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the rank of one thousand, received equal pay; this depended upon
the degree of that rank in which he stood, and that degree again
upoh the number of effective Horse which he wae allowed, If the
number of them was equal te the amount of his Mumsub, he was of the
first degree; if less than that number, and more than half, of the
second degreej and if less than half, of the third. These distinctions
(p 159) =pplied only to Munsubs of and under the rank of five thousand
According teo these distinotions the pay of a munsubdar of one
thousand, if of the first degree, would be 20,00,000 of Daams; if
of the second 19,00,000 and if of the third, of 13,00,000 only. A
table of the pay of the mmsubdare, for their personal rank, is
inserted in the appendix, which will peint out that annexed to each
rank, and its three degrees, It may also be verified by a reference
to the grent of Fakruddeen Hossein, The rank of his Munsub is speci~
fied at two thousand, and the effective Horse allowed him 5003 by
the yules laid down he is in the third degree of the rank of 2000,
and his pay is regulated accordingly, viz

Amount assigned by the table for the (p 160) pay of a mmsubdar
/of the rank of 2000, /in the third degree Daams 34,00,000

Add 500 effective Horse at 8000 Dasms for each 40,00,000
per anum A

Deams 74500,000
amount of the J er assigned according to the established rates
of the empire, (App No 6)

20, Secendly, the number of effective Horse allowed him. This was
entirely unconnected with the number which fixed the rank of Munsub,
although it ascertained the degree of it, and on this account on

the revidion of Jagheeree sunnuds i# particularly worthy of attention.
The prices assigned for each Horseman was at the rate of 8,000 Daams
for twelve months, (p 161) but the actual sums peceived by the
jagheerdars bore but a very small prepertion to these allowances
which were little more than nominaly and hence it was that the
munsubdares were not obliged to muster above a certain preportion of
their effective troops, beyond Vhich the number was neminal only.
(App ¥e 7 and 8)

21, , the amount of the assignment in Daams, The Daam was

an coin, at the rate of forty to a rupees but in paying
4he troops this imaginary coin was valued according te the number

of months for which the assignment was granted, and was in fact much
below the general computed rate,

22, Foprthly, the number of months (» 162) for which the assigmment
was issued, This is a very material peint, as the value of the Jagheer
or assignment greatly depended upon it. The mmsubdars and their
effective troops never received above eight or nine menths pay, and
often only threej about five months was the medium; this will appear
fvom a comparison of the Daams granted in the sunnuds and their
valuation in rupees, A table is ammexed for the purpese of exhibiting
the actual value of 2 lac of Daams, by a rule of proportion formed
on the mumber of menths for Which the assignment was drawn out.

This caloulation was made by the Dewan, as the perwannah of the
vizier only specified generally the amount of the Daams according

to the established rates of (p 163) the empire, and the number of
months for Whioch the assignment was granted, (App 9 and 10)

23, From the preceding explanation, a jagheer may be dofined %o be
an assignment in land or money for the suppert of a certain dignity,
and for the troops annexed thereto. That it was either conditional
or unconditionals the former implied, that it was granted for the
expences of a particular office or stationj the latter, that it was
isymmient independent of any office or station, being appropriated
for the maintenence of a dignity, a suitable number of attendants,
and the effective troops annexed to its that in the latter case i%
was granted for life, or untill the emperor should (p 164) please

%o vesume the dignity, or diminich it} in the former case it existed
whilst the possessor continued in ofifice only, and upon his removal
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or dismission develved, eiﬁh.r in whole or in parts upon his
successor, The sepvices regired from the jagheerdars were either
specific, or theg were bound te the performance of whatever duties
might be assigned to them, and %o attend in person with their
effective troops whenever required.

firet,

The actual value of a jagheer depended,/upmn the degree of the
pank of the munsubdar, and eecondly, upon the number of months for
which the assignment was granted, These considerations will suggest
the mules to be observed im the revision (p 165) of the sumnuds, but
ij4 is firet necessary to explain the restrictions by which a munsub-
dar in possession of a jagheer was prevenied from receiving more '
than he was entitled %o,

