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rgﬁg’ Samuel Middleton to Bengel Government Replying to Gneries: 5.2.1775
(Extract)

(guery 1: State of Districts etc)

It is too melancholy a truth that the whole country suffered
a very dreadful depopulation at the time of vthe Pfamine ‘and that
the preseént thinness of the inhabitants manifests very clearly
that the effects of that calamity still remain. The consequence
is Xext and must naturally have been, that a smaller portion
of (p 170) the lands are cultivated than before that event,
and also that the manufactures must particularly have suffered,

(p 271) ..o I flatter my self however that ihe evils I have
mentioned have not increased since the provinces were under
my superintendence, but on the contrary have diminished and have
been remedied as far as the high revenue demanded by Government
would admite eee

Qg!erz 2t Causes of Defalcation of Revenue)

Had the proper measures:been pursued after that event, probably
the effects of it might by this time have been felt in a much
less considerable degree but too much regard having been then
end thereafter paid to the realizing as considerable a present
revenue to Government, as possible, those effects (p 173) have
of course continued aggravating instead of wearing away themselves.,
se+ Instead of which when a very considerable portion supposed
even a third of the whole inhabitants had perished, the remaining
two thirds were obliged to pay for the lands now left without
cultivators, and thus the native rjot being oppressed and no
particular encouragement given to foreign ryots to come inj on
the contrary the oppressions on the others, as it were, held
out to deter them, the country has languished ever since, and
the evil continues enhancing every day. Besides (p 174) these
general causes in the province of Rajeshahi I shall beg leave
to mention some particular ones, The setilement made of that
province by the Committee of Circuit was unavoidably arbitrary.
The short time I had been there before the Committee's arrival,
had not given me opportunity to furnish them with 211 the neces~
sary moffusul papers and accounts, from which alone sufficient
matter for a just and equitable estimation of the value of each
farmer could have been furnished.

(p 179) ..The first remedy which suggests itself, and without
the adoption of which all other measures will be fruitless; is
a universal remission of some considerable portion of the revenue,
throughout the provinces; such remission should have beem made
immediately on the famine, Its not taking place then has made
it more and more necessary every day, and the longer it is
delayed the more ruinous the consequences must be to this country
and its revenues,

eesAs8 any cipcumstance which can be named the zemindar is
indeed in every light he can be viewed the properest and the
only person to whom Government can eonsgistently with the welfare
of the country let the lands, The ryotdx= respect him and will
gladly submit to every thing but the most cruel hardships from
his hands without as they look towards him as their
natural mester and protector (p 181) and he himself considering
his interest as permanent in the country, and will avoid every
oppression, which Xas it must injure the country must also tend
in the end to the detriment of himself and family.

EOR: HM 206: pp 167-184: From Bengal Revenue Cons T.4.1775
The remarks pertain to Rajeshahy especially as Middleton
had more personal knowledge of it., liddleton was Resident
at the Durbar at Murshedabad in 1772, David Anderson was

at this period one of his assistants
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