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¢ prophecy contained in their books, that the whole of India
¢ will be subjected to the dominion of Mohamedan princes,
¢ After Malec Naib had possessed himself of the treasures of all
¢ the kings of that country, and was preparing to. return, the
¢ night before his march a quarrel arese among some Brih.
¢ mans, who sought refuge in his camp, respecting money taken
¢ from the buried treasures of the nobility. A DMohamedan
¢ overheard them, and lodged information with the Cutwal,
¢ The Bralumans were St‘.‘iZ('tT, and carried before Malee Naib,
On the application of the torture, they refunded what the

had taken; and discovered not only that treasure, but six
other places of deposit in the woods. " Malee Naib drew im-
mense sums from these deposits, and began his march towards
Maber, (Malabar). Having also destroyed the temples there,
¢ and collected large sums, and valuable jewels, he returned to
¢ Delhiin the year of the Hegyra711, (a.p.1311).  He presented

L.

Aot A

- % 10 Aladdin 312 elephants, 24,000 horses, 96,000 maunds of

¢ gold, and innumcrable diamonds and pearls.  Aladdin, upon

- ¢ seeing this treasure, which eclipsed the celebrated treasury of

¢ Perviz (Chosroes Perviz, king of Persia), at Badaverd, was
¢ delighted, and threw open the gates of his exchequer. He

-+ ¢ gave each of the Omra ten maunds, (a maund is about 80 Iib.
. * avoirdupois) ; to others, as shaikhs and learned men, he gave

¢ one maund, or half 2 maund, according to their character.
¢ The remainder, whether coined or uncoined, he caused to.be
¢ melted, and deposited in his treasury. None of the authors
¢ who have treated of that period make any mention of silver ;
¢ being brought from the peninsula by Malee Naib ; whence it
¢ has been conjectured, that it was held in little estimation.’
WWhatever exaggeration there may be, on the part of the au-
thorities ta whom Ierishta refers, and who probably wrote near
the period, we are authorised to conclude, that the plunder
brought from the Decan by Malec Naib, was such as that coun-
iry could not have supplied at any subsequent time. But gold
is not a production of India. Those riches must have been
procured in exchange for commodities ; and their probable a-
mount, cunse(kuent y, enables us to appreciate the commercial

prosperity of those countries, .

We have scen that Vijayanagar was founded in the year 1336.

In the following century, Shahrukh, son of Tamerlane, reigned -

in the city of Herat, over the most extensive empire then existing
in Asia.  His court was remarkable for its splendour and magni-
ficence. This prince sent an ambassador to the Rajah of Vijaf'u-
nagar ; and Khondemir has inserted his observations on that
country, in the Habibabsir, whence they were translated by _t:“‘

. writer

T
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writer of this article, and published in the Asiatic Reaister. »

The embassador is at a loss to express the astonishment vxci_u.-(l
in him, by the riches and prosperity which he t'h::-:;ﬁ \;{Lm.m;ed.
Vijayanagar, then ouly a century o d,'%rcm-]y exceeded in 'ip en-
dour and size the capital of l'cr:an_u. he immense popu ation
of the Decan, when compared “'-1_111 that of his native country,
Abdul Rezac attributes to the m l_lll;n'y not hcm§ paid by‘asm:_;u..
ments of land, but receiving their pay regularly once in four
months, from the trc:tsur{. There can indeed be llfllc (?f:uht 10&
the pernicious efficts ot the Mohamedan s{\)'_stnl:m ?t}p-a)‘lrii{\-t- ;(-:
troops by jaghirs and t_unkhns, and thus su Jemfz‘;, tu. cult W

ors to military oppression; but, in addition to this circumstance,
he might have included the perfect sccurit 'tllordr.d to I“:{'}m-
merce, -by the \'i;_;l[smt pnl.lcc, and strict ad m".lb'lm-"?n o -Jlis-
tice, which he had previously remarked. We might cite the

expensive works for the retention end distribution of the waters, ~

in countrics of which- the cultivation depends on artificial irri-
tion, erceted by Iindu princes, aifld ;.:uffc_rcd to hl}lhmlo ‘_I‘E'
cay by their Mohamedan successors. ju\ e 111_1;:1?15 cite the ter r}l—]
torial assessment effected by the sovereign of \Ua_v;.mu%nr, sti
referred to by the inhabitants of Carhata, as an equitable stand-
ard of the comparative value of lands. But we hasten to the
consideration of another and more interesting topic discussed
by Colonel Wilks. a7 vl By
" His fifth chapter comprises a learned and able disquisition on
the landed property of India. He quotes Strabo and Dtod'o-
rus; and examines thie state of landed tenures in Judea; in Egy [pt
during the administration of Jusg}ah ; and in Sparta when the
laws were framed by Lycurgus. The government of Bengal had
contented themselves with interrogating the most intelligent na-
tives, and with consulting ﬁnar}ci:tl documents. : -

A measure of great pufi‘ticu! impgrtance has Jon been partial-
ly adopted at Madras, with a view of rendering the settlement
of the territorial revenue general and permanent, as in Bengal.
Colonel Wilks conceives it to be not only unjust and oppressive
in its principle, but likely to prove detrimental in us-eﬁccls:
The authority which his cpinion 1s justly entitled to, induces
us to call the attention of our reader to the nature, extent, _mul
application of the arguments he adduces. We shall hli obliged
also to take a concise view of the origin, progress, and present
state of the long litizated question of'.'.{emuzdftrl ngl}ts, in which
we shall avoid as much as possible the use of Ecch_mc:al terms,

