable to guffar, vrevent the loes
to the atate of a great portion of ita
peasentry, whom emigrati on does not alwavs
preserve, and the high price wonld without
doubt repay the troubls sn? charges of the
private trader,

Te The Ramnad market price yestepiay was
2-7/8 memsures of paddy per one shooby famam
and 1«15/16 meagureps of rice for the same.
The ‘amnal measure being if correct equal to
4/5 Mairas measure or 6-2/5 Ollnsks at the
exchgnze of 1 Hairas fanam 50-10/23 cash per
shooby fanam make thw of paddy
about Jtar Pazodas 50-18-35.

The Avarioce of individuals insensible
to the dlatreasses of their fellow ecreatures,
if they themselves but thereby deserve profit
may inleed, as 1a usuglly (p.3468) the oase,
be only the more anl more on the alert %o

ThdTa 0Tl oe "ecom et Valras Juiieial
Consultations: ?/322/9: Letter from the
Aeting Vasistrate 2amned Aated 17.2.1808
(9p. 340-463 & pp.7468=52)1 Txtract:

Cove mment Resolution (mp.352-53) ant
fovernment reply on pr.378-80:

Further corresponience is entered on

Conisultations of 11th July, 18083 pp. 2135403

which is a letter o P
Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS;.B - JUIy.
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incorease the general Aistress unler

the hopes of profiting by the ocoasion but
I ghall endeavour my utmost to prevent
thegse bad practices of the richer class, as
well as the digorders of the poor.

I have the honourdc

‘ob Neunham
Acting Nagl etrate

lamnad
17¢h Pedbruary, 18086

Covernment Decision

Resolved to aegquaint the Teglater
ani Acting Judge of the Zillsh of Ramnasd,
that the Boar! approve of his having employed
an hund red peons at the rates of pay mentioned
by him for the purpose of apprehsnding the
plunderers described in his letter. negolved
to authorise him to employ as many peons as
may be immediately negessary to put a ston
to the derrelation which have been commenced
in the Z%4l1lsh of Ramnads (n.353) anito
desire him to call upon the | and
geminiare in the Z2illah to contribute by
every means in their power, towaris the
suppregsion of the digorders aceording to
the terms of their sunmuis and gabuliats.

Resolved further to sathorise him

to offer such rewards as he may Jjuige proper
for the Alscovery of the offenders.

The Board deem it expedient to
authorise the Board of Revenue to take
such ateps as they may think proper for
relieving the searcity, which is felt in the
Zi1lgh of Ramnad, dbut the Board are of opinion
that this subjeot will be more effectually
attained by being left to the orlinary
operation of commercial intercourse.
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Publie Department

To the Honorable the Court of Mrectors
for affairs of the Fon'ble the United
Cempany of Herchants of Znzland trading
to the Sast Indies,

Hon'ble Sir S

1. We stated to your Hon'bla Court

in our Jeneral Despateh from this Departe
ment of the 6th Mar 1807, the measuras
which we had adopted Tor encouragzing the
importation of Grain at this Presidencys;

and ve informed you that we had appointed

a Committee for the purpose of exarcising

a general superint @ over the Orain
Market during the present period of scarcity,

e 4o deem it mnnecessary o detall
the particular objects which engaged the
attention of the Committee after thelir
appointment, The material object was the
adoption of an arrangement to provide for
the security of such Graln as mizht be dise
posed of to the Compasy under the terms
of the Juarantee price which 1% had been
udged advisable to establish and the
Committee in that view decided on the plan
of dividinz the Grain in certain portions
among the respective Members who would
hold themselves rasponsible for the
quantity in their custody,

3, The Committee in a letter which was
addressed to us under date the 14th April
i1ast, reported this arrangement; and they

at the same time submitted for our determi-
nation whother 1t would be continued;

or whether 1t mizht not be more satise
factory that the detalled management of

the Grain should be vested in a person to

be apaohny[appolnm for that duty,\\ld )

4e In a Minute which Lord William
Bentinck recorded on that aceasion, His
Lordship highly approved the zeal and Sy
which had been fested by the Membors

of the Grain Committee, (ils) Lordshi
however stated thet it had not bean intended

India Office Recordss Letters from
Port ot. aeorges 33/5/4/335
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that they should be burthened with the
responsibllity of receiving under their
individual (.. ) the Grain brought

to this place for general consumption

but that they should be considered a Board
of Superintendence and Control, From the
quan(tity) of rice which had been received
into the public stores, His Lordship (con)-
sideded it of consequence that the
Committee should be relioved of personal
responsibility and that the whole should
be placed under the custody of one person,
subject to the gzeneral authority of the
Committee,

Se Lord William Sentinck described
the particular gualifications which the
officar of custody would require, and as

a prop(+ ) excitement to the exertion

of his activity and zeal, His Lordship
proposed that a commission of three per

ecent should be allowed on the sales of

all Grain from the public stores, to

be divided in the proportion of ¥/5 to

the Principal Officar of Custody and of 2/5
to the Assistant who was also recommended
to be appointed, 1t being understood

that thmrog::od commission should

defray charges incidental to the
management of the Grain, with the exceptlon
of wastage and godown e,

6o Lord #“4lliam Ssntinck recommended
that Mr, Robert Sherson should be placed
inecharge of the Grainj and that Mr, William
Cooke should be appointed his Assistant,

and to act as Cecretary of the Grain

Commi ttee,

Te These measures having received the
soncurrencalof Mr, Petrie were accordinglyAl?
carried into effect, As however they
appeared to Mr, Oakes to be liable to very
forciblo objections, a Minute was recorded
by Mr, Oakas under &sto the 4th instan

in which he has explained the reasons t
{nduced him to dissent from the Resolutioms
which had been adopted,

3 Mr, Oakes considered the system of
management which had been ted by the
Grain Committee to have been in all respects

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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satisfactorys and as it had been prosecuted
with great zeal by the saveral Membars; he
anticipated very bensficial effects from
the competition which was likely to arise
uoag- a Native Servants, entrusted with
the ediate cars of irain, in checking
all improper charges, . L')all:ea stated
that the jentlemen compesing the Committes,
being of hizh rank in the service, and
having handsome salaries and -ufrlchnt
leisure, they neither mm nor wished
that ths additionsl tr @ which they had
under taken should entall any expense upon
the Government,

9 Mr, Oakes proceeded to a roview

of the eircumstances which had led %o

the sugzestion contained in the letter of

the rain Committee, regarding a modl-

fication of the system which had been

adopted for the care of the Grain, and

the inferences drawn from that view having

tended to establish the belief that the

Committee had been induced to submit the

g:oponl. under the impression that 1t would
acceptabla to Lord William Bentinek

for purposes of personal favor, while %ho

expance which was likely to be incurred was

deemed by Mr, Oakes inordinate, and

unnecessary, he expressed himself on the

subject in ’:u'u of particular disapproe

bation.(y )

10, Lord ¥illiam Bentinck, in a Minute
whic¢h he recorded in reply to that of

Hr, Oakes, strongly disclaimed the motives
with wh:lc’n he had been charged; and
sonsidering the assertion which had been
advanced to be utterly unfounded, His
Lordship deemed 1t necessary, in the first
instance, to knov with whom the mis(s)tatement
had origlauted and accordingly proposed

a further mqnlry for that purpose,

i1, A farther explanatory Minute having
been recordsd by Mr, Oakes, it was decided
that an examination should take place of the
Members of the iJrain Committee in ragard.

to their motives in proposing to the Jovern-
ment a modification in the enant of
the arain!mnnd in conseguence ¢
decision the attendance of the Hemb¥:
the Grain Committee was reguired at =
on the 8th instant, :
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12, The examination of each Gentleman
of the Committee having been separately
recorded, we shall only regquest your
raferonce to the papars for a particular
account of the impression which appears

to have existed in the minds of the Members
of the Committee, in the proceedings which
had occurrad without dwelling on the
motives which induced the Committee (to)
propose a modification of the system which
they had adopted, we shall observe that
the result of the examination relisved
Lord William Sentinck from the imported
desire to influence the opinions and
proceedin-s of the Committee, as on that
point the taestimony of the Members of

the Committes was decided,

13, Since that examination different
minutes have been recorded by Lord William
Bentineky by Mr, Petrieland by Mr, Oakes) (v
on the guestion under discussiong and as
the subject had led to observations of
more than ordinary asperity, we deem 1t
proper to lose no time in submitting the
whole of the papers to your particular
attention,

14, The Mimatesof Lord William Bentinck
and of Mr, Petrie have continued to defend
the measure of placing the Jrain under the
management of ¥Mr, Sherson and of his Asslise
tant Mr, Cooke, as essential to the due
preservation 0% that valuable property,

and as an arranzement of advantage and
economy to the Company - while the Minute
of Mr, Oakes have continuad to draw
conclusions of an entirely opposite nature,

18, The nature of the discussion renders
us particularly reluctant to enter into
further detail in this despatch; and we

are willing to hope that the papers, of which
we have transmitted copies, will place you

in ample possession of our respective
opinions on the question, and leave no
dirficulty in deciding on its merits,

“e¢ have the honor to be
with great respect
Hon'ble Ju';
Yours faithful
humble servants

Fort 5%, #lliam Bentinck
Jeorge ) Codwdn, ¢
19th May William Petrie
1807 Vakes
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Read the following letter from
Government (7285)

Letter Lfrom Cowernment to the Board
of Revepue

To

Edward Saunders, Esge
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue,

Gentlemen,

We herewith trangmit for your infomation
copy of Memorandum regarding the existi
practice of pressing Cocolies in the Northemn
Circars, and desire to require your opinion
upon the Regulations therein suggested.

We are, Gentlemen,

Your most obedient servants,
Hobart
E. Saunders :
Be We Fallowfield

Fort 5t. George
23 September 1795

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue
Proceedingss P/285/17 (17 September to 12 October
1795): Memorandum on Rooleys
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Memorial regarding the practice of
pressing Coolies on the Northern Circars.

The inhabitants of the Northern Circars
particularly the lower, tho' not least useful
casts of them, labour under some grievances, and
hardships in common with their more Southern
neighbours; others are peculiar to these provinces
and appear to be the banefull remaing of the usages
which obtained during the mogul government, perhaps
the worst existing, if an inference is drawn from
the situation of the neighbouring provinces, belonging
to the Nizam, once fertile, and flourishing now
desolated. Such was a practice which has wisely
and justly been abolighed by Government, of Batta
being levied upon villages, whenever it became
nwouarg to detach sepoys; for the collection of
the (7287) revenue, or any other purpose.* Such is
the practice which gtill gmniln of pressing the
lower casts of the inhabitants, on all occaslons,
and dragging them, often from the plough, and
sickle, to carry burthens, for which they frequently
receive no kind of compensation, and when they do
it is always arhitrary, and often inadequate to thelr
trouble. Hence/celieetion is much impededs But|.clluweis,
this is not all. FPrequently, when prest, they
are kept under close confinement, for four and
twenty hours, or longer, till they are wanted, and
it often happens, that during this time, no provision
at all 1s made for their subsistence, and in this
starved condition, are they drove forth under
guards to carry loads.

When Detachments of sepoys march thro'

the country, under the command of native commissioned
or non commissioned (7288) officers, it is a fact
that the coolies they press and employ to carry
thelir baggage, etc. never receive any the smallest
compensation for their trouble. The sepoys fre-
quently force the inhabitants to carry themgelves
with their ams, etc. on the slightest cause of
indisposition, nay often without any cause. ZEven
lascars act in a similar manner, upon the strength

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
1st October 1795.

¢ Seebendy Sepoys will levy thig Batta
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of a red, or a yellow jacket. When Detachments are
marched under the charge of Buropean officers,
sometimes prest coolies are paid, and sometimes
they are not. Similar treatment occurs when
officers are travelling in congequence of removal g,
etce as/meel as when other gentlemen pass thro'{i..li
the country. This statement is not meant to

Reg reflect on any body of men, or individually
for amx many gentlemen see the coolies thn;ss
employ paid their just hire. But it has (7289)
erronfously been conceived by gome, that acco rding
to the custom of the country, the villages are
obliged to furnish coolies to people of every
description who pass, without payment upon the
suppogition that the hire of such coolies is
charged by the villages to the Circar or deducted
{rom their rents, whereas no such charge is ever
made, or admitted of. It is no uncommon thing,

on the approach of a Detachment, or of travellers,
to see the people of a village immediately sun

off from the fear of being prest to carry Burthens
and conceal themselves till such Detachmentg or
travellers have past, so if they have the good
fortune to escape being press, they at any rate
lose the time they Ao conceal themselves.

It 1s presumed that this gritefvance
requires only to be made known to Goverament in
order to have redress applied (7200) and the present
is conceived to be the best time to lay the matter
before Lord Hobart during his tour, that he may have
an opportunity of obgerving and enqui ring whether
or not the foregoing statement 1s just and true.

The following sketch of Regulations or
orders with a view of removing or at least of
alleviating the grievance above stated is humbl y
submitted to his Lordship's superior Judgement. -

1. That the rates of cooley hire from station
to station, shall be ascertained at all the
principal stations in the Circars, by the Collectors
Commanding Officers, and Cutwalls of these stationg;
whe#e there is no Collector by the Commanding Officer
and Cutwals of these stations, where there is

no Collector by the Commanding (7201) Officer

and Cutwall; the same to be publighed in all
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Orderly Books and registered in the Collectors
Cutcherees, and Cutwalls Choultries for the
infomation, and guidance of all travellors
and a report made thereof to Government.

2. All officers and others previous to their
march, are to hire coolies for carrying their
baggage at the place &4 from whence they set out,
to the station to which they intend to gey oOr

to some intemmediate station, at which coolies
may probably be hired, paying according to the
rates fixed at the station they come from. If
coolies are not readily to be procured to hire
they are to :gpl:f to the Cutw or in case of
fallure or delay on his part, to the Commanding
Officers If it is required these coolies are

to have half their hire in advance and the Cutwall
must be made responsible in case of their running
awvay on the wad. (7282)

3. As officers and others may happen té
be distressed on the road for want of carriage,
in consequence of coolies running away, in this
case they are to n.gply to the Amildar, Cutwall or
other headman of the village where they want to be
uupg}iod with coolies. If they are not to be f“
to hire to the next station, they are to be paid
while employed at the rate of a Star Pagodaj and
a half saor month (the usual cooley hire in time
-peace) or two and a half Madrag fanams per day.
as Madras fanams are not in cireculation to the
northward of Ongole, they are to receive an
adequate amount in dubs, agreeable to the rate of
exchange for instance, if a rupee rechoned at
12 Madras fanamg ranges for 72 dubs, or 13 fanams
at 4 dubs to a fanam, a cooley is to receive 15
dubs per day in lieu of 2§ Madras fanamg. (7293)

“te That upon an officer being furnished as
above with coolies, he 1s to have his name,

rank and number of his Corpsy with the Headman of
the village, who in case of any complaint being
made by the coolies as furighed on their retum
is to represent the same to the Collector of the
District in order that if he cannot adjust the
matter, it may be reported to Government. Other
Gentlemen on similar cases to leave their names
and address.
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5. That on the march of Detachments,
Commanding Officers are to endeavour to procure
coolies to hire as before directed. Bt in case
of emergency, and when it becomes necessary to
press coolies, Commanding Officers are to be held
respongible that they are pald at the rate above
1«:::109 that their pay 1s to commence the day
they are fumished and that they are to be
relieved at the next gtage, or as soon as others
can be procured. (7204)

6. Officers in Command off native Corps

are to issue the strictest orders that no Detachments
of their Corps or npo{s marching thr' the country
are on any account whatever to press or employ
coolies, without paying them at the rate above
specified, and they are to inflict an examplary
punishment on such as are found guilty of dis-
obedience of these orderse Officers in command
o;rmtl?pun Corpsy; to issue orders to the same

effec

Te In the event of sepoys or others being
taken sick on the march and obliged to be carried

on by coollesy, such coolies are to be pald by the

Pa ymaster of the Station at the rate above sgpecified
o8 a bill certified by the Officer Commanding the
Detachment or the Officer Commanding the station.

8 All coolies required for Detachmention
the public Departmentsg of the Paymuster Commigsary,
etes to be fumished, (7296) and pald in the
manner above stated.

e That altho' these orcers are intended
chiefly with a view to the northem Circars, they
are to be considered as general, and to be carried
into effect thro' the whole of the Hon'ble Company's
possessions on the Coast where gimilar practices

in regard to the pressing of coclies prevail.

Thege orders to be sent thro' the proper
channel to all Collectors, and to be by them
promulgated in their respective districts.

A True Copy
(Signed) Dan Jnce

Minute thereon

On the foregoing the Board obgerve that altho'
inst muctiong were given from time to time to those
Ié: th-:’.hnrgo of the districts for using every endeavour
gua scennas
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Read the following letter from the
Acting Collector in the 3rd Division of the
Vizagapatam District.

To
Edward Saundersy Etc.
Pregident and Members of the
Board of Revenue,
Fort 5it George

Gentlemen,

In compliance with your directionsg under
date the 22nd January, I have now the honour &ts of
trangmitting to youldrawn up according to the
specimens (3330) therein enclosed) the rates and
distances of Cooly hire,Pallankeen boys, bullock
and cart hire to the different stations with-in
the boundaries of the Havaily. The rates of hire
are here get down at the customary amount, which
has obtained in these parts for a great length
of time and is from the best information I could
possibly procure fully adequate to the labour.

I have the honour to be with resgpect,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient servant

(8igned) J. Warricker
Acting Collector

Chicacole
22nd March 1796

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedingss
4th April 1796. o
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(72656) On the foregoing, the Board
obgerve that althongh the ingtructions were
ilvon from time to time to those in charge of

he districts for “nt every endeavour to

(7206) guard the inhabitants against oppression,
yet they are sensible that the Chlefs and Councils
from want of local infomation and other
el rcumstances made no effectual exertion to
remove various grievances, but as the late
change of system in the Circars had in view
the removal of past irregularities and adverting
to the directions contained in the Proclamation
and general instrctions in November last as well
to the general orders of the Government in the
Military department gent to the Collectors in
pDecember following the Board have been led to
expect that the utmost extertions would be
made to correct defects and to render abuses
as little prevalent as possible.

Ordered that copies of the foregoing
Memo randum be sent to the Collectors in the
Circars and that they be desired to report
the reon with the least possible (7207) delay
suggesting any slterations or additions as may
from thelir local knowledge appear best calculated
to effect the object of them.

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue
Proceedings: P/285:17
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The Right Mon'ble Lord Hobort
novernor-in-Council
Fort 9t. George

Vy Lﬂrd.

T have had the honour to receive
¥r., Deputy Secretary Tilk's letter of
the 4th insgtant and agreeably %o your
commands transmit accompanying an acoount
of the different articles (p.3898) upon
whioh duties are collected at the Land
custom House. The duties are exacted
from all deseription of persons upon
gooig coming into the Port or Black Town
overlani. %o duties are collected by me
upon articles exported.

