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The growth and practice of slavery T'he growth of a slave society

only three more cases are known, the West Indian Islands, Brazil and
the southern states of the USA.? These five societies in which slaves
played a considerable role in production (and in ostentatious consump-

Table 11.1. The population of five slave socielies

tion) form a distinct category of ‘slave society’. Esu“:all‘:d Esumla:d Slavee apa f
This definition of slave society is admittedly arbitrary, but it may po;&:uon :;:Tavc: l‘:‘?gz;t;?;iﬁn

be useful, because it underlines how rare such ‘slave societies’ have © ('000,000) (000,000) (about)

been, and the marked discontinuity between them and the numerous

tribal and pre-industrial slave-owning societies, in which a small pro- Athens®

portion of men and women were kept as slaves. The Human Relations €. 400 BC (0.2)* (0.06) 30%

Area Files record the presence of some slaves in nearly half out of 8oo Rgeag l:aly

societies studied.* But sacrificial slavery among the Kwakiutl, for | ooy (416 (6:5) ’52

example, or domestic ‘slavery” in traditional China, or the presence ' Braszhfc 0 2 2

of several thousand black slaves in England in the eighteenth century 1800 3 1 33%
was on a completely different scale from slavery in slave societies as 1850 8 2.5 30%
defined above. Among the Kwakiutl, in traditional China and in . USA, southern states

England, slaves were a negligible factor in production. In Roman ltaly, 1820° 45 &5 33 %

the southern states of the USA and Brazil, slavery was a very large * C '360! 12 4 33%

factor in production (see Table 11.1). e
NI A f sl % o : 1804 0.5 0.18 28%
e similar importance of slavery in the five slave societies makes 1861 1.4 0.4 30%

Q&J icomparisons between them seem attractive. Obviously, comparison of
/1‘\ /slavery within the Americas is easier. Whatever the differences in

N culture, all American slave societies were the product of similar con-
‘Q—V ditions: European expansion into spacious and uncultivated terri-

* Figures in parentheses indicates a considerable degree of doubt.
Sources to Table 11.1

wire for Policy Studies  1968).

tories, the absence of an easily available and effective labour force, the
mass import of black Africans to provide labour, and finally the close
links between production by slaves and the economically developed
non-slave societies, which provided both tools of production and
markets in which the slaves’ surplus produce was sold.

In this chapter, few explicit comparisons are to be made between

3 For present purposes it scems reasonable to treat the West Indies as a single case.
The West African kingdoms at the other end of the slave trade present a difficult
case; there seems to be evidence of significant levels of slavery: in some kingdoms
slaves probably accounted for fifty per cent of the total papulation according to
nineteenth-century travellers' reports; but the functions of slavery and the treatment
of slaves seem remarkably different from those we find in other slave societies. |1
have therefore, tentatively, not included them as slave societies. This may be wrong.
See further the essays in C. Meillassoux, L'esclavage en Afrique précoloniale (Paris, 1975)
and A. G, B. Fisher and H. ]. Fisher, Slavery and Muslim Society in Africa (London,
1970).

s E%idcncc of the presence or absence of slavery was available from 808 socicties. Of
487 societies with some slavery, hereditary slavery was certainly atiested in only 165
socicties. But the quality of such data is inevitably uneven. See G. P. Murdock,
*Ethnographic atlas: a summary’, Ethnology 6 (1967) 109ff. The distinction between
a slave-owning society and what 1 call here a ‘slave society’ is adapted from M. 1.
Finley, sv Slavery in The International Encyclopaedia of the Social Sciences (New York,
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(@) R. L. Sargent, The Size of the Slave Population at Athens (Urbana, Ill., 1924)
63, 127; (b) derived from P. A. Brunt, Italian Manpower (Oxford, 1971) 6o
(excluding northern Italy) —a rough guess; (¢) K. ]. Beloch, Die Bevilkerung
der gr.-rom. Welt (Leipzig, 1886) 418, 435-0; (d) C. Prado, Histdria Econémica
do Brasil (Sio Paolo®, 1963), appendix; (¢) S. E. Morrison et al., The Growth
of the American Republic (New York, sixth edition 1969) 262, 499, 861; (f)
K. M. Stampp, The Peculiar Institution (London, 1964) 39; (g) H.S. Klein,
Slavery in the Americas (London, 1967) 202. The slave population of other
islands in the West Indies was smaller. ;

Roman slavery and slavery in the other ‘slave societies’.* But com-
parisons is implicit, in that the argument concentrates on four
important aspects of Roman slavery, which seem exceptional by
comparison with the southern states of the USA. Three of these
factors hang together: the high status of an important body of pro-
fessional and skilled slaves in Rome, the high rate of slave manu-
s Explicit comparisons have been rare, but see particularly ]. Vogt, Sklaverei und

Humanitat, Historia Einzelschrift 8 (Wiesbaden?, 1972), esp. g7fl. (now translated as

Ancient Slavery and the Ideal of Man (Oxford, 1974) 170fl.); D. B. Davis, The Problem

of Slavery in Western Culture (Ithaca, N.Y., 1966); Finley (1968); C. A. Yeo, ‘The

economics of Roman and American slavery’, Finanzarchiv 13 (1952) 445-83 is now
somewhat dated. o
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Process and Reality

ve had to render Plato’s general point of view
made necessary by the intervening two thou-
sxperience 1n social organization, in @sthetic
i in religion, we should have to set about

1 philosophy of :~rganism. fIn such a philosophy the
ng the process of the world are conceived 'as
ression (or ‘participation’) of other things which
wtiziities of definiteness for any actual existence.

a4 are temporal arise by their participation in the
are erermal. The two sets are mediated by a thing which
ac v of what is tempoeral with the timelessness of

" ::-.! This final entity is the divine element in the world,
barren ineficient disjunction of abstract potentialities
liallvathe efficient conjunction of ideal realization. T}u:s
potentialiies in a primordial actual entity consti-

| stability whereby the actual process exemplifies
metaphvsics, and attains the ends proper to

mergent order. By reason of the acruality of this

n of pure potentials, cach eternal object has a

¢ relevance to each concrescent process. Apart from

. there would be a complete disjunction of eternal

»d in the temporal world.] Noveity would be mean-
;uble. We are here exiending and rigidly applying

hat ideas of reflection are derived from actual

nition of the divine element the general Aristotelian
sined that, apart from things that are actual, there
sither in fact or in efficacy. This is the true
.hich also underlies Descartes’ dictum: ‘For this
erceive any attribute, we therefore conclude lbi_lf
: or substance to which it may be attributed, 15
* And again: ‘For every ciear and distinct con-

is without doubt something and hence cannot

e nceiple
its oriain n what is nousht. . . .| T This general princip
2 8’ i X s T A at ayery-
{ the "ontological principle.” It is the principle that unerﬁ-
velv somewhere mn actuality, and in potency everyw

All
Part I, 52, transl. by Haldane and Ross.