Before we commence, however, we-think it right tnol .51“’f"’
that we are not altogether unqualified for engaging m tins dis-
cussion, ' by vindicating oursclves from the charge of hay ing ad-

Aa2 _, vanced
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; vanced two facts ¢ i i
1 incompatible and i i
S o A patible and incredible, .
L !: itr(;_:ﬁl;\l;::tl;“(E;Ioml:_l l“ l!\ks has applied tu’ mﬁ"rsl?t:,ll: e
: ority of the ] Luntukheb e
; > 5 g al leh: is
grm;l reputation, and of Shah Nevaz Khar Rl 1
grapher, to prove that, in tl i B0 i
B pravat at, in the financial system of the Ei 8
o 72 if; 'rl)l_ tl;:: c;op was exacted as the share Il];eror
; aid in kind; but tl is mi Pt
povic i idy but that this migl
o kl:eogu:lx?cft th;: L‘stl;!l?t(.‘d value, if p-lidaill: 11:100:3 mim’i‘ﬁ
{ tich we founded our state ; e
b ettt statement are both mnsl{!md
b R ia; but if the ficts be incom _bas
= howgw < whl be of much consequence I'In} o
o ﬁshcd i :-‘,lt't(t{ expect th‘at, before we (l:scrcdi't. ;\-:Itlt .too
Sy Il- ation, that_mcnmpntibility be poi l(‘r!. of
R ik iy ground for disbelieving their « g
: rhom th ::-;:pparcut improbability of encoura G
Sl l?\ ) Uraging money-pay
'I“{;ste e dit-; :;:‘111!:311. But whoever will u%»pr:tiutcl wp:_?monts
i .Lpb.u lon accruing from the receipt of -hpens-e,
re‘jec; . hc{e‘ :;m ¢ t'h.-anosed to consider the fact incrct‘li?)‘lgmw i
stimony of competent witnesses treuting ‘tl‘i(! ;I’T(')m
of ] |.:‘ l‘jl'
mg?gxlllzlcastg wis mtimatcl}' conversant $hah A
antient existence of B S0 ’
% €-ahtient exi : encal as a se i i
tl precise ll.nuta n.a:-:gucdtmtatpr%smt tl p.tl e klngt]nm,wlth
s e s there is no other evidence

: neuace, and Ii: 'Ti a A

Ttk £t anguage, H(.'Eu ar written ch X

e time of the war, of the Mahaharat, it constituicd?l?fg.ki .ﬁ;
¥ I1ir=

‘doms.  Afterw ;
. ards, it formed
or Behar ;' from whic a part of the empire of
‘Mohamedan j:‘ta‘fi}mh’ %mvever, it was dismen!:bered E:\(.II? Jga di;a
the'sway of 3te's a:.)'n. " By what laws it was governed tlrE_t e
et Aot T m::;:?rf dP::lllEes, neither history nor traﬂiﬁzyﬁrl!)n :
Hinds 't may indeed be. conjectured, that si .
b t‘::"rrl:lsl“fﬁl i;ls tlu:{r st{bjects, the In;titu::sﬂ:;?el\?wse et
Hindé Ia\:;: {Ie b.asls of thesr f']urisprudence Th 03-" i
tems, for whi{I‘dr '('OIEmek?’ shows, however llmi Jhgcst o
b o Hinld uwm(i"authont)- was also pleaded’ c]aim?zil c{,zﬁ?-
Se Oor our pres : a2 o i=
observe, t present purpose, it i
ol I::?It’f fgr mlzmy centuries, all knuwpled«:c of szlfﬁic;e.nt 4
m the memory of the natives? and to ;f'a:: :}ha}s
reir

existence, has been th
e task -oft : 3
terary research. -of profound Investigation, and li-

At the commenceme

) nt of the 12

jected to the throne of Delhi

: ! i, and continue i

= - s ntinued

o f:gr;ﬁﬂ lt\!}el) ear 1338, or during a p—m-itcmlltutl'J ﬁ‘gl{ce o

il e ém'::l !ccaF::lkh.rreddliIL, an officer of Cader}Kegl:if;I t]J:L :
bengal, assassinated his mast ori the

Patan empire. Under the new dynust; z,failﬁ'ﬁ‘:;?::lﬁfrmp g

princes,

th century, Bengal was sub-

Bel i
A Igﬁl contlnued to be governed as an indepcndcnt ki.ﬂgdom until
3
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the death of Sultan Shemseddin I in 1586, when a Hindnp ze-
mindar, named Raja Cansa, subjected it to his dominion, and
ransmitted the sovercignty to his som, after a reign of seven
vears. ¢ But God,’ ::dj.' the pious Terishta, ¢ averted the’
ischicf this might have occasioned, by converting his son to
the true fuith.” In the year 1558, the Emperor Humayun re-
annexed it to the throne of Dothi.  But on the death of the K-

eror Sclim in 1552, Soliman Garani rendered himself inde-

endent in Bengal. e was succeeded by his sons, the last of
whom fell in Lattle ngainst the anny of the Emperor Acbar in
1575. Sothat Bengal continued an independent Mohamedan
.ours, Trom that period, it remained

state, during nearly 237
annexcd to the Mohamedan cmpire of Delhi, until the acquisi-

tion of the Dewani by the English East India Company, con-
stituting in all a peried of nearly 600 ycars, during which it
was ruled by .\Iofmmcdan sovercigns ; an interval more than
sufficient to obliterate all traces of the laws and institutions,
which preceded the conquest, from the minds of the natives.
Those laws, however, did not entirely cease to operate. For al-
though the Mohamedan courts did not allow their
paid great attention to local customs, in questions of succession ;
~and many of these were no doubt founded on the antient laws.
But without any minute investigation of the principles ado rted
. by the Mohamedan government, in the administration of Ben-
gal, a very superficial view of the actual state of that country,
when it came into possession of the English, is sufficient to
I'he unexampled state

