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( GOVERNMENT ASTONISHMENT AND DISAPPROBATION OF SERVANTS CONDUCT)

Board of Revenue to Government:s 28,3,1800
Extraet

10, We have the henour to lay before your lerdship copy of a
correspondence with the late and present cellector at Nagere
on the subject of a complaint addpessed to us by Mr Waddell of
Madras, in consequence of fees having been demanded by, and
paid, to the register of Nagore on the sale of a vessel at
that place by publie auctioen.

1l. Having ne information of any such fees being authorized at
Nagore, we called upen lir Brant for an explanation on the subject,
whe stated that the offioe of register, has always been considered
attached to the general department, and consequently devolved
upon him, and the sanetion under which the fees were gollected
was long prescription and established usage of the place.

12, Nagore having been traneferred (p 1309) to Mr Harris we
directed him to state to us the amount and by Wwhom the fees

were enjoyed and by his repert it appears, that various fees,
estimated at a menthly amount of Star Pagedas 107 have been
establiched, some by the judieial court of Nagore, and ethers
by presoriptien, and that they have been enjoyed by the Resident
and Cellector carrying on the duties of the port and town.

13, We de not know whether the cellection of these fees has been
reported teo any other department, and it is our intention with
your lordship's sanction, te order their immediate abelitien,
but as the collection of the fees 63 percent on the sale of the :
vessel P,N.Pagodas 115-12-65 appears to have been made by y
Mr Grant under the sutherity of the court(p 1310) of Nagore
and as we are uninformed of the powers delegated to that court
by Gevernment, e pequesi your lordship's erders on the claim
to restitution made by Mr Waddel,

Government te Board of Revenues 28.3.1800
Extract of Minute

The board are much astonished and most seriously conocerned
at the correspondence with the cellectors pf Nagore on the subject
of the fees and emoluments which appear to have been levied
without being brought te the Company's account contrary to the
intent and meaning of the act of the 33rd year of the king, as
well as to the letter of the Revenue oath preseribed by that
aet, and administered to all Revenue servants. No fees or