1 ii: rtes ure from thes transiation.
itation 1V, towards the end.

Process and Reality - _ 609
In one of its applications this principle issues in the doctrine of
‘conceptualism.” Thus the search for a reason is always the search
for an actual fact which is the vehicle of the reason. The ontological
principle, as here defined, constitutes the first step in the description
of the universe as a solidarity * of many actual entities. Each actual
entity is conceived as an act of experience arising out of data. It is a
process of ‘feeling’ the many data, so as to absorb them into the unity
of one individual ‘satisfaction.’ Here ‘feeling’ is the term used for the
basic generic operation of passing from the objectivity of the data to
the subjectivity of the actual entity in question. Feelings are variously
specialized operations, effecting a transition into subjectivity. They
replace the ‘neutral stuff’ of certain realistic philosophers. An actual
entity is a process, and i$ not ‘describable in terms of the morphology
of a ‘stuff.” This use of the term ‘feeling’ has a close analogy to
Alexander’s t use of the term ‘enjoyment’; and has also some kinship
with Bergson’s use of the term ‘intuition.” A near analogy is Locke's
use of the term ‘idea,’ including ‘ideas of particular things' (cf. his
Essay, I1L, 11T, 2, 6, and 7). But the word ‘feeling,’ as used in these lec-

tures, is even more reminiscent of Descartes. For example: ‘Let it be °

s0; still it is at least quite certain that it seems to me that I see light,
that I hear noise and that I feel heat. That cannot be false; properly
speaking it is what is in me called feeling (sentire); and used in this
precise sense that is no other thing than thinking." t+

In Cartesian language, the essence of an actual entity consists
solely in the fact that it is a prehending thing (i.e., a substance whose
Whole essence or nature is to prehend).§ A ‘feeling’ belongs to the
positive species of ‘prehensions.’ There are two species of prehensions,
the “positive species’ and the ‘negative species.” An actual entity has
a perfectly definite bond with each item in the universe. This deter-
Minate bond is its prehension of that item. A negative prehension is
the definite exclusion of that item from positive contribution to the
Subject’s own real internal constitution. This doctrine involves the
Position that a negative prehension expresses a bond. A positive pre-

* The word 'solidarity’ has been borrowed from Professor Wildon Carr's

Presidential Address to the Aristotelian Society, Session 1917-1918. The
Wdress—'The Interaction of Body and Mind—develops ‘ the fundamental

-Principle suggested by this word.

"' Cf. his Space, Time and Deity, passim,

't Cf. Meditation II, Haldane and Ross transiation.

$For the analogue to this sentence cf. Mediration VI: sabstitute ‘Ens
Prehendens' for ‘Ens cogitnas.’
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Dialogues of Alfred Novth % intencan

thunders reverberate under the barrel vault of a Norman
c¢hurch. The whole scene is picturesque—Ramisgate, fronting
the Narrow Seas between England and the Continent, those
narrow seas which “are the parents of all free governments in
the world—Holland, England, the United States. The Pilgrim
Fathers were their offspring.” Not far away are the grim walls
of Richborough Castle, built by the Romans; a mile inland
from Ebbes Fleet beach, where the Saxons had landed, is the
spot where Augustine preached his first sermon; and only
sixteen miles away is Canterbury Cathedral, where ninety
yedrs ago, as still today, a little boy could look on the very spot
where Thomas & Becket was murdered, and see the armour
worn by the Black Prince. History for this lad was not some-
thing learned out of a book; he rubbed elbows with it every
day and ok it in at eyes and nostrils.

Although Whitehead always regarded himself as the East

Sound of Abbey Bells

together was the housekeeper, Jane Whychelow, and she it was
who read aloud the novels of Dickens to the little boy as he sat
on a hassock hugging his knees beside her grate fire. z

_ His schooling is not less picturesque. He was sent to Sher-
borne as an adolescent lacking four months of his fifteenth
birthday. In 1941 that school celebrated its twelve-hundredth
anniversary. It dates from Saint Aldhelm and claims Alfred
the Great as a pupil. The monastery buildings are still used and

its abbey is one of the most magnificent in existence, with -

tombs of Saxon princes extant. During his last two years here
young Whitehead's private study was a room reputed to have
been the abbot'’s cell and he worked under the sound of the
abbey bells—"the living voices of past centuries "—brought
from the Kield of the Cloth of Gold by Henry VIII and given
by him to the abbey.

The curriculum, he remarked in after years, struck him as

/ Z‘j\. Anglian that he so typically ff‘f'kt'd and was—fair, ruddy, bluc- having been about right for that period and place, “ We read
\ | </ eycd—there was dhe of those slight mixtures in the stock which, Latin and Greek as the historical records of governing peoples
Q_‘\L/ as he hiad ohserved time and again in history, provide a variant. who had lived close to the sea and e _ lmamitnq pdwcr.
One of his grandmothers was Welsh, hér maiden rname had been They were not foreign languagcs; .l.:hcy wercwst[.aun aﬂd
Williams, and he was so different from his brothers that it was Greek; nothing of importance in the way of ideas could bc
attributed to the Celtic strain. presented in any other way. Thus we read the New Tcstamcnt
He was born on February 15, 1861. A frail child, he was’ ; in Greek. At school—except in chapel, which did not count—
ught at home by his father and spent much of his time out of . I never heard of anyone reading it.in-Eninsb;- It would suggest
doors with an old gardener to whom he retained a lifelong ! an uncultivated religious state of mind. We were rcﬁgiﬁu.a. bt
gratitude for having first let him see the light that can shine'in with that moderation natural to people who take their religion
abscurity. Winters he would visit his grandmother in London. in Greek,” English grammar he never studied; that was learned
She was the widow of a military tailor and lived in a town i out of the grammars of Greek and Latin, o,
"a house, dr Piccadilly, from whose windows overlooking the These boys were not overworked, Theére was time for athletic | ﬁ
i ) Green Yark he used to see Queen Victoria, then a middle-aged sports and private reading, which with him meant poetry, in 3
: widow and not too well liked, go by in her carriage. His especial Wordsworth and Shelley, but also much history. He
grandmother was a wealthy woman, but, said he, *She made was a good athlete and finally a prefect. As Head of the- ,
the mistake of having thirteen children,” which somewhat School, he was called upon to cane a boy who had stolen
reduced their several inheritances. She also must have been a money. *Either he had to be caned before the il oe
redoubtable character, for the linch-pin who held the family expelled. I don’t say that I did right, but I Ca-ﬂcd.l!iﬂh"
2] [s] ~
' . .
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Dialogues of Alfred North Whitehoad