24, As an equivalent for the pay which a munsubdar was entitled to
receive, either on account of his personal allowance, or that of
the troops under him, he received possession of certain lands, the
rent of which was caloulated in Daams, according to the assessment
of Tooreen Mulle, If they were found to produce more than the jagheer—
dar was entitled to, he was obliged to account for the overplus,
under the denomination of toufeer (?) or excess, This ebligation
extended alse to the arrvears of the rents of the lands assigned in
jagheer, for the time which had elapsed previous (p 166) to his
acquiring pessession, or for any anticipation of rents, in case of
nis dismission previous to that peried, And secondly, a propertien
was deducted from the amount of the assignment for any deficiency
4n the number of effective troops which he was obliged Yo maintaine
It was often usual in assignments of any considerable amount %o
suspond a part thereof until the accountis of the munsubdar had been
adjusted, (App ¥o 9)

25, To render these restrictions more binding a jagheerdar was
obliged to sign an obligation previous %o the receipt of his grant,
making himself accountable for Whatever might be due on the abeve
grounds,

26, The following instance in proef of (p 167) the strictness with
which the government exacted the toufeer (7) is so remarkable, that
I shall insert it at length from a book of good asuthority.

Bechanday Khan (?) and other munsubdare, having oblained an
assignment of their pay in the pergunnah Berance, they leid olaim
to the pessession of the whole district, as the amount of the rents
of it in Daams correspended exactly with that specified in the
vizier's assignment; the Dewan refused his assont, and insisted
upon their receiving their pay in money, which compelled the munsub-
dare to scocept the assignments according to the established rules,
which 1eft them no portion of the toufser. By this adjustment, the
government was saved from a loss of 1,09,791-10-6, being the excess
of the rents of the distriot, beyond the valuation of Tooreen (p 168)
Julle (App o 11)

27, If therefore a revision of the sunnuds should take place, the
following points must be attended toj firet, the authenticity of

the perwannah from the vizier: secondly, the number of months pay
granted in the assignment; and lastly, the mumimxg difference between
this sum and the actual produce of the lands,

28, Under the Mogul government there was a certain Mehal or juris-
diction, consisting of such lands as were get apart for being granted
in jagheer, under the demomination of Paibakee.(?) The other lands

4n the soubah were called Khalsa lokorrey, or fixed exchequer landsj
these were supposed to be moet productive and were (net ?) granted

in Jagheer. (p 169)

29, Under this jurisdiction, jagheers when resumed or escheated,
fell, and here the toufeer or excess Was brought to the credit of

the state; as well as the amount of arrears, or anticipations, for
broken periods, as already explained, The produce of the last three
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articles was called the share of the exchequer, and under this temm
the jagheerdars were compelled to account for it. (App No 12 or 13,14)

30, Such were the ancient and regular forms of the Mogul consti~- 1
tution regarding the dignity called Munsub, and its appendage jagheers
and from these it will appear that a jagheerdar had not originally

or constitutionally any right of property in the lands,

31. In Bengal there are few jagheers, (p» 170) and of no considerable
amounts but in Beyhar, they exist to the annual value of 4 lacs of
rapees, according to the estimatésm upon which they were made over
%o the jagheerdars; four fifths of these grants were obtained during
the anarchy of the reign of Shah Aullum's immediate predecessor, and
at the commencement of his accession when he invaded Beyhar,

32, Under such circumstances we are not te expect much attention to
the forms or to the spirit of the constitution, and on examining
geveral of these grants, it appears that most of them contain nething
more than a simple assignment of Daams without any specifiedtion
of the rank of the Munsubdar, the number of Horse he was bound te
entertain, or months for which he received pay; (p 171) er whether
the grant was cenditional pr unconditional, nor the customary
engagement to pay into the Khalsa, the excess, or amount resulting
from anticipated rents, or arrears of a broken seasen. Of eight
grants which have s only twe specify any service to be per-
formed, By a comparison however, of the number of Daams assigned,
with the amount of the revenue lands delivered over to the jagheerdar,
most of the assignments will appear to be four or five months as

in Bengal and elsowherej and from the ebidence of the oldest and
most intelligent officers, it appears that untill the end of Bohadur
Shah's reign, the regular forms were observed, and the accounts of
the munsubdars examined with the usual severity, From these circum-
stances it is concluded, that the lands in Beyhar assigned by the
jagheerse grant, were (p 172) held under the same tenure as in other
parts of the empire. (App Ne 15, 16)

33, It is alse probable that many of the grants in Beyhar were
fraudulently er surreptitiously ebtained,

34, In deciding the questien regarding the resumption of jagheers

in Beyhar (on account of informality and collusion in prosuring them)
or of the excess appropriated by the jagheerdars, beyond the assign-
ment in the grant, many oircumstances require consideration; I

ghall state such as occur te me,

35, Firet, it is to be remarked that the sunnuds in Beyhar have
undergobe these/revisions by Mahomed Reza Cawn, in 1766, by /(their?)
confirmed each time,

Secondly: that under the sanction of these (p 173) confirmations,
the jagheerdars have enjoyed the rents of the lands made over %o
them in perfect security, without being compelled te account for
any overplus to Which they may receive beyond the amount of the
assessment, or %o perform any service.

