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From The Commissien for Collecting Materials for the Settleme-nt
of the Revenues ef Bengal : March 25, 1778

Te
The Hen'ble Warren Hastings Esq, Gevernor General at Fert William

Hon'ble Sir,

Having cempleated, as far as in eur pewer the commissien
for cellecting materials for the settlement of the revenues of
Bengal which the hen'ble Beard were pleased te entrust te us,
we think it eur duty te clese it with a few geheral observatiens
on the revenues of this prevince, and the mede of cellecting it,
and te explain the nature ef the materials which we have prepared,
and the gses te Which these materials may be applied,

(70) We new proceed to explain the plan en Which they are
censtructed,

(71) Tue first branch of the accounts serves te shew the jumma
or assessment ef wach mahkal, or divisien held immediately under
Government, and of Which, the revenue is paid inte the publiec
treasury fer the last ten years, the revenue actually received
and the balances uncellected.

(72) In eur letter of the 29th August and ( ) @
we have fully peinted out the principles en Which (p 383) these
accounte and the subsidiary estimates of annexatiens and
alienatiens are formed.

(100) The eriginal accounts in the Bengal, Persian, and Orissa
languages, from Which the English ones have been formed, are
equally extensive and veluminous. These contain the materials
from Which our awcounts have been drawn; and descend (p 4D1) te
particulars Which hewever necessary te be knewn te inferier
officers in the management of the revenue were teeo minute for
us te attempt te translate, ervie submit te the attention of
the Board. 1f preserved as records they will be highly serviceable
as peferences in settling disputes in the division ef land in
the variety of investigations Which in the extensive transactiens
of the revenue fall te thecshare of the native pfficers and
may lay the foundatien of regular and permanent registers,

(101) The frequent use Which we have made of Bengal and
Persian Werds require an apelegy. They are in general terms of
common acceptation, and could mot be translated witheut a risque
of altering the idea which te all whe are cenversant in the
business ef the revenue they immediately convey. They are
however for the mest part accempanied with shert explanations.

We have the honour te be Hen'ble Sir

Caleutta Your most ebedient servants

the 25th March 1778 D.Andersen, Charles Creftes, George Begle.

TOR: BM 2063 pp 335-401 (pp 383-96: paras TO-91 photoed)

NOTE: The major part of this repert are printed in velume 2
pages 58-82 of J.H.Haringten's "An/Analysis ef the /Elementry
Laws and Regulatiens". The pertiens unprinted are paras 1,
10-17 (pp 339-43 relating te salt), 70-91, and 100-101.
The Cempleted repert is alse te be feund in Add Ns 29086.
( paras 10-17 are typed separately). The rest is photeed

NOTE 2: There dees not appear te be any cepy ef this repert
and the accounts which form gm part ef it in the Bengal
Revenue Censultatiens in the IOR. The Revenue Consul tatioens
for the peried March te April , 1788 are net entered
in the IOR list. The abeve extract from HM 206 is stated

E%Ts"ﬁxtraot Bengal Revenue Consultations the 3rd April
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Y r From the Commission for Collecting Materials for the Settlement

of the Revenues of Bengal: 25.3.1778
(Extract: en Salt)

10, There is ene branch ef the crevenue wiz salt, which as it is,
forms in a manner a distinct subject, we have net included under
either of the feregeing heads,

1l. It appears that this article in Bengal, as in mest ether
countries, has been long (p 340) censidered as an ebject of the
pPublic revenue, and fermed a part of the mmmmwixmswt ancient
rent rell of the prevince, Great part ef the lands of these
districts which are situated towards the sea being everflowed
or impregnated with salt, were unfit fer the cultivation of
grain, at the same time that they were valuable from the salt
Which they yielded. But as the quantity ef this argicle preduced
in such disiriets could net be estimated by the extent of land,
but depended on the number ef salt werks, er peeople employed in
manufacturing it, different mede of ebtaining a revenue from them
were adopted.