“I have lived three distinct lives in this single span,” said
Whitehead; “one from childhood to the first world war; one
from 1914 to my residence in America in 1924; and a third
here since 1924. The first seems the most fantastic; in those
years from the 1880’s to the first war, who ever dreamed that
the ideas and institutions which then looked so stable would be
impermanent?”

*“Although I was a little boy when you were already a man
grown, that world of the 1890’s seems to swim in a golden haze
of mythelogical idyl.” '

““Fifty-seven years ago it was,” said he, “‘when I was a young
man in the University of Cambridge. I was taught science and
mathematics by brilliant men and I did well in them; since the
turn of the century I have lived to see every one of the basic
assumptions of both set aside; not, indeed, discarded, but of use
as qualifying clauses, instead of as ‘major propositions; and all
this in one life-span—the most fundamental assumptions of
supposedly exact sciences set aside. And yet, in the face of that,
the discoverers of the new hypotheses in science are declaring,

‘Now at last, we have certitude’—when some of the assumptions
which we have seen upset had endured for more than twenty
centuries.”
-**Is that a reason why you are at pains to use a new termi-
nology for your own concepts?

“You have noticed that, then?”

*I have noticed that I can understand the first third and the

last third of your Adventures of Ideas and of your essay on the

Harvard Tercentenary, but that in the middle third I bog down.
Is the middle third over the head of a layman who is willing t
keep rereading it? ™
“No. I don’t think so. I write for the layman, and in so doing
I avoid the technical language usual among philosophers.”
“The philosophers don’t like him for it,” said his wife,
“though they have been very sweet about it.” 3
“But I am convinced,” said he, resuming, “that what

[ 128 ]
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To Live Without Certitude

philosophers should do is relate their thoughts to the nceds of
commouhfe.Andthmiunotherthingﬂmyni&dtodn.Whm

hypotheses on carefully criticized assumptions—how they set
up tests to control experiments—then consider how the funda-
mental concepts of even the greatest philosophers in . the
past must have been largely conditioned by the aecessarily
cphemeral environmental relationships in which they lived, The
sca_n:;[ial is how unhesitatingly later thinkers have accepted their
conclusions without pausing to xamine them in terms of
changed social conditions,"” ' ' i

- "“Astriking example of it,” said I, “is Aristotle’s Pofitics. They
must have been based on the fundamental assumption that the

 city-state is the regnant political form, and that, oo, in an age

when it was already being outmoded and about to be sup-
planted by military monarchies on a model derived from the
conquests of Alexander the Great, his own p_“Pﬂa” ol e

“That is an excellent example of what T mean. There is an

enormous need for philosophies to be rethought in the ligh
the changing conditions 'ome'a_nkind_.” ‘ Bg 5
How much of this can be done by intellect alone?” .

. I doubt if we get very far by the intellect alone. I doubt
if intellect carries us very far. I have spoken of direct insights,
The longer I live the more I am impressed by the enormous ”—
he urged his voice into emphasis, and narrowed his eyelids—
“the unparalleled genius of one philosopher, and that is Plato,
There seems hardly an insight that he has not had or antici-
pated; and even after you have allowed, as I wauamg a

moment ago, for the modifications introduced by chariged

social conditions since he thought and wrote, and the consequent
variations which must be made, still in essence. the most of it
stands. He came face to face with these realities, truths not
directly apprehensible by the average man, then by a marvel
of subtlety and dialectic, whittled them down to a form in which
thq_r could be grasped by the educated Athenian of his day.”

(r29] r
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Dialogues of Alfred North Whitehead
better life for the masses, a new burst of liberated creative
energy, a new form of society; or mankind may all but extermi-
nate itself and desolate this planet.”

“Suppose,” said Livingstone, “some of the greatest Greeks
were to come back and see us as we are now . . . Thucydides,
Plato, Pericles, Aristotle?”

“Aristotle would be inexpressibly shocked at the way his
generalizations have gone overboard. Mind you, I don’t say his
ideas—species, genera, and all that sort of thing—haven't
proved vastly useful. Aristotle discovered all the half-truths
which were necessary to the creation of science.”

“Aristotle’s Ethics, on the other hand,” rejoined Livingstone,
*““seem to me to stand up better,”

Whitehead looked dissent. “I grant you, they are admirably
definite,” said He. “Plato’s ideas on that subject tend, in
comparison, to be vague. But I prefer the vagueness.”

“The Greeks didn’t like vagueness,” remarked Livingstone.
“In that sense Plato may almost be said to be atypical. They
liked outline to be distinct and subject matter to be clearly
organized within definite form.”

“I prefer Plato,” Whitchead resumed. ““He seems to me to
have been the one man in the ancient world who would not
have been surprised at what has happened, because his thought
constantly took into account the unpredictable, the limitless
possibilities of things. There is always more chance of hitting
on something valuable when you aren’t too sure what you want

to hit upon.”

He turned again to Livingstone, and continued, “There’s
something I want to ask you: am I right in thinking that
German scholarship is quite wrong in trying to identify Plato
with some explicit conclusion in his Dialogues, with some single
speaker and a final point of view? It scems to me that was just
what he was trying to avoid. Take his letters: assuming that he
wrote them, and even if he didn’t, they would state a prevailing
frame of mind in ancient times about his work: namely, that

[ 340 ]

No Reason to Suppese Einstein is Final

there is no Platonic system of philosopixy. What he did was
explore various aspects of a problem and then leave us with
them. . . . Heseems to me to have had, more than anyone else,
& supreme sense of the limitless possibilities of the universe.”

