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TO Shs: Vit cozae A Cocosmntoe
— f—‘\, Athenreurn, Liondon, December, 1857.

MY LORD,—Supposing, for o moment, that this Christian land weee under a Mahomedan ruler, and thatits army,
composed of Christian soldiers, were. under Maliomedan commanders, I ask what yowwonld think of the commanding
officer of such a regiment, who, in definuce ol solemn engagements not to interfore with their religion, shoald order
Lig men to trmnple on the Cross of Clirist, its most sicred emblem ; and, should they respectfully remonstrate against
such un order, he shonld repeat it, and on their refusing to obey it, shonld cause them to be tried by court-martial,
sid to be sentenced to ten years' liard labone in chains, in the company of the vilest criminals? Would you he
surprised ot these men nnd their comrades, and other regiments similarly circnmstanced, being under the impression
that it was the intention of the government to force them to abjure their religion —and wonld you then feel surprized
if’ these soldiers, snd not only thess, buat neacly the whole army, should mutiny ?—and ought not the authorites
(who by such proccedings, and by w senfence so oatrageous to all feelings of justice, of humanity, or of religion, for
what wonld, [ thiuk, zenerally, by all right-minded persons, be considered @ venial offence, if not really deserving of
commendation) to be held responsible for such deplorable results as would necessarily follow ? ¥

Now, nn analogons case to that which I have supposed, nnmely; the too notorious case of the Zroopers at Meerat, has
lod to the present sad state of wffuivs in [ndia, where, ny shown in the filth of the able letters of’ * Indophilas®" to the
Times (now published in a pamphlet, from which I quote), * the oxeiting cause " of the mutiny  was the carlridge.”
“I'o bite w eaciridge greased with cow's or pig's fit, was more to the kHindoos, and Indian-Mahomedans, than eating
pork to o Jew, apitting on the Host to & Roman Cutholic; or trampling on the Cross to a-Protestant ;" and, further, ¢ there
is no teace, in the evidence which has reached this conntry, of any conspiracy previously to the issue of the new car-
tridges;* and, before the atroeious sentence on the troopers at Meerat, there” had not been any outbreak, thougzh there
was ninturally, and not without canse, a great fecling of dissutisfinction at the orders to use the futal cartridges ; but fhat sen-
tence cuused * the pot to boil over,’” and, of course, * as the rest of the native soldiery intensely sympathised with these
troopers, and considered them martyrs to a common cause, this was enough to make any troops mutiny,! Whatever
other just enuses there may have been, the believed attempt of the government to tamper with their religion, was the firsé
canse of the mutiny, snd this might, by judicions aticution, in the first instance, to the reasonable remounstrances of the
natives, sud disabusing them of their fears (I will not call them gronndless), have been arrested, without the shedding of
one deop of biood, whether of Christian, Heathen, or Muhomedan. 'This, however, does not appear to have been attempted,
or if attempted, was too late ; and, whether through bliudness, ignorance, folly, or recklessness, the erroneous and evil
course of the nathorities wus persisted in.

And I would again ask whether you thinlk that the messures which have subsequently been adopted, have been
sueh, and 50 judicious, us 1o tend to alluy the exeitement, or to quell the mutiny 3 or whether they have not rather been
of o nature to prolong indefinitely the war, rendering it on both sides a war of destruction and of extermination ?

I will not ask whetlier this is o Christion, but, rather, whether itis a wise or a politic proceeding # It is, however, the
nutural result of (he expressed determination (but too well deted on), not to spave the life of & Sepoy, and, in the case of
Delli, not even of a citizen found within the walls; whether he was guilty or innocent does not appear to have occupied
w moment's consideration ; wnd there can be no doubt that many of the natves must have been, by irresistible force of
circumstances, compelled to join, or beeu found amongst, the mutineers, who would gladly have profited by un oppor-
tunity to leave them, and to submit to @ merciful enemy.  That a number of eitizens in Delli, trusting to the.reported
clomoncy of the English, were unsparingly massacred, 1 learn from .« letter, which appeared in most of the Loudon |
papers, the writer of which adds, with Sutanic rather than with Christinn feeling, « [am glud to say they were dis-
uppointed I So much does fumiliarity witl the horrors of war, whether direetly or indireetly, tend (o deaden the moral
lvelings and to excite the evil passions, ns shown not only in this way, but I believe in the recent great increase of
murders and other crimes of violence in this country. Some persous even have barbarously advised the indiscriminate
massacre of all Sepoys, whether they have joined in the mutiny or not: advice which we can scarcely believe |
enn Linve seriously been given by Christians, aud those Christians, Englishmen!—hut too readily acted on by an |
infurinted wnd excitod soldiery, spurred on not only by revenge, whether or not under the fulse name of justice, but also 1
by Inst of plunder. But, does not this indiscriminate slaughter counteractits objeet, und necessarily and “SREGTANY

Toad tiose, who, Bail their lives been granted, might have been long ago rendered comparatively harmless, to sell them

as dearly as they ean, fighting to the lust, and thos rdding indefinitely to the slaugliter of our own men? A majority of
them, however, us certainly Lus been the cuse with regard to Delhi, do not wait to be sluin, but make their escape, car-
rying thewis, with its accompnnying bloodshed and desolation, into the districts over which they have spread themselves,
which might otherwise possibly have remnined quiet, safe, and untainted.  And Delhi, too, might have been ours,
weels, perhaps monthy, before it fell ; and mauy = mourning family at home would not have Lad to deplore the un-
timely loss of those who were nearand dewr to them ; nor this country have been deprived of the services of manya brave
and good oflicer and soldier—not to speak of the minor consideration of the waste of treasure, which would have been
saved,

Under guch o saneuinary system, who can be surprised at any atrocities heing committed, and not so much probu-
bly by the misguided and deceived Sepoys: (though of course they bear all the blume), as by the licentious rabble of
liherated eonviets and other dregs of the populition, who alwiys, inall conntries, will tuke advautage of such opporiu-
nities, aud in an unelvilized country especinlly, will commit atrocities: unheard of in other nations in modern times,

-

though, nufortunately, (hey sppear-on such oceasions to be nsual in the east? !
weh, I cotsider huve been the causes of this much-to-be-deplored ontbreak, and the results of the measures of !
government whiel have followed it; which, so fir from putiing it down (us might, I sincerely believe, easily have becn '
done ul commencemont, by the adoption of more Cliristing, houest, temperate, and judicious ieasures, and before !
any blood liad been slied), have prolonged uyd aggravated the war and its attendant horrors. !
I whint Thave stated be correct, the proceedings of the autherities, whether at ome ov in Indin, which haye brought !
wely ealin s on o many willions of one fellow-creatures, call loudly for enquiry. ‘Thiey huve much to answer for,
being, 11 vy, el mare guilty of the blood thut Lias been ghed, than these on whom the blame has been east, l_mr !
whoin thoy have misled and miseled! We are now, 05 8 pation, suffering @ henvy retribution, the effects of which i
L ba folC by generidtions yet unborn, whetlier for our own negleet, or for the foily, blindness; or perversenessof those who :
: Iy il on us, I say nok; but, being the natural result of sach conduet, we ure compelied to confess
on is just!—1 remain, My, Lord, yours fuithfully, >
W, QT
/ /
¢ Wl WS pUB 10 LIBRA /
ARCHIVES 3 COPYRIGHT APFTS 1 UBLIC LIDRANED |
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