show that they had not proved injurious.
vhich Benzal had attnined, demonstrated, that

of prosperity ¥ _
however defective the Muﬁanmdan institutions might be found
" in theory ; whatever circumstances might render them ineligible
for the new government to adopt, the country had risen to af-
fluence in consequence, Or in spite of them. The first object
was to ascertain the relative situation of the different classes of
new subjects thus unexpected] submitted to their control.
The act of Parliament which enjoined that the natives should be
protected in their rights, according to the laws and constitu-
tion of India,” meant unquestionably such rights as existed
when the India Company obtained fpo&scssion. ['he obvious in-
tention was to maintain the statc 0 socicty which then existed ;
and it certainly never entered into the imagination of any per-
son, at home or abroad, that it was necessary to revert to laws,
institutions and rights, which a lapse of six centuries had obli-
terated from the minds of the natives.
It was found, that ahnost the whole revenue collected by the
Molamedan government was derived from an assessment on the
. Aasd ? land :

3
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land & That this territorial assess
it 1 s territorial assessment professed ced. i
Emuq;:?&l;s br[::;::‘u aﬁlc::.c({i'!.‘dmgly variuble in mnmm:‘: {"l(:h:ft\t(id e
o e .0 : m; n)c:nJ»l(TE“l pet\\'cen ('ht': oflicers ofgo\'crm‘: 3
S0 8¢ s o eachL _zcmuoldars, (htm_-ul[y lendholders) :nn;
bt ijca.r, in proportion to the quanti’t
e : mt'thcse men possessed certai g
ights, their succession being re e
of thedtﬂlml)’ ; but thata cor:ﬁr:u-tﬁo:ﬁ}ﬂ;&c&l :):'l .
sun y ; e :
'{iitcntl:) i(;: ?ﬁ;:;itll?lllri!;ﬂ crown, after cach tlumii::f'ug):; ? i
oy e
2 eht, | cting a proporti
- ttu'i 1:);1;; tf:;ﬂ;; : u;rrlc:isl _::ui’ c‘:lﬁs t illﬂu“'(‘tf thloml i':-n](:l::&?;m:;g
Hae 1 1 ction, was allowe :
i ‘,;’:I;:F: I(:i g{"cﬁl;: management of their zemit:flut'}ii:n ,m!iieu
o I)stéisio|| ﬂn tu- government: That, antcriur, to th?s
Ehgihy sub‘ii\-ide’l he “.lml(f of the 'subahs of Deneal and Buc
e ; ‘{;nt.r:l{cm1pd:1ryjurisdictinns, in?omuch tha-
i xisted in cither, which did not constit :
1e zemindari: That the sovereign was in th:: lllttaebial

SR arantl
iting to individuals, in perpetual property, small portions

of lands, by dec sy 5
S ml}mtllf;dqsu(i)tf r:::::t muts'i] denomination and tenor, either
23 : -rent 3 these continuing t ] :
:;:ifl'ct?o}:l‘l::- of;]t]he zemindari as before ; agndo zonit:;'l (:c;’ hoy-
i as allowed to the zemindar, at the annul:;] ld.r AT
o clc?unts, for the lands thus dismembered : T? e
ar himself, for charitable or religious Pul’iioss,; at‘):_he o

=Sy even

from motiy ‘our i
_ 1otives of favour, affection, or interest, was in the habit

?it;fx::ﬂ?ﬁcﬁet‘r}“g:; t}_):ii'ltionsj. (IJE his zemindari from the territo-
ses 3 these alienations, wl iscov

ﬁ;{?ﬂi rgir.:;;ed, thourr!} sometimes cc,mﬁrl::::(il E;o‘:::;l;mwm:
,occupantgof a ;Ii:ﬁ:] 21’1 xfaterfercd_betweell the zemindar andc:;u;
i st des y compelling both partics to fulfil their
Sorguep: T proprictors of houses and gardens held
w[?urﬁon oyf ] :,lo_r' lease, from the zemindar ; the greatest
PIROrtel < p:m.'a3 i u tuiators of the soil held their grouﬁd also
okl or} eascs, the tenor of which was various
Habyine g n%m i;r;xémt 1, and others for 2 period of year; ; but
g e a numorous class of cultivators, who, ak-
il bl e }o pattas, possessed a prescriptive right of
y, whilst they continued to pay tEeir Just prop%xﬁo?l

The most re i ' -
nuall:ueasen;?:e nr:mot]:il period to which the amount of that an-
g o Tudoimll\{ ﬁc traced, was to that adjusted and levied

ey ull, in the reign of the I:Im eror Acbr
‘ the Asil Tumar Jumma ; copies of wiijﬁch are s:irli
: extant.