“About German scholarship, I'm not at the moment pre-
pared to say,” replied Livingstone, “but all through Aristotle
one can see his resistance to the influence of Plato, and all
through him the influence of Plato’s thought is inescapable.”

“Let me speak personally for a moment,” said Whitchead.
“I had a good classical education, and when I went up to
Cambridge early in the 1880 my mathematical training was
continued under good teachers. Now nearly everything was
supposed to be known about physics that could be known—
except a few spots, such as electro-magnetic phenomena, which
remained (or so it was thought) to be co-ordinated with the
Newtonian principles. But, for the rest, physics was supposed
to be nearly a closed subject. Those investigations to co-
ordinate went on through the next dozen years. By the middle
of the 18g0’s there were a few tremors, a slight shiver as of ail
not being quite secure, but no one sensed what was céming.
By 1500 the Newtonian physics were demolished, done for!
Stll speaking personally, it had a profound effect on me: I have
been fooled once, and I'll be damned if I'll be fooled again!
Einstein is supposed to have made an epochal discovery. I am
respectful and interested, but also sceptical. There is no more
reason to suppose that Einstein’s relativity is anything
than Newton’s Principia. The danger is dgggatic r.h_oggg:at
Plays the devil with religion, and science is not immune from
it. I am, as you see, a thorough-going evolutionist. Millions of
years ago our carth began to cool off and forms of life
in their simplest aspects. Where did they come from? They must
have been inherent in the total scheme of things; must have
existed in potentiality in the most minute particles, first of this
fiery, and later of this watery and earthy planet. Does it not
strike you how absurd it is to start from the five and one-half

[ 341 ]
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ve known and, according (o my measure,
er=2t men ; and | have pever vet séen
_ +n1 mended bv the observadons of those
- in understanding 1o the person who took
Eowuxp Burse.
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION

If in this book harsh words are spoken about some of the
greatest among the intellectual leaders of mankind, my motive
is not, I hope, the wish to belittle them. It springs rather from

my conviction that, if our civilization is to survive, we must .
‘break with the habit of deference to great men. Great men

may make great mistakes ; and as the book tries to show, some
of the greatest leaders of the past supported the perennial attack
on freedom and reason. Their influence, too rarely challenged,
continues to mislead those on whose defence civilization depends,
and to divide them. The responsibility for this tragic and
possibly fatal division becomes ours if we hesitate to be outspoken
in our criticism of what admittedly is a part of our intellectual
heritage. By our reluctance to criticize some of it, we may
help to destroy it all.

The book is a critical introduction to the philosophy of
politics and of history, and an examination of some of the
principles of social reconstruction. Its aim and the line of
approach are indicated in the Introduction. Even where it looks
back into the past, its problems are the problems of our own
time ; and I have tried hard to state them as simply as I could,
in the hope of clarifying matters which concern us all.

Although the book presupposes nothing but open-mindedness
in the reader, its object is not so much to popularize the questions
treated as to solye them. In an attempt, however, to serve both
of these purposes, I have confined all matters of more specialized
interest to Notes which have been collected at the end of the book,

1943 %
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION ix
ciate the strength of an opponent if we wish to fight him success-

_fully.

PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

Although much of what is contained in this book took shape

- date, the final decision to write it was made in
the day I received the news of the invasion of

to give his motives the benefit of

No book can ever be finished. While working on it we learn

just enough to find it immature the moment we turn away from

it, As to my criticism of Plato and Marx, this inevitable ri-
ence was not more disturbing than usual. But most of m;’xpzsi_
tive suggestions and, above all, the strong fecling of upﬁ,f:jm
which pervades the wholé book struck me more and more as

Austria. The wrifing extended into 1943 : and the fact that cE naive, as the }'ears.a!:’tcr the war went by. My own voice began
- " the book was written during the grave years when the § tosound to me as if it came from the distant past—like the vojce
maost i i Ol a ie uring - K C Yee ¥} s | o y ]
P - 5 - : he of : o
outcome of the war was uncertain may help to explain why some ! 3: 2R {lhc_ t?lﬂpeful social reformers of the eightéenth or even
: : ¢ the seventeenth centu
of its criti ikes me to-dav as more emotional and harsher % eRIAYELY -
tl co wish. But it was not the time to mince BUE my mood of depression has passed, largely as the result
Is t. thiS Yems what I then felt. Neither the war § of & visit to the United States ; and I am now glad that, in
'—sr-\ other re;-.-.."‘.-n-a":--mw event was Pr;alirillv.mcn(iuncd in l mvis“fg the book, I confined myself to the addition of ‘:'lew
book s 2 SO understand those events and ++§ Material and to the correction of mistakes of matter and style
i some of the issues which were likely to % 2Ad that I resisted the temptation to subdue its tenor For in
TR SR W R, ) e 4 spite of the S50 04 ) ¥ .
\rise after the vas won. The expectation that Marxism % ' e present world situation I feel as hopeful as I ever did,
would become 2 major problem was the reason for treanng it at see now more clearly than ever before that €ven our greatest
o P 8 troubles spring from something that is as admirable and sotind
5 ol [ the present world situation, the criti- ;5 it Is dangerous—from our impatience to better thc lot of \;ur
cist Mark ittempts is liable to stand out as the ¢llows, For these troubles are the by-products of what is per-
D Uhis view of it is not wholly wrong ant }L}IE_MQQLC_S_EQI_QI_]_ I“‘_Q‘-_"E}_I_Qpc_!_s_gir:itual r_cvolution; 6} Ristorv
o 3 ugh the aims of the book are ?nuch flﬁﬂ_‘-m’c:__n_gp_t_whigh__I_Jcha_q three centuries 3‘;';3- ___Ti_iﬁ_tﬁi:_l_b-llél:n'
snly n episodeone of the tiny mistake | § CLcounted unknown men fo free themele st e
-rennial and danf;_r:_mus struggle for build- n.ﬂin"gl"c'Eg"tghgé‘éfglgﬁg-ﬁﬁ;mﬂfdﬁé' It'"és"thci;;ttcmpt
_ ; ; =5 "; l“ﬂ.d Up an open socicty which rejects the apsolute authority
Not ve been blamed by some for being too ;,0 I,j:‘q:l;rely ﬂia:tg;!_s_hcd and the merely traditional while trying
seVere in if Marx, while others contrasted my llnl # B 9 ff?\rr:lap,‘and to establish traditions, old or new,
i ke . violence of my afiack ap8a Plato, - II n;e-.«:su_n: up to their standards of freedom, of humarneness
s : i f N 4and ol rationa : T o, 2 2
But I s king at Plato with highly critical an(d leayve lhf:‘:-l [c-mmsm' ,It_ i their U{l“ﬂ“!ﬂgnf:ss to sit back
: ]t ieral adoration of the *divine philo- or Sunethice: S rc.spomab:hry. for ruling the world to human
€T wtion in his overwhelming intellectual ok s Pfrhuman authority, and their readiness to share the burden
s he ol Rt Eali S "2 "esponsibility for avoidable suffering, and to work for its
II.‘L.,-'-c”,--, af dn2 T:--!,-éilll‘l"':-l"‘!{.if{.-.‘.’) 11.1-'1 here the need ;;:.J:I."I;”u.:c' This revolution has created powers of 3PP8“iﬁg
Rl R TP YO P Sl S N P b = i structivenesg }
51 riticism of his theories combined ess ; but they may yet De conquered.
L 5YT it standing of their astonishing moral and 950
lect: i ly or wrongly, I felt that my criticism
levastating, and that I could therefore afford to search for, * 8