12, That we may net embarras eur enquiry with a number of technical
terms we shall consider the salt of Bengal as &t has respect

te revenue under the twe general and knewn kheads of Teeka and
Khazana, These distinctiens though perhaps under different names
appear te have existed under the ancient Mogul gevernment.

13. In seme places the calaries or salt werks were hired eout by
the zemindars (p 341) at a certain rent payable either in meney
or salt Which was called Teeka and the meney value of the salt
thus obtained foermed a part ef the jumma of the Makl revenues as
we have already mentiened.

14. In ether districts the whele or great part of the publie
revenue or Khazana was paid in salt. The zemindar er persem in

the management engaged te deliver te Government the whele quantity
of which the district was supposed capable of yielding. On
receiving an advance, or being credited in the amount ef his

land revenue the charges of manufacturing it at a fixed rate;

and the difference between the prime cest so fixed, and the value
of the salt was included in the revenue of the district.

15. In seme districts the Teeks, in seme the Khazana prevailed,
and we are inclined to believe, that in general the one or the
other of these medes Was established accerding te the greater

or lesser prepertion Which the salt manufactured in a particular
pPlace chore te the grain er ether produce, that where a district
enly yielded salt, the revenue was paid in that article, (p 342)
accerding te the Khazana mede, and en the contrary where salt

was enly a secondary object te the culture of grain, the revenue
of the district was raised chiefly on the land, and enly a certain
rent er Teeka was paid fer each calary er salt werk.

16. During the last five years the whele of the salt of Bengal ,
whether Teeka or Khazana was manufactured en acceunt ef Gevernment.
The zemindars er farmers of the revenue, and in seme places cen~
tracters, engaged te deliver at a fixed rate certain quantity

from their respective districts. If they exceeded this quantity
they were te receive a premium, if they fell shert of it, they
were te forfeit a penalty fer the deficiency, The persen whe
contracted paid the usual hire for the Teeka salt works. The
Khazana enes continued te be exempted frem any rent, In the former
the price of thecsalt was advanced te the centracters frey the
public treasury: In the latter credit was givem (p 343) fer it

in the accounts of the zemindar er farmer., The salt thus manufac-
tured on account »f Gevernment was seld te merchants and the
difference in the price yielded 2 censiderable revenue. It was

in fact extending the ancient Khazana mode generally threugheut the

17. Salt alse, both in ancient and in latter times was COURTTYe
subject te duty at the custem house, but the revenue raised fre
it in this manner belengs preper to the head Sayer,

| — Sk ﬁi Lalicy Ii“@m c Dharampal Archives CPS-TS-14 www.cpsindia.org
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Report en Amin Accounts: 25.3.1878 (é}i)
(Bxtract)

" The explanations which we have hitherto given relate to land,
subject te the payment ef rent er revenue. But in every district
throughout Bengal there are considerable quantities of land exempted
frem rent under the general denomination of Bauzee Zemeen or, more
properly Lakeradge Zemeen, by a grant either of seme of the former
emperors, or of the zZemindar or superior of the i;striot.

The lands exempted from the payment of revenue chy farmauns eof
emperors are called Ayma. They constitute however but an incesiderable
propertion of the Bauzee Zemeen; and in some places have even been
made liable te the payment of a small quit rent.

Beneficiary grants of this nature Jave been madle by zemindars te
a much larger extent and under so many names and pretences that it
is difficult to enumerate them. They have been bestowed chiefly for
the support of Brahmins, priests and Hindoe temples, or/religious /fer
purpeses, We shall afterwards have occasion to enquire more fully
concerning these endowments,

Some part of the land of a zemindary is also exempted from revenue
@nder bthe name of Nancar or lands set apart for the immediate suppert
of the zemindar.

Chakeraan Zemeen, or lands appropriated to the maintenance of
public servants, may also be comprised under the head of free lands.
These at present consist chiefly of small portions of detached spots
of ground, and are enjoyed by the lower class of officers in lieu of

wages.

