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LES FINDOUS (SOME EXTRAGTS)

Yol 1

Simplicity and tolerance are virtues common to the whole
rage, and are remarked in every part of Hindoostan which
has escaped the fatal influence of EBuropean manmers. see

Among these cerempnies are many which seem to be strongly
in contrast with the mild and humane manners that I have
attributed to the Hindoos in the begimning of this discourse.
We shall be astonished te behold their cruel expiations,
their painful penances, the horrid death of their widows,
and other superstitous practices of the same sort. No doubt
i% is not easy to reconcile these instances with the uni-
versal mildness of character of this people, which they
mnruuumidmmncmmadmofmum
(See Bep. des Lois, Ohap 3, Liv,14, for an explanation of
this opposition between the timidity and mildness of their
disposition and the feroeity of some of their customs.)

" (in 6th part)... Whether the laws of Menu in this respect
are the effect of his deep political views, or that they
are the dictates of humanity, it is not less true that
they may serve as a model to some parts of our civilised
Europe. (Meherculd non est quod Europoei homines his gentbus
insultant easque bon baras voeitent, quanlo verum Furopaea-
num legale systema proestantiam illius non attingity nunc
attolliturs simplici et salubir illarum gentium institutone
jaur a'tribus mille et amplius annisouta, intactl, teetd,
incolumi et immortabili persistenti. Quis igitur non
dictat proestare inter gentiles vivere quam stultis non
rullorum Europosorum novatorum ineptes legibus et institutis
perpoliti ? Pag 230, fol 2, Paullini Systems Braohmanioum,
Roma, 1791)

Music is very generzlly cultivated among the Hindoos,
especially as it is subservient to dancing, one of their
favourite diversions. . .

In ancient times the Indians excelled in the art of
constructing vessels, and the present Hindoos in this .
respect still offer models to Burope; so much so that the
English, attentive to every thing which relates to naval
architecture, have borrowed from the Hindoos meny improve-
ments which they have adapted with success to their own shipp

Shut up in their separate apartments, the Hindoo women
are seen only by their nearest relations, and when they
appear in public, it is never without a veil upon their
face, This, as may be supposed, does not extend to the
lower olasses, whose women appear in public and frequent
assemblies without reserve., This distinotion may be easily
remarked in the plates which represent any feast or ceremony.

Vol IV

There is nvertheless among the Hindoos a set of men
among whom the features of all the four casts mey be per-
coived; these are the Parishe., Aes these are people ro jocted
by the four only casts which Menu instituted, they must
naturally have preserved something of the air of the cast
to whieh they originally belonged, and which they forfeited
by their misconduct. This remark, suggested by long obser-
vation, is I should think a new proof in favour of the
opinion vhich I advanced in the first volume, and to which

" “mo solid argument has been opposed, that the Parishs are

but tu c‘ﬁtealt of the four other casts, and do not form
'@ partioular one, as some other authors have asserted,
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The Christiane teo, as well ae the
Djhampe (Hindeee throwing themselves on knives and swords)
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Eusselumans, meet to partake, atleast as a diversien, in

(eome extracts)
the sprinkling of the red earth,
Churrack-Fee jar Fwinging in Expiatien

LES HINDOUS
Yoo 1

Pele~Jatrahs

e

g

R
HT § 3% 3 dued, 18
e fé s R m - mmu 183]0s:2
i pil e
ITHEE el
WMMM m mm 3 mu n.m Mmuma -
T B L B HI T
mmwm i w: m‘ 3 m. uumummmmumu"
mm 11 ki .W.Wmm%.n,ﬂu
LA L

J

www.cpsindia.org

Dharampal Archives CPS-TS-12

_Cenzre for Policy Studies




(29

g ®

| (££ 235r) If & man, impelled by whatever metive

underteck te explere a ceuntry fer the sele purpese ef
depreciating its inhabitants, he would net require a leng
excursien te detect such an assemblage ef vices, witheut

a single virtue te redeem them, as would enable him te
represent their general character as cempletely depraved
and abeminable. Such is the spirit with whioh the itinerant
prefossers of the enly religien of the werld that was ever
mtumrmm«mmﬂyxmmmv.