it we must try to appre
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Jities between Athens and Sparta. This argument is ingenious,'
ok pa s arg
hMtd::-ﬁ ot work. The main difficulty with it can be seen only by
oy T | .
e i Jtext, which concentrafion on the two words 'Greek
looking at the CONTERL r
¥7ar’” may obscure. : ‘ ont |
; «d aim (1o fight Persia) and his real ;ym (to do a deal with her).
auoites g .  d :
L Blul the -chim‘éi! idas debatc 3 51_1!‘1\{\;-1{-‘_] asitis i':}' other evidence.
shows that soine 5]
han see her take ove

rather ihia : ; TR , 3
Hetoimaridas mean when he said that a ‘struggle Lo the sea- Wwas notin

Sparta’s interests?
The answer lies partly in Ul
janent navys she Cl‘-Li]l1 no douli get nmber by }*.“.\ g

There is sutcly a contrast between Pausanias’

artans were prepared 10 go 10 war W ith Athens.
r the leadership of Greece, What then did

¢ steps Sparta would need to take to

assemblea pe
or bullying, she had a harbour at Gytheum where traces of docks have
been found,'® but she could not provide the hundreds of rowers

required except by finding some equivalent of Athens” ‘naval mob’ ol

| l“"“r citizens who set vied as rowers, and thai meant using helots —
alwavsay litically sensitive proposal (p. 21). But perhaps the older,

warier, Spartans were thinking less of the future than of the present

fand the past. Here there was plenty to alarm them: the suggestion of a
lspeaker in Plata’s Lawms (698) of a Messenian War (that is. helot
trouble) at the time of the batile of Marathon is not supported by
much other evidence — though see M1, 22 = FHS, Ixix, 1949, pp:
26ff. and commentary. But Sparta cer wainly hiad other problems, Licr
league, tlie ‘Peloponnesian’, had started when she allied hessell
the mid-sixth century with Tegea, in Arkadia, 10 the north of her. But
Tegea was now restless, as a macabre incident shows. The state
A BT diviner Hegesistratos of Elis, n trouble at Sparta after the Persian
Wars, escaped from confinement in the stocks by slicing his foot ottt

the ankle, and somchow hobbled over the border to Tegea. which

Verodoius says, was on bad toms with Sparta at the tme And

Leotvchidas, whose Thessalian expedition collapsed. also fled 1o

"'t‘};c'd (ix.37: vi.72 with p. 81). The copage confinns that some

Arkadian vitics were; aboul now, bepinning 10 Feprer having

submerped their 1d afity in the Peloponnesian Leapue: o federdl

: - rkadian coinage, bearing the word ARKADIKON or an ablievia

i { A p A W'
truck in the decades amimediat Iy alter the Persian Wars,
and should therefore be con eteds nat wath the carhier 1LrEnes

N f R ine Kleomeinds e older view — Bt witisevesst

Centre for Policy Studi yadye 4705 BULS
fo cy es Dharampal Archives CPS-ER-06

Phthonos end the Delian League 25

Two individuals loom, from the fog that is Peloponnesian history in
this period, as specially “responsible for compounding Spartan
difficulties. One is Pausanias the Regent, whose second and final
disgrace was duc to the suspicion that he was tampering with the
loyalty of the helots (p. 21): *and it was true’, Thucydides adds. The
rcason is presumably that Pausanias, enterprising rather than (as in
the official version) treacherous, planned to supplement Sparta’s
supplies of manpower by drafting helots into the army. That showed
foresight: there had been 5000 citizen hoplites at the battle of Plataia
in 479. a decent total, but even if the precise proportion of helots 1o
Spartiates given by Herodotus, namely 7:1 (ix.28), is exaggerated, the
imhalance was probably already big enough to cause uncase.

The other individual is Themistokles of Athens, who had gone to
the Peloponnese after his ostracism (a kind of ‘hanishment by
plebiscite’ for ten years, without forfeiture of property or taint of
criminality . He stayed at Argos, and visited other places in the
Peloponnese. (‘Themistokles was the hero of the Persian Wars, but

most Athenians that the enemy had

seems 1o have realized sooner tha
changed 2nd was now not Persia but Sparta: sce p. 21 on the ‘walls’

cpisode). His stay in the late 470s falls ata suspiciously active period in
Peloponnesian politics. Elis in the west, perhaps already democratic
even before the Persian Wars,!” moved further away from Sparta in
471 0, when she synoikised (that is, her itlage-communities formed
themselves into a single polis: Diod. xi.54). Though synoikism is not,

e . .
sarchie’,'V such a cencentration of

by isclf, either ‘democratic” or "ol
resources meant that for the future Sparta would find Ilis harder 1o
cocree. Themistokles could have been behind this. And since his hase
was Argos, it is natural to look for signs of the revival of an aggressive
Argos. The signs are there by the ¢ nd of the 160s, when Argos allied
with Athens: but even earlier, perhaps in 469, Argos had fougt
against Sparta at Tegea (Hdt. ix. 35 and took advantage of Sparta’s
helot problems in 465 to destroy Mycenae, Morcover, the undated
synoikism of the Arkadian city of Mantinea was the work of Argos
(Sirubo 337 or perhaps should we sy Arpos and her energetic
gitest Themiste kles, and put tf s event ina70 alongside Ehlis?™
VA