1t ig necemsary to obgerve that
the percentage which the native merchants
have voluntarily appropriated for nearly
nalf a century to the use of the several
churches upon all articles of merchaniise
of overiand inmport ani export are for the
accommol ation of the gmreh wardens ecollacted
at the Lam Custom House by the church
wardens themselves Oor Persons delegated
by them for that purpose. But as I have
no interference in this duty and consequsntly
never enter the amount of thege donations
in my accounts I have not thought it
necessary to take any notine of them in
the statermsnt herawith tranaritted. T have
the honour to be with great respect.

My Lord
Your Lordghip's moat obedient
humble servant

George rYaryy
Land Customer

Lani Custom House
Port 3%. George
11th Ootober, 1795

tndia OFfice Records: radras Revenue
fonsultationst
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No.15: Raeceived the following letter from
Mr, G Parry

To
2o Saunders
President and Members of the Board
of Revenue

sentleman,

In obedi to your orders contained
in Mr, Secretary ngton's letter of the
20th ultimo, I have the honour to lay before
you a statement of my collections in the
1ast offisdial year, including fees of every
denomination under the respective haeads,
and the rates at which collected,

T have the honour to be
Gentleman your most obediert
huable servant

Jeorge.2atry

Land Cygigmer

Fort 8¢, Gourio

Tndia Office necordss Madras Board

of tevenue Proceedings: P/285/24, M . Jluuy bl demvoa
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Mr, 3, Parry
Land Customer

Siry

I am directed by the Board to desire
you will lay before them a statement sheving
the names of the pago charities and fees
payable from the collections under the
denomination of "Fees to the different ﬂ
shurches and other charitable institutions
the suthorities and dates thereof, by which
such collection is mades the rules, and
rates of assessment also explaining
the mode of collection and under wvhat
Regulations the distribution is made,

1 am your most obedient servant
¥illiam Srown
Secretary

Port 5t, Geor
30th April, 1796

India Office Recordss Madras Board of :

levenue Proceedings: P/

]

1
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tead the following letter from the Land Customer.
To Zdwvard Safuimd “sq. President and Kembers of the
Board of Nevenue..scececee

fentlemon

I have duly received your Segretary's letters of
the 30th ultimo ani 2nd instant. On the subject of
thege lattersg it is negespary T should premise gag.mQE}
that 1t never has been considered any part of ¢
customer's duty to interfere in any respect in the
¢olleection or 41 stridbution of the fees to the different
churcheg* ani other charitable institutions and that I
an consequently unable from my own immediate knowledge
t0o furnish the informmtion required. The above oircum-
gtance I have he retofore pointed out to the =t. Yon.
the FPresident-in-Touncil in a letter bearins date 11th
October 1794 of which letter as being connected with
the subject in agitation T take the liberty to tranemit
accompanyirng ¥o,.1 a eopy. But desirous of laying before
you .‘l‘lr{ infornation which my situation ensdbles me to
collect T have t0 moguaint you that the fees on acoount
of the 4ifferent churches etc. were for upwards of 20
Qm_gdhotuﬁ at the lani custom house ona Veerah

1 a respectable mand and an old gervant in the
office who took upon himself the duty (which p.3893 is
not T unierstand proiuctive of the smallest ent
of any kini to the persen so employed) at the gencral
solicitation of the Church Tardens. It was I unierstand
oustomary for Veerah Fillah to ad just the accounts of
fees with the comicopelies of the differext Pugodas eto.
and to psy them the amount monthly and these conicoplies
after passiry a receipt to Veerah Pillah paii the
respective monthly amount collecgtions to the Church
Vardens of thewe several Pagodas. In the month of Ootober
1793 Teerah Fillah then a servant in the office and
exployed in the adjustment of the church fees died and
“oobramanyah 7i{llsh my head conicoply in the office at
the request of the church Wardens undertook the manage-
ment of the business which has T an informed since that
period been coniucted according to mode pursued by
Veerah Fillah. These aceounts were never considered as
forminz any part of the reecords of the land customers
(2. 3884) Dervartment anl the accounts of Veerah Pillgh
are not of course to be founi in the office. 7T have
already obsorved that the lan! Tustomer has no inter-
forence in this buginess and think 1t furthar necessary
to remark that the ciroumatances stated in the Vemo
annexed to0 the ajpunt submitted with my letter to yous
Board of the 1st January last render it almost imposaible
that any part of this duty could be coniucted unier his
directions., Soobramanyah Pillah at my desire has furnished
me with a particular aceount of the 4ifferent olas elz
and—eiroass on gccount of whloh donations are collected

Indig Office Regorigt Madras Zoprd of Revenue Froceedingsi
»/285/11: Dated Nay 1795
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unier his superintemiance ani has informed me that the
different Deels of Nonation therein apecified are
depoeited in trust with hin, This amount is herewith
transmitsed marked No.2, Soobramanyah FPillszh at my
degire has also furnished me with partioular statement
¥0.3 of tha asollections of ¥ees on aceount of the

town Pago’a asince the peried (p.3895) of his under-
taking the sunerintendance of this business to the date
of his last adjustnent with Chinnsjen. He informs

me that thage fees have for many years been paid to

tha same church warden chioa Pillah who could conge-
quently furnish the amount required in your Secretary's
letter of the 2nl1 imstant. But not being acquainted

wi th the motives whioch nay have induced you to gall

for thia account T 441 not think it aivisable to hols
any communication on the subjeot with Choeah "illah
without your previous sanction.

In “ply..-. T IR R T

7ort St. Ceorge Sizned s Parry
751795

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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nead the following letter from
the sea ocuastomer

To
Sdward “asuniers Reqe.,
Pregident and Memberg of the Board
of Revemie.

Centlemen,

T have received your Secretary's
letter of the 2nd instant, desiring me to
lay before you a "statement of Mees which
have been collected anmually on acoount
of the Town Pagoda for the last ten years."

Since T have had charge of this
office, no feeg of this description have
been collected by me, or any of the servants
of the employ, nor has any ever been
eollected by my predecessors, as (p.4227)

T am informed by the oldeat Conieop n
the office. I undersgtani the fee is a
mre charitable voluntary donation from
the merchants of the Gentoo and Malgbar
cast, anl received by a conicoply appointed
by the Monegar or church warden of the
Town Paszola.

x ¢ hﬂvﬂooooocoooca-
(sizned) James Call
Sea Customer
Fort %t. Gecrge
7th May, 1795

om Mr. . Bgker

(p.4238) Prom the Manager for the
suppliss oF Beetle & Tobacco. Meporting
that Tegoda 625-3-30 have been paid by the
Beetle Gardeners on aceount of the Town
Pagola since the management, and thelhe
has levied Pagoias 341-23 of the fines
ordered by the Board.

India Office Records: »/285/12:
Proceedinge of the Madras Board of
Reverme: Dated 21.5.1795.
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To

¥r. George Farry
Lanl Customer

air,

The Roard desire me to acinowledge
the receipt .f your letter dated the 7th
instant, with itg enclosures. The fees
gollected for the 4ifferent Pagodas at
the Tiand ustom Office, from the native
mechants, is termed by you a voluntary
contribution am! 1t wonld anpear from
the statement No.? delivered by you that
1t cannot heuutly be asongidered in any
other light. ™ut as the Roard must nece-
ssarily look to you for information on all
points relative to collections made at
the Lani Suston House under every denomi-
nation whatever, or which may regard the
coniuct of those employed umier you in
that Department in denanding, enforeing
or rendering an aceount of the payment
thereof, I have their directions to
inform you that they expect the fullest
information in your power to afford on
the «4077) subject and they desire you
will o from the conicoply and lay
before them the original agreements sald
to have bsen given by a certain number
of merchants %o pay the fees in question,
at the same time reporting whether they
are usually demanied on the goodg of all
native merchants indigerivinately; if
not, what are the exceptions ani whether
in case of the refusal to answer such
demand the goolg of the individual are
detained to enforce compliance.

You will be pleased slso to obtain
from Chorah Pillgh and lay before the Board
the information recuired to complete the
atatement of fees nollected on aceount of
the Town Paroda for ten vears, as called
for under date the 2n1 instant.

I an direoted to inform you in reply
to the latter part of your letter, that
the charge for Iamp oil was admitted of and
meant to be included in the permission
granted and signified to (p.4078) you in
the Acting Secretary'e letter or the 3rd
March %0 which you refer.

I an Sir your obedient
sexvant
william Brown
Secretary
Tort St. Cleorge
lbth h:' 1795

Iniia OFfi ce Tecords: Madras Board of
Ravenus Proceedinzar »/ /
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 7ead the following letter from the Land
Cus tomer:

TOo

Edward “gunders “el.
Pregident anl Members of the
Board of “evenue,

Gentlenen,

Imnediately on receipt of your
Seoretary's laetter of the 15th instant
T called upon Choacah Fillah for the
statement of cgollections masie at the lLand
Custom House 5&.«692 on account of the
Town Pagoda ist March, 1785
to the 16th %eptember, 1792. Chooah "illgh
has been in the country ani thereby
prevented gending this account at an
earlier perioi, T have now the honour
to lay the original before you.No. 1 and
¥0.2 1a an abstract of fees collected
on the above acocount in 10 years visz.
from the 1st March, 1785 to the 28th
Pebruary, 1795. T have in consequence
of your orders made emulry respecting
the oasts of the natives from whom the
fees on account of the Pagoias are collected
and fin® they are paid by all persons
excepting Turopeans, Portugese, Armenians
and Malabar Christiagns. The people of
the left hanl cast in gemeral pay fee
on account of the Pagoias of both the left
and right hand casts exeepting the people
of the Acharawauk cast who do not ray any
feea to the Zachaleeswern snd Conighsawmy
ragodas. The people of the »ight hand
cast pay fees on aaccount of all the
different pagoim mentioned in the list
accompanying «4670) my letter of the
7th May excepting Pagoias of Nachalees-
weren and Conlasavmy, which are of the
left hani cast. T now send you agreeably
to your ordereg the original donmation deeds
in favor of the following Pggoias eto.

Imitia Office necords: »/285/12: Proceedings
of the Madras Board of Revenue.
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Yagambra “awern, Cachalla Tsweren,
Shintadrape ttah, Calettypettah Vuriarajah
Swamy, “treeperambadoor Basheagarsh Swamy,
Theroo Oacheyoor, Gollen choultry.

One Ponnappah chitty I unierstand
some time since obtained the deed in favour
of the Conlah Awamy Pagoia from the church
warden cComarapah Chitty andi refuses to return
it. Tn regarl to the deeds of Nonation in
favour of the Triplicane fod, "artasarddic
and the Charities made under the direetions
of Veerapermal, in his Jagheer Streshurry
Collsr, my conicopilly Soobramaneyah Pillah

+4671) informs me he has alrealy aequainted
you when called before your Board, that
the former is deposited with Tamboo ¥aick
the church warden at present at Tanjore
and the latter with lr, John De FPries as
Joint executor with Avaiamum Paupiah and
Aveneguidalah Vencalachileiyer to the estate
of Ooperaul Casheveyer. The original deeds
in favour of Mannatal or the Dancing girls
attached to the Pagodas ete. is socarcely
legidble from the ravages of time. . copy
of 1t as near as 1t can be traced is now
transmitted. T can only asnwer to the
remaining point of information regquired in
your %egretary's letter of the 15th instant that
I have only known one instance of a necessity
exi etinz for detaining goods as securi
for the payment of the church fees. This
was in the month of March last when the
disputes were raging beatween the "ight and
Left hanl casts., WMy conicoply acquainted
(P.4672) me that Ponna Thetty (a man of

ons turbulent Adisposition) was

forming parties of people of the Teft hami
east and persuading them to refuse payment
of the church fees. “ome of the Party in
consequence did refuse payment of the fees
and knowing the effeet that such innovation
would have (and indeed wag evidently meant
to proiuge) at such a tive, I desired
Soobramaneyah in consejuence not %o allow
the goods in question to pass until the fees
had been paid according to former custom.
This Ponnappah chitty has been for many
years a principal instigator of the very
dangerous digputes that have happened between
the two caste, and was one of the people put
unier confinement in the main guard for his
coniuot in the affray that happened in
Mareh last. At the same time that T acquainted
Ponnapna Chitty and his party with my
determination not at that time to admit
of any deviation from established (p.4673)

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org
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custom in the payment of the church fees

T informed them that I had no sort of
interest in the business and that if they
felt in the smallest degree aggrieved at
my coniuct in the instance in quesgtion or
were desirouns of withdraving their donations
altogether, they might refer the point to
your Board; and added that it wouldbe

very satisfactory to me individually if
they couli obtain your order for putting
the sollection of the church fees upon guch
a footing as wonld free myself and the
gervants in the Lanil Custom fouse from the
trouble attached to it, This eonversation
I sonceive must have given rise %o the
petition aidressed %o your Roard sometime
since respecting my conicoply “oobramaneya
Pillsh who has managed the business of
sollecting tha chureh fees since the death
of Veerah Pilly. T have now given you

all the information in my power upon the
points contained .4874) in your Secgretary's
letter of the 15th instant and although T
Ao not consiier myself at all responsible
for the collection or mole of di gtributing
the church fees I must ald my hope that
some moie may be substituted for the future
collection of the cmurch fees (1f such
gollection fall to be hareafter made unier
your sanction) that may relieve mysell

and the head conicoply Socbramaneyah Pillah
from the trouble and vexation which parties
made upon the sarne principle as that
exerted in the instance in question by
ronnappah Chitty must negessarily produce.

T have the honour %o be gentlemen

Your most obedient humble gervant
feorge Parry
Land Customer
Port ot. Oeorge
318t May, 1795.

Neeision of Board

L4b1t) Opdered that the Deeds reseived with
the forezoinz letter be examined prenaratory
to taking subject inte full gonaileration,

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13
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fent the followines letter to the Land Mustomer:
o

Hre. G. Parry,
Land Tustomer.
Sir,
The Board denire vou will famish
without delay a 1list of native servants
necessary for the coninet (p.2168) of your
employ, an? of the wages vy>n are of opimion
should be allotted to each, upon a

supposition that all fees an? gratulties
of whatever deseription, are to bhe abolinhed,

You mill at the same time trangmit
a gtatemont shewins the amount hitherto
received by them, respectively under their
Aifferent heads.

I am your mopt obedient
servant

T te Lushington

icting Secretary

Tort °t. Geomme
eni1 ¥arch, 1796,

Tnidia Office Recoris: Veadras Board of
Teverme Proceedinsasr P/985/30.
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Read again the following letterithe Ao
land customer noticed in Consultation. (2853)

To

Edgard Saunders, Esqe,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue

Gentlemen,

Agreeably to your directiong contained in
your acting Secretary’s letter of the 2nd instant,
I have now the honour to lay before you three
statement, under/belew A, B& C. The first being Aliv-
a list of the natlve servants sx employed at the
Land Custom House in the pay of the Company,
specifying the monthly pay drawn by each. The
second a list of the same servants specifying as
well their pay drawn from the Company, as their
averaged receipts in donations from the Merchants
and the third a 1list of native servants reguired
in the Land Custom House, with the wages which they
should receive upon a supposition, that all fees
and gratuities, of whatever description are to be
abolisheds The Rate at which the (28564) the Head
Conicoplys fees are levied is particulary specified
in the Memorandum annexed to the enclosure of my
letter dated lst January 1795, to which I beg
permission to refer you and the exact amount of
thege fees hasg been regularly inserted in my Monthly
Accountse Out of these fees, the Head Conicoply
has been obliged to make occasional additions to
the pay of servants in the office, whose receipts
Iy the Company have not been found sufficient
for their maintenance, as also to digburse a
certain proportion in donations to the Pagodas. These
fees being proposed to be abolighed, I cannot but
consider the Head Conicoply entitled to the pay of
20 Pagodas per month, particularly as my servant
Soobramoneyah Pillah 1s a man of exceeding good
character, and has alvays conducted himsgelf much to
my satisfaction. I amadgsured that the amounts
(2858) of donations from the merchants to the
different servants specified in the statement B
i1s farily averaged, there is no fixed rate for any
servants but the Head Conicoply nor is any sum

India @§ffice Records: Madras Publie Consultationg 1.5\t
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levied, as a right, by any other servants, whose
receipts are precarious, depending on the will
of the merchants,whose donations;as I have stated
them, are considered perfectly voluntary. The
ments of these donations to the native servants
s been customary since the establishment of
the office, such custom originating, I conceive
in an idea of acknowledgement for :L. asglistance
rendered by the servants individually in the
collections and management of the charitable
donations for the support of the Pagodas, etce.

The Intewreter Shunmogaroy has druwn
the pay inserted in the different (28566) statement),
of Pagodasy 28, Alnce the death of his relaition,
Davenaegum, who drew the same allowance for a very
long period. The office being sctually sincoure
the pay must, I conceive, have been granted, originally
48 a revard for some essential service rendered to
the Company.

While dn the subject of charitable donations
for the support of the different Pagodasy I beg leave
to submit to your consideration here/for I am | b ..o
congldered responsible for the original deeds,
trangmitted to you with my letter of the 3lst May
1795, and whether they should not be returned to me
for the purpose of restoring them to the persons with
whom they were lodged in trust.

Conceiving it to be your intention to simplify
the collection of the land customs, and to abolish
fees of every denomination (2857), I think it my
duty to bring to your notice the ¢ircumstance of ny
own emolument arising solely from fees, which are
collected agreeably to the rates specified in the
Memo randum, annexed to the statement, accompanying
ay letter of the lst January 1795. I hope, Gentlemen,
I shall not be thought to trespass on the is.uu
of my duty in suggesting a mode of indemnifying the
Company for the deduction which would arise from
the receipts of revenue were my own salary to be
discharged from the collection of Customs. My
suggestion 1s the levying an addition of # per cent
on the different articles now paying 2§ per cent

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




advaloreme I enclose (marked D) a list of these
articless I have made a calculate of the value

of the goods of this description entered at the
Custom House in twelve months, which may be
averaged at one lack and fifty thousand Pagodase

The (2868) additional # gor cent would make annually
750 Pagodas, or monthly 62§ Pagodas, which sum
might, I trust, be considered a falr salary for the
Land Customern The additional § per cent, when
fees of every discription whatgoever are abolighed,
cannot, I assure you, impoge any additional tax

on the merchants, and should it appear to you

that the simplifying the demand of customs will be
productive of great convenience to the merchants,
and tend to incresase the inland trade, I hope my
suggestion may appear not uaworthy of your attention.