But as the practice of bestowing Jagheers on the superior officers
of Government for the support of particular establishments, is not
enly very ancient, but hgs been continued te the present time it may
net be impreper to say a few words concerning them while we are
treating of the Bauzee Zemeen,

Whilst the constitutions of Delhy remained entire, the expences

of the Nazim and Dewan and of all the great officers of state, the
charges of maintaining a fleey of armed boats at Dacca, the establish-
ment of artillery, and of all the principal departments of the
Government, were provided by assignments of the revenues of particular
tracts of land. The districts of Which the revenues/se—appropriated
so appropriated, were termed Jagheer lehals, and the zemindars in

' whose territories they were situated were allowed a propertionate

 reduction of their share of the general assessment, Assignments of

| this kind were likewise frequently granted for the support of indi-
viduals. Such as were hereditary were termed Ultumghaw. Those which
expited with the life of the incumbent were called Zaatee or personal
and those Which were held officially, or on the condition of per—
forming particular services, were distinguished by the name of
Mushroot, or conditienal.

Before the accession of Jaffeir Cawn a very considerable proportien
of the crevenues of Bengal was thus assigned in Jagheers., But during
his Governmenti many eof (3r) these grants were resumed; and in lieu
of them others were given on the province of Orissa, And as the
successors of Jaffeir Cawn gradually threw off their subjection te
the emperor, the system of Jagheers in Bengal fell inte disuse. The
expences of different depabtmenis of state were defrayed from the
public treasury; and the Jagheers held by individuals, either fell in,
as in the incumbents died away, or were resumed. The assignments
nowever are still common in the neighbouring prevince of Behar; and
one or two instances might be given of their existence in Bengal,

After this short enquiry inte the nature of the different kinds
of land, and the condition of the several persons who hold it, we

shall proceed to explain the manner in which a district is sub-tiviieiT

and the revenue of it collected.
Blf: Add Ms 29886: Alse 29087-8. Report is on f£f 1-Tv.
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\\ ABSTRACT ACCOUNT OF REVENUE OF OCCUPIED LANDS? QUANTITY OF LANDS
/ 4{3/! HELD FREE UNDER THE NAME OF BAZEE ZEMEEN AND QUANTITY OF LANDS
'a,///

HELD AS CHAKERAAN ZEMEEN IN THE DISTRICTS TO WHICH AMEENS WERE
DEPUTED ( IN THE HENGAL YEAR 1383: AD 1776-1777)

Name of District Hazera or Revenue Quantity of Quantity of Quantity of
of lands occupied Revenue Land Bazee Zemeen Chakeraan Zemee

and other actual =
sorces of Revehue Beeghas Beeghas Beeghas

6,87,0T1~ 5 334,960~ 5%

r

1. 24 Parganas S.R12,93,773~ 6-17~

o, Town of Calcutta " 1,10,299- 9=16- 0 679~ 4
3, Houghly or laho-
med Ameerpoor " 2,62,479- 2= 5= 2 1,16,545_19%- 19,073-16%
4. Nyddeah " 13,42,955-12-12= 2 3,78,904-10% 96,827~ 9
5. Mahomedshahy v 3,41,665= 0-19= 1 1,61,605- 3 10,044~ 1 (@)
6. Jessore " 3,96,250-14-16- 1 87,350~18 54985=13
7. Syedpore " 1,00,389- 6=15= 3 21,407-15 4,562-18
8. Hedgeles At Bs 2,66,669- 5-15- 1 1,41,180(App) 2,05,750-18% 68,450~ 3
9., Sujah Mootah " 59,371= 9=17- 2 20,000( " ) 11,722~ % 4,766-11%
10.Mysodul " 1,66,119414- 6= 0 94,620( " ) 26 ,865~16
11.Midnapore & SRs  9,94,75T- 0-10- 2 2,01,863-14 57,930~ 5(@@)
12 ,Beerboom " 7,33,211-13-11=0 1,08,771-18% 28,853~ 1%
13.Bissenpore " 5,00,813= 5= 3~ 0 1,06,934-15 1,36,971~ 1(cea
14.Patcheat VizeryRsl,04,750~- 5=14- 0 Rs 20,848-1-2 RS12,500-3-17-0
12 ,625-11=2-0
15.Rajeshahy 5 X
Bhelleuryah SRs 29,64,331- 1= 8- 3 4,29,139-10% 2,34,690- 97
16 .Rokinpore . 3,38,316- 2= 8- 2 35,097-15 19,748~ 6
17.Khas Talooks " 1,312,578~ 3=13~ 3 7,164- 1% 2,014~ 8%
18 ,Futty Sing MaSonRs 1,40,982- 1= 2= 0 1,601,562 @40 ot ve (ceee)
W Gy 38,490~ 2%  10,394-15%
19.,Jehanguirpore SRS 2,58,940-15- 8= 2 16 ,109-10% 12,896-14( §)