Thirdly: that the persons whe held these lands have not any other
means of subsistence, and if they were resumed would be driven te
poverty and distress,

36, These considerations may indeed be shortened, and the whole
reduced to this question! How far the faith of Government may be
considered pledged to the possessors, under the accounts described;
and admitting 1t not to be absolutely pledged, will pelicy and huma—
nity warrent a dicision thet muet reduce many of its subjects to
ddstress? (p 174)

37. It may oh the other hand be contended, that no fraud ought to |
receive a sanction from the inability of Government to detect its
that a jagheerdar wheo benefits by the indulgence of Government,
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ought not to avail himself of that indulgence, for a greater
emolument than He is entitled by it 4o receive; and that thm he
cannot have any claim o an immunity, merely because the Government
hae from ignopance suspended the exercise of its owm rights, in
reclaiming it=s just dues,

38, Between these opposite considerations, I shall not at present
offer my opinion. It may be further observed, that many persons now
enjoying jagheers have succeeded te them by virtue of inheritance,
in direct violation of the constitution of the empire, Such has been
the lenity or want of information of (p 175) of the British Govern—
ment in India,

39, The hon'ble the court of directors, from motives of humanity,
have suggested the idea of attempting teo convert the jagheer inte
parmanent property, by constituting them zemindarries, I have some
doubts myself of the possibility of effecting this, and am ef opinion
that objections would be made by the jagheerdars, upon a general
principle which appears universally teo govern the natives of this
country, that of an attention %o temporary actual sdvantages, in
oppoan{on 40 permanent remote benefits, But there is another, and
gtronger objection, that the lands held as jagheers, are sectually

at present portions of zemindaries, to the proprietors of which the
jagheerdars pay a stipulation under the name of Malikena, This (p 176)
term means the right of proprictorship. There can be little doubt
4hat the zemindare would not be silent in claiming their property,
upen any attempt on the part of Government %o assign it over in
perpetuity to others, particularly thosew whe retain their lands,

and pay the rents thereof to the jagheerdars., This is the case, as

I am informed, with many semindars, and a curious proof of the
inversion of right and property. It may however be immediately
declared, thet no person shall be allowed to proceed to the possersion
of a jagheer, by right of inheritance, and that all jagheers upon

the demise of the possessor, shall revert %o Government. This
declaration is indispensably necessary to asnnihilate that idea, which
appears to be entertained that Jagheers are hereditable (» 177
permanent propertye.

(40,) If the Government should act in conformity te this declaration,
the vents of all the jagheers in Beyhar will in time revert to
the Company.

Al, A Riwixiunm decision on the previoms question must also deter-
mine how far an investigation shall take place inte the actual
produce of the lands, with a view to the resumption the toufeer,
or excess, To this the objections stated will not apply with the
same force as to a total resumption.

42, But at all events, I deem it hizhly expedient that the most
ageurate account should be procured of the present state of the
jagheers in Beyhar, and of the possessors thereofj and for this
purpose orders have been issued; with this account (p 178) before
thom, the Boexd may be enabled to carry into execution any orders
that the court of directers may think preper to issue respecting
jagheors, in case the etion which I have stated should remain
ever for/decision. 7::.1:.- (?)

43, Thies sccount has been compiled from authentic records, and good
information. The proofs ef what is here asserted will be found in
the appendices, Which comtain a variety of infornation, of a detail
400 minute to be imserted in this account without interruption of
+he connection of it. I cammot conclude without peinting out for
the notice of the Govemmor Ueneral in council, the great assistance |
Which I have derived from Mr Barlow in the discussion of this subject,
his abilities are never exerted with (p 179) more zeal than for ’
the information or interest of his employers.

: Je Shore p:

referred to in above tes be 1

ont%rrﬁri&n' '&‘ iptp?n'&.%ﬁnl, that mt:;nuhs ‘?m ciroulated

for the perusal of the members of the Board., Appendices PP 553-659
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My Shore delivers into the Board, copies of his minutes, which
were transmitted to the court of directors by the Rodney.