I take thes opportunity of representing that
since the month of September last, when my stockof
stationery was totally exhausted, I have been under
the necessity of purchasing such guantity of that
article as I found requisit (2858) for current
consumption. My disbursements have amounted, on
average, to about 4§ Pagodas monthly, during this
period; and I have to reguest authority for inserting
the charge in my accounts. My indents of stationery
was forwarded to you on the 10th March 1795 for
the then succeeding year, and in reply to frequent
references I have privately made on the subject have
been infomed that it has, with other indents,
from the Revenue Departments, been laid before the
Right Hon'ble the President in Council and that no
decision has yet passed upon them.

I have the honocur to be,
Gentlemen,

Your most obedient humble gervant

(Signed) George Parry
Land, Customs r

Fort St. Geroge
14th March 176
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The Right Hon'ble Lord Hobart,
Governor in Couneil

My Lord,

Several representations having been
delivered to us, signed by a number of native
merchants complaining that their goods were detained
by the head conicoply at the Land Customers Office
because they had declined the payment of certain
fees and luvlng.r.qnutod that their goods might
be ordered to passed on paying the Comp 8
establighed duties with the fees to the Land
Customer, we called upon Mnr Parry to report on
the subjact for our information. Upon receipt
¢f his reports as well as upon reference to the
proceedings in this Department, it appeared that
the fees in question had at different periods been
agreed to by some of the merchants as voluntary
donationg to particular individuals or particular
churches, arising we apprehend from motives of
collusion with the native servants and at other
timeslfrom the influence of the prineipal Dubashes L(3°%)
employed by men in power who found means to gain
the congent of a few of the merchants to confer
fees on particular Pagodase But th’ originally
consldered to be voluatary as already observed,
it appears that at length the payment of them was
insisted upon gmrglly from all merchants whatever
Buropeans and Musselmen excepted, and in cage of
refusal their goods wers detained.

Adverting to the orders of the Hon'ble Court
of Directors on the subject and particularly to
those under date 28th August 1 wvherein t
authorise the total repeal of the band duties at
the Presidency in case it should appear that any
beneficial congsequences were likely to result to
the commerce of the settlement,to the ease of the
native manufacturers or to the preps progperity
of the interior country, we judged it necessary
to obtain from the Land Customer a statement of

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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his collections for the precedi {nn in order
that we might ascertain (3099) w had been the
increase or decrease of this branch of revenue
and whether it would not be consistent with the
liberal sentiments of the Court of Directors to
recommend its entire abolition.

It appears by infomation fumished to

this Board in 1792 that upon an average of 7 years
the annual receipts into the any' s treasury had
amounted to about dl:ﬂoau 8600, but it would appear
by the statement vered by Mn Parry that altho
the collection from the merchants were Pagodas
11,043-17-4, the fees and charities therein included
amounted to Pagodas 3,580-14-15, the charges
collections to Pagodas 867-16 and the payment into
the revenue treasury from the lst May 1798 to the
80th April 1794 only to Pagodas 6,586-10-8 and for
1794/5 to no more than Pagodas 5,312-2-51. Insgtead
therefore of a progressive increase as was expected,
there has been a decrease and under all circumstances
we beg leave to offer it as our opinion that it is
not an object to be put in competition with the
relief which would be (3100) afforded by an abolition
of the duties, particularly by the exterpation of
those abuses which no vigilance can prevent in théir
collections. These have been hitherto aggravated
x.th. mode of compengating the native gervants in

departments the greater part of whose allowvances

have been derived as appears from the accompanying
statements from fees upon the merchants; These are
rep resented by Mn Parry to be donations to his
servants for assistance rendered by them individually
in the collectiocgs and management of the charities
for the support of the Pagodas, ete. and sald to be

erfectly voluntary on the part of the merchants;

ut however free might have been the origin of this
usagey it 1s now grown into a demand and a refusal to
comply with it, subjects the merchants to vexatious
delay, Whatever therefore your Lordship may think fit
to detemine in respect to the continuance of the
Land Cnntonchth:l.s mode of compensating (3101) the
servants in the department should, we recommend, be
abelisheds The additional salary to the servants
which will 1n such case be required will amount to
600 Pagodas annually which with a moderate allowance
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. Upon a full consideration of the subject
of the land customs, we have resolved to continue
the same public duties as have heretofore been
levied. hat 1s to say five per cent upon the
valuable,and 2§ per cent upon the inferior
discription of goods, but we have abolighed all
fees,voluntary or involuntary,of whatsoever
description, which we think will admit of a
conslderable reduction in the number of servants
employed at present in the collection of these
Customs. We desire therefore you will submit to
our congideration «f( lists of the servants, whichla
may in your opinion be necessary for the employ
with such salaries annexed to their names as you

may Judge adequate to the duties to be required
of them.

It is our intention to provide a suitable
compensation for the land customer to be paid
out of his collections, and in consideration of
the loss which the esuxehur churches will sustain
by the abolition of fees, we direct that (3581)
that half of the amount, which may be collected
upon the valuable sort of goods at five percent
be distributed by the Land Customer alter having
first submitted the ground of such distribution to
your Board among those churches, for which the
fees have hitherto been collected.

We desire that the abolitiong of these fees
may be publighed by the authority of your Board,
akd that the Land Customer' s servants be app rized
of our resolution to punigh in the most exemplary
manner any breach of our orders.

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Pf;'oend:lnu
Letter from Government to the Board of Revenue:'dated
l4th April 1796.
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Sent the following letter to the Land

Customer.
To
M Go Parry
Land Customer
8irm

The Right Honourable President in Couneil
having determined to abolish the collection of all
fees donationg (3619) and gratuities of whatsoever
discription, and conceiving that some reduction
may in consegquence be made in the number of servants
at present loyed under you, I am directed to
desire you w submit to the Board a 1list of
those which may in your opinion be indispensibly
necessary for the employ with such salaries
annexed to their nameg as you Judge adeguate teo
the duties reguired of them.

You will attend to the orders of Government
contained in the accompanying Extract of their
letter regarding the distribution to be made to
the Churches upon the amount collected on goods
utbr{:rcmt and you will submit draft of an

advertisement to be publighed for the abolition
of the fees as ordered.
I am,
Siry

Your most obedient gervant

(Signed) <. R Lushington
Actge Secretary

Fort St. George
15th april 1

India O0ffice Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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Read the following letter from the
Land Customer. (3926)

To
Edwuard Saunders, Bsgqe,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue

Gentlemen,

Agreeably to your directions contained in
your acting Secretary's letter of the 15th ingtant,
I have the honour to 1 bu‘oro.gu (No.l) the fom
of an advertisement to be published on the subject
of the abolition of all fees, of whatsoever
denomination, at the Land Custom House. I also
enclose (No.2) a memo randum aad'g:apond distribution
among the different Pagodas of amount which
Government have resolved to allot to that purpose
in congideration of the loss which the churches
will sustain by the abolition of fees, #s I have
drawn up this statement with deliberate attention,

I trust 1t will be found congonant to your ideas
and conformable to the wighes of Government. I have
turned my attention to the necessity of curtailing,
as much as possible,the establighment of (3v27)
servants for my artment, and am sorry to say
that I cannot, withojust attention to the execution
of my duty, reduce it within the number contained
in the ueoqunr.lnt List No. (3). This Egtablighment
comprizes a dimunition of eleven Conicopolys,

and seven peons from the establighment hitherto
allotted and 1s augmented by one man to conduct

the weighing of the goods, and one Waterwoman and
sveeper, the former of which gervants was fommerly
pald by fees, by the merchants, and the latter from
the emoluments of the Head Conicopoly.

I take this opportunity of pointing out
to you the lonﬁa.nd falthful gervices of a Conicopoly
named Veerdapillay, who has served in my Department
for a period of upwards of forty years. He 1is
now incapacitated by bodily infimmity from

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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perfoming any duty, and, as he is not possessed
of any property, and has a family to support, I
think it my duty to solicit your intercession with
Government ( ) in higs behalf, in order to his
being placed upon the civil pension list. I hope
he may be thought worthy of a subsistence of 3
Pagodas monthly. He 1s very old and not likely
:: b: very long an incumbent on the Company's
unty.

I request your defision on my fomer request
respecting stationery, and my suggestion regarding
the original donations deeds transmitted to you with
.tz %ottor of the 3lst May 1795 and have the honour

@

Gentlemen,

Your most obedient Servant
(8igned) George Parry

Fort St. George
23rd April 1796

Notice is hereby given that Government
have been pleased, in the most pointed manner, to
order the digscontinuance cof the collection of all
feaes, donationg and gratuities, of whatsoever discrip-
tion, at the Land Custom Houge, at Madras, and that
the sole duty hereafter to be collected is & per
cent and 2§ per cent ad valorem, according to the
description of goods heretofore paying custom at
those rates respectively.

Government having ngo.tntod a liberal (3929)
salary for every servant acting under the Land
Customer, notice is hereby given that any native
servant in the Department who shall be detected in
offending against this resoclution of Government by
receiving, on any aco unt either directly or indirectly
any fee, or gratuity in money, or ki will be
forthwith dismissed from his employment, declared

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

96

unworthy of ever again serving the Company in

any capacity and be subject to such further

g:‘i’liimto t as Government may think proper to
e

Government luuitg in their minutes of
Couneil under date the 10th April, recorded thelir
intention of allotting to the different churches
one half of the amount which may be collected upon
the valuable sort of goods paying 5 per cent duty,
to be distributed by the land Customer, who is
directed to draw out, and submit a plan of the
distribution of such amount among those churches
for which the fees have hitherto been collect

I have annexed the statement in guestion, upon
which a few remark only appear necessary.

The one half of the amount of customs
collected on the 5 per cent goods 1s egual to 2§
per cent upon the whole value of such goods
or Mno:{ cash on every pageda, contained in such
total value. The annexed statement ig made from
the actual value of the O per cent goods passed
at the Custom Hougey In the courge of the last
monthy, viz. Pagodas 7,046-20. The rates of distri-
bution to the different Pagodas are made to corres-
pond, as nearly ag can be, with the proportion
of fees hitherto collected for each Church
respectively, and are such, I believe, as will be
perfectly satisfactory to the inhabitants.

(8igned) G. Parry
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Distribution of Ninety Cash in every Pagoda
or 2 per cont upon the total value of Goods
passed at the Land Custom House which are
subdoct to the payment of duty at the rate
of O per cent ad valorem

-

Rate to be
distributed

sl B
Mane of the Pagoda

The va lue of goods above-
menticned in the month of
March being P gn 7046-20
tt:h:hc“m “d‘?t o; l:l.:ty
& er P 5 ]
175-6276 e -

Chenracasava Permagul, the

Company' s Chureh 2 20 cash per Page 89-06-40
Pardagaradie or Miplicani

Pagoda 20  <do- 89-06-40
Basheasgarah Sawmie

of Ptreepercmbovdore 10 - do- 18-26-60
Vurd:iuah Savnize

of Callattypettah 7% =do- 14-30-51
 Yagambarah Esweren of

Madras 8 = do= 156-40-53
Condasavaie of Madras b - do=- Y= 35-30
Cachaloh Egweren of Madras 6 - do- 9= 85-30
Amurtha Theagaroyer of
Sthreecatcheyoor 5 « do= B 36-30
Audy Cagavah Pemmaul of

Chintra ettan b - do- 11-00-382
Strecharry Cottee in

Veerape Jahihe i - do=- 2«20«10
Golah Pecns Water Pundal

at Sydapettah i¢ - o= 2«20-10

Maricattal, a very old
woman attached to the
Company' s Church 3 = do~ 2-20-10

90 Casgh -do- 176-06-76

(8igned) Goerge Parry
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(8831)

List of nstive servants which are considered
indispensably necessary for conducting the dbusginess
of the Land Customer' s Department, with the monthly
pay that gshould be allotted to each, under the
cperation of the gystem of abolishing fees and
gratuities of avery description whatsoeveri-

1 Head Conicopoly Soobramonoyah Pillah 0 -« -

1 Bnglish ¥ritar Veerasswmy 5 =« =

1 Conieopoly Vencatachelum 4 -

) 3 -do~ Niliah Pillah 4- -

i ~doe  Sawmy Fillah 4- =

i - - fmployed at the “eaving Looms 2= =

i ~G> at the VWagaing places 2« -

 § -do»  to take zharge of the zoods S« =

lodged 1a Custom House
L) =do- employed at the principal 8 e =«
Blucktown gates at 2 Pags each

8 FPeong =-do- at 1§ Pags. asach id« «

“ =do- [or chopping the goods at -=do- 7T« =«
i -=Jo- employed at Sydapet 1-33-60
' i wdo- in the Blacktown 1=-33-60
2 -d>- at the Waghlag Places @ 1§ Pags. each 3-22-40
i Man to attend the welghing of the goods 5«00«00
1 MNaterwoman and sweeper @3+ 22-40
Total Pagodas 98-22-40

g o ollocks of lamp oil and

13 fanams monthly for markingsecds

(3igned) Goerge Parry
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(3832)

Agread to submit to Government the
foregoing letter from Mn Parry, with form of the
advertlgenent notifying the abolition of fees,
als® the distridbution proposed by him among the
Churche ; of the amount to da pald from the
ecllectionsy together with the required establish-
ment of natlve servants, which it 1s agreed to
reconmend be accordingly sanctioned.

In consequence of what is mentioned by Mnr
Parry of the long services and present situation
of the Conicopoly named Verdapilly, agread to
subuit his recommendation for cllowing thig old
Ban a subeglstynne of 3 Pagodas monthly to the
favourable considertica of GCovemaent.
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Govermment deaision

(p.4355) Ye approve the aivertisement
proposed to be published upon the abolition

of all fees at the Iand Custom 'ouse, as well
as the distridbution %o the 1 fferent Pagodas,
an! the establishment of servants recommended
by Mr. Parry. e also eonour in your regommen-
dation for putting the aenimlg Virdapilly
upmhthn list of pensioners at 3 Pagodas ver
month.

Jegolution of the Foard

{p.4456) Notioce is herehy given that Oovemment
have been pleased in the most pointed manner
to order the discontinuasnce of the eolleotbons
of all fees, donautions ani gratuities, of
whatsoever degeription, at the Land Custom
Houge, at Mairas, and that the sole duty
hereafter to be collegted is 5% and 2;% ad
valorem, aceoriing to the description of

goois heretofore paying custom at the rates
respectively. But any merchant making oath

to the exportation yy sea of the same identi-
ecal goodls shall upon presenting such osth be |
entitled to Araw back of half the amount from _
the (p.4457) Lani Mastomer. The quantity ' 1
an? Value of goois upon which the draw back

may be deman'ed o be determined by the sea |
customer's receipt for the axport duty.

fovernment having appointed a liberal )
salary for every servant acting unier the Land
Customer wthar“gt%%that .
any native serva DA "ty o shall ]
be detected in offending against the resolution z
of Covermnment by receiving on any acecount, either
A{reotly or indiveectly, any fee, or gratuity,
in monsy, or kini, will be forthwith 4ismissed
from his employment, deelared unworthy of
ever again gerving thes Company in any caracity}
an! be subjeet %0 such further punishment as
Government may think proper to infliet.

By Order of the Board of Revenue
(sizned) 5.3« Lushington
Acting Secretary

Port °t. George
1st Nay, 1796.

T™iia D771ne Jecords: Madras board
of Zevenues Froceedingst Prml;%s
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Sent the following letter to the Land
Cus tomers

Pagodas,

You are permitted to draw a: 30
rate of 3 Pagodas monthly on accoun
stationery from September last,

Znclosed you will receive extract
of a letter from Govermmeat whence you vill
perceive thet they have Dect ¥ the Land
r eve you [
‘ustomer and to ?dm Mr, Arthur Brooke
your Successor, ou will deliver over o

hina the records of the office, |
thh%mo of cash in hand,

The Board direct me to express
themselves satisfied with the attention
you have shewn to the duties of Land
Customer,

1 am 54r your most obedient
servan

5
S.1, Lushington
Acting Seeretary

Fort 5%, Jeor
S5th Aucust, 1&

office lecordas: as Soard
of Revenue Proceedingss p/236/38,
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reed to wait the result of M Pawney's
Proclamation.

The several Church Wardens having executed
the following Muckulkae.-

I, Medavayel Narrain Pill Church Warden
of the Pagoda of Triplicane do heredby bind and
oblige myself to keep regular accounts of the
mciptu. and espenditure of the funds of the saild
Chureh, and in the event of any complaint being
exhibited against my management thereof by the
(10204) inhabitants or others connected with the
sald Pllﬂlli I do further bind myself to lay all
such accounts before the Board of Revenue, and
to submit to any investigation, or order they may
t:tnk t:oouurr to ingtitute or issue relative
thereto.

Fort St. George
5th December 1796

The same executed by -

Runga Pilla se Church Warden of the Pagoda
at Trecachiyoor
Vencat Rayer es Ditto to a part of the Charity
of the Pagoda at Itmnmﬂ
d =

Pagtasarty Braminy .. Ditto of the Pagoda at/ Hat¥wy-
Petta near Trevathore.

Goday Mungaputty Naik .. Ditto of the Pagoda at Chintadry

Pettah
Manaly Chinfiah Modely «+ Ditto of Town Pagoda at Madras
Sedambara Pilla e+ Ditto of Yagambavason Pagoda
at Madras
Tomboo Chitty ee Ditto of Cachaly Easweren

Pagoda at Madras.

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
SHhee NG6
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To
James Call Esqe,
Sea Customer
The Humble Petition of
Chinoo Chitty, Chinandy Chitty,
Yellapah Chitty and
Cutty Chitty
Sheweth,

That from the remotest period that the English
Government had been establighed at Madras, your
Petitioners Ancestors had been employed as Weighers
of all the weighing articles brought into this Port,

which office they and your Petitioners continued to
discharge with utmogt diligency, and fidelity, for
wdl..thln; the goods of the hu.n Ameni and
Portuguese Merchants they are allowed nothing, but

on those belonging to the natives for their pain

and tmuhl, at the rate of 10 cash per Pagoda, on

the amount ‘of weighing goods, brought in. 8o they
are obliged to work for all the sald Buropean, and
Armenian Merchants|smd for what little they receive | \T
from the sald native merchantg.

But since January last, the said native (10376)
merchants refuse to pay, unto your Petitioners,
what they have hitherto done, taking advantage of
the late new Regulationg.

Your Petitioners are not paid by the Hon'ble
Company for their trouble, therefore as it 1s not just,
and reasonable that they should work for nothing, they
' most humbly beg, and entreat that your Honour wiil be

pleased to order the sald native merchants to pay

unto your Petitioner the trifle they hitherto allowed
them for their trouble.for weighing the goods,
belonging to the Company, g are allowed nothing.
Bince January last, they are obliged to work without
} any pay or other emoluments, therefore it is an object
of your immediate compassion to settle some pay for
their livelihood and that of their family.

F Tndla Office Records:
Madras Board of Revenue Proceedingst ;. \L.N4L.
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Lastly, your Petitioners are confident that
if your Honour is not pleased to order the saild
allowance of 10 cash that you will order such pay
a8 {ou may deem adequate to the sald allowance.