but in o truer sense of their practice, ef "the church
militant here en earth", have gene ferth celleot mate~

frem their anceszters ef the mest remete antigquity, snd
imbi their parents and spiritual instructers,

of the christian dispensatien
the credit of the superier sanctity
and illumination of these infallidle fereigners, I de
net use these terms frem derisien, Forkid be it frem me

te
dictien of the advecater for the missiehary system, and
their assumptien of the infallibility of the preachers

?
:

may
tve christians, but ene certainly net fair in an addvess
te 2 man net yet believing it, ner consistent with the
prefession of abstinence frem all means of cenversien
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( TRADITIONARY OR WRITTEN LAWS OF TR HINDOOS )

On the books which compesed the body of the Hindoo Law, and

on the preference te be given to them in the Administration

of that Law in the previnces of Southern India under the CGovernment
of the Presidencys by F. W, Ellis

(Extract)

(p 26) Among the law books current in the parts of southern India
successively under the deminion of these dynasties, and at present
prineipally constituting the territory subject to the presidency
of Madras, the following are in moye general uses

(p 33) The author to Whom the Saraswati Vilasam is attributed,
Pratapreodra (@) Diva Maharaja, was one of the princes of the
Cagateya family. It is a general digest, and was the standard law
book of the Oingulla deminiens; (p 34) in this the inflnence of
modern opinions arising in part Probably from the effect of recent
Mahomedan cenquests, and in part from the regal origin, becemes
very apparent. The will of ‘the prince is for the first time in
India oonsidered as paramount te the right of the subject, and
that suppesititious claim to the actual preprietary of the seil,
on which the revenue system of modern India is founded is herein
advenced: the existing institutions of the Sircars and the domi~-
nions of the Nizam derive in a great measure from this work,

(@) (Note in margin of this decument but mws omitted in Walker MSS)

@ Though, as hereafter observed, the composition of codes and
digests of law for partioular dynasties has been common in India,
this, as far as I am aware, is the ®nly instance that can be
adduced of an Indian Justinian, The legislators of India have ever
been sages, and net the prihces, who appear generally to have had
no more %o do with the law than to ebey it; for the law of Hindoo(s)
is as powerful over the prince as the peasant, and to cause itto

be obeyed. The natural coincidence of regal legislation (p34) may
be observed between the codes of the Roman and the Indian Prince,
(Si quid ecat in illis veterilus legibus seditiosum mtta autem
talia erant ibi repesit exisum) says the code of the auldinator
Justitiniaj and on the same principle preceeds Pratapareodra Diva
Maharajah, L

(p 42) The Brahmins have (p 43) ever in the northern countries
been the law givers as well as priests. Both these characters

have however been disputed with them in Southern India, where they
have never beem able te establish the same mental dominion, as

in these parts where they would seem teo have been originally seated, .
The higher classes of the Sudras have, mwmwer here ever shared
With them in ecclesiastical and legal power, and in that education
Which has enabled them te maintain their pretensions. Hence those
works which in northern India are (p 44) considered se sacred as
only te be perused by the select among the Brahmin themselves,
even the Vedas have been transfused inte the Tamil, and have by

a variety of writers been commented on, disputed, and their authority
often rejected. Many Sudras, the Pundarams (those of the ecclesiasti-
cal erder especially) at the present day, understand the Sansorit

as well as the Brahmins, in addition te their native Tamil, of

which few Brahmine have cempetent knowledge,

TORs Board's Collectiens No 22911: Vel 867s Collection pertaining
to Dft 137 (1826-7) Jyd 43 Fort St Georgespp 13-59. Alse in
Judicial Consultations dated 30.9.1823(P/ / spp 1678~99) sent
to Government by J.Dent for the Board of Superintendance for the i
College with letter dated 11.9.1823 for the purpese of being supplied
to the Govermment Of Bombay as relevant material relating to the
"Traditionary or written laws of the Hindoos". In his letter Mr Dent
stateds "The Board directed me to tranemit for the purpose of being
commmicated to the Government of Bombay, the aceompanying cepy of

a -paper by the late Mr Ellis, containing remarks "On ... Presidency"
!eh- above is the only composition calculated to afford information
of the nature required, which is in the possession of the Board".

A slightly different version (with verbal alterations here and
there and the ommission of some marginal notes) is in Walker NSS

184 ¢ 8 (op 549-91) 1n the NaMenal Libraxy of Sootignd, Bgipburgh.