[t is an interestng question partan leadesship insude the

Peloponnese went sour 4t just thiis poriod. Motives in the dissidem
cities were no doubt mixed. Fiest. Spartan leadership may not.an 1700,
haveseamed the inevitubitity i had beenin 330, since 7 thens had now
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the contrary, the citizens of the urban trittyes were the most active and ATHENS
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STATE, CLASS AND POWER

with the Aristotelian ideal of a city-state (and with the actual
. functioning of city-state insmut_nons).“ Freed slaves had ‘only
restricted rights in the first generation; of the others, an increasingly
| large proportion resided at distances from Rome that severely
.' impeded direct political participation folr all but the rich and their
retainers. At the same time, 2 substantial sector of the peasantry
“\‘l : were compelled to abandon their holdings by e process more
\ complex than is often appreczau‘ed. There was a steady migration to
& \ : \ the cities, above all to the city of Rome. Calculations of the
/’1\\\\, . I population of Rome are not much better than guesses, but there is
\l/ - one indicator that has the appearance of accuracy: the list of the
" citizens in the city, of Rome (and only in the city of Rome) eligible
to receive free grain numbered 320,000 when Caesar became

dictator (Suetonius, Caesar 41. 5)-

All this military activity represented power, in its narrow sense of
force, exercised abroad. Our concern, however, is primarily with
the internal functioning of the state. What power did it have to
enforce its decisions in the many fields of behaviour for which it laid
down rules? The ancient city-state had no police other than a
relatively small number of publicly owned slaves at the disposal of
the different magistrates, from archons and consuls down to market
inspectors, * and in Rome the lictors, normally lower-class citizens,
in attendance on the higher magistrates. That is hardly surprising:

| the organized police force is a nineteenth-century creation. But —
and this is crucial and exceptional — the army was not available for
larde-scale police duties until the city-state was replaced by a
monarchy. The contrast on this score with the Italian city-states of
the late Middle Ages is noteworthy.*” The ancient city-state army

4 I oversimplify; see:‘Gauthier (1974), with bibliography, and the discussion of

citizenship below in ch. 4.

The evidence for public slaves is spmadic; for Athens, sec O. Jacob, Les esc laves

publics & Athénes (Bibl. de la Fac, de Philos. et Leures de 'Univ. de Liege 35,

1928; repr., New York 1979); for Rome, W. Eder, Servitus publica (Wiesbaden

1980), Mommsen (1899) bk 11 ch. 12.

In 1}1_15 context the familiar ideological discussion by humanists, notably

Machiavelli, of the relative merits or demerits of mercenaries and citizen militia is

« irrelevant. See C, C. Bayley, War and Socery in Renaissance Florence (Toromo
1961), who, on the rare occasions when he remembers that there were problems
of internal order, 1akes it for granted that both mercenanies and milina were
always available 10 suppress civic unrest; ¢f. W. M. Bowsky, "The Medieval
Commune and Internal Violence: Police Power and Public Safety in Sicna,

T . . . ,
1287-115% . American Histarical Review 73 (1967) 2-17-

o

' 8
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was a citizen militia, in existence 4s an army only when called up for

' action against the external world. What Nicolet has said of Rome

—

was equally true of the Greek polis: ‘At any given time when the
state was at peace with its neighbours Rome had no army at all."8 It
was, furthermore, a socially select militia: in principle, both cavalry
and infantry were required to equip themselves, and that automati-
cally reduced the poorer ‘half’ of the citizenry to marginal service,
in the fleet or the light-armed auxiliaries, or to complete exemption
save in emergencies.

One can easily list exceptions to the ideal type of the ancient
citizen army just presented. Sparta was always an exception. Some
states had small, élite standing armies, such as the ‘Sacred Band’ of

300 in Thebes. The Athenian navy (and perhaps a few others)

offered poor citizens an opportunity to serve as paid rowers. In the
fourth century 8.c., the Greek cities increasingly employed mer-
cenary soldiers in their wars; that was an important symptom of a
changing social and political situation, but neither the mercenaries
nor their professional commanders played a role in internal politics
(unless tyrants were in control).*? The scale of the Roman effort
forced repeated reductions in the minimum financial qualification
for service and the payment of a subsistence allowance to soldiers
on duty. By the end of the second century B.C., indeed, the very
notion of a self-equipped militia was abandoned; that is one reason,
as we shall see, why the final century of the Roman Republic
presents at best a distorted version of city-state politics.

None of this falsifies the general formulation about the city-state
and its armies, 5 but one important distinction between Greece and
Rome imposes a qualification. The strictness of Roman military

" discipline is a commonplace (notably Polybius 6.37-8); on-the-spot

penalties included the death sentence by order of a commander (and
even decimation, the execution of every tenth soldier in a detach-
ment). Greek army discipline seems to have been much more lax,
cases of serious punishment without court proceedings rare.>!

% Nicolet (1976) 1134.

¥ On the relations between the Greek cities and the mercenary commanders and
armies they employed, see now Pritchett (1971-9) 11 ch. 2-4.

See Nicolet (1976) 125-6. His chapters 3—4 present the best balanced account
(with bibliography) of those aspects of Roman army history that are relevant o
the present discussion.

e
o

" % On Kome, see, e.g., G. R. Watson, The Roman Soldier (London 1969), pp.

y17-26; on Greeee, Prichent (1971-9) 1 ch, 12.
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14 Introduction

said to underestimate Greek craftsmanship, whether in fine
painted pottery or in stone temples or in sculpture: aestheti-
cally satisfying though they may be, they did not increase the
productivity of the society. Until the invention of machines
that could be powered by encrgy-sources other than human or
animal, what scope was there for technological growth, after
all, given the inherited level the Greek: started with?
Significantly, they never thought of the wi amill; and the
water-mill—an invention probably of the fi,« century B.c,—
received little application.