That the persons employed under the Land Customer
(10877) in the same capacity as your Petitioners are
under the Sea Customer are allowed certain monthly pay
by M» Smith in doing which your Petitioner as in

duty bound. Shall ever pray
Minute Thereon

Shallxeveripuyy Before the Board can take
into consideration the foregoing Petition, Resgolved
that Mn Call be directed to state his opinion of
the amount of allowance that should be granted to
the Petitioners and to assign his reasons for not
having provided for the duty, which they declare to
be perfomed by them in the estimate of servants
he formerly submitted, as competent to all the
dities of the office.
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Read the following letter from the Sea
Customer.=-

Edward Saunders, Esge,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue

Gentlemen,

I have received your Secretary's letter of
the 16th instant, desiring me to state my opinion
of the amount of allowance that should be granted
to the Brokers mentioned in my letter of the l4th
insgtant and to assign my reasons for not having
provided for them in the establishment of gervants
fomerly subitted to you.

Respecting the monthly allowance that should
be made them, I think 3 Pagodas each will be an
adequate pay. I bcg leave to recommend that their
arrears from the lst January last may be granted
to them: 1In my letter of the 1l4th inst I stated
the reason of thelr having been 4 unprovided for in
the (10668) new establishment of servants I fommerly
submitted to the Board, and I am truly concerned
that such inadvertency should have heppened and
have the honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble gervant

(8igned) James Call
Sea Customer

Fort §t. George
22nd December 1796 Minute Thereon

Agreed to sanction the allowance proposed by Mn
Call to commence from the lst instant but to infomm
him the Board cannot authorise the discharge of
the Brokers' arrears.

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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Land Customer to the Zoard of Jevenmue:

(pe503) +eeseeThe church wardens have
applied to me to have their original
donation dood:‘ rctu.-nn:, %o which

were forwvarded to you by my pr essor F
Mr, Parry with his letter of the 21,5,1795

and hope you will grant the request in
having these deeds transmitted to me
shortly, for the purpose of restoring
them to the people with vhom they were
lodged in trust,

Board's Minuter 23,1,1797

504 esss The church wardens original
c(ipo;uugn desds ordered to (be) returned,

Trndia 0ffice Hecordss Madras Board

of levenue Proceadings: P/235/48:
Extracts,
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{le)_ I shall agreeably to my promise,
rangnit a plan for the better regulation
ani conduet of the native 52.162 revenue
officers, but as 1t 111 be necessary for
me to gain the basgt information poszible
upon this subjeet, to be able to suggest
one that will answer in the fullest extent
the design that 1ia intended, I muat beg
permission of the Board %o allow me time
t0 eomaider maturely of this matter, R

The disbursements of the amount |
srecified in the 37th paragzraph of my
report; which 1t has been customary to allow
én acoount of the ceremonies parformed at
the Pagoda feasts, falls more immediately
under the mamagement of the Collector of
the 4th Division, only a trifling part of
it will be defrayed by me, 50 Pagoias
for a small pago'la in the Amberpettah
Purgunnah, He will of course ascertain
and report the exaet sum that has been
usually granted on this aceount. J

! Indig Office 7scords: Madras Board
of Yevemue Proceedings: /235/5:
Letter from Mr, Branfill, Collector
3rd Mivision Masulipatam to the
Board: pr.12-22; Proceedings

2l Jamary, 1795.
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Read the following letter from the Collector
in the 3rd Divigion of the Masulipatam District.

To
Edward Saunders, Esqe,
President and Members of the
Board of Reveaue,
Fort St. George

Gentlemen,

Agreeable to your instructions contained
in Mr. Secretary Harington's letter under date
29th ultimoy I shall report on the Arrack Farm at
Ellore as speedily as possible. Iy was my inten-
tion to have mentioned this subject in the report.
I am preparing to transmit to you respecting the
Ballances of the 8llore Havally, which I was in
hopes 1 should have been able to have completed
ere this, but of late I have been obliged to
devote my whole time and attention to the collections
in the Aumaunee countries, and to an (1817)
investigation, I have set on foot into the conduct
of my Tanadars and Peshcars and the Revenue officers
in the Purgunnahs in the Hoozed Zemindary, which
I am gorry to observe has been extremely irregular
and reprebensive. I find notwithstanding my
repeated and possitive orders prohibiting all
collections under the demomination of Grama Kirch .\~
aad that considerable sums have been collected on
that account not less than 20 per cent upon the gross
revenues, the particulars of which shall hereafter
be laid before you. At present, I am only able to
furmigh you with an account particulars of the
extra collections in one Purgumnah, namely Pentapaid.
It will however give you a complete insight into
the nature of them and show you what various methods
are practised by all ranks of people to defraud the
Circar, particularly by the Revenue officers of
the country, whose duty it ig to prevent these kind
of impositions. The Muzimdar of this Purgunnah
I have the greatest cause to complain of. He has not

India Ofr:lco? Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
M A, a5 esiy
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only collected for his ams own use (1818)
considerable sums of money> but hag on various
occasions app ressed the inhhbitants very much
by ohu;:.ng theam to furnish him gervants and
cattle to bring materials for a new houses He has
lately been erecting without giving them the
smallest recompenge. He has algo several times
required them to provide him with grain at a lower
rate than the market price by which they have been
reat logerse I have already made him refund

he greater part of the sums he has taken and
have put him into confinement,where I purpose
keeping him untill I am favoured with your
sentimentg regarding his future digposal.

. My Tanadar and Peghcaur you will perceive
have collected between them 1913 which amount | luacd -~
they have repaid to me, and I have retumed it
again myself into the hands of the inhabitants for
which purpose I remained several days in that
Purgunnahe I am in great hopes by belng thus
particular in restoring them thelir property it will
induce the inhabitants of the other (1819) Purgunnahs
to inform me when any sums not authorised by me
are demanded of theme The Tanadar and Peshcar

I have digmissed the service not merely on this
account but because they have otherwise shamefully
neglected their duty and suffered the Revenue
Officers of the country to cppress the inhabitants
with impunity. I think it necessary here to remark
that I find the greatest difficulty in procuring
proper persons as Tansdarse A man calculated for
that station should not oaly possess integrity,

but he should also ¢ rehend every branch of the
revenue in detail and be capable of detecting the
various frauds that all clagses of inhabitants are
continually practising. But pecple of this
deseription are raraly to be met with, and I
confess I hardly know whebk to look for them.

I hope however by carefully watehi the conduct of
such as are nov employed by me and by punighin
them geversly when found gullty, I shall be able
to prevent m of thoge abuges that are usually
practised. ( )

I have alresady assertained the particular

pointg to which I was directed to tum my attention
in your letter under date the 8th November last, but
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ag 1¢t would take up much of my time to arrange
them in order for your perusal, and the
collections of the country at this particular
period requiring my utmost attention and
vunmo{‘ I beg leave to express a hope that
you will be pleased to allow me to postpoge my
report upon those subjects untill I have nearly
completed my collections which I conceive will
take up about six weeks or two months.

I have the honour to be
Gentlemen
Iour most Obadient Servant
(Jighned) B. Branfill
Collector 38rd Divigion

Rajahmandry
26th February 1790

oF T - REVE

(\t1y) The Board are well plsaged with the diligent
attention and exertions manifested by Mr Branfill
in the manasgement of the Revenue committed to
hig charge.

It iswry satisfactory to the Board to
obgerve that the irregularities of the Native Officers
and thelir attempts to defraud the Revenue have ,
not evaded the collectors, viz, it i1s agreed to L.~
desire that Mr. Branfill will k the Mazoomdar
ofPentapaeed in confinement till he receive the
Board's orders on hig further report regarding the
impogitions of the Revenue officers as also to desire
he will vavso  gll hig privileges immediately and
report his opinion as to the punishment which should
be inflicted on him as an example for his frauds
and his eppressicns.

Under the circumstances stated by Mr Branfill
the Board congent to hig postponing the report alluded
to in the last para of hisg letter for the period
mentioned by hig.
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Fgad the followin:s letter from the “ollsetor in
the 3rd Division of the Masulipatam Nist.

To
e qaund’ra Rno'
Prosident ant Members
of the Boaxri of Revemue,
fort t., George.
Gentlenmen,

In my letter to you under date the 25th Pebruary
. last, I mentioned that 1t was my intention t0 transmit
{p. 3298) an account of the extra collections, that have
een nsually made in "argunnahs entrusted to my care,
under the denomination of Grama Kerch etc. similar to the
acoeount enclosed in that letter, wvhich related merely to
the Pargannah of Pentapandoo. I have however experienced
s0 mach 11 ffimlty in procuring a correct statement of
these collections and charges and have had so many
obstacles purposely thrown in my way, I have not yet
been able to complete 1it, but hope soon %0 have it ready
for transmission.

To ghew you unier what pretexts these collections
are made, and how very negessary it is for the security
of the Nevermie to make a new arrangement regarding them
T now enclose a statement (¥eo.1) of the amount levied last
year on this accomt in the village of Peddavaudoo in the
“llore Havaillie, which elearly points out (¥.3?992 the
different abuses that are practised by all classes of
people comnected with revemue and the shameful mie-
approbation of the public treagure. Tt anpears by thie
acoount that the amount of the Jummabundy settled was
Madras Pagoias 1,505 including the sales of grain,
charges, hoturpha etc. ani the amount collected on account
of Crama Kerch, was 500 Madras Fagolas which is upwanis
of 32¢ upon the gettlement.

Tt has been gensrally understood that the in-
habitants are great sufferers by thesge extra collections,
and that they are very much oppressed by them. It is
not however the case. They seldom fail to make good the
demanis that are made upon them by defrauding the cirecar
of its due, an! 1%t would be found if a division of these
logses could be elearly ascertained, an! proportioned
into five parts that the eircar's (p.3300) loss would be
four out of the five, and 1t even frequently happens
that the loss falls upon the cirear.

To prove bayoni a doubt to you the truth of this
assertion, T now submit for your insvection two accounts
(No.2 & 3), the first is a caloulation I have male to
shew that the inhabitants never could afford to pay these
charges out of thair own share, consequently they mast

Yrdla Office necorisiialres Board Of levemis Proceeisn.
?/285/101Dated 27-4-1795,
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seek other means of doing 1t3 an’ the senonl is an
account T have obtained of the divigion of s small
proportion of the arops of 4Ary zrains in the adove
village in fwwtly 1202, To this last amount T AFuatey -
leave to draw vour partionlar attention as it completely
discovers one of the greatest frawisg that is committed
upon the property of the circar, ani distinectly shews
the gource from whence the inhabitants are able to
provide the means of defraying the charges Sg.swii
aliunded to. You will notice that this account gtates
the notual produce at 31 Poolies, a little less than
half of which gaught to have been delivered to the elrear,
but by collusion between the inhabitants, ami the
reverme officers the cirear's share was reduced %o

9 roolies, which was not one-~third part of it. TFrauds

of this kinl are invariably practised in every village,
but it is very Aifficult to detect them. The inhabitants
and ourmmes after dividing the spoll take care to destroy
suoch documents as may lead to a diseovery, and only keep
partioular aceounts that are intended for the inspection
af the miroar. The inhabitents of Peddapaudoo not having
been sble %0 agree anonzst themselves that year, the
orizinal aceounts were presgerved, and have sincerely

by acelident fallen in ga. SSOEE my hanig. The signature
of the curmm is annexe o them.

Having in the foregoing Para stated to you such
el reumstances as have come to knowledge, respecting
the collections wnier the denomination of Grama Kerch
as well as informed you of the improper use they have
generally been applied to, T have now the honour of
enclosing (¥%o.4) for your perusal. The "egulations I
have made regarding them, which T am in great hopes will
prevent the abuses in future, as it is absolutely necessary
to employ a number of extra servants dwring the harvest,
such as anchanalars, mahasooliars, kyledars etec. ete.
The Grama Kerch cannots be totally abolished without putting
the cirear to a vervéonsiierable additional expense, and
as 1t has been always customary for the inhabitants to
pay this charge, (p.3303) I have made a provision for it
aceoriingly, but at a very reduced rate. The Grama Kerch
as T have now regulated 1t, will not amount upon an
average to more than 5% whereas it was before seldom
less than 30%. Tt has been heretofore customary for the
Tanaiars to b allowed exclusive of their pay, a Tgharier
of 2 Parodas for every large village, and one Pagovp for
every small one. The Peshcar ani Foomoor Mattaedies
have slso been allowed a Taharier, the parti oulars of which
are stated in the Regnlations. As these allowances
have always been adnmitted of, aml not considered as an
opprasgion upon the inhabitants, I ber leave t0 express
a hope that T may be permitted to colleot them as usual
and to pay the amount $o the circar servants in the
proportions established according to custom. The pay of
the 52.3804[ Panaiars which 18 dbut small at present, will
be increased by it as slso the salaries of the other
eutcherry servants without any alditionzl expanse to the
e A statement shewing the imcrease to each servan® Jor ety

-y

ghall be forwarded hereafter.

A great part of the collections on account of OGrama
Kerech were formerly levied without the knovledge of the

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




Tanadargs. But I have more positively forbid any
gollections without my express sanction, and any person
or persons attempiing to make any, will be most severely
punighed, Potts and firewoo! were umially delivered

to travellers gratis in the Aifferent villages they had
occasion to pass through but as this oustom has been very
mich abused, T have found 1% necessary to aboliesh it
asltogether. That travellers may (p.3305) not heven | ocoe
gu’fer any inconvenienne on this account, T have given

11 rections that they should be supplied with these
articles at a very easy rate.

I have the honour to be gentlemen.

Your most obedient gervant

lajahmandry Benjamin Branfill
13 aspril 1795 Gollector 3rd Divieion
Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13
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Then the Boari are furnished with the report promised
by ¥r. Branfil]l regariing the extra collections usually
maie in the Pargunnahs unler his charge they will be en-
abled to give him their fall imetructions on the gubject.
The ageounts forwarded however N¥o.1, 2 & 3 clearly point out
the abuses practiced to defraud the cirear of its jJust
proportion of the Nevemue and sa they Tully prove at the
gane time the grons misconinet of the revenmue gervants of
the Aistrict in which Peldapan? is situated they agree to
direct he will make an immediate example by tha abolition
of the Tegpaniiah an! mamadary officers.

It s also agreed to inform ¥r, (p.3313) Branfill
that the Board Prust the arrangement »ropos him will
be attended with very considerable advantage t¢ the Revenue
and ten! to0 put a stop to many frauds and that they approve
his establighing the “egulationg contained in his statement
H0.4. That the Board also depeni on his partiocular care
that the assessment shall not exceed the rate he mentions
(5%), shat no E:rt thereof be levied or demanied by any
person under his authority but that the whole of ¢
eollaction on this account be received into his Treasu

and paid by him to the d4ifferent native servants in su
proportion as shall be determined upon when the Noard are
furrished with the promised liast of disgtribution ani hie
ordiers to thies effect should be Tixed in every cutcherry
for geme ral information.

48 the Nesgpanliahs (p. 3314) and smedars have
invariably besn zuilty of the most shameful collusion and
enbezglement, thou ample privileges and! emoluments were
granted them by Covernment in order to bini them to a

fai thful digcharge of their duty as ovublic servants: The
Board sannet aimit of the allowances propoged in Mr.
Branfill's resulations to those officers, on the contrary,
80 much 12 it their desira t0o gee them exoluied from gll
interference in, or conyection with Revenus matters that
it 19 agreed to enjoin the immediate resumption of the
lands and privileges hitherto appropriated to their uee,
keeping in deposit the collectione arising therefrom
together with the allowances proposed in the Regulations
as a fund from which rewards can occasionally be drawn and
given t9o such deserving revenmus officers, whose meritorious
conduct in the «3315) faithful snd diligent discharge of
their duty the Tollector may take ooccasion to report to the
Board.

?he Board approve of lr. Branfill's fixing the price
of articles of supply of every denomination that may be
reguired by sepoys and passengers in general travelling or
markinz through the country and agreed to deslre he wi
orier a liat of the vrices signed by himself to be fixed

Tniia Offioe aan™iat Xaliras Port Board 0f levenue

Proceedings: 7/285/101 W -4-1795;: Yinute of the Board of
Reverme on the letser of Benjamin Branfill, Collector,

Zyd Nivision, Masalipattam.
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up in places through which travellers may de exrected to
rase that detention or imposition may the better be
avolded on the ome side an® evasion of payment, or con-
tention on the other.
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Read also the following letter from the
Collector in the 3rd Division of the Masulipatam
District.

To

Edward Saunders, Esge,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue,

Fort St. George

Gentlemen,

Enclosed I have the honour of forwarding
to you, attested copy of a letter, addressed to me
by the Superintendent of the Corcondah Havelly,
Lt:n the subject of the Maunium and grounds in
that country, as also the accounts relati
thereto. @ particular attention I have been
obliged to bestow of late, upon the aumanie countries
under my management, and my writers having been
employed in prepuring the various accounts that
are ghortly intended for your ingpections I have
not been able to forwvard these accounts so soon
as I could have wighed. (3317)

I have perused with attention, the
Judiclous remarks made by Mr« Denton, upon the
subject of the immense quantity of ground that is
improperly alienated in the Corcondah Havelly, and
agree with him on opinion that such persons wf:o
are unable to produce regular Puttahs or sunneds
from the late Zemindars should forfiet their
mauniumg; those granted by renters, subrenters,
Curnums or the inhabitants of villages, are highly
irregular. These people, who have not any property
whatever in the soil, certainly cannot under any
plea, claim a right to make away with it, therefore
claimg of this kind should not by any meansg be allowed
of. The maniums appropriated for the maintenance
of the peons heretofore in the service of the
Zemindars should also be considerably reduced
and every reasonable encouragement given to them
to turn cultivatorse I beg leave therefore (3318)
to recommend that all the mauniums granted by

India Office Records: Badras Board of Revenue Proceedings
1) ML \Tas,
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people unauthorised to alienate the lands from

the Circar, be resumed, as well as those, for
which the present proprietors cannot produce
regular Puttahs.sunneds unless they can bringl -
sufficient evidence that they have lost them

by accident; hs it requires however much circums-
pection in making these resumption I think it
would be better to defer it until the commencement
of the ensuing Fusly, when a proper arrangement
might be made, nor can any inconvenience or loss
occur to the renter on this account, although Mn
Denton geems to think, the resumption of the
greater part of these mauniums, is the only

means he has of escaping the serious losses of
last year, as well as the probable ones of the
present. In this partidular I differ with that
gentleman in oﬁinion. for allowing that (3319)

the whole of these mauniums are resumed, the
profit arising from them should revert to the Circar
and not to the renter, as it appears by the tenor
of hig Cowl, that he ::ook the country in rent
exclusive of the Enams, etc. Consequently, he
cannot be entitled to the profits arising from
the resumption alluded to. I humbly conceive,
therefore, when the arrangements are made, that the
amount of the renters lease should be increased,
in proportion to the quantity of ground re-annexed
to the Circar lands.