1. The gourt of directors, in their general letter by the Swallow,
directed the Governmment 3 ascertain, as (p 94) correctly as the
nature of the subjeott would admit, the real jurisdioctions, rights
and privileges, of zemindars, taleookdars, and jaghiredars, under
the constitution and custome of the Mahommedan, or Hindoo, Governments)
and vhat were the tributes, rents, and services, which they were
bound to render, or perform, %o the sovereign power; and, in like
manner, those from the talocdars to their immediate leige lord the
zemindare, and by what mle or standard they were or ought severally
to be regulated.

2. Previous to my return to this country, in 1786, the Board of
Revenue had been called upon for their opinion, on the rights of
the zemindars, and had declared & zZemindary to be, a conditional
office, @z renewable, and gmga.’ey on (p 95) defaleation,
and had applied to the supreme council, for their decieion upon
this opinion, as essential for their guidance, in the recovery ef J

arrears of rent, and for making the ensuing settlement of the revenue
(App Mo 1 and 2)

3. My Grant, who hae employed much labour and ingemuity in researches
into the finances of Hindostan, has also combated the prevailing
idea, that the zemindars are pmpr:!.etors of tho land, and i.n oppc-
iimnhitmmmh that £ : ig _ :

4. These opinions, stand in contradiction %o others of high authority,
and are teo important to be lightly admitted or hastily rejected;
they affect the rights and interesis, both (p 96) of this Government
and its subjeots; and this consideration alone would induce me to
disouss themj if the orders of my superiors did not prescribe it.

5¢ The general question mey 3m with propriety be divided into two
parte, of right and policys if the former can be clearly ascertained,
it will prebably tend te elucidate the latter; which, at all events,
deserves a separate consideration.

6o In a disguesion of this kind, some principles should be establi-
shed on the outset, for deciding the pointe in issues but, here a
material difficulty occurs; the constitution of the Mogul empire,
despetic in its prineiple, arbitrary and irregular in practice,
renders it sometimes almost impossible %o discriminate between power
and principle, fact (p 97) and rights and, if custom be appealed

to, precedents, in violation of it, are produced, In tracing such

a system, where even natural rights are often sacrificed to power,
we must carefully observe what, under successive administrations,
has been left to the people; and explore those usages, which have
subsisted for the greater length of time, with the fewest variations
and infringements, We must hear what the subjects of the state claim
for themselves, and txry these claims by the result of the investigad
tion prescribed, and by the ﬂauu-l. of reasen, pelicy, and natural
Mﬁ“.

Te In hl omliﬁon to thi.l it has been uur‘hd, :
eign ) 1y lespotic state, is competent 0’- ﬁ.

lute, and _'__!uu 2 make, explain, and
execute the laws, this reasoning be just, =ll disoussion ought |
indeed to oease, for it reduces the questioh to this simple ;m-
tiont that the Company having despotic power, are entitled to '

"TOR: P/51/18% Gons 2.4+1788s pp 93148, App pp 315-552
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attempt appears to have been made, to enhance the assessment of
Toorem Mull, by new inquisitions inte the produce of the lands,
The addition impesed by Sultan Sujah, the result perhaps of (p 15.3)
such an enquiry, partially undertaken, was moderate. (App 6 and T)

23, Jaffiex who Was appeinted Dowan of Bengal by Aurangzebe,
and afterwards Nasim, by Furoksere, in 1713, prosecuted his enquiries
into the finances of the country with a rigour before unknown. He
deputed his own agents, to scrutinise the value of the lands, and
to vaise the rents of them to the highest possible standard, by
collecting for the Government all that the ryots, or peasantdyy paid
to the zemindars, to whom he left their established subsistence of
Nankarp, He did net, however, amnul their right of inheritance, and
that he considered the zemindars to have a Fyupximyy preperty in
the soil, a striking proof will be exhibited in the course of these
remarks, (App Bo 8) (p 109)

24, From the death of Jaffier Khawn, to the present time, the claim
of the zemindars %o a property in the soil, and te succeed by
inheritance, are supported by usage and faoct, ... « (p 110)

25, This pesition has lately been controverted, and has been declared
unconstitutional, and inconsistent, with the terms of the

or grant, which has been pronounced, the sole ground of the rights
and privileges of zemindars,

26, The arguments by which this objection is supported, may be
peduced $o the fellowing terms, That the constitution of the NMogul
empire, acting upon a principle, of dividing the gross produce of
the soil with the peasantry, annihilates the idea of a tenure con—-
veying property in it, and develving by inheritance; that the sxbes
existence of the sunnud, proves it essential, for the invesiiture
of a zemindars that s zemindary is expressly called a service in
the sunnud, the terms of which assign duties %o be performed, tut
convey no prepertyj that an acknowledgement (p 111) wae constantly
paid to the sovereign, previous %o a zemindar's investiture, and,
lastly, that merwtimy/for the personal appearance of the zemindar,
wee demanded and taken, previous %o his investiture which would have
been an unnecessary precaution, if the lands were considered his

mperty.