One social (and political) consequence was the perma-
nent threat of insufficiencies, ahuvg all in food supplies.
Aristotle, as we have seen, and other social theorists laid great
stress on the virtue of self-sufficiency lautarkeia), a norm that
was for all practical Purposes unattainable. in particular by
the larger urban poleis. Before the beginning of the classical
period, the latter had outgrown the productive possibilities of
their hinterlands and were compelled to import foodstuffs vear
in and year out.” Even the Peloponnese, self-sufficient in this
respect in peacetime, had to seek grain abroad during major
wars. Grain was the staple of the diet. Hence genuine famines
were not infrequent, becauyse of crop failures in any given vear
or disruption of imports, compounded by the limited tech-
nical possibilities of food preservation. And no polis conld treat
famine as a matter of indifference. ‘The many’ would not
I(J.](‘I‘Hl(: that; the idea of community was felt to he compatible
with inequality, but not with starvation. Stated differently,
‘the many’ fely themselves entitled 10 direct benefits, not
merely abstract rights, by virtue of their membership in a
community, Thay entitlement was a privileged one, without

=-any element of broad humanitarianism. Thus, a public

(Iifi‘rihnlir;n of grain in Athens in 145 B.c.. the gifi of an
African prince, led 1o 4 purge of the citizen roster I'hfl..f,\\i!:u an
outery that some non-citizens were sharing in the windfal of
fr't_‘.t' corn by having heen falsely inseribed as citizens. !

I'he frequency of civil strife, stasis, within the ;:r'u’r:} is
expressly autributed by Aristotle {Politics, 1302432 to the

1o . . . . .
acsive [or Ferdos. profit, gain, material advantage, and for

eoune deknowledeed 1thar <elos Hhvieney way ahie fute v
s, el olbowe o) bisst s
1 theodiapil s gy \
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Introduction 15

more time, honour. Obviously ‘the many’ sought the former,
‘the few’ the two together, and both sides were quick to turn
to violence in order to achieve their aims. Stasis is a very
broad word, ranging over the gamut from ‘normal’ political
methods to open civil war—always within the limited enclave
of the citizen-body (who did not hesitate to seek other allies,
even slaves, when stasis reached its extreme form). The
relative freedom of classical Athens and Sparta from civil war,
cach for its own peculiar reasons, should not blind us to its
frequency throughout the rest of Hellas, War was a regular
feature of Greek life, not only in the perspective of centuries or
half-centuries but every few years in many, perhaps most
polets, and, though people were less quick to £0 to war
internally, the barriers proved weak and ineffectual over and
over again. The paradox of the strong community sense was
that, in a world with a weak and inflexible economy and with
substantial inequality, it was precisely the community-notion
that led to the kind of demand which at times brought about
the breakdown of the community, at least temporarily,

w1

“In this society of unequals, the élite who dominated all

activities, political, military, athletic, and cultural, con-
stituted a single group. That is not to say that the same
individuals played leading roles in several fields. though a few
did, but to stress that they all came from the same minority of
wealthier families, barring the inevitable exceptions. The
acceplance by ‘the many’ of this perpetual domination by ‘the
few” is a significant fact in classical Greek history, even in
Athens during its most democratic period; from the time of
Pericles to the time of Alexander the Grear. Whatever the
political implications of that fac i, the more opaque] “and often
neglected) cultural implications are no less*impartant, and
they are our present concern, not politics. Legacy is essentially

a matter of high culture, the impact and manipulation of

ideas and values in philosophy and science, social and
political theory, literature and art, all of them propounded
ant developed within the élite circle. The survival of rituals
ana ceremonies, of rustic dances, ‘costumes, languase and

Vocahulary, is an interesting subject in its own right, when i
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‘tration and keeping order, and undertake the defence of the state.

. about the Possibility of such a person ever appearing. ...However,

PLATO: Lewe ( TJ Saunders, Penguin, 1970)(STEPHANUS, Vol Ii 624=969)

(2S:Intros4ls The traditional mode of detailed referenmce to Plato
is by the numbers of the Pages in the edition of Stephanus(1578) )

Intro: Plato was born in 427 BC ...died in 347 BC (p.18)

24: A society govermed by philosophers is described in the Republic
(written Probably in the 380s mdfo:- 370s., The population is divided
into three classes: the Pexfect Gua:rdim_!!, the Auxiliary Guardians,
and(for the want of a Better term) $he 'Third Class8(Rep 41297 ,440-41).
The Perfect Guardians undergo 2 long and rigorous training in
philosophy; they if anyone, really know the moral norm® that Society
mst obey (Reptespecially 473ff). They have absolute and untrammelled
power over the rest of the state; in their hands lies the making of
such rules and regulations as are necessary(Rgp:484,519-20,540).

The Auxiliary Guardisns assist their superior colleagues in adminis-

(Reps414£f,440-41) Their education is more limited than that of
the Perfect Guardians; they have only a partial understanding of
the reasone for the laws they administer, and do not appreciate
their metaphysical basis.(Rep;428,439,537£f) The Third Class consists
of the rest of the state - farmers, traders, artisans and so forth;
their education is confined to the instruction they need in oxder
to perform their own individual tasks efficiently. The essential
features of Such a state are that the few Who really know the absolute
mopal Standards rule the mamy Who do not, and that such contrél is
willingly exercised and willingly accepted. (Rep: 431-2,442)

In the Republic Plato is hardly concerned With the detailed
@tructure of Society or With the minutiae of laws and regulations:
he assymes that such details can be formulated easily enough by
any one With knowledge of the eternal moral verities.(Rep:425,484%F)
In fact, he gives us not so much the description of a particular
utopia as an analysis of those general features of Bochdty that
will ensure its moral salvation. The Republic is thus the exireme
statement of Plato's central ideas about moral and political Problems.
THE STATEMAN (POLITICUS'): The Statesman, Which Probebly belongs to
the middle or late 360s, forms a bridge between the Republic and
the Laws. Although Plato reaffims the ideal of the absolute ruler
entitled to govern unhampered by lawWw, he expresses strong doubts

Plato's lack of confgdence in the possibility of an ideal Tuler Was
not accompanied by any great trust in the political abilities of
the man in the street.

R
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Repyblic
(p.422) True enough. But I should like to know, Socrates, how our

state will be able to go to War, if it has no money, especially if
it is forced to fight & rich and powerful enemy.

Obviously it would be hard to fight one such enemy, but easier
to deal with t¥o.

What do you mean by that?

In the first place, if they have to fight, they will be highly
trained soldiers matched against rich men.

True, so far as that goes.