It 15 my intention to make a report
separately upon the :n!;ioct of the Enam grounds,
in the different countries under my authority as
I find there are many abuses that reguire to be
correctedy, which I hope in a great measure to
effect although it 1s almost impossible to prevent
them entirely. (3320)

I have the honour to be,
Gentlemen,
Your most obedient humble servant

(Signed) Benjamin Branfill
Collector 3rd Divigion

Rajahmundry
’ 8rd April 1766
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To
Bonimn Branfill, Esgqe,
Collector of the 3rd Division
Ellore and Rajahmundry Carcars.
8iry

After a delay of time which notwithe
standing my solicitude I found it utterly
impossible to avoid and during much interruption
from gickness, I have the honour to lay before
you the Report of the Enamdars of the Corcondah
Purgunnah.

This Report states under their various
Headsy, the name of the Enamdar who is the
holder of the Paultahs with the name of the
Zemindar by whom (3321) it was granted and the
period vhen.

The Dumbalas, being necessary pemits
to take possession of the crops and should be annual,
are also mentioned being where they exist a corro-
boration that the claim was for that season admitted.

The situation and quantity are the next
heads, with the total possessed by each individual.

The age,profession, residence and number
of persons constituting the family of the claimant
are next sgpecified amongst which the multitude who
live out of the Purgunnah and consequently are only
pensioners will not I hope escape observation.

The last column was intended with remarks
to describe the condition of such as were so poor
as to be entitled to the charity of government but
the whole being Bramins and whatever their real
circumstances, beggars by education (3322) have
almost universally claimed this distinction theough
I must confess I cannot view thig charity at all
in a favourable light but tending rather to the
nursery of indolence,arrogance and am the less
disposed to think favourably of it, as I do not
find these subjects are restrainted be cast or
religion from the offices of Tillage and agriculture.

For the -upiort of thongoor, it is to be
wighed that every village furnished in proportion to
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its size that the munificence of Government might
be conferred only on real objects of compassion
and then many of these persons themselves might
be employed in the care of lands so appropriated.

The enomous quantity of ground assumed
under the plea of grants to Enamdars for
charitable purposes,has materially affected the
Revenue of this country, and is so totally out
(8323) of proportion to the Government lands,as
to become an object of the first ortance,
that the collusion and abuges that has so long
prevailed, but in particular of late should be
corrected, and that these lands which have evidently
even from this Report been improperly obtained .
should be resorted.to their proper channel, by which| .l
alone the Renter can hope to escape the serious
losses he sustained the last year in his ..t ement
withthe Company, and must inevitably meet wit this,
unlegs Government shall please to do themselves '
this justice in conformmation of which I take the
lidberty of adding on account of the app raisement
of the mauniums and Gherayetty crops of three
villages as they have lately been taken.

Your astonishment on ingpection of this
report, cannot fail to be strongly edcited as
the pro ous (3324) quantity of ground that has
been granted away by the Curnums, subrenters and
inhabitants of villages, who from every enguiry
I can make, are by no means considered as possessing
a4 qualification of so extraordinary a nature, as
the power to alienate and that for ever the
property of Government. It i1s obgervable however
that this practice prevalled during the time of the
subjection of this country to the Moorish Government,
which presided at too great a distance to correct
the evil and ve know that in consequence their
collections were proportionably small.

I apprehend if the last shall be deemed
a subject of astonighment, that your surp rise
will be still more powerfully attracted by observing
the numerous claims that are urged even without
the shadow of a right or under the poor pretence
(3326) of Pultauks or Dumbalas being burnt. To
these I humbly conceive there cannot arise the
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smallesgt objection at their being at once
expunged from the accounts; where such have
eluded tho' notice of the Zemindar, we may with
conlidence ascribe it to the indolence that murke
the character of persons in that situation or
that the Deevan to whom is intrusted accounts

of this nature had hig motives for passing them
over.

There 1s but little doubt that the Curnums
of villages, who are in the present case the only
managers of these accounts, have been guilty of
almost every species of irregularity that could
tum to thelr advantage, and that they have taken
the opportunity their situation gives them
of disposing of gran:s to favourites, and that
on the demise of an (3326) Enamdar, if no relation
arose, they have often annexed that also to thelr
own privilege, little information that can be
depended on therefore is to be expected from them.
This shows a necessity for the gmtn, vhatever
may be authorised, be properly registered, first
by themselves at the village at which they are
granted, and then htomuuy by the depondiahsg of
the district, to which I veanture to hope your assent
may be obtained and your signature given to those
lists in proof of thelr authority.

The immense guantity of land, claimed by
the despondiahs, Curnums, peons and village
servants as the customary reward for the perfor
mance or specific services that were reguired of
them, is also a subject entitled to attention and
is in eases I apprehend much more (3527) than
adequate the duties they perform.

All these oflices were held by prescription
and vere entirely at the pleasure of the Zemindar
who increased, ezchanged or abolished as he saw
occaslion.

The £ility of the handicarafts men to a
village, is I believe confessed, and though at same
laces are more than can be required, yet in respect. ™ -
them, pe s no alteration could be made with
advantage to the country.
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But it is otherwige with the peons who
vere instituted merely for the protection or the
graindiur of the Zemindars' peons and over whom . -~
aceordingly he exercised full controul. hothing
can be asserted therefore in the way of eright,
for had such been his pleasure, the whole might
be dismissed (3328) from his service.

This 1s a class of such turbulent and idle
people, that I must request as a matter connected o
with the interest and sineerity of the country, that ) =
if they be not altogether abolighed, that they may
undergo a very congiderable reduction and I shall
use every means, by encouraging them to agriculture,
to make them become useful subjects to the country:
for in their present state, they are both a detriment
and a dangen

I am informed, notwithstanding that the
most public notice has been given by beat of Tom Tom
and by advertisement and that tho' the Committee

7 has continued setting to receive these accounts
for six weeks galt. that there are a great many
holders of Puttaus who have not made thelr appearance
and wvho (3329) either from contempt of the order or
fearing an examination of thelr Pattau mean to
abgtain from doing so, should such be the case.
I cannot help tbinnni they have deservedly forfeited
their privilege, but in the event of after applica~
tions, beg to receive instructions on the subject.

The Committee who have formed this Report,
and wvere four of the most regpectable persons of
the district, decline giving any opinion of the
justice of such claims as have come before them,
under an app rehension that sk for them to pronounce
with that equity which the subject requires, they
would be exposed to a load of odium that would render
them very uncomfortable at the places they reside at
and trust the points have adverted to, have stated
in the Report, render such an office unnecessary. had
they are (33830) inclined to hope moreover, that no
difficulty will be found in acceding, from the
particulars they have stated,on the equity of each
individuals claim,though it has not been in their
power to give the full information in respect to the
claimants circumstances, the most of whom are
strangers and live at a great distance.
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As the crops are detained on the ground
by which may suffer an inconvenience till a
Divisgion ghall be passed on the subject, I have
earestly to entreat that the most early communi-
cation may be made to the Board of Revenue or such mode
may be adopted as may bring the business to a speedy
conclusion.

The Report being extremely voluminous
and only capable of being sent at different
times by the Tappal, 8 letter accompanies
(83381) the first packet which shall continue to
be gent at the interval of every one or two days
till the whole shall be dispatched, of which I
shall not fail to give the timely information.

I have the honour to be,

8iry
Yours Most Obedient Humble Servant

(Signed) Alex. Denton
Superintendent

8itt ram
16th February 1795

(A true copy)

(Signed) Benj. Branfill
Collector 3rd Divigion
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MINUTE OF THE BOARD OF REVENUE
ON MR. DENTONALETTER DATED 16TH
FEBRUARY 1795

The Board are sensible of the labor and
pains bestowed by Mr. Denton 1n§or-1n¢ the Registers
now before them which containg information of much
importance to Revenue, and it is agreed to communi-
cate to him thro' M Branfill their sense of the
zZealous exertion he has used on this occasion.

It appears by the comparative statement

of three villages that the produce of the /aniam .-
{mu: exceeds that of the Covernment lands, the
atter being poeteys 1041, the former 1459, an
extraordinary disproportion. It further appears
that the whole alienations of land in this small
zemindary extend to 1836 pootys, equal to about 10700
cawnies, and the greater part granted away by Curnums,
subrenters and even the inmhabitants of the villages
and others possessing not a ghadow of right to =
:1‘::“ “r & rogt of land. gm ;t;;rm .lon..fu.g.xﬁ- s

y formerly a manager for the gemindar =
possess grounds thus mrmtiuoudr:g!umd (3334)
to the exteat of 359 caunies.

In remedying an evil of such magnitude,
the Board are at the same time anxious to prevent

individual distress and they therefore concur

in opinion with the Collector that it will be more
expedient to defer making the resumption until the
commencement of the ens Fusl ey.

In the meantime, it is agreed to submit
the following Resolutions and opinions for the
sanction of Governmeni as rules for the guidance
of thig Board in all similar cases.

The Board are of opinion that only such
alienated lands as are held by valéd grants or :
prescription of 30 years should be confiped, they " - -
Judge it proper to fix the period of prescriptive
right antehor to the Company's administration by
about two years in congideration of the anarchy
which prevailed in the country and the unrestrained
assumption of the lands to the great prejudice of
the Revenue.
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Resolved accordingly that possession of
grounds (8330) obtained previcus to the above-
mentioned zoﬂod of 30 years and which have been
uninterruptedly continued to the present time
be considered as valide The Board think it
proper to remark that the Committee of Circuit
in 1784 recommended in respect to alienated lands
in the Circars that such persons only as had
valid grants or had held possdssion for 24 years
should be confimed which is a period anterior
to that now proposed by about four years.

Resolved that all grants confirmed by
Government since the cession of the northem
Circars to the Company be held valid, but that
all grants of lands made within the temm congldered
to Jve prescriptive right (30 years) by any other
authority and which have not been sanctioned by
Government be deemed invalid and ordered to be
resumed with the exception of lands or privileges
appropriated for the lﬂpg:!‘t of places of vor
and other religious or charitable establighments
to be (3336) continued to the extent that may actually
be found necessary for these purposess

Resolved that thoge g:rntu dispossessed,
particularly of the mocasaws alloved a

preference to hold the same lands at a reasonable
rate of assessment except the native revenue
officers who are not to hold any lands or priviledges
but such asg may be allowed them on account of their
respective offices.

Resolved that those dispossessed who are
aged persong or incapable of gailning a subgistence
or managing the lands be allowed a reasonable pension
for life to be paid from the Company's Treasury,
the amount of which would be reimburged from the
produce of the lands resumed.

Resolved that the Collector be desired
in ar ing the infommation uired by these
Board's instructions dated the 8th November last
respecting alienations of lands,whether in the
Zemindaries or Havellies to prepare a general
statement of all alimtiona in each Zemindary accords
ing to the following form.
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From thig statement separate Registers
of all the follok classes are to be fomed and
trangmitted along vwith 1it.

1. Lands held by .gnnta considered valid
by the foregoing resolutions or othewise esteemed
80 by the Collecton

2. By prescriptive right considered valid.

3e Lands and privileges appropriated for
support of places of wo p and other religious
and charitable institutions held by valid grants
or prescritive right together with a separate
register of all such lands and privileges as

have been appropriated for the same purposes within
the temm considered to give prescriptive right
showing the dates whoarguntod. by whom, their
eltent and for what particular objects, also,

in an annexed column, what reductions or resumptions
should in the opinion of the Collector take place,
and his reasons for making them, (3338) in order
that the preceding resclution excepting these lands
rtn;n z.ho general resumption may be carried into
effec

4. Lands and privileges held by Revenue
Ofrficers.

b. Lands held under the general denomination
of mockasaws.

6. Grants considered not valid held by
persong objects of charity.

These statements as in the General Statnmt}
to show the names of the parties, the title deeds,
by whom granted, the dateg, the extent of the lands
comprised in each grant, the nett collections made
by each incumbent for the last ten or fifteen years,
and annexing also in the column for that pr:ﬂ”.
such remarks as may be necesgsary for the
information of the Board and accompanying the same
with copies of all the title deeds to be referred
to respectively by number (38340) from the statements.

(
Resolved &alse that a further statement
be required showing in the same disgtinet manner
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all claims in the Ceneral Statement which not

coming under the discriptions beforementioned are |
congidered inadmissible with such explanations as

the Collector may have to offen

When the Board have all the necessary
information and documents before them, no time
will be lost in submitting the whole for the
final detemination of eonmnn with vhom
it will rest to confim such of the claimants
as shall appear to have Just rights and it will
be expedient to issue first sunneds to them under
the Company's seal and the signature of the Collector.

With a view to remove the difficulties

to the due regulation and imp rovement of the
country incidental to such grants as also to
preveant future irregular (3341) alienations, and
unjust exemptions in the Havellies, it will be an
object to make a settlement with the Grantees
to hold thelr lands at an adequate rent, and in
lieu of the privileges accorded to them by thel r
%mts to receive an annual compensation payable

ron the Company's Treasury calculated upon the
following principals viz. having ascertained the nett
revenue realised from the lands of each for the
lagt ten years to take the average annual amount,
from which having deducted the tu payable yearly to
the Circar according to the suan the residue
to constitute the compensation. s would insure
to them a certain income and being confirmed in
their lands subject to the same rate of assessment
as the Circari in !o raly, It would afford them tho,\f_m.h
means of cultivation and thereby secure to them
great advantages (8342). The period of continuance
of this compengation would depend on the tem for
which the original Grant was gun. whether
hereditary,for life or any other specific period
and manto reglsters might be kept of each class
1&1::1:; every muul{h.arucuhr to prevent
abuses in the payment of money as well as to
ascertain the actual existence of the parties and
further to preclude others from receiving the
compensation after the demige of the present incum-
bents whose grants are for life only or for some /... )
duration. Should such settlement be approved by
Goveranment, and agreed to, by the parties, the Company
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may be indemnified for the proposed annual
compensations by proportionate additional
assessment of the lands or in other words by
demanding a proportionate higher rent for the
Purgunnahs including such lands which would become
liable (3343) to the same rate of assessment with
the Circar lands in general.
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Proposed Regulations for the Grama Kerch
in the 3rd Division of the Rajahmundry
and Ellore Circan
Le gusties are to be allowed Batta during
the time the cospa/are on the zmound at the rate [ tadin
of one seer of rice and a Dul per day from each
village.
2. Samithdars are to be allowed Batta during

the whole year at the rate of 1 geer of rice and
4 Dubs per day.

3 Mahgooldars are to be allowed Batta from

the October to the end of May during the time ,

the @zieber tr ocips are on the ground at the rate.' -\~
of one seer of rice and 1 Dub per day from each
village.

Anchandars, Nauﬁd&u and Kyledars are
to be allowed Batta at the rate of 1§ seer of
rice and 4 Dubs each af per day and besides the
mamool allowance of half a rupee {rom each village
the days they value the crops,measure the grain or
ground (8310). Tanadars, Peshcars and Cutcherry
servants are to be allowed a Taharier Yearly in
the following proportion.-

s.

(Tanadars ee 2

For a large villagelFeshcars ee 1
(Cutcherry gervants .. 3

. ‘dearﬂ sad

For small u (Feshcars oo &

\Cutcherry servants .. 1l

Tullubdars Batta at 2 fanamg per day.

Muzmoodars and Despondeahs of the Purgunnahs are
to be allowed a Taharier ysarly in the following
proporticne.-

4 (1 Muzmocdar se 2
For a large \r..nm;er"2 Despondishs ety

F India Orfice Records: Haéras Board of Revenue Proceedings
) W"“L ay
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Read the following letter from the
Collector in the 3rd Division of the Masulipatam
District.

To

Mr» Stephen Lushington,
Secretary to the Board of Revenue,
Fort St. George,

8in

I have the honour to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 28th November last
and request you will infomm the Board that in
compliance with thelr wish, I deputed my Assistant
to take a particular (563) survey of the village
which Jagzsernaut rauze is desirous of obtaining
in reat. The result of whose enguiries I have
now the honour of laying before them.

The accompanying account containg every
information that could be procured. Mr . Skianee
personally superintended the measurement, which
was perfommed by the Mashatdars of the village of
Topilly and with the measure established by the
late Jehour Ally Cawn, ten of which in length
and the same in b is one pooty, the length
thereof sixty Bnglish feet. The whole of the
arable land, as also that occupied by the village
vas measured, the residue (which is very trifling)
has alvays been kept as paths.

The mauniamdars hold their mauniamg
!;: ‘gnu: tg :hd._r otuco:.“ and by p (l'uc ript!.vo“
W ut any obligation being (564) annex
of cnitinuu the Circar lands and have not
any sunnéedss

The particular graing with which the
lands are this year cultivated are, castor oil

cotton, Sinnagalloo (a species of
eat) EARA e Tamaine And Shere das Tot sue
nd of soll called kewedoo, (which angwers to

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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that description of ground known by the name
of cotton ground) they seldom vary. There is not
any paddy or low ground, nor are there any tanks,
nullahs gardens or tapes of any description.

The tems on which the cultivatérs hold
thelr landg are as followss Certain fields are in
the first ingtance allotted to each, which they
enter into engagements to cut.luto for a certain
period (seldom exc four rs) wvhen they have
the option of ntun; t and %’”th" piece

g::ottod to them, or keep
ving thou- ci-t raiged, if the ground has

imp roved, or by havl.-t a mtm made therein
u on the other hand it should have decreased in
value. It is requisite here to remark that although
the vhole of the ground is rented out to, and paid
for by the inhabitantg, yet not more than two
thirds is cultivated annually, the remainder being
pemitted to be fallow for three or four years
(as the nature of the soil may require) to recover
itgelf which also serves for pasture for the cattle.

There will not be any grain ready to measure

until the beginning or latter uul of March, but
the whole being vissibuddy or ground ront oono-

quently no division of the uon: ever t

m- between the Circar and t .lnhnhimta. and
tho actual value of the village being clearl
ascertained by the averaged sum pald per Poo
by the inhabi ant:hvu.. one year with another
ten P it w noty, I imagine, be esteemed of
any material consequence that the Board's orders
regpecting the measuring out of the grain has
not been complied with.