27. In answer o these arguments, the following observations ocour,

That although the aveowed principle of the Nogul constitution, X
limits the value of landed property, and makes it dependent on the
equity and humanity of the severeign, it is not incompathble with
fte existence; and goes ne fubther, than to establish the right
of the state, to a proportion of the rents of all land. That the

ent series of page; . ..iteble quality of the zemindary temure, is ascertained by the
. all

numbers shown)

lawe of usagej and prescription, which in countries, are admitted
as legal and indefeasible, where they are derived from any principle
of natural right, or are conformable to right reason. That the
zemindary sunnuds, were never cenferred at discretion, or upon aliens,
%o the prejudice of the heir by kindred, and of course (p 316)
confirmed existing rights, but did not create them; and that in fact
the principal zemindars only, applied for them, and received them.
That the inferior landholders succeeded agcording te their own laws
of inheritance by right and of course without any sunnud, That the
term of service in the sunnud, can prove nothing te the prejudice

of the zemindars, whilst it can be demonstrated that the tenure was
heriditable; property may depend upon services, or service, in the
course of time, by usage, be cenverted inte property, and inheri-
tance; that the acknowledgement paid by the incumbent on investiture,
is rather a proof of this, than an argument against the right of
zemindarej and if it may not be deemed an exaction ought to be
viewed in the light of a consideration for the renewal of an estatej
that no such consideration, was paid by a erorie, or aumil, who Were
both collectors of the public revenues, but did not succeed by
inheritances and this circumstance mekes a strong distinction bet=-
ween the zemindary tenure and a common office; that in a country
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subject to frequent (p 317) disturbances and revolutions, in which
the zemindary,tsmurs as often took part against the established
government, as fordt, the propriety as well as necessity , of a
peresonal obligation by which one subject became bound for the
attendance, and good behaviour of anether, ies obvious without autho-
rizing an inference to the prejudice of zemindary propertys the
period assigned in the grant, for the duration of the tenure, is
#nlimitted, and the true conclusion, which this eilence admits, is,
that the tenure is goody as long as the conditions in the mn;,

are observed. (App No 9

28, By the terms of the grent, & zZemindar is entitled to an establi-
shed provision, under the name of Nankar, included under the head
of Muzkooraut {?), after compleating his annual agreements for

the revenuej there is ne proportion between the amount of it, and
that of the pecuniary acknowledgement paid for his investiture;

it was not sufficient for his subskstence, and it was, still less

a fund, for the accumulation of property; nor can the permanent
appropriation of the fund iteelf, be reconciled to the idea of a
fluctuating office. (App Wo 10) (p 317)

29 In e2ddition to the preceding observations I shall add some
conjectures on the zemindary tenure, and its establishment, ér
confirmation by sunnud er grant.

30s In Akbar's time, the zemindars of Bengall were numerous rich
and powerfulj they were not of his oreation, and probably existed
with some possible variatioh, in their rights and privileges, before
the Mahommedan congquests in Hindostan. From this circumstance as
well as other collateral considerations; thers is reason to suppese,
that the new inveders, who claimed the revenues of the country,

from motives of pelicy and humanity, employed the ancient possessors
of the land, as their agents for the collection of the taxes of

the state, superadding the jurisdictions exercised by the collectors
of vevenue, in their own system of finance: that for this purpose,
they confirmed the fermer proprietors, by sunmuds or grants, confer—
ring services or offices, of an inheritable, and permanent Lmo.
That hence the semindars if they did not originally pessess, acquired
in the course of time a property in the seil, and the rights annexed
thereto, of (p 319) disposing of it, by sale, gift and mortgage}
subject however under any mode of alienation, to the sovereign's
claims for rent, and that for the purpose of securing the revenues
from fraudulent or concealed alienations, as well as the inorease
arising from improvement, the numerous body ef inferior officers

was appointed, to keep accounts of the land, and its productions;

a8 well as a record of such events, as affected the revenues, That
although the zemindars succeeded according to the common course of
inherd tance, agreeable to their own laws, seme form declaratory eof
the succession of the new incumbent, was necessary for the infor—
mation of the officers of the state, and ryots, as well as for the
seourity of the new szemindar, whose name was upon his aceession
enrolled in the public registers, Tye principal zemindars who enjoyed
extensive jurisdictions, and were admitted into the presence of
their sovereign or his viceroy, petitioned for and obtained sunnuds,
not only as confirmation of their rights, but as an henourable
distinctiony and these they paid for, whidh the inferior zZemindars
were contented with a less formal and expensive acknowledgement

of their rights, (Wotes C and D) (p 320)