Well then, Adeimantus, would not a single boxer with perfect
training easily be a match for two wealthy and corpulent antagongsts
who could not box? |

Not for both at once perhaps.

(P+429) +..Dyed in that way, wool gets a fast colour, which no
washing, even with soap, Will rob of its brilliance; whereas if
they choose wool of any colour but white, or if they neglect to
prepare it, you know what happens.

Yes, it looks washed-out and ridiculous.

That illustrates the results that we were doing our best to
achieve When we were choosing our fighting men and training their
minds and bodies. Our only purpose Wwas to contrive influences Whereby
they might take the colour of our institutions like a dye, so that,
in virtue of having both the right temperament and the right oducatio:;,
their convictions a‘boﬁt what ought to be feared arnd on all other
subjects might be indelibly fixed, never to be washed out by pleasure
and pain, desire and fear, solvents more terribly effective than all
fho soap and fullerfs earth in the world. Such a power of constantly
preserving, in accordance with our institutions, the right conviction
about the things which ought, or ought not, to be feared, is what
T oall courage. That is my position, unless you have some objection to
mak %o

- (p.1@#) Temperance surely means a kind of orderliness, a control of
certain pleasures and appetites. People use the expression, 'master
of oneself} whatever that means, and various other phrases that
point the same Waye
(p.453) The first thing to be settledy then, is Whether these proposals
are feasible; ..whether,in the casecof mankind, the feminine nature
48 capable pf teking part with the other sex in all occupations, or
in none at all, or in some only; and in partioular under which of
these heads this business of military service falls. Well begun is 4'

half done, and Would not this be the best Way %o begin?
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- THE REBPUBLIC OF PLATO
(trans: by F.M. Cornford, Oxford, 1941,..1975)

Some extracts

(9.349) ..Perhaps you think I Was talking of pickpockets. There is
profit even in that trade, if you can escape detection;j..

(p.374) Bd footnote: "All wars are made for the sake of getting
money", Phafibo 66c.

(p.404-5) In a commnity where licentiousness end disease are rife,
law courts and dispensaries have their doors constantly opene Law
and medicine begin to give themselves airs, When, even among free
mén, large numbers take to0 keen an interest in them.

That 48 inevitable. !

Is 44 not the surest sign of a disgracefully low state of edu-
cation that highly skilled physicians and judges should be in request,
not merely among the lower classes Who Work with their hands, but
among those who lay claim to a 1iberal upbringing? Could anything
show a more shameful lack of culture than to have so 1ittle justice
in omeself that one must get it from others, who thus become masters
and judges over oné? ...e. :

Is it not also disgraceful to need doctoring, not merely for a
wound or an attack of some seasonal disorder, but because, through
living in idleness and luxury, our bodies are infested with winds
and humours, l$ke marsh gas in a stagnan§ pool, so that the sons of
Asclepius /the myghical patron of physicians/ are put to inventing
for diseases such ingenious namés as flatulence and catarrh?

(p.422) I wonder whether you Will agree on another point closely
sonnected With that and concemed With the oraftsmen. Is 1% not true
they also are spoilt and tumed into bad Workmen by Wealth and by
poverty alike?

How s0?

In this Way. When a potter grows rich, will he go on With his
trade? Does he not become idle and careless, and consequently a
worse potter? And equally, if he is too poor to provide himself
with tools and other thing® he needs for his craft, his work will
be Worse, and he will not meke such good craftsmen of his sons and
apprentices. So work and workmen suffer from both canses, poverty
and riches as well.

Bvidently.

Here, then, are someé moIre evils which must not elude the vigilance
of ourcguardisns and find their way into t¢he commonwealth: riches
and poverty. The one produces luxury and idleness, the other low
ctandards of conduct and Workmanshipj and both have a subwgsive
fm.h--(/vy.

_
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DEVELOPMENY OF PLATONIC APPROACH
(from PLATO AND PLATONISM:AN INTRODUCTION by JN FINDLAY, NY TIMES E))O
1976

Some of the exponents of Platonism (in chronological order)
Head Academy 1. Speusippus (nephew of Plato), early evolutionist, anticipator of Hege
Head Academy 2+ Xenoorates (distinguished and voluminous Philosophical suthor)
3. Aristotle (4th o BC)
4. Plotinue (3»d ¢ AD), new platonism@
83 Proclus (5th ¢ AD), new Platonist "Who worked out Platonism, as
( opposed to Socraticism, into a system, without departing a hairs-
breadth from its essential foundations".(These remarks would of
course be contested) It then had a period of immense influence
4n Christian, Jewish, and Islamic theology and pPhilospphy."
5. Clement and Origen of Alexandria (christian philosophers, 3rd ¢ AD)
6. Gregory of Nyssa (AD 331-394)
7. Angustine (AD 354-430)
\ﬁ. Proclus _
9. Irish John the Scot (division of Nature, 9th ¢ AD)
10, Anselm (1lth AD) :
1l. Aguinas
12, William of Ockham

Timageys: Latin version:c 350 AD; references in Cicero, Seneca;

3 Petrarch(14th ¢ AD)s"Plato as the first of philosophers".
Arabic version: AD 813-833
(according to Re Klibansky: The Contummity of the Platonig
Tradition during the Mjddle Ages together with Plagg'g
parmenides in the Middle Ages and the_Renajssance,
Kraus international Publications, 1939 (1982),pp 81,5 plates.

RS - '

Collected and related Wo
1. E., Hamilton & H. Cairns: The Collected Dialogmes of Plato, including

; Lejters )Pri.ncoton, 1961
2. Friedlander, P: Plato, 3 vols,/grinootcm, 1958-69 (H.Meyerhoff)

. Ehrenberg, Vs The Greek State, Oxford, 1960 (classification of popula-
2 g = 4 tion, AWNQSPMGQP-B

4+ Guthrie, WKC: A History of Greek Ppilosophy, 6 vols, Cambridge,1962-81
5. JeBurnet (editor)s Platonis Opera, 5 vols, Oxford, 1907 (Greex texts)
6. Crombie, IM: An Examination of Plato's Doctrines,2Vols, London,1962=3
7. Field, GC: Plato and His es, London ...(3rd:1967)

8. Morrow, G(Ed & Trans): Plato's Epistles, Indianapolis, 1962
9. Popper, K: The Socie al es, Vol.I: The Spell of Plato

(5¢h ed, Princeton, 1966)
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