I am,
8in
Your most obedient servant
(Signed) Benj). Branfill
Collector, 3rd Division
Rajahaundry

the 17th ery 1709
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Agreed to inform the Collector the Board's
object in directing him to ascertain the actual
measurement of the .grd.n and produce from Nabob
pet was to establish from thence whether the
assessment of 10 Pagodas per Putty ig adequate to
the actual value of the lands and therefore that he
must secure the whole grain or other produce of the
village as it may be cut, that an accurate measure-
ment may be taken, at the same time reporting
the average selling i:“. of each sort of grain and
he will explain to the inhabitants that in doing
this it is not the Board's inteantion to increase
the demands upon them beyond their existing engage-
ments for the present year

Agreed to direct the Collector to lay before
the Board ies of the sunneds on which the
present 1 tants cultivate and that he will
ascertain whether if the lands (568) they now
occupy were to be secured to them and their heirs
in Jowotut: or to others willing to engages -They
would agree to pay a higher unalterable revenue
leaving to the Hugbandmen whatever surplus may
avige from improvement and full power to convert
his lands to any use he may think proper, but
subjecting it to sale in case of failure in paying
the dues of Government, the ground of each cultigator
to be destinctly marked. To prevent any mistake
as to thelr intentionsy; the Board think it p!bgor
that the Collector should himself explain to the
inhabitants what is here proposed, and to assure
them that any agreement t may enter into on this
principle will be held sacred and be secured to them
under the Company's sunned, wherein it shall be
declared to be unalterables When the Collector has
ascertained vhether such an arrangement will meet
the wishes of the inhabitants, he will report to
the Board the tems offer, and $his sentiments
on the policy and expediency of the plan previous to
coming to any conclusion wikh the parties.

reed to direct the Collector further
to infom Board, if Nabob'mwpett be situated
in the Rajamundry or Ellore Circars By hig letter,
the measurement of a Peetty therein is 3,60,000
square feet and by his annual report the Peetty in
Rajamundry (in which the Board suppose it to be
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situated) is stated to be 2,30,400 square feet.
The Board wisgh to know the average assessment
leviegd on the latter Peetty for land of a similar
descriptioni

Ordered that the Collector be directed
to state whether any customs are levied in the
village and by wvhome Finally that he do report if
Mr nner ascertained how long the mauniums
have been in possession of the present holders
and how far bafhthe accounts of the village were
examined by hime If not examined, he w order (it )
the Curmnums to produce the oldest accounts in his
possession that he may see whether the mauniums
appear therein and agree in extent with what is
noticed in hig statement, td:lni the p recaution, however
of not making public his intention of so doing.

It is the Board's wish that M» Skinner's
report to the Collector should accampany his address.
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Read the following letter from the Collector
at Dindigul (noticed in Consultation 4th May).

To
Edward Saundersy Esqe,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue

Gentlemen,

I have nov the honour to submit for (3908)
your information the accounts of £humbun Pooddy pestty
and foodelore together with those of Kanamanla Putt
of which I shall speak more fully in the latter pa
of thig addresse The account particulars, No.1,2,3
will put you in possession of the amount of land
cultivated and capable of cultivation and the abstract
Noe.4 of the revenues drawn from those countries for
the last 4 Phudg_n amounting gross collection to
Chuckrumg 20,640-5-11, net 4.5&6-6-15 by which it
will cipur t the nvoﬁ: gross collections amounted
annually to Chuckrums 5, 1-12 and that the largest
sum collected in one year was only 5,405-9. These
am accounts I have taken from the Village Canio:glyc
and the Cowle granted by Nimbool Naigve. The Raj
of Trivaneore's Aumildar confims the justness of the
amounte so far as they related to the actual sum
collected for the Cirecar proportion as no regular
division of paddy ever took place but every chay of (34»)
tmnnd vas assessed at a certain rate for which the

nhabitants received Cowle and gave Muchulkas. It is
a species of under renting often practised by the
native renters when the countrys are not rented to

the Head inhabitantse I have likewigse transmitted a
statement No.9 which will, I hope, prove satisfactory
and put you in pogsession of the present state of the
country. You will be so obliging as to observe that
4 Kooleys make 1 Chay :according the present
measurement 6206 square fathoms being 1 Kooley and
2600 gguare fathom 1 Chay. mrdtn? to the fommer
measurement 16 square measurementsg of 16 feet each '
square formed a Chay so that the present Chay contains
90,000 feet of ground, the fomer 65,536 and on an
average each Chay according to the present measure-
ment yields 44 Cullums of paddys I used every means in

India Office Records: leme Madras Board of Revenue
Proceedingss ¥/ / Dated llth May 17956
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my power without effect to obtain the accounts

in Said Saib time. I was assured that Numbool
Naigue (3910) had $®m taken them with him to
Travancore.dll the Conicoplys were changed when the
Sultan lost the countrye I have written Numbool
Naigve on the subject and am in hopes of receiving
the accounts.

s

Foodeloore 15 situated about $7 English
miles nearly south of Dindigul and is watered by
the lun:gahr or Boodeldore Riverg which is dry
ma4ay months in the year and vhich riges in the
mountains that divide the district of Dindigul from
Travancore.Goodeloor containg 9968 Kooleys, viz.
804 Chay of Nunja and 5780 Kooley of Punja landl.of
the former 35 is cultivated, lb C is appropriated
to Mantum and 10§ still capable of cultivation which
if effected and assesed at the highest rate at 13
cullum per Chay would increase the revenue in the»
ﬁ-g?h fheukruns 106-6: Of the 9785 Kooleys punjah

?00 are mountains meks and hills

6,100 high jungle and river (>4')

400 galt and gour ground

® Pettah sheep pens and bullock Jalls

4 fort

608 uncultivated arable land

112 cultivated

52 manium

The soil is uncommo ood but owing to
the high Woods mm.%nrnma it CHR T
rendsred unhealthy to the inhabitants who are poor
and live entirely on dry grain. GOreat number perish
during the rains with fevers and colds and the
smallpox which rages here every year with violence
These Circumstances deter others from gettling here
and as population decreaseos the jungles have in

congequence increasede Thess gmgln are infested
with a gréat number of destructive animals, the
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elephant and wild buffalow thatswhilst the h - nls
Travancore Hills make great depredations amo .

the crops. usually come down after the ns
(8612) set in and continue untill the end of
September.The marks of the fomer are very vigible

in every part of the country but more particularly

g0 in nunja lands where many chays of ground

are entirely trod dowvn by theme The leopards and
wild dogs llikewise abound here and are very
destructive ia distroying cattle so much so that
sheep and goats are very scarce here. The wild dogs
hunt in packs and are very fierces The high mountains
that form the valley of Ml.gl Join here and

form a eircular barrier, to the south west of whih
there 15 a gm ever the mountaing into the Travencore
country. It is 15 malabar miles to the first village
which 1s on the mountain and called Talamale.. It igs
reckoned by the merchants, a Journey of 10 s

from the Fort of Roodeloor to Travancore. é. ake

the liberty of enclosing you the stages (No. The
paddy not consumed in these dlstricts, ig carried

on bullocks into the (3013) Travancore country from
wvhere salt ax@j ete. ig retumed. The Fort is of
mud and of no strength and the Pellah containg 36
housess The climate is pleagant and to an European
congtitution I should think healthy.

Cumlum 18 about 8 miles morth of Mdon
on the direct mad to Dindigul. It is watered by
the Sorungalor and Sooroobyar or Cumbum river,
the latter flowg all the ycan The fort here is
larger than at deloor but equally incapable of
defences The Pettah 1s large and containg 496
housess The country contains 18,673} Kooleys of
ground, vize 60: Chay of a and 11,752f Kooleys
of panja‘of the a lands are appropriated
to maniums 294 cultivated and 11lYi\ remain unculti-
vated.Of the I.;M kooleys of punja land.

4200 are mountains, hills and rocks
3125 high and thick jungle

982 river water courses and nullahs
343 tanks (8V14)

215 galt and sour ground

273 topes
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67 Pettah gheep pens and bullock stalls
6§ Fort

489’°( Uncultivated arable land

x}w‘lg Cultivated

132 Maniums

The climate here is healthy and pleasant and
the people more opulent than at @oodeloor.in other
roqeoot the rema made on that place will be applicable
to Cumbume Here there is likewise a pass across the
mountaing to the West direct to Cochin. It is
reckoned by the merchants 125 miles or 6 days
journey. I have enclosed a list of the stages
Todoocooby Pettah ig 10 miles south of Cardamunglem
which I conceive to be the direet mad from Palamcotah
to Peligautcherry. I have been particular on the
subject for though not immediately in the revenue
line I conceived it might be considered as a necessary
infommation (3915) in respect to Tappals, etc.

A congtant traffic is carried on between Cochin,
Travancore and the Dinaigul district. The pepper
plant is native here and I should hope by culture might
be rendered on article of revenue.

Coddyputty, a small mud fort about O miles
North of Cumbum ni.‘l. watereds The country consists
of 718 ho!,cn of ground vhereof 44 Chay is 4o
0f these 9/, are manium and the remainder nea
all cultivated, > only being left uncultivated,
@f the 536X of gnnjah lands 125 kodleys are mountains
hills and rocks, 17 high and thick jungle
7 Pettah gheep pens and bullock stallk
1l Fort
1 Pagoda
1l Tank
1l Tope
4 Salt and sour Xand ground
41% uncultivated  (8916)
123 cultivated

13 Manium
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The elephants, etc. continue thelir

dep redations here but in a much less degree than
at Cumbum and Goodeldore. I conceive not one in a
few come so far down as this. The village
consists of 44 houses.

Having now Gentlemen given you the present
state of these countries, I shall beg leave to
draw your atteantion to a few general remarks on
the wholee The cultivation for this Phazeley
varies from the pz:nmnt which you will perceive
by the statement 5. At Goodeloore the cultiva-
tion of nunja has decreased 7§ Chay owing to the
inhabitants of 10 houses-owners of the lands having
emigrated in consegquence of sickness. The cultivation
of punja increased 48 Kooleyse At Cumbum the
cultivation of nunjah has inerrased 1l1)/'t chay
and the d-cr}u of punja amounts to (3817) Kooleys
XB«8k30 81-7/8.4t Pooddyputty, decresse of punja
is 15-9/10 of a kooley, 5o that at present there
remaing 19-3/16 chay of nunja and 117€-3/16 of
punja uncultivated ind dent of 221-11/32 chay
of nunjay at Cumbum 62-5/8 @k at @oodeloore!
amounting in all chay 283-31/32. This land is
entirely over grown by jungle and rendered otherwige (?)
incapable of yielding peddy by tkesze three tanks
having been destroyed many years pasty, 2 at Cumbum
and one at Goodeloore; the expence at‘:cnd:lng the
necesgsary repalrs of hnks and clearing the jungle
will be consideraliles I have not yet ascertalned
the amount, but the increase of revenue would amount
to about 2,000 Chuckrums mnuall.{ besides which you
will obgerve that above 2000 kooley of punja lands
are onunl{ iun;lu and never have been cultivated
but the scil is so good that if cleared the greatest
part of it would be productive,could inhabitants be
p rocured,But I much fear unless some assistance
(8918) can be given, This never will beeffected
You will pardon :{ obgerving that if a part of the
plonear 0933 eould be spared, the advantage to this
country would be very great as the cutting awvay
these jungles would not only destroy the harbour
for wild beasts, but render the country much more
healthy to the natives than 1t 1g at present and
I have little doubt but numbers would then be resmzed
induced to regide in those countrys and cultivate
the new cleared grounds I am avare Gentlemen that
the present revenue drawn from Cumbum and Goodalore
fallg very short of the sum of which they have
been estimated to gous I have to regret that all
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all the accounts examined by my predecessor vere

removed from this Cutchery previous to my taking

charges The lands were measured by order of

the Sultan in Fazelly 1198 and unless this

measurement ghould prove,« I cannot gee/ ¢ iiviti
from what source of revenue 12, Chuck rumg

could (8919) have arigen in Phazeely 1199. I am

nov remeasuring all the Circar lands as the only

means to ascertain their real value and prevent
impogition.

In your letter of the 18th and 17th
February, ‘ou require a statement of the loss
sustained by the Company in congequence of the Rajah
of Travancore hauﬂktakcn possession of Cambum
and Goodalore and ewise respecting the conduct of
Numbool NaigWe. I have no reason to think ts he
oppressed the people or more than a fair
assessment of the cropss, the enclosed statement,

Noe4 will ghow the actual receipt and
digbursement for the 4 last years of the gross
collections at Cumbum and Boodallore. 8 year
the Poonyalle? Rajah collected at Boodalore 278
Chuckrums and Numbool Naigve at Cumbum and
Poodyputty 1,088-1‘'én all Churkrums l,866-4.

The ¢ r,u collection from 12th of July 1784

to 12th January 1795 amounted to 2,088 Chuckrums:
The loss of revenue attributed to the Rajah of
Travancore.(3920) pPeople at Cumbum and @codaloore
having altered the course of a fime river which
formerly watered a large part of the Putampullam
Taulook estimated at 7,539-1-53/64 annually must
be attributed to some other course as both the
Cumbum and Goodalore rivers mun directly through
the Qutampollam Taulook, the former of which fields
at all seasons a plentiful supply of water

Hanamunlaputty. I shall now Gentlemen request
to draw your attention to the village of Hanamantaputty.
I have the honour to enclose an account particulars
No.8 ghowing the quantity of land and revenue
drawn therefrom for the 4 last Phazellies. This
village vas granted to the father of Appaujee
Gounden by Vadahungoor Rajah of Cumbum on the
12th October 1760. Copy and tranglate of the
Pallayam or Grant I enclose No.%. It will be
necessary to observe that during the Government of
the King of Mysore Cumbum and Goodalore with its
dependencies formed a separate district from
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pindigul and was held by the king (3621) of

Travancore under whom as subjectsg, but not

tributarys,the Pofnyattoo Rajah held Goodalore

as an hereditary right and had an snsreuledx

uncont rouled power over that place and the villages

on the Goodelloore Hills appertaining thereto:

and that the Vadahungoor naga.h had an equal ~

authority over Cumbum and its dependencies, viz.

Hunamantoputty,Pooddyputty and Mocheniollo or

Mokyen Cottah.” On Hyder Ally possessing himself

of Mysore he joined the Cumbum and Goodaloor

district to the Outampollam Tallook and received

tribute from the Poonyattoo and Vadahungoor Rajahs.

It was during this period that Hunamentaputty vas

{omtcd to Appajee Gunden who enjoyed it for about
years when Hyder sequestered Cumbum and Goodeloor

and the ah escaped to Travancore-it this period

Comby was likewlige sequestered and the Poligar escaped

with hisg family to Travancore where he ned

until the War of 1780: Buring the short period the

Bnglish held the (3922) province of Dindigul he

was restored to his country by the order of the

Revenue Civil servant, I believe Mr Sulivan.

Veneaty Sawmy Nailg wis the Ammldar of Dingigul at

the time. On the Sultan's regaining possession of g

Pindigul, Said Saib/iafowmed Appajee Gunden in thejc i~

Pollam of Comby and allowed him the watching fees

for Cumbum and aoodolomzoo.ﬁﬂ. it remained untill

the Rajah of Travancore possesegion of the

country in 1790 when he restored deloore to the

Poonyattoo ah (vho 18 since dead) and Hanamanta

putty to Appajee Gounden, but struck off the watching

fees from the latter allowing hig Amplldar Numbool

Naigve to keep up a sgibendy of 260 peons in lieu

thereof to guard the cropse These f-ees he has now

applied to me to allow:Henamantaputty is in a high

state of cultivation owing to A.Raju Gounder

having brought cattle and inhabitants from hig

Pollam of Comby to assist in the culture. It yielded

(89238) last year Colly chuckrums 1,114. Hitherto

no kist has ever been demanded for this village, but

should you Gentlem be pleased to confim the

fight of Appajee Gounden thereto, he will readily

pay a tribute therefor equal to what it would rent

for Af kept as Circar lands. You will be pleaged

to obgerve it is included in the 7 villages appertaining

to Comby as transmitted by my predecessor. I€

should be unjust to the Poligar Af I was to omit the

opportunity of recommending him to your favour.
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He very readily produced me his account of

Hanamantaputty and gave me every infomation

I required and left orders with his people to ive
every assistance to my servant in remeasuring the

lands of Hunamantaputty. I remained 3 days at

Comby and went thmough the villages and examined

the landse I must confess I never face a country

in higher order than this Pollam. It ig high ground.
The produce is dg.(nll- (8924) He has cleared

w.{ nearly all Jungle and made the country
quite open to the foot of the hills. His conduct

to his people is so very lenient and his assessments
gso easy that out of at least 5,000 inhabitants,
there is not a necessitated man. He readily gave

me every infommation of his Pollam and I shall

take the liberty of addiing that it will give me

much satisfaction should you accede to his request

of adding Hemamantaputty to Comby as I am convinced

any favour you may induced to g show him will
have good effects on the conduct of the other

Poligars in inducing them to place an equal degree

of confidence in the faith of and respect to the

orders of {onr Boarde It now only remainsg for me

to add that from the present state of Cumbam
distriet I am fearful a larger revenue than 6,000 ;

Chuckrums eannot be expected from them the ensuingivdy

Phagely but as I {:r meou rend & great (3925)
art of the year this part of the valley, I shall

enabled certainly to bring them to their real

value and I hope it may exceed that sume I have
enclosed you an account of servants No.9 that will

I think be absolutely necessary amounting monthly

to Chuckrums 177-2 or Star Pagodas 101-14-57. I am
fearful you will consider the charge very high

but the situations of these countrys are such that a

congiderable number of peons are indispensably

necessary and the inhabitants are very digsatisfied
at the great deductio I have already made.fs you

will observe that they are now 185 less in number
than they were vhen the country was under the

management of the Rajah of Travancore. They are very
desirous to be allowed a Poligar Watcher but this

I could not by any means admit of without previously

obtaining your sanction. In the fommer part of

the address (8926) I mentioned that Appajee Gounden

was formerly the Watcher of Cumbum and the lands

allowed for Watching fees amount to €1 Chay of

nunja land and yisd yleld at present to the Cirear

Chuckrums 581-4, vis.
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70 Chay at Cumbum 32 assessed at 10 Cullums
per C eeee 320

38 ﬂo-ooaom 513 Cullums
738

c
8 Chay at Pooddyputty assessed at $7 D.. 136

5
18 Chay at Goodelup now uncultivated ...
869
At 6 fans. per cullum)
nett. collection ) 521-4

and if the 18 Chay at Coodeloor was cultiva-
ted and assessed at 13 Cullums it would net 101-4

Total 622-8

Should you Gentlemen allow of watching fees
for these countrys, I shall discontinue 50 of the
peong which will decrease (3827) the charges of
collection 75 Chuckrums per month or 900 Chuckrums
w annum, which will be a saving/ef the Circarof A &

Chuckrums independent of the Foligar being
answerable for all losses that may ensue and as these
fees are allowed at every other village, I take the
liberty of recommending Xkeir them in this ingtance
particularly as they are considerably lower than those
allowed in the other parts of the Qutumpollam Tallooke.
Should fees be allowed, I shall endeavour to gettle
them ag favourable for the Circar as possible alllowing
part of the Cumbum fees in punja and part in nunja.

