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My dear Sir

As there are no incidents in life which we recollect with
80 much pleasure as those which w® occurred in our infancy, so
the friéends who have manifested their regard to us in our youth
we remember with particular warmth, and the impressions they have
made in our mind, instead of being anywise effaced become stronger
and stronger by time and distance. When these are my sentiments,
need I assure you, that it is with uncommon satisfaction I hear
from my father of your being in good health, and that you are
80 kind as express to him a continuance of that friendship,
which you formerly evinced towards me.

Since my arrival in this country the little time which I have
been able to spare from the business of the Company, has been
chiefly devoted to the study of the Persian languesge, In this
pursuit, tho my (£f 70v) attention has frequently bveen distracted
by other cares, I flatier myself, I have not been altogether
unsuccessful, The arts and sciences seldom flourish under an
arbitrary government so that a person of a literary turn is not
to look for improvement in the books of the modern Bast. It is
only however by perusing them that a person curious in the
affairs of this country can push his researches into the nature
and origin of the laws and peculiar customs, which are found
to prevail amongst the natives of Indostan. And this object
is of great importance to every one, who wishes to distinguish
himself in the service of the country. For if he is ignorant
in these respects he is but ill =gmizEmd qualified to act in
a legislative capacity, which sooner or later may be the lot
of every individual of their civil establishment. But it is in
the first Imstamzm stage of his serviice, and in the detail of
business, that he feels most sensibly the satisfaction and advantage
he derives from a knowledge of the Persian, and it is with
this view, that it is chiefly studied,

It is not my intention from what I have already advanced,
to imply that the arte and sciences are entirely unknown in this
country. It is generally, I believe, admitted that many of them
took their rise in Arabia, and as the Arabians over-ran and
subdued the greatest part of thede neighbouring nations, (ff Tlr)
they diffused their knowledge with their religion throughout
the countries, which they conquered, and from thence they gradually
spread to the most eastern boundaries of Indostan. Had the
nature then of the government been as favourable for the
cultivation of the arts in the eastern, as it is in the westem
nations, of the world, possibly they might at this date have
acquired an equal degree of perfection. Whereas on the contrary
they héve remained in the same state without the smallest
alteration or improvement. The mathematicks in particular stand
still, and consequently the number and branches which depend
upon theme. In mechanicks their operations are extremely simple,
and theggrand principles so well known in Burope, seem now 1o
lay congealed, I say concealed, because from some siupendous
works, Whieh I have heard of on the Coromandel coast, I am apt
to think"they have not always been entirely unknown. Astronomy
is little studied and those who have acquired but a very small
knowledge of it are able to impose on the unlettered nmultitude,
who are easily persuaded to believe that they have {the knowledge
ascribed to astrologists, and consult them to fix upon an
auspicious day, before they underiake any business of consequence,
This superstition seems to have been borrowed from the Hindoos.
You will at once conceive a just idea of Indian astronomy, when
I tell you, that the system followed seems (ff Tlv) exactly
the same which was adopted formerly Ptolomeus §?). I have procured
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