.
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extant. ‘The principles which regulated it, adverted to the cir-
‘cumstances am‘ nature of the crop, as well as of the cultivator,
From historieal evidence, and the testimony of intelligent na-
tives, we submit the following statement as T resenting the

f vice would be divided, according

<hares into which the crop 0
sresent time, when the peasant ha

to that assessment, at the
not received tucavi or an m‘\-ance of money ; had not had re-
course to artificial jrrigation at his own exXpense; and paid the
dues of government, not in kind, but in money.
i iy n%, : . i Rupees.’
Suppose the produce of a portion of land to sell for - 100
Deduct three fourths to the cultivator, for the wages
f implements, and profits of

- - e n

1811,

of labour, repair o
. stock - - : B - 75
' % s C —
3jy - : : S
" Deduct charges of collection, estimated at one tenth 2%
' : g : 991
i

Deduct the allowance of the zemindar, accordingto
the practice of the more recent Mohamedan go-
. vernments ; for, in the settlement of Acbar, tﬁcy .
- were not employed in their present capacity _ - - 2%
AT )

- There remains to the sovereign 20
But whether the original principle was adhered to, or neglect-
ed, the amount Jevied in the administration of the Nabob Ali-
verdi Khan, greatly exceeded the produce of the Asil Tumar
Jumma. Yet the prosperity of the country bore testimony to
the moderation of the exactions. Two centurics had elapsed
since the settlement of Tudor Mull. The variations in the nu-
merical amount may justly be attributed to the extension: of
cultivation, and, above all, to 2 fall in the value of money. At
‘the former period, the discovery of the American mines ha

scarcely affected the circulation of Indim At the latter, the
_nations of Europe had long carri
with Bengal, principally by means of importations of bullion.
An experience of twenty years wis not necessary to prove to.
the government of Bengal, that the financial system which had
flourished under their predecessors, was not likely to prove suc-
cessful with them. The summa “ustice, the complicated sys-
B'ﬂ ge which had assisted

tem of checks, the intimate loc nowled

it before, were all wanting. The decline of the revenues na-
turally attracted the attention of the most intelligent Company’s

'servants to an invesﬁgaﬁonA of the cause an
R a4
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] 162 : . Wilkss f;ﬁ_‘o’_y I?, nysw‘ g ‘At 1 1811.  Wilks’s Htsfa!:y Qf ﬁfflsm’. 3
3 3he_righ ts of zemindars became a subject of interesting, but ¢ The cultivators universally considercd them as ﬂlf‘l .P.;'“}ir_'f““:;
i .acrimonious discussion: Lord Teignmouth and the Jate IM?; ! flﬂm coils they were attached to the familics v :‘-t\l “-mnn
i -Grant were the most intelligent and the best informed of th ;’ o been their protectors; and, if even e t-‘h‘k?lm-:ti.ll it
4 who took a part in it. : : i . = 1 onﬁd be proved to be com atible with strict justicc, i
i Mr Grant contended, -that the sovercizn was the sole b, £ 1d certainly be conr-idt‘fﬂr by the l:mnp]c opa ,\.\;'tl1
prietor of the soil throughout India: That the native ofﬁccrg 2; “uucecdin-r in the hichest degree tyr-.mmc:}l :md1 unjm:t. ! 1 =
5 the lporind when the company obtained possession, had !'r:mt’lu.. r: yect tohthe diminution of the revenue, n;_ could li_t‘\ (‘_E:si:z T\li
! lently suppressed or destroyed the revenue accounts: That b mitted that the arbiteary and ruinous nssﬁ-‘l\?'l‘l‘lfl‘lt ?m o
Imposing erroncous statements on the credulity of the English, : ould correctly be considered as a standarg 1,-—‘ ! t gl
they had, in collusion with the zemindars and’ their agente in < Lich had never been realized, and which had at_the ther
tercepted the real dues of the state: That the rcmed:', fo;-"thj; w't:d the greatest diccontent.  If compared with “.t-l.y OBEL
rapidly increasing abuse was, to demand from the latter the a- El sdard, no material diminution would be fm}ﬂd to e.ull:-t; ‘
mount at which they were actually assessed, previously to the :ta-t'c:;d o’t' convulsing the country by cncronc‘hm% on rights m?ﬁ;
Company’s obtaining the Dewani; and, on refusal, to commit 1?:“-,;\(] by prcscripli:)ll, and supported by public Upi.‘-m,m"t il L
their districts to the charge of English- gentlemen, il"l:itrllclL‘d to I ;itic nzndc of improving the revenuc, 15 by rendering it the ]
superinlcnfl the formation of a new valuation founded on mi- ‘ P?wrcqt of the zemindars to extened cultivation. e R
.- nute local investigation : That the zemindars thus dispossess - It is o pleasing reflection, that the argunicnts prevare i‘;“t =
{ should retain nothing but their nancar, or one tenth of the neat rtake most of liberality B

ppeared to parta e i ’ -
e < any right by the ¢ laws a[g"s\:mcnt sc?tlemmt of Lhe_tcrntorml_ :m.i.s.qmlcnt ,‘-‘vf:nt;cmll:t
znd constitution of India ; >—the necessity of obtaining a new nded by considerations of great weight and moment. 1st,
sunnud after the death of each incumbent, abundant] chmon- !Pc nscerlw}i’n annually the pr gD N dmlnnult!‘?ﬂ IE‘
struting, that they could not be considered as land proprie- ; th{; (bu-\ntit}' of cultivated land, implied 2 degree of loca nniv:;
; tors. !n fact, they were mercly officers of government, of : lcdm!‘ ‘which the English gentleman In charge ‘.’f ah cxlfc::‘;mc
f whom, in the scttlement of Tudor Mull, no mention is m;tde li'lt:ri:ct could never possess. Scarcely had he If-‘“’“"f? %0 t"\_i 03
though they have been unwisely suffered to convert their oﬁi: : nmrcrs-mt with one station, before, in the routine of t :)815"'3“,‘:‘}:
::}ml trulsts into Lereditary jurisc[,i'ctions, by succeeding Mohame- f:: was ;cmoved toa lﬁghﬂl“': !"" ‘°°mm°&1 :r?t:,‘:.?:;;pgi‘ t‘i:c’ Colm~
an Fulers’ ; S ; ce for the honour an o
. On the other hand, it was maiﬁtainécl;ltha.t the claims of its sub- the h,'glﬁt‘:.]g:m:% it wise to expose tl_\cm annuall{y :0 the
Jects should be weighed deliberatcl »andevenindulgently, b rajust : pﬂgil;ous tcmp;ntion of profiting by the settlerent O;ict r::’-f .
and wise administratien: That the zemindars exercisec ;m)ri rhts i nues, when this might be effccted with scavecly o poss: 11l1 A
now, of which they were not in possession before the sub\’crqiogn of :]et tion? The revenue officers who preceded them, dw “:g
| the Mohamedan government : That for a new 'gm'ernmcnthto in- ' tl?ecf\ioha.mednn government, thouf;h notoriously more corrupt,