20.Iushkerpore m 2,67,507- T= 0=1 26,958-19%  16,284-19($$)

21 .Daccalexclusive of

Sylhet) At RsA3,63,561- 9- 0= 2 6,15,468-16% 1,86,104~12
22,Chittagong (exclu, 6,68,529-14-11~ 2 2,73,202-10
sive of Tipperah)
23,Rajemahl &c Paina ;
Sts  2,56,418- 4-16- 0 52,763-15 18,377~ 4
24.Hattingdah &c " 73,470=15= 0~ 3 9,032= 17
25.Boglepore &c " 4463,810- 6= 4= 0 2,374785-18
26 .,Furnesz " 14,13,016~ 0- 8- 0 6,45,430-1¢% 89,4T7T= T
27.Rungpore &c Narranny ;
G Rs 12,78,959~ 8-14- 2 1,46,072- 3 37497511

43,96,095- 1 10,61 ,430-10%

NOTES: (@) lizhomedshahy: An additional 19,928-15 Beegahs of Chakeraan Zemeen are
taxed at R 5,652-3-14-2
(@@) Midnspore &c: Additional Chakerasan, Beegahs 87,661-12, taxed at Rs 43,297~
(@e@) Bissenpore: Additional Chakeraen villages of the value of Rs 24,997-10
(eee@) Futty Singt Additional Chakeraan, Beegahs 6,148-2, taxed at Rs 873-13-13
($) Jehanguirpores: Additional Chakeraan, Beegahs 9 ,446-T%, taxed at Be 2,072-12

($4) Lushkerpores Additional Chakeraan, Beegahs 20,231-18, taxed ab Rs 1,652-8

<00 TS 290867 TZ Br9r
Centre for Policy Studies
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Digtrict

Purnea
Rajeshahy
Rokunpore

FeuEEaTe;

Syedpore
Beerbhoom

Bissenpore
(Zemindar's
oWn persen 7
15,000 &

134 villages)

Dacca

Jehangirpore
Ehas Talooks
Iushkerpore
Mahmudshahy
Midnapore

Jessore

Rungpore

Hedegellee
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ACCOUNT OF CHAKERAAN ZEWEEN OR LANDS APPROPRIATED
T0 THE PUBLIC SERVANTS: BENGAL YEAR 1183
Sudder Cutcherry Purgunna Cutcherry Villages NMilitia TOTAL
Per- Amount of Per- Amount of Per- Amount Per— Amount Per Amount
sons land sons land Sons of landsons land Eons land
w
37 3,840 1,054 69,389 1,431 16,009 2,522 89477
19055 14,322 2,423 63,837 12,213]56,520 17,694234690
130 285 1,771 19 2,105 19748
80 1,513 1,272 16,863 1,352 18377
/80,028\ 325 2449
219 6,090 12 300 7,577 283853 9,728
Tana323 11,840 - 127127
dars 1,617 28,853
787 9,797 168 2,508 1,552 9,281 vil 79 o8
$ 39vil il & »903
4,576 70,160 136971
3 252vil
186104
250
111 3,311 501 44438 2,405 22,067 248 1,7943,565 31614
204 2014
338 5,753 64 1,033 1,899 21,718 604 8,01(12,905 36516
621 54916 321 3,407 2,330 20,650 3,272 29973
327 262 262 2,206 3,696 6,491
19 218 1,369 878 2,484
215—1g:§5
250 513=1-8-15 186 164-2-12=-7 1,417 1122- 2,514 1623~ 3422-10

1-12-3 PYKES4=9-3 4,367 -2-11.