31. Formerly the Zemindars were bound to take care of the roads and
bridgess and whilst the amount of their rents was permanent, and the
profite arieing from the lands left to them, they had an interest,
in fulfilling the dictates of their dutys latterly these functions
have been neglected, and the suspension may be dated from the
inquisitorial mesearches of Jaffeir Khawn,

32, fho )nnﬁaﬁon of the internal peace of their districts, and

the apprehension of thieves, murdevers, and other violators ef the
laws, were amongst the assigned duties of the zemindars, They were
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b0 possessing any heriditable property in the soil, dispeosed of it in
perpetuity to others,

41, It is certain that lands under this tenure, exempt from all
claime of rent, and descending by inheritance are possessed to a
very considerable amount in the Beyhar province, But there is one
observation, and that very important, that all versons holding
Srante of land under this denomination or Jagheers, pay to the
zemindare a tenth of the gross produce, or leave with them an equi-
to that amournt in land, under the very expressive term of Malikana,
vhich may be rendered the right of proprietorship,

42, When it is considered, that the Al tumgha grant has no reserve
or limitation, and (p 3255 thet the persons who acquired by it the
possession of land in perpetuity, has generally very considerable
interest 2t court, it may be reasonably suprosed, that they would
net have relinquished any part of their sovereign's donation, except
in comprliance with an acknowledged right, whether derived from regal
authority, or prescription,

43+ This fact exhibits a remarkable difference betweem the situation
of the zemindars in Beyhar and Bengall. In the former province they
possess and claim a right to Malikana, whether they have charge of
the collections or nots in Bengell, they have Nankar only, which
ddes not in the aggregate exceed one percent on the revenues, There
are many other distinctions of which I shall notice a few only, In
Beyhar the zemindar, when in charge of the colloctions, or the

aumil who stande in his place on the part of Government, divides the
produce of the land with the cultivater in stated proportiohs. Inn
Bengall the settlement is made with the »yot, upon a standard called
the Assul, or original rate, With an accumilation of the taxes suc~—
cessivaly impomed, (p 326)

44, In Beyhar the extent of zemindarry jurisdictions compared with
many of those in Bengall is very limitted, and though the zemindary
propertyy in the former province, seems more explicitly avowed and
confirmed, yet the Zemindars themselves have been more depressed

and reduced. This is acocounted for, by the difforent systeme of
management, adopted in the twe soubahs, and by the numerous donations
of Altumgahe, Jagheers, and other rent free lands in Beyhar; yet

i% is Yoo remarkable %o be unnoticed, that notwithstanding the
frequent transfers of the land by these grants, the right of the
zemindars to Malikana, remains invielate under every change.

) 45. Most of the considerable zemindars in Bengall may be traced to
an origin, within the last century and half, and the extent of their
Jurisdictions, has been considerably augmented during the time of
Jaffeir Khan, and eince, by purchases from the ordiginal proprietors,
by acquisitions in default of legal heirs, or in consequence of the
confiscation of the lands of other zemindars, Instances are even
related, (p 327) in which zemindaries have been forced upon the
incumbents,

46, I shall be happy if these remarks should be deemed, to have
elucidated the principle of the Mogul system of finance, and ‘o have
proved the inheritance and property, of the sewindarry tenure, to
be compatible with it. W Every allowance must be made for the aiffi~
culties attending researches of this nature, under the practice of
an arbitrery form of UGovermment, and with respect, to a country
subject to frequent insurrections and revolutions, Still however
lest more positive proofs should be required, I have annexed autho-
rities deduced from established practice, and from the ordinances of
the emperors Aurangzebe, and Farooksere, and, the example of Jaffier
Ehan the Nazim of the country. These will I trust elucidate the pre-
ceding arguments, and prove what I understand to be the established
Principle of Mogul finance as practiced in Hindostan, that the rents
belong to the sovereign and the land to the zemindar, (Apf 1;531#,'153 =
’

47« The former uxfmrx administrations in this coun both wise
and justly consulted the natives upon g o

! the righ'tl of the 5.%:
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