stitute an inquiry into the origin of rights estgblished antecedent- were checked by the local knowledge of their employers, and

rental, which was all to which they had

—— e

PSR

SRR, S S S S -

: : : s whi d
| Iy to thcn:‘B 0\{'?, “‘Ouldhbe a tusk at once unpopular, invidious and by the existence of m!“utlc m‘g ‘EE“M‘ ,ﬂ:icc:t‘:l:;t :ig:;};q?am
unjust.  Lesides, such an inquiry would lead to no satjsf QT S ished. 8 ove all, wi S
satisft recoverably peri d, ¥ LAY <
result.  Many of the zemind:u—sy e GIRCCALTE i ation, whilst the zemindars, who

5 were unquestionably the de- expeet an increase of cultiv WY ek i
scendants and representatives-of potty indepcndent} princes ; nlgjnc.tp()ﬁﬁcss capital applicable to agnmlm‘a}'t{r{}:i?i::??l'ﬂﬂ;
cthers had undoubtedly acquired their zemindaries recently ; ) ean only expect to receive one tenth of the profit arising

‘ and, the origin of others it would be difficult to trace: But all : sts advance, whilst nine tenths must be puid to the go;'er;_m_“?l\;?r
| Jad been placed on the same footing by the Mohamedan rulers. Tuh If by limiting the demands of the sovcrc'lg?‘ f“lt :" \:ﬁ:}dﬂ %
| _\} ou]d. it be becoming then in an ﬁnﬂiish government to anni- ter;imri. assessment, & zemindari can be rend uc{l l‘ '-11:01"1‘;1111

| hilate rights respected by a dynasty of Tartars 2 Besides, the ze- roperty, it will also beconic a mlee 2 m“b 'ui e sale of
| mindars were, in fact, the nobility of the country, and toimed ' lt)her‘)bah:.r:ces aceruing annually, m::f' be ll.qmda.tcd vt Gfls.: e l.:
{ an useful and ornamental link in “the chain of S{;ciet which a proportionate quantity of thi Jands; which will probe "\tr‘u:"-
i without them, would be reduced to the prince and thg’pcasant: : P _ E sl § Gl
’ : s The :
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for the ma i g,
nacement into m H .
res TS more industrious | : ¢
gﬁf:;:d\f:) l‘:[u : crt‘uuducwc to the general p:::::‘::_tnnd o this
. rere the facts, and sucl l ppe TR
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Jastly, from occupancy. The state encroached on no rights but
its oW1l In setting limits to a fluctuating assessment, and in
gsstiring & hereditary succession, the zemindar derived import=
ant privileges from the liberality of the sovereign ; but not at
the expense of his subjects. The Madras government was di-
rected to carry the same measure into execution in the Pen-
insula.  After this prolix digression, we now return to Colonel

Wilks., - -

All we had read or heard of the countries south of the Cris-
na, previously to the publication of Dr Buchanan’s travels, ha
convinced us that the state f society differed widely from that
which prevails in the upper parts of Hindustan. The perusal
of that instructive publication abundantly confirmed our suspi-
cions. It might, indeed, have been conjectured @ priori, that
countries which had only passed transiently through the Moha-
medan rule, would have retained,

with little variation, the in-
stitutions and customs Iprc\'alent amongst their ancestors. The
valuable information communicated on this 5ub?

ect by Colonel
Wilks, is altogether decisive.  We can find on

y two grounds
of objection; 1st, That hie appears to consider the state of so-
cicty, which he rvrrcscnts, as preva

Jent universally th roughout
Hindustan; 2d,

hat he has omitted to state, in sufticient de-
tail, the naturce L the situation of that class of men whom he
names Udiar or Polygar, which is ess

ential to a correct view of
the subject.

We collect from Coloncl Wilks's statements, that in the coun-
tries south of the Crisna, the sovereign collects the annual as-
sessment through his own officers, directly from the cultivator,
without the intermediate agency of any class of men correspond-
ing with the semindars of the north. That this was the case
when the Institutes of Menu were composed, seems altogether
indisputable. We have already intimated, that the petty prin-
cipalities of antient India did not exceed maug' modern zemii=

daries in extent. The property of the soil, therefore, must be

. soucht cither in the suveroign, or in the occupant. Colonel
Wilks appears inclined to refer it universelly to the latter 3 al-
¢ame t0o OpPPressive,

though, where the exactions of the state be
cliction of their claims to sus=

the proprietors preferred the der

tainine the weight of cnormous taxation thus heaped upon them.
¢« We shall accordingly find,” he observes, ¢ that in the central
¢ regions, the existence, and, with it the remembrance, of
¢ private property in land, has been nearly obliterated ; while,
¢ throughout the lower countries, it can every where be distinctly
¢ pm\};(ml, and in many places in as perfect o state, and as fondly