BM: ADDMS 29087-88: From Enclesures to the Report "Amin Accounts" by D.Amdersen,
Charles Croftes and George Bogle dated 25 March 1778. (Add Ms 29086-7-8)
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The Amount of land in Rangpere is shewn in Gong,
wheres 16 Cannies is 1 Drone,

20 Drone is 1 Bees

16 Bees is 1 Geng
The amount of land in Hedwgellee is possibly alse in similar measure.
The ameunt in other districts is probably in Beegah§ though pessibly
there is variation in the size of the Beegah in different districts.

Bees, Drone and Cannies,
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1 D,
//;2;%:159 DETAILS OF BAZER ZEMEEN, CHAKERAAN AND GOVERNMENT REVENUE

N IN NUDDEAH (eirea 17779
I. Total Assessed Jumma from all sources for five years 1179-83 T1,10,959- 5= 2~1
Receipis 3 62 ,20,764=14~12=2
Gross Balance 8,90,194~ 6= 9=3

Pateka (of deserted lands) 6,10,642-13-16-3
Balance 2,579,551~ 8-13-0

II. Hazera or revenue of lands occupied and other actual sources
of revenue 1183 13,42,955-12~12~2

TII. Distribution of Chakerman Zemeen:

Category Land Allocated as
in. Bengal Year 1183
BEGAS

1. Turrufdars and Caramcharies 15,142~ 5

2, Village Pykes 7,488- 0

3. Kullum (or accountants) 15,298-19

4, Sudder officers T1,988- 1

5 Officers at Pergunnah Cutcherries T1,310-12

6. Dufterries at Pergunnah Cutcherries 317-15

7. Merdars & Peons at Sudder Cutcherries 207~ O

8+ leerdars in Pergunnahs _ 4,164-17

9. Shikaries or hunting men 1,308-10

10, Tannadars 1,000~ 0O

11.01d Servants (Pensions) 3,425~ 2

12.Mokutteran (Others not holding office ?) 2,260-18
13.Shagard Pecha or Servants about +the Raja
i. Suars (horsemen) 20,547~ 1
ii. Cahr (bearers) 6,575~ 3
jii. Sohbutty ?(accempanying Brahmins ?) 8,375~ 8
ive Pykes 5¢144= 0
v. Bundarrcars ? (waiting servants) 4,602-18
vi. Carkana (artificers) 328- 4 !

Total (Begas) 96,827-9

1V. Distribution of Bazee Zemeen:

Category Land Allocated as
in Bengal Year 1183
Begas

1, Dewutter 10,745-19

2. Bermotter 3,51,430- 6%

3, Millick 7,819- T

4. Perooter 3’122""17

5. 1-':01100'1:1‘&1’1 5,?86"‘ 1
Total (Begas) 3,18,904-10%

Bii: Add Me 29087: f£f 3v-52vs Register of Villages ff 10r-49r; Chakeraan f£51v-52r
Bazee Zemeen: ff 52v (Pergunnah-wise)
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BAZEEE ZEMEEN, REVENUE PAYING LAND AND CHAKERAAN
IN TWENTY FOUR PURGUNNAHS (cirea 1777)

il )

A7)

: ({%Eiﬁa/)DEaTILS OF

a1 Persunnah-wise Details of Revenue Paying Land and Bazee ﬁemin in B,Y 1183
Total HAZBBA Total RYOT Total Bazee