1 have reason to think the Customs at Goodeloor

will prove much more iromct:ln than they have hitherto
done. I have been obliged to allow two iddeds of Lnbn
servants for the collection as one of the Chokeys is
situated at Talama. Thig has occasioned an increase
in the servants pay of Chuckrumg 8.9 monthly.

The increase of customs received last month
in consequence was 20 Chuck rumge.

I have the honour te be,
Your most obedient servant
(Signed) Goerge Wynch
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*‘“\jent the following letter to the Collector of Dindigul.

A

. " To 4r. George Wynch,
\:://-

Collector at Dindigul

Sirm

(3 We have received your letter of the 22nd
ultimo with its enclosures. (3974)

Wehre at a loss to understand in what
manner the accounts of the village Concioplies
oq_:ld afford you correct infomation of the
actual charges (which were made by the manager)
and net collections of the villages of Cumbum,
Poodaputty and Goodalore tho' they might of the
Gross Produce and collections and we are equally
unable to comp rehend how the Cowle of & Numbool
Naigzve could confimm the Justness of their accounts.
If this Cowle afforded any such confimation we
are surprised you did not think it necessary to
forward copy of it for our infomation. You tell
us"l used every means in my power without effect
to obtain the accounts in Sald Saib's time. I was
agssured that Numbocol Naigve had taken them with
him to Travancore. All the Conicoplies were charged
when whes the Sultan lost the country." Notwith-
standing these and other circumstances might have
reasonably led you to suspect a collusive gonduct
on the part of the Rajah's aumildar Nomboo
Naigvwe and the conicoplies (3975) in concéaling
the real state of the produce and collections emdd (o
e do not find that you ndo?t.od any checks to guard
Lo against imposition altho' it aught to have occurred
to you that the village comiﬂ ies had probably
a motive in concealing past malp ractices, as also
for the purpose of lessening the present value of
the lands in order that they or thelr connections
‘might be favoured in the rfuture assessments.
Numbool Naigwe had an equal interest in keeping
of=el3 ignorant of any improper trangactions an
his conduct in carrying off the accounts of the
districts during the management of Sald Saib too
plainly declared hig desire to conceal from you the

real state of the country. The Company's just
elaim to indemnification for the sums collected
on account of his master from the districts after
the time appointed by himself for their being
delivered up was a further reason for your acting
with great precaution in the admission of accounts
from such hands.

-

We are at the same time sensible of (3976)
of the difficulties in obtaining accurate
infomation of the value of newly acquired country
which cannot be attained but with the utmost
dimomo and eircumgpection and the advantage to
result from a re-measurement of the lands of course
(on which we acquiesce) solely depends upon the
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fidelity and attention of thoge to whom you
confide this duty and evinces the necessity of
a mosgt vigilant superintendance on your part to
see it properly executed.

We desire that you will state to us from
what materials you obtained the particulars of
the lands contained in your statements No.5 and 8
and what checks you establisghed to prevent imposition.

We approve of your enquiries resgpecting the
Baxr roads to Travancore and Cochin, and recommend
to you to afford every encouragement to the trade and
communication between Dindigul and the Malabar Coast.

We direct that you depute a person, in whom
you can confide to take a garucular account (3977)
of the rad to Travancore by the south west pass;
to ascertain if it be passable by carriages, 2m4,l:§
afd the distance from each stage at which water may
be obtained, the exact number of miles between each
place with every other necessary information.

You will also direct a similar enquiry to
be made of the western pass to Cochin ascertaining
algo 1if there be a direct road from Palamcottah to
Polfmtchorry and particularly marking what part
of it pagses thro the dominions of Tippoo and whether
troppe and carriages may pass with ease and if
there are supplies of water at what distance. We
need not obgerve that these enquiries should be
made with the greatest caution.

We desire that you will state to us the
amount of the watching fees of Cumbum, Goodalore
and Honamantaputty in money as well as land and
as you have not proved by any document forwarded
the right of Appagee Goundon to the latter, we
cannot admit o s holding (3878) it on any other
footing than that of a Cowle as Renter. But you will
endeavour to persuade the Head inhabitants of these
three villages to take the lands in rent on their
own account fully explaining to them the advantages
they will derive from a direct rather than an inter
mediate communication with the Government under
whose protection they live trangmitting such proposal
a8 you may receive for our divigion accompanied with
your opinion thereon, founded on the further
information you may have obtained.
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In reply to your letters of the 12th and
2lst March in regard to the Pollam of Cunneyvaudy,
we enclose you copy of our letter to Government
on this subject with extract from their reply
for your infommation and guidance.

We are,
8iry

Your most obedient gervant

(Signed) Edward Saunders
and Members

Fort St. George
12th May 179
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Read the following letter from the
Collector at Dindigul.-

To
Edwaard Saundersy, Esqe,
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue

Gentlemen

This day I received your letter of the 20th
instant and trust that a short explanation will
do avay those unfavourable sentiments which you
seem at present to entertain; and evince that no
exertions on my part has been wanted to ascertain
the real value of the several Pollams in this
district. The accounts I had the honour to transmit
you, not having been deemed sufficiently explanatory,
I have now enclosed the account particulars.
These accounts were/taken from the Village /(7552
Conicopolys and alteséd to by them; the principal
sump rettys having signed thereto for the whole.
I have likewise sent you copy of the Malabar
account. These accounts formming a part of my
General Statement now preparing for your infomation
was my reason for not troubling you with them on
the 6th ingtant.

You are pleased to call on me for the names
of the persong employed in the survey and measurement
of the Madoor and Choakamputty Pollams. The whole
of the lands were surveyed by Soubah Pillay and
great part of them by myself. In respect to
measurement, I did not presume to adopt such an
innovation, as measuring (7568) the lands of any
Poligar without your express orders for so doing.

Had I done soy, and those congequences predicted by -
predecessor in hig letter of the 25th July, had
ensued{and which he thought likely from the most
trivial circumstance of vation on the privilege
of any of them) I should have subjected myself

to your severest displeasure. I leave to

refer you to that letter, and altho' I by no means
wigh to impress you with an idea that the sentiments
of my predecessor in respect to the Poligars in

II,;IM% orr}%o Records: Madras Board of Revenue Froceedings
28
Dated 8th October 1795
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ts congenial with mine, yet I am of
opinion that the measuring their lands would
cause a general alamm. Should you however,
Gentlemen, think differently, your (75654)
orders so far as they depend on me ghall be
enforced.

It 1s with concern that I observe you think
it necessary to call my attention to the orders
of Government under dated the 4th of February 1795,
transmitted me in your letter of the 10th of
that monthe I have never been unmindful of those
orders mexsr but I conceived that it was the detem
mination of Government to increase the Peshcush
for the enguing Phazely in the sum of Polly Chuche
19,044-5 or Star Pagodas 10,882-20-60, But that,
in the event of that, or & more considerable
increase of revenue fu.lng drawn from the Pollams
I understood it to be the detemmination of Govern-
ment and the wisgh of you, Gentlemen, that (75585)
the increagse should be so divided as to be the leasgt
oppressive to the Poligars, if I am right in this
conjecture you will I hope have the goodness to
forego the forming an opinion of my conduct in
this particular until I am enabled to furmish you
with a gtatement of the Pollams in general, with the
Peshkusgh p roposed. No moochelka from the Poligar
of Madrag was delivered me by my predecessor, or
any documents respecting the Pollams or coplies of
country correspondence whatever. I a®(not unming- Av>n
ful that my predecessor informed you on the 5th
of December last that a moochelka had been given
by the Poligar of Madoor, but on enquiry was
assured (7666) by the Sump retty and Hussoor servants
that they were totally ignorant of the transactions.
Little however could have been expected from such
moochelka as a Tassildar was actually residing in
the Pollam at the time and securing the cropsg for
the purpose of liguidating the private debts. I
should rather suppose that the mochelka had been
promised but not given. The accounts I have now
the honour to enclose will I hope prove satisfaatory.
I have subjoined the assessments on which I have
valued these Pollams for your information. I beg
leave to refer you to my letter of the 6th ingtant
when I recommended the appointing of Tassildars
on the part of the Company as the most likely
mode of paying the growing kists and ligquidate the
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old balance. I can only/repeat my assurancesl(iss,)
that I will use every precaution to prevent
imposition and bring as large a credit to the
Company' s accounts as possible. The vicinity of
Madoor and Chokumputty to Dindigul will doubtless
enable me in future to pay them particular
attentiop, but you will permit me to obsgerve

that hitherto a very short period of the time

I have had the honour te reside in this district
has been spent in Dindigul, as during the 9 months
I have had charge I have nearly made the tour of
the whole district.

In congequence of your letter under date
the 17th instant, I wrote to the Poligar of Madoor
who has congented to detemine the dispute by
arbitrations The Poligar of this place having
likewise agreed to this meagurep they this day
nominated the following persons as arbitratorsi-

For Madoor for Maranocot
Camersamy Moodely Mooteralopilly
Annagee Row Iya Cooly Iyen

The penalty bonds are making out and I shall
have the honour to infom you of the result.

I have received your letter of the 18th
instant with its enclosures and shall attend to

the directions contained therein. I have the
honour to be,

Gentlemen,
Your obedient gervant

{Signed) George Wynch

Marancot
30th September 1795
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From the answer he has given, it appears
there was stronger reason for calling his attention
to the orders of Government under date the 4th
February and transmitted to him on the 10th
"March than the Board apprehended at the period

of writing to him on the 20th ultimo for he

has put a forced constrction on thoge orders

of which they cannot be rendered umcpuuw
Government thereby unequivocally expressed their
"detemination to adhere to the settlement

p mg:ud by Mre Wrangham". from vhence therefore
he hasg inferred it to be the determmination of
Government and the ’”H.f wish that this
proposed settlement (7563) should be deviated
from, they are at a loss to conceive. The Board
wvill, however, wait the general statement promised
by Mr. Wynch, ::g:u; it will be supported by the
most unquestio e documents he can procure, and
it 1s agreed to desire he will forward it with
the least possible delay.

Mr» Wynch has neglected to report to

the Board the measures adopted by him for the
recovery of the arrears due by the Poligars of )
Madeds and Chockampetty as directed in the letter
to him of the 20th ultimo; and in regard to the
Mochelka stated to have been taken from the former
Mre Wynch gays "I was not unmindful that my
grudoeu-or informed the Board (7564) on the

th December last that a mochulka had been given
by the Poligar of Madoor, but on eanguiry was assured
by the Sump retty Hugsoor servants that they
were totally ignorant of the transactions. Little
however could have been expected from such mochulka
as a Tassildar was actually residing in the
Pollam at the time and securing the crops for

the pgrpose of liguidat the private debts.
I should rather suppose t the mochulka had been
pwund/_but not given."

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceeding
P/285/17: Minute of Board of Revenue on Dindigul
8th October 1765 (V¥wak)
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This explanation, the Board can by no means
deem admissible, as in the first place it was
Mr. Wynch's duty to have reported without loss
of time if the Moochalka was not delivered into
his possession, but tha€ Board must congider
him still further culpable in (7665) having
omitted the communication in his letter of
the 6th ultimo when he addressed them particularly
on the subject of the arrears in guestion, -
and as to the Tassildar residing in the Pollam
to secure the crops for the purpose of liguidating
the tgnl.\mto debts, it was of course the duty
of the Collector %o interpose his autherity,
and to prevent such a lis:iproprkt.lon of the
revenuess Mn Wynch has ready been informed
that no private claims whatever are to be pemitted
to interfere with the realisation of the public
revenue nor ought such claims as those stated
bm.g be in any shape acknowledged, or
a

As M» Wynch has given his opinion that

the only means of obtunigogmmt of the arrears

dus from these Pollamg (7 and at the same
time of securing the regular discharge of the
current revenue is by placing a Tassildar on the

art of the Company therein, reed to desire

e will assume the management thereof and submit
to the Board the arrangements he proposes establighing
to secure the object in view, making it known that,
the measure is dictated equally as a punighment
of the Poligars for their neglect of their public
engagements as to secure the arrears, and future
regularity in thelir payment and that their restoration
to thelr Pollam when the incumbrances are cleared
off, will dépend upon thelr conduct during the
sequestration and that no cause for interference
on their part may exist. reed that Mr. Wynch
be desired to submit his opinion in rc?rd to (75¢7)
the allowance which he think adequate for the

support of themselves and families.

Read the following letter filrom the
Regident at Cuddalore.-

Edward Saunders, Esge,
President and Members of the
Boa rd of Revenue,

Fort S5t. George,

Gentlemen,

Herewith I have the honour to enclose copies of
such proposals as have been given in for renting the
fams of the cocoanut trees, boutigues and stamps at
Poandicherry for the space of one year and I beg leave
to recommend that the proposal of Mootiah Gramnysee.
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George Wynch, Esqe
Collector of the Distriet of Dindigul

Siry

In obedience to the orders of Government
of the 10th ultimo, I have herewith the pleasure
of enclosing for your infommation, four tables
containing the Batta of all ranks of European
commissioned officersyof all ranks of natives in a
comps of native Infantry, a statement of the
(9912) Camp equipage fixed for a mative Corp
of all Infantry when cgl.oyod on service, and
lastly a small statement which I have drawn out
to show you more nthrnto!tly the proportion
of followers and cattle which I consider you should
allow for each discription of tents, that may be
provided to the Detac s which may occasionally
serve with you together with their pay, On the
Head of Pays I have nothing to furnigh you excepting
what you will find in these, as there are no
separate detalls of revenue or Sibbendy troops
employed wix in the districts under your superinten-
dance, but besides what I have communicated, Had
I more than one office copy of the Book ef
Government Regulations for the Military Rxpendi tures,
I should certainly have sent a copy (8913) of each
to you and M Pawney, as the most useful and
necessary information you could receive. Rdverting
howvever to such military expences as have arisen
from your requisiti Mhat I have now trangmitted
vill doubtless be sufficient for the preseat or
else you have only to apply on any future occasion
when more expences may arise, and I beg leave to
assure you it shall then be most readily afforded.

There is however one particular matter
that I deem necessary to call to your attention.
Buropean officers south of the Coleroom are congtantly
in receipt of the fixed charge of half Batta. It
can therefore be o the extra half Batta which
may be incurred on their account in congeguence
of your requigitions that (8914) should in my opinion

India Office Recordss Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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be debited on Revenue as their fixed half Batta
should, I have considered, always appear in the
military accounts.

I have the honour to be,

8irmy
Your very obedient humble servant

(Signed) Robert Hughes
Military Paymnr

Madura
6th December 1760

(A true copy)

(Signed) George Wynch

Centre for Policy Studies Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




Centre for Policy Studies

_

Read the following letter from the
Collector of Poligars Peshcugh -

Bdward Saunders, Esqe
Pregident and Members of the
Revenue Board

Gentlemen

On the 7th instant, I had the honour to
receive your letter of the 29th ultimo which conveys
to me your commands relative to the Report required
by my predecessor and alluded to in your letters
to me of the l4th July and 19th December 94, and
informs me that you are more desimus to receive
the fullest infomation from me in congequence of
a late letter from Government (copy of which with
Extract of the Company's Political Digpatch you
transmit) (1498) respecting the Polygar countries,
and that as they had expressed a wish to have your
opinion with ag little delay as gouibh, you desire
I would give the subject the eariiest and most mature
congideration and report to you my sentiments as to
the best mode of carrying into effect the orders
for disarming the Poligars, for adjusting their
digputed c].:iu' y and for the introduction of such a
system of internal management as shall have a tendency
to restore these distressed provinces from their
present gtate of anarchy and migery to a state of
subordination and progperity.

= The object that your Board had in view in
nqul.r.l.u the report was to relieve the country from
the"disorders which arcse from the collection of
the Dessa Cawell fees by the Poligars by giving
them credit for the amount in their Peshcush for
which hig Higness the Nabob was to be accountable
and to found a system thereon to preclude the \\ix)
necesgity of the Polygars eate iato the
Perhar lands, or ha any interference with them
or the inhabitants of them.

I have to confess that thig subject has
frequently occupied my attention and that I have
endeavoured to inform myself fully and minutely of the

India Office Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings!
¥/ Dated 8th February 17663 Powney Report
on Poligar Peshcush
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ingtitution of watching, and the gansiu connection
which subsists between the Poligars and the Sirkar,
but the result of my obgervationg having led me to
form very opposite conclusiong to those pronounced
by Marquis Cornwallis, that the evil complained

of EL he Nabob, of the irregularities committed

b Poligars would be easily remedied by

their demands on the Sirkary inhabitants being
collected by the Nabob's Aumils, and the Poligars
credited for the amount:.that I was diffident

of :{ own opinion and cautious of committing
myself on a subject which involved so many
important considerations and I was the more encoura-
ged to be silent on it, as the evils complained

of had (1495) in a great measure ceased without
having recourse to the expedient proposeds

I shall now gentlemen obey your commands
and enter into a detail of circumstances which :
may, possibly aseist you in making your report to
Government.

The first point which appears to me deser
ving of invegtigation is the origin of Cawel fees.
It 18, I believe an institution common to all parts
of India, and of a very ancient datej; lands were
formerly allotted to Hexd inhabitants, whose dut{o
it was to preserve the peace of the country and
watch 1t agalast thefts of common robbers.

The Poligars in the Tinnevelly province
I am informed, never were congidered in the above
luht of Head Inhabitants, but independent Chief-
tains residing in the hills and mountaing (1496)
occasionally levying contributions on the level
countries, but possessing no part of them. The
weakness of the Habod's Government and the disorders
which were inseparable from the mismanagement of
the Phouzdars, encouraged them to take their
advantage, and they usurped some parts of the Sirkar
lands, obtained grants by under mean of others,
untill they became possessed of those lands
wvhic h they now consider as thelr lawful property.

The Degha Cawel or District Vatching
in the Tinnevelly province originated in the
frequent depredations committed by the Tullum Cawel
carra both upon the property of Government and
of individuals in that country.
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With respect to the Rights by which
most of the Poligars hold their lands, I have
reason to believe they are very defective, but
as invegtigation carried back to the origin of
these Psgurpations would be impracticable and
the tenure which they hold them seems so (1497)
disputable t 1t would lead to strip every
one of them of a great part of hig lands.

In possessing these lands, they became
80 intimately connected with the Sirkar Government,
that they are not only watchers,but absolutely
inhabitants belonging and dependent on it.
I shall instance r situation in the several
relations in which they stand and your Board will
thereby be enabled to judge of the practicability
of guvonttn; the Poligars from having interference
with the Sirkar country.

de Villages wvere granted to the Polygars
on condition of their mmuhint ammed goona
when called upon by the Sirkar;those villages are
so far to be considered dependant on the Sirkar.
that in the event of the Poligars not fullfilling
the tems by which they are held, they are liable
to be forfelted.