¢ cherished, as in any part of Europe.’ The tollowing is the cri-
: = terion
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366 Wilks’s History of Mysor. Aug.
terion of property fltinple:l by Colonel Wilks, ¢ The inference
¢ oppears to be irresistible, that the fact, of land being sale.’
¢ able, ascertains the existence of property, and that the
¢ right to sell identifies the proprictor.” We have already
remarked, that lands held by lease from the zemindar were
transferable, by sale, during the remainder of the lease 5 but the
sale here meant is of a permanent indcfeasible property, subject
to no other condition than defraying the dues of the state,
This, eccording to Menu, wis the sixth part of the crop; a
fact of which our author never met with a common Iindu farm-
er, of ordinary capacity, who was ignorant. ¢ T dissent abso-
¢ Jutely from the opinions of those who describe the Indian
¢ husbandman as destitute of knowledge, observation, and un-

¢ derstanding. I have uniformly found them the most obsery-,

¢ ant and intelligent of all the classes with whom T have con-
¢ versed, and fond of discussing the rationale of all the opera-
¢ tions of their husbandry.’ “The truth of this observation will
certainly not be disputed by any who have had an opportunity
of judging for themsclves, and who, like Colonel Wilks, are con-
versant with the native dialects. Going successively over the
low countries of the Peninsula, he finds that ¢ the hereditary
¢ right to landed property in Canara and Malabar, was, and
¢ continues to be, indefeasible, even by the longest prescriptive
¢ occupancy. The heir may, at any (Eistunce of time, reclaim
¢ his patrimony, on paying the expense of such permanent im-'
¢ provements as may have been made in the estate.
¢ Private property, in Malabar and Travancor, is distinguished by
the emphatical word Junmum, a term bearing the express significa-

- tion of birthright. The various gradations of mortgage, temperary.

transfer, and conditional possession, which are all requisite before
a deed of complete and final sale can be effected, mark a stronger
reluctance to alienation, and a more anxious attachment to landed
property, than can be found in the institutions of any other people
antient or modern ; and the high selling price of twenty years pur-
chase, reckoning on the clear rent, or proprietor’s share, in a coun-
try where the legal interest of money is more than double that of
Britain, testifies the undiminished preservation of this sentiment to
the present day.’ - A :
In Dravida, the only country remaining to be noticed, a con-
siderable proportion of the lands is also Tield by perpetual pro-
prietors. 3 : 5 g
The impression we have received from the foregoing state-
ments is, that in Tulava, the whole of the lands consist of pri-
vate property ; but that, in Malabar and Dravida, although it

is not uncommon, yet it is far from universal. In all these

countries,
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tors, we are not aware of any zround of complaint ; whilst the
latter were protected in their respective rights, whether proprie.
tary or otherwise. But another measure, of which we profess
~ourselves altogether unable to comprehend the principle, consist.
ed in a proposal from government to those proprictors, to Pur-
chase their own lands as zemindars, We ap :rellcnd that no pre.
~ cedent for this occurs in, the proceedings of the Bengal govern.
ment, which formed thé permanent settlement.  This singulay
proposal was very naturally refused ; and the difficulties which
occurred in carrying the settlement into effect at Madras, had,
-when Colonel Wilks wrote, suspended the further prosecution
of that measure. . ;
¢ Happily,” says our author, ¢ in a large portion of the territory
subject to the government of Fort St George, the question is sti]]
open to consideration ; the rights which still exist, are ripe for con.
firmation ; and those which have been partially or wholly usurped
or destroyed, may yet be restored. Instead of creating, by the most
absurd of all misnomers, a few nominal proprietors, who, withont
further usurpation, can by no possible exertion of power be rendered
either more or less than farmers, or contractors of revenue, the Bri-
tish government may still restore property, and its concomitant bles-
sings, to the great mass of its subjects. *

In the above passage it is manifestly assumed (as we think)
without necessity, that the appointment of a zemindar involves
an encroachment on the rigﬁnts of the proprietors. But some
argument should be adduced to prove this. Cau it be correctly
a[ﬁrmed, that the zemindar can never be more than a contrac-
tor of revenue, in a count abounding with lands altogether
waste and unproductive ? gould the capital of an opulent pur-"
chaser, be employed in a manner more conducive to the gene-
ral advantage, than in covering the desert with rich harvests ?
Does the security he will enjoy, of being subjected to no addi-
tional assessment, hold forth no inducement to attempt this be-
neficial operation ?  But the waste, says Colonel Wi ks, is the

roperty of the township. We well know, that every village
Rns a definite extent of pasture land annexed to it, for the con-
veniency of the villagers. Bt does, this intelligent and benevo-
lent writer so far forget himself, in the warmth of his argument
in favour of proprictary rights, as to condemn to perpetual ste-
rility the extensive wastes, n every part of that country, which
belong to no township 2 We have only to peruse Dr Bucha-
nan’s Journal to perceive, that in most parts of his route, he
traversed extensive tracts remote from .the habitation of man,
and certainly forming no part of village pastures. The limis of

- these, indeed, are in gencral well defined, and perfectly known ;

and are sufficiently extensive for the purposes to which the{' are
rid app ied ;

" he terms the antient cons

| S R

R
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licd ; but beyond them lye lands which roqmnle an oxp:::u{;

ap:I':: of canital to render them productive; and t u:.}cnm;(h he
tl:'ocurul Iin any other manner, than by adopting the mes

; . e soverely

e condemns so severely. Rl e ot L
actical result of our author’s observations 13, at

Ll sitution of India, should be rev Itlued,—
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' tiquity in India; the waste would quickly be cnvcrld bl I
:;;n(ti crops, because every extension of culture would be a

i the proprietor. ’ . T ' A
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i P, W - author obje .
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2 all proprietors, who are destitute of it, llwugh unqtiu- io
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v 7, . £
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sineularly detrimental 35—t .
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roduce. ot Vi bl S . i
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ment of the revenues in 5 Sounpai s
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i th}c measures of the Bengal government. Should
author, on . : e

Dharampal Archives CPS-EJ-02

www.cpsindia.org




i

RS

==L NPT .

