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Foreword

MADHYA Pradesh Council of Science and Technology
(MPCST), in collaboration with the Centre for Policy Studies, is
conducting a programme to prepare Resource Atlases for every
district of Madhya Pradesh. In this programme, detailed data on
the demography, land-use, irrigation, livestock and area, production
and productivity of crops has been collected for all districts in fairly
long time-series. Maps of the geography, topography, geology, geo-
morphology and soils of all districts have also been prepared. This
“Agricultural Atlas of Madhya Pradesh” is an effort to use the data
and maps thus compiled to present a graphic picture of agriculture
of the state and its growth during the last about five decades.

Any major effort of research and study in any area usually leads
to several unexpected consequences. This Agricultural Atlas is such
an unexpected but greatly valuable by-product of the District
Resource Atlas Programme. The primary objective of the
programme is to create Resource Atlases for individual districts. In
this process, Resource Atlases of Jhabua-Alirajpur, Sidhi-Singrauli,
Tikamgarh and Datia have already been published. Aases of
several other districts are in various stages of completion.

MPCST is the nodal agency of the state of Madhya Pradesh for
the analysis and application of remote sensing data. As such, the
Council is the repository of detailed primary information and maps
on the geography, topography, geology, geomorphology and soils,
and of the derived maps on water prospects, land and soil
irrigability and land capability of the state. Centre for Policy Studies
is a research institution concerned with acquiring detailed micro-
level understanding of the history, geography, demography and
culture of all parts of India. Madhya Pradesh Districtwise Resource
Atlas Programme is an attempt to bring together the data resources
of the MPCST and the established capabilities of the Centre for
Policy Studies in compiling, analysing, processing and graphically
presenting large amounts of information and data to create a
Resource Atlas for every district of Madhya Pradesh.

These Resource Atlases are designed to present all aspects of the
land and life of the districts in a manner that is sensitive to the
skills and aspirations of the people of different districts and the
special attributes of their land and climate. The volumes published
so far are comprehensive enough to incorporate almost all the
technical and statistical information that goes into the District
Gazetteers that were first prepared during the British times; and yet
these read like odes to the land and people of these districts.

I am happy to note that the Programme is now leading to new
creations like this Agricultural Atlas. The picture of agriculture and

its growth during the last about five decades presented in this Atlas

should indeed be a source of pride for the state. Madhya Pradesh
has done extremely well in agriculture and irrigation, especially
during the last about 10 years. The people of the state, particularly
the educated people, need to be aware of this core economic
activity and the core achievement of Madhya Pradesh. I am certain
that the Atlas shall also prove useful for acquainting our school
children of the geographical and agricultural specificities of their
districts and their state.

But this Atlas is not merely a particularly detailed, graphic and
beautiful presentation of the available information and statistics
regarding agriculture. It is also a research monograph. In the
hundreds of maps given in this Atlas, one can discern surprising
correlations between the natural, demographic and agricultural
parameters of different districts and regions. I believe that the Atlas
shall open paths for new research in several directions to explore
these correlations and mutual dependencies between various factors
that influence agriculture.

I congratulate the scientists and scholars of the MPCST and the
Centre for this important achievement. I am proud to record that
in the process of working on this Atlas the scientists of the Council
have discovered that the data they have been working with for years
has applications beyond the immediate world of technical expertise.
This has encouraged them to apply themselves to their respective
tasks with renewed vigour and interest.

I am grateful to the Government of Madhya Pradesh, especially
to the Hon'ble Chief Minister, Sri Shiv Raj Singh Chauhan, and
the Hon’ble Minister for Science and Technology, Sri Kailash
Vijayvargiya, for their guidance and encouragement in this effort. I
also express my thanks and gratitude to the various departments of
the Government of Madhya Pradesh, and especially the
Commissioner of Land Records and his officers, for generously
allowing us to copy and compile the data in their care; it would
have been impossible to implement this programme without their
cooperation and help.

I dedicate this volume to the industrious and diligent
cultivators of Madhya Pradesh.
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