2. The Polygars are Cawel cariahs. The
office of which has been already explained but
(1498) their duty in many cases renders them
dependant on the Sirkar

3. The Poligars (from some means or another)
have obtained grants of Mauniam lands in the Sirkar
country and in the .muntondmo of which they
become dependant on the Sirkan '

ke A great proportion of the Sirkar lands
is rented by the Poligars and they engage for
them on the same temms, and are subject to the
same conditions as the Sirkar inhabitants.

b. The Poligars have purchased lands from

the Sirkar inhabitants, and cultivate them on the

::: tems and pay the accustomary taxes to the
are

6. The Tullum Cawel (or village watching)
is also in the hands of several of the Poligars;

Dharampal Archives CPS-BV-13 www.cpsindia.org




(€<

but it 1s an office separate and distinct from
;?.:kn.m Cavel and considered dependant on the
ar

Thig 1a an institution of a more ancient
(1499) date than that of the Degha Cawele. It was
in the hands of certain petty Chieftains who under
the Gentoo Government were numerous and powerful
and committed robberies, murders and other abuses.
The Government unable of itself to restrain them,
ingtituted the Desha Cawel (District Watching) to
counteract them, and granted certain fees and
emoluments and gave it to other swperior Chieftains
or Poligars and by that means checked the sspendatis
dep redations of the Tullum Cawel Carrahs.

The Tullum Cawel Carrahs pay a proportion
of their emoluments as a tax to the Sirkar, another
part thereof to the Polygars of the Degha Cawel, and
subgit themselves uron the remainde In case
they sbserx abscond for any crime, the Desha Cawel
Poligars are answerable to the Sirkar for their
persong.

Both these institutions, as I before
obgerved (1500) in geveral instances are in the
hands of the same person and is thus accounted fon
At the insgtitution of the Desha Cawel some of the
petty Chieftains or Poligars to whom it was
committed wvere related to some of those who held
the Tullum Cawell and in failure ofnearer hereditary
&.:I.;a::o succeeded algo to the possession of

e latten

I have now, Gentlemen, endeavoured to |
exhibit as clearly as I am able the relative
situation in which the Poligars stand towards the
Sirkarnn It appears to me, that it has not been
generally understood, that they were connected in
any other manner than that of watchers for which
they collected fees for services to be perfomed and
responsiblbty annexed to the office; and upon
this Idea it may have been thought parcticable that
the Bvils which arose from allowing the Poligars
to make the collections themselves of thelr fees,
could have been remedied by prohibiting them (1501)
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them from collecting them and giving them credit
for the amount in thelr Peshcush.

Admitting that thig plan was carried into
effect, and the Pou.{cu relieved from thgr
watching and responsgibility for losse ey would
still continue from their relative tuation
connected and dependant on the Sirkar; and while
thelr connection with it (in the several instances
recited) 1s permitted to subsist, and I know not
how it is to be dissolved, while the administration
of the province 1s divid the Government of the
Poligars must continue to be a succession of acts
flowing from different sources, excluding the
poseibility of system or regularity.

These contradictions cpnsequently occasioned
the greatest difficulty in setting disputes between
the Sirkar and Poligars, for the latter, altho'
sengible that they are in many instances subjects
of the Sirkar, they nevertheless (1501) (from
paying their peeshkush to our Government) act
as 1f they were altogether independant of the fomenr
It 1g difficult to reconcile the idea that
a Government so manifestly at variance with every
gorl.nctplo "i” what it ocught to be ) should continue

perform its functions; but untill the Poligars
acknowledge one power, and be subject to one
Government it will be impossible to attempt any
plan for the intemal management of their country.

The character which has been drawn of
the Poligars and the asccounts of their fomer
dep redationg I belleve to be exact and not in any
degree exaggerated, but oﬁ:ﬂmo has convinced
me that they continued barbarous and uncivilized
by the vice of a Government whose authority fluctuated
between despotism and fear

To elucidate what I have advanced I shall
briefly exhibit the situation of the Poligars (1503)
when under the Nabob'g Government.

A stipulated pelshcusgh was settled by
the Nabob's Manager with the Poligars, which
amount his Sirkar was credited for on its receipt.
An additional Nazzer not proportioned to the ability
of the Poligar, but to the exigency of the occasion,
or the avarice of the manager was demanded on his
own private account.ln case of non compliance or
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failure, some p retext was speedily brought
forward against the disobedient Poligary, and the
Sirkar troops, if competent to it (and if not
the more powerful Poligars) were employed to
reduce him to compliance; in the course of which
service, every species t{ enoruity and pillage
wvas committed in his potlam.

To a-gaid a repetion of so great a
calamity, the Poligar was under the necegsgity of
bormlnt money from (1504) sousars and merchants
at a most exorbitant interest exceeding on some
occasionsg 100 per cent; for the payment of which
the Pollam was mortgaged to the Creditor who
exercised the whole power of managing the revenues
of it and the Poligar was reduced to the state of ~
pensionen

The manager at other times ingtigated
the more powerful Poligars te preceed against the
minor ones and shared with the fomer in the

oils they made on these occasions, and the

rkar countries vere equally the 3zeres scenesg of
these dep redations, the mngor being bribed in
proportion to the amount that was plundered from
the inhabitants.

These acts wvere immedia tely rep resented
to the Purbar, and promulgated abroad as proceeding
from the unrestrained and licentious character of
the Poliga vhile the (1505) main spring and mover
of these vorks remained concealed, and out of sight.

From such a pernicious system originated
all the evils and mischiefls which have been so
universally complained ofj The more powerful
poligars amed thelr adherantg for the sake of
plunder which gave t hem the means of increasing their
domains either by usurpation (which they retained
by bribing the mansger) or by collusive purchases;
whilst the minor ones vere compelled to keep wp
bodies of armed men to resgist as far as they vere
able these depredatory attacks.

Naturally inclined to such warfare and
the Government rather encouraging than repressing
it, It became the policy of the Poligars to
discourage industry amongst their subjects and to
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habituate them to warfare by holding out the
allurements (1506) of plunder and they naturally
contracted an aversion for the pleasures of
eivilized 1life; to this may in a great degree
be ascribed that readiness to quarrel with each
ot her on the most trivial occasions, and their
resistance sometimes to the authority of
Govgomont from whih they could have had nothing
to hope.

Such was the situation of the Poligars
when under the Nabob's authority which eventually
inspired terror or contempt; but since they have
pald their peisghcush to the Company, and been
relieved from the extortions of the Nabob's
Managers, they have considered themselves emancipated
altogether from Hig Highness's Control and
subjected to a Government who holds the sword ready
to punish those who may be refractory or resit
its orders.

The necessary examplesg that have been

made during the pregseant administration (1507)
(particularly in the instance of the Poligar of
Ramnad) have been attended with the most beneficial
@ffectsy and I have only to refer you, Gentlemen,
to the records of my Cutcherry, which will exhibit
a general conduct on the part of the Poligars very
opposite to what they were fommerly in the habits
of displaying. They have generally manifested a
ready acquaiscence to all orders, have paid their

eishcush with punctuality and but in few instances

ve committed acts of dep redation.

Notwithstanding such is their conduct at
this moment, it would be unwisge to rely on their
present digposition ortheir -mond p reference to
our Government, and as the feu system of bestowing
lands for un‘uy tenure prevails amongst them,
it is highly expedient it should be hilated and
a control established (1508) over them to ensure
their fedelity and obedience to the orders of
Govemnment.

At the same time that I advance this, I am
of opinion that the Poligars are not sufficiently
civilised to view the introduction of our authority
in the internal management of their countries, withowt
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much ugnance, and that it is a measure which
omﬁc ruden attempted at once, but must
be gradually effected.

It will be a task of some difficulty to
{mnu on them to admit of any sudden innovation
n thelr feudal system, but as I before obgerved,
it will be highly expedient to annihilate it, and
I am imagine no mode more effectual than assessing
their lands in proportion to thelr ability.

This would oblige them to employ their
attention towards cultivation, in order to discharge
their dues to Govermment and when (1509) examples
were made of those who failed or were not punctual
in liquidating thea, and they were convinced that
punighment was the certain congequence and awaited
thoge who ht appear am‘w is every
p robability would soon eiviliged; their
weapons would fall from their hands, and be
substituted by the more profitable implements of
Husgbaadrye.

To attempt to disamm them by fo rce could
not, I think, be prudently adopted, as it might
occasion a gene revolt, nor do I think it would
be practicable, for with the means they have of
secreting thelir a all seach after them would
be in vain. A stuc‘ "gnh:lbiuon of their using
them, must be the i measures towards it.

The introduction of our eystem of management
and administration of justice (1010) in their
Follamg involves many important congiderations.
As a question, it merits discussion whether it
may not be egsential not only to the tranquility but
to the prosperity of the country that the Poligars
retain their influence and management of their
Pollamg, untill they forfeit them by a failure of
engagements or by some act of contumacy or disobedience.

I am humbly of opinion that tho{lnhould-
for notwithstanding thelr depredatory habits, it 1is

an undoubted fact, that their Pollamg in point of
culture and population greatly mrg:n the countries
which surround them belonging to the Nabob, and

altho' their Governmeat take that of all Hindoo  ( (.| .°
statesy, is despotic in the most extensgive meaning )
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of the wvord (the power of the Poligar being only
limited by his will), they have the policy to treat
their own subjects (comparatively spea king with
(1511) lenity and moderation, by which coxnduct

(and owing to the umpawalelled ressions exercised
by the Nabob's er) their ams are full

of the Sirkar 1 tants.

The following is an humble attempt at the
outlines of a plan for desaming the Poligars
and for introducing a regulated adminigtration
in the Pollamg.

1. Every Poligar who 1s not totally incapable

to be entrusted with the internal erent of his
Pollam, and an assessment made on his lands in
proportion to their ability, and those lands secured
to and to his heirs for ever unless forfeited

by misconduct. The assessment once settled should

on no account be increased. This would induce him

to promote the welfare and happiness of the inhabitarts
as it would become his interest to render his country
as flourighing (1512) as possible.

Ze An engagement to be taken from the Poligar
for the performance of hig stipulated paymeats in
which a clause should be inserted specifying the
conseque’ces that would ensure on a fallure of
discharging his Kists. It might be ingerted also
that the punctual discharge of his Kists was the
tenure by which he held his Pollam.

As the assessment should be settled in
proportion to his resources, it is a natural conclusion
that when he saw thig regulation strictly enforced
he would not incur the panalty of forfeiting it.

3. A muchelka to be also entered into by
which he should engage himself not to employ upon
any pretext whatever a greater number of amed

men than he be allowed for his personal Lguarﬂ.
and bind himself to apprehend all persons (1513) w
may be found in his Pollam with ams in their

hands, and to forfeit his Pollam if he employs
force h:n any pretext whatever against his neighbours
or others.
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With respect to the administration of justice
it 18 a subject which will require much consideration.
The Pollamg are so much digpersed that it would be ;
altogether impossible for a Collector to superintend )
he ought.$o do that,Department General instructions
n{ be laid down for administering it by the
Poligars,and promulgated that an appeal in all
cases be laid at the Collectors Cutcherry. In a
short time, I am pursuaded no act of flagrant
opp ression or injustice would be committed by a
Pﬁmvithout finding its way to the Collector's
T .

I do mygelf the honour to trangmit herewith
a statement exhibiting (1514) the revenues of the
Tennevelly Poligars, the collections from the villages
now become thelir p erty and from the villages
rented by them from the Sirkar for one year, with
the amount peeshcush paid by them to the Company,
the surplus carried to their own account and the
additional amount recommended to be added to their
Peeshcush.

This statement I procured Irom the Canongoes
of the Tennevelly District and I believe it to
be tolerably accurate.

You will observe that no addition is
recommended in some of the Pollams which is owing
to the devastations which were formerl ycommitted
in them and it will require some time before they
can recover gufficliently to bear an increase of
assessment.

I beg leave to state that the information
and observations contained in thig (1615) letter
are more applicable to the Tinnevelly Poligars,
than to thoge in the Tritchinopoly and Madura
Districtge I expect to obtain soon a similar
statement of thelr resources as the one now gent,
which I shall lose no time in transmitting for your
infomation.

I have the honour to be very respectfully,
Gentlemen,
Your most faithful and obedient servant

(8igned) George Powney
Cellector

Ramnad
15th January 1796
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The Board wait Mn Powney's promised
statement of the resources of the Tritchinopoly and
Madura Poligars. Meanwhile, they judge it necessary
to call his attention to some remarks on his report
upon the Tinnevelly Tributaries having in view the
arrangeanent g.mpoud by Marquis Cornwallils of
precluding the necessity of the Poligars entering
into the Sirkar lands or having any interflerence
with them, or the inhabitants of them &s Pallum
Cavel Caras and Deshacavel Caras, unpon which Mm
Powney has not afforded any decided opinion.

It would appear that to exclude the Poligars
from all allowed concern in the Circar lands, as
watchers, no more is necessary than to relieve those
Pallum Cawel Carasy, who havefallen under their
influence from that state of subjection ghich has
been imposed upon (1518) them, and to continue them
in the exclusive possession of their offices,
privileges and rights; in such case the interference
of the Poligars in the Circar lands as watchers would
be thus put a stop to and the original watching duty
revert to its fomer establighment.

In respect to the collection of the Desha
Cawel, it seems to the Board if the Company were
to order the digcontinuance of this collection by
or for the Poligars, that it would, only add to
the receipts of Hig Highness's Managers, if the
Poligars are deprived of it, Government will be under
the necessity the more heavily to assess thelr
lands, and considering the imt change they are
to sxpereince, the comparative limited authority
they will under their new masters possess, their
means of oppression, and repine, (1519) cut off, and
of course their usual income affected, it cannot
be good policy to make them all at once feel that
by the change they must sacrifice entirely, what
they have heretofore considered thelr most profit-
able rights, 1f therefore from motives of policy
it should be admitted, and congidered a part of their
revenue, on which the future assessment is to be

formedy, at the same time that right of interference

on their part must be cut off, t would seem only
further necessary that the amount of the Desgha Cawal
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fees should be collected by the Nabob, added to
his Kists and credit given to the Poligar in part
of their tribute, as provided for in the arrange-
ment between Marquis Cornwallis and his Highness
the late Nabob.

Upén these suggestiong, the Board wish to
receive Mn Pawney's opinions and that he would also
rTort (1520) whether, if the interference of the
Poligars in the Circar landsy were entirely cut off
it 1s likely to affect their income from lands held
therein on favourable rents,or as inhabitants
cultivating un-er the Circary, or any other emolu-
ments exclusive of that arising from the Follum Cauvell
and Deshacavel, and to what estent.

If this should be the case agreed to direct,
Mr. Powney to report his opinion whether an ar o
ment could not be made with the Nabob's Governzen
to secure to them the amount by adding it to the _
Kists payable by Highness, as gmpond to be done . /)
by the Desha Cawal fees. (1521)

The proper revenue of the Poligars, having
been defined and supposing their right of interference
in the Circar lands cut off as herein suggested,
except as inhabitants, in the enjoyment of certain
defined privileges, either as Shotrumda Enamdars,
or cultivators, the principle upon which the
additional assessment is to be leveled, remains to
be considered. -

Waiving the discussion of the motives which
actuated Hindco princes in granting to the Poligars
holding under feudal tenures certain privileges for
certain gervices, the Board shall only obgerve that
it has now become a principle with the Company's
Government that no mituz“mnc shall be kept up
within their territorie t the troops paid from
their treasury, and as the Poligars are no longer
to be considered the watchers of (1522) the property
of the Circar and inhabitants, nor to be required to
furnish peons, nor to be subject to any other military
service whatever, it appears jJust that the addit icuul
assesgment to be levided on t should be in
proportion to the expense attending those services and
establishments heretofore held at the call of the
Circar, and to enable Government to keep up such
additional force as may appear necegsary for the
due protection of the country.
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The Poligars in general not being possessed
of sunneds def the extent of the services
required, where these are wan s their expenditures
on that account cannot be accurately ascertained,
but it appears a datum sufficiently correct to
estimate the unt, by calculating the expense of
keeping (1523) wp tfn actual number of peons they
are known to maintain.

Agreed to direct M Powney to state, for
this purpose, {rom the best infomation he can
gmun, the number of peons actually in each

oligars service, the estimate expenge attending
their maintenance, whether in land, or money, and
what number he t s will be necessary for the
sowaree of each Poligar,to be pemitted by Goverment,
on the supposition that the use of amsg ig to be
restricted on every other account.

Agreed further to direct Mr. Powney at
the same time, to submit to the Board the draft
of a sunned defining the future rights, and privi-
lege of the Poligars, prescribi he number of
peons to be kept up, and forbi (1524) the
appearance of amed men in the Poligar villages
intemingled with those of the Circar as well as
laying down regulations for their administering
Justice, leaving an appeal open tc the Collector and
eventuslly to Government.

Ordered that Mn Powney be written to
accordingly and that he be directed to furnish the
required infomation as soon as possible as well as
::n:xtend it to &ll the Pollams unier his superinten-

e

Agreed to call the attention of the several
Collectorg to the Board's letter of the 3rd September
wherein t were directed to report when they had
completed the Opuntia Plantation, and to transmit a
quarterly report of the state thereof as well as of
the Cochingal ingects under their care.

Agreed further to intimate to the Collectors

that if they finad difficulty in gmurlng the
insect in their m;xhourhood on application «...
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Read the following letter from the Collector
of Guntoor

Bdgard Saunders, BEsq.
President and Members of the
Board of Revenue,

Fort St. George

Gentlemen,

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of 1vth ultimo in answer to mine of the 28th
of August enclosing the applications of the
Maneearow wars for an increase of allowance as they
affim that what they received from me in the
Fusly 1204 namely Star Pagodas 5250 has not been
gsufficient for thelir expences.

I must acknowledge that I understood the
letter of the Board of 2vuth January 1795 as
authorising me to pay the zemindars (7602) according
to the ancient Russooms and Sauvarums they received
from their respective districts but not such
Rugsooms etce as they received from the Talooks of
others,the lattery I understood,they had resigned to
the Chief and Council of Masulipatam but I did not
know that they had ever relinquished the fommer.

If this wvere less than 10 per cent on the net revenue
the surplus was to be paid at the option of the
Board aocordinz to the behaviour of the parties on
which account the applications were forwarded under
date 28th Auguste Nor should I have thought =kl
myself imetesdlunless by the express orders ofk yw\'
the Board in withholding any application from the
zemindars especially in the formes/complaint. Withh
respect to thelr behaviour it has been as far as has
come to my knowledge sufficiently acquiescent.ln

the orders of the Board (7603) the discharges
granted to the inhabitants before related expected
and were in that transaction I believe the zemindars
meant will tho' thelr conduct was not justifiable.

Tho' I was clear that the former mode of
estimati their Russooms and Sawvarumg would fall
short on the whole of the 10 per cent on the nett

:ll:’;xd:la Offl.eo Records: Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings
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