Centre for Policy Studies

570 Wilks's History of Mysor. A
- ‘ ug.
any thing of the same kind be apparent in our own, w
wn&l‘i the apology which we have now sugeested for C u!ufu.-‘i“\}&i}f?
e territorics subjected to the British dominion in Inldl"s'
may on Probulllu'gl'OUIll!H be calculated to contain sixty mill; .
of habitants. The sum of human happiness of \{-h' lh the
mtrudu'ctaou of wise, judicious and humane'rcfrul':aiuns it::o t}tlheT
cf;‘n'r.altr_\,.mu eventuall bl-: pru}luctivc, and th:amoum of mis i
which may be caused by injudicious, or fluctuating or opy, :
sive measures, is in the direct ratio of the popul-:li;n It ﬂl‘ea;-
exist a servant of the East-India Company,—if Ehcre'cx' it lf)l:e
rector, a Legislator, or Minister of this country inca lJ;b? ¥
emotion from the generous hope of contributine to thcl'f : 2
or of trembling at the danger of participating in the lagt o
can only lament they should have attained thiose situati o
ersons suac:?ltlblg of nobler sentiments, an ussitltto‘u-iu":h'd 2o
iistorical and statistical views of that country sho:tfdb el
the forniation of political opinions. We know no bil)'rcc?de
better caleulated for this purpose, than the Ilist ¢ o Mcity
by Colonel Wilks. i g

>
- aih

PR i O : -
Anr. V. Ezperiments and Observations on the different Mod .
!é:- tgudz cath is produced by certain Vegetable Poisons Bf’ar
Bt Brodie, Esq. F. R. S.” Communicated by the !;;';;ciety
or promoting the Knowledge of Animal Chemistry, (F :
~ the Philosophical Transactions for 1811, Part I) e g
- : r " -

Tms}pnﬁcr is one of those coilfribut'};)n-s to its stock, which
50 the bI'? al Sustcty receives from some private associations
o c; ;?; tc:s:zl ll; .I:.d]’ c(‘; ith tll;e \'ic'.sl' of p::lunotmg particular branches
1 wledge, by applying themselves exclusive) |
society to one line of inquiry. It is 1o dic Gavery
judicious plan upon whqichr}this arrull)urcll)r?;nl:efaio g:.::; tf'le ve?’_
There can be no doubt, that certain pursuits of a suieuticf"rme- :
ture, are exceedingly encouraged and facilitated by th i
and cooperation of individuals engaged in them }j\ cc l'l'r(llm“
able spirit of inquiry is coinmuhicated by such .ﬂ'icndlom:l tﬂ:
course ; the lights of diffirent persons are united and }(’i:;‘ i eld

with better effeet ; and one person both aids and is as tl : ;tsle;
his fellows in the course of his investigations. Mucl o, thiel.
would result from such conjunct opc?utions' e\-enlluwl ?mtll’ gk
culations unconnected “'Il{l experiment. ,But, \1'lfcfcttfcslti::'
quérer.s are to deal with apparatus and specimens,—where long
and nice processes, or minute and various observations, must be
: performed,

-

B ey e i M M s
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istl. . Erperimeats on Vegelalle Poisons. 871

erformed, the cooperation in question is still more useful ; and
the formation of such socicties as we ave deseribing, beconics
morcover essential for the purpose of procuring, at an casy rate,
the use of the machinery cssential to the investization. It has
happened, from various causes, that the Royal Socicty has sel-

-dom engazed in joint inquirics, s a body, cither by commit-

tess, or by its members at large. But by forming a rallying
oint to individuals, and affording the most extensive and re-

spectable publicity to_ their labours, it has conforred, at the
least, s great obligations on science as any other Institution
of this description. The connexion between this illustrions
Body and tlicse minor societies, is calculated to extend still
further this wsefulness, and to unite that more active cacou-
racement of experimental inguirics which results from the
united operations of indi\‘idua]ls, with the advantages derived
from the leng estzblished nume of the Royal Socicty, the
extensive circulation ¢f its volumes, and the protection whicl
it can occasionally bestow, in 4 number of ways URNOCOSaETY
to be deseribed.  Thus, when an experinental society is form-
ed, such ns that for promoting the knowledge of Animal
‘Chemistry—to pass over the other ways in which it may stand
in need of assistance—its lucubiations arve for a number of
vears, in all probability, not sufliciently important to appear be-

%ore the world by themsclves.  Some of them ruay nevertheloss

be interesting 3 and those must wait for others before they can

- see the light ;—they must be kept back till a volume be formed ;—
and cven then, their publication has to struggle with all the dis-

advantages of the Institution, and probably the authers too,

being little known except to themselves. Yet science is incal-

culably benefited by the speedy commu ication of detached dis-

coveries and improvements ; and there is no more certain way

of encotiraging inquiry, than giving the inquirer to know that

his success shall surely, and without delay, contribute to his own

fame, and to the general advancement of his favourite study.

This knowledge is set before all the members of the Society, lor

cultivating the limportent branch of physiology mentioned in

the title of the prosent article.  As often as they suceeed in any

interesting speculation, they know that the Royal Society. will

Vinseribe their labours in its widely civeulated records; and that
‘they thus start, though an establishuent but of yesterday, with

the whole benefits of the great name which has been acquired

by this distinguished Body,—by the labours of Newton, and Hal

ley, and Cavendish, and by a century and a half of constant ser-

vices performed to the commaenwesalth of letters.