Perggnnah Total Revenue Jumma of 1183
Paying Land including Sair Land TEE or Occ Zemeen
Begas Rs Begas upied by R Begas
Begas
Causpore 20,994-16 30,318-12-17-3 16,829-17% 16,294~ 9 11,280- 2
Dechinsagur 3,787~ 3 5,576-13=11-0  3,286= 3  3,283-3 674~ 6
Shawpore 23,663-10 30,405- 2-18-0 13,500- 2  11,620-15 2,344-19
Paunchawangong 28,673-18 51,809-15-10-2  25,538-15_  23,510-14  8,612-14
Shawnagur 11,182~ 1% 12,865- 6=10~0 9,931~15 9,634-19 264-19
Penchacooly 27,984-13% 59,400-12- 2-0 21,334~ 6% 12,947- 5% 4,143-4%
Ghur 16,?27"15 309998- 6-10-1 13,781-12 1 | ’443_19 3,956- 4
Azimabad 81,207-1% 1,27,566-14-12-0  67,453=13% 62,675~ %- 8,112-12
Murandgotcha (2)1,31,206=12%  2,36,720- 9-13-2 1,06,304-18% 87,937-15% 37,019-18
Mjdenmul (2)  1565,734- 25  1,32,961-18- 2-1 85,768- 5% 79,579-65 59,250~ T
Bellea 65,169~11§ 95,802-12- 1-1  55,805=19- 47,716~ O 11,066-16
Calcutta 1,63,865-113  1,83,840-13~ 5-0 1,02,547-18% 94,489-16% 51,642~ 9
Mugra 1,84,917-16F 2,564,685~ T- T-2 1,58,700-1131,30474 - 9 73,272-10
Khuree (Cowry) 108- 3 gL 31050 66-14 66-14 20- 0
(30,707~ 0~ 0-0

Hatteah Cur 84,556-16% 81,557 9-1T-2 54,245~ AT,991~- 2% 34,762-11
Bi rjehatty 19,007 8%  1,06,012- 5-10-3 60,925~ 6% 47,406~ 4% 28,536-14

TOTALS 10!88 1?77‘15 7996 !021" 6_%_6987 :071‘% 3-34!960—_ﬁ

II. Distribution of Bazee Zemeens

Cateogory

Land Allecated as
in Bengal Xear 1783

1. Dewutter

2. Bermooter

3, Peerooter

4, Mzhootran

5« Khannabarry

6. Kharedge Jumma

Te Ayme

8. Serooper

9- Millick
10.Canongoe Duiter Seranjamy
11.Byshnotter
12.Bhattoter
Bydotter (13)

14.La Kheradge
15,Cubbergaw
Aucherk Pooshkerna (16)
17.Khyrat

18.Birty

Emambarry (19)
Cutcherry Barry (20)
21.Khooraky Zemindar
22,.Subuck Zemindar Butary (2)
23,Tancaw Nancar
24.Fuckeeran
25.Abdootootger (2)
26 .Hooshbash
27.Meerass

28.Khoon Kharidiggee
29,.,Bet Cola

30.Ghur Barry

31l .Kooraky

Total (Begas)

Begas
56 3458- 9%
23343325' 9%
6,222-19;
14,490-12
5,687-16
2,473-19
1 ,137"‘ 1
1,078—15
1,019~ 5
141- T
44- 5
9~ 8
95=i1
2=12
184-18
758- 8
2,066=-16%
11-19
42- 5
54683~ 0
521- 0
155=19
2-= 1
T-10
3-19
3-17
46-12
1= 4
26T- 1
857= 5

3,34,960-5%

67,12 ,815-10~ 32
56 183 ¢965'13"' 4_-2
10,35,552-15- 5-1
3’223959_13‘14-3 ‘

TIII. Total Assessed Jumma from all sources for five years 1179-83
Receipts ¢ "
Gross Balance
0. Add NS Jumma of Deserted lands

entrefoyally StV = 187
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