We now proceed to lay before our readers the experiments
VOL. XViil. XNo, 26. Bb which
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the singular fortune to witness the progress and com-
pletion of the usurpation of Hyder Alli, to oatlive the
aggrandizement, and the fall of that once formidable
Dynasty, and to contemplate the restoration of her
House, presides over the ceremonial part of this depart-

ment, with great sense, and a due attention to splendor

and economy.

71. The personal respect to be paid by the Dewan
to the Rajah, and to his relations,
is intimately connected with this
subject, and is preseribed to the
Resident as an object of particular attention.

72. I have uniformly remarked in the Dewan, a
very decorous attention to these
observances ; but there is a branch
of the official arrangements which
appears to me to derogate from
the spirit of these injunctions.

73. The Lall Baug on the Island of Seringapa-
tam, was originally assigned as an habitation to the
Resident, and the Dewan at the same time established
on that Island, the principal Mint, the General Treasury
and the Huzoor Cutcherry of the Rajah's government,
partly for the convenience of communication with the
Resident, but chiefly because Mysore, (the place ap-
pointed for the seat of the Rajah's government,) was
unprovided with any buildings for these general purpo-
ses. These .deficiencies have since been supplied at
Mysore; and the Lall Baug having been proncunced
uninhabitable, from its extreme unhealthiness, the Resi-
dent’s tents may be pitched with equal convenience at
either of these places. !

Connected  with proper
respect from the Dewan,

Which he duly observes.

Certain official arrange-
ments derogate in some de-
gree from that object.
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74. It appears to be essential to the respect, and
consideration, which is due to His Highness the Ragah,
even during his minority, that he should be surrounded
by the principal departments, and officers of his govern-
ment; the establishment of those departments, and the
residence of those officers at Seringapatam, bas not only
the exterior appearance, but the virtual effect, of hold-
ing His Highness's court at a distance from his person.

75. This arrangement becomes the more indeco-

rous, as His Highness advances in years; and it seems
to be expedient on every account, to direct the perma-
nent removal to Mysore of all the public departments of
the government.

76. The remaining branch of the third depart-

Second hoad.  Custody of T0EDL i the custody of the Judi-
il S cial Records.
77. In the administration of justice, as in every
other branch of the government,
e sl o S regard has been given to the
ancient institutions of the country;
and to the doctrines of the Hindu law.

78. There is no separate department for the ad-
ministration of justice in Mysore, with the exception of
Cauzies in the prineipal towns, whose duties are limited
to the adjustment of ecelesiastical matters among the
Mahomedan inhabitants.

79. Matters of the same nature among the Hin-
doos are usually determined according to Mamool or
ancient precedent, and where there is no Mamool, by
the doetrine of the Shasters, if any can be found to
apply.
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bursements of the first year, such
nr’:‘_'ifﬁ.‘l“}” holding Offices £ these as hold situations of trust,

are subject to the same rule as the
Aumils, with respect to rewards and punishment.

—141. The Dewan enters in a separate account, |
) \ancient allotments-of land to the local institutions of

the hamlets and villages, (involving a detail of 41,739

_ objects and persons, and an annual

nc;\g’:.ﬂeﬁrzl:lt;lul?:&nt‘ expence of 89,489-4-14;) and

excludes the amount in the first

instance {rom the account of the gross Revenue, because
it can never become an available source of supply.

142. The detail of this expence for the first year
is exhibited in the document, No. 1, and can only be
increased by an augmentation in the number of peo-
pled villages.

143. In the system of revenue administration in-
troduced by Colonel Read, this head I believe was includ-
ed in the total of the gross revenue; and afterwards
charged in the expences of management; But I think it
was in contemplation to raise a new head in the accounts

M . 5 for t?ﬁs object; because its intro-
s ressurce. . duetion into the account, which

ascertains the net revenue, gave
an erroneous view, both of the available gross revenue,
and of the expences of management.

144. The accompanying statements, No. 2, 3, 4,
and 5, give a separate view of the
gross revenue_of each of the years
1799—1800, 1800—1, 1801—2,
and 1802—3, distinguishing each district in the order

revenus of the last

49

of the Schedule annexed to the treaties of 1789, aud
shewing the separate amount of the four distinet heads
of Land Tax, Sayer, Toddy, and spirituous Liguors; and
Tobacco.
145. 1 have not yet procured the detailed accounts
of the gross revenue of each separate district for 1803—
4, but the total Jummabundy will be found in the docu-
ment, No. 7.
146. The statement, No. 6, exhibits a comparative
L5 view of the gross value of each
wmounts in the district as rated in the Schedule,
and the ascertained gross revenue

in each of the first four years of the present administra-
tion.

147. No doubt remains in my mind that the ac-
counts furnished to Lord Cornwallis, (on which were
founded the Schedules of 1792, and subsequently those

of 1799,) were actually extracted

,).E,i.';!t1""-_","'"1"7";3‘_”"m"cc‘"' from the records of the revenue,
and exhibited the most correct
account that Tippoo Sultan was capable of giving of the
gross revenue of his country at the
e stishie:  gormer period. The increase ex-
' hibited in No. 6, becomes the
more satisfactory from comparison with the revenue of
1791, when it had not much declined from its highest
amount under the Mahommedan Government,
148. The head of land tax comprises, besides the
objects which it deseribes, the

wnd Lax com.

amhouessnd  house tax and the plough tax,

being an impost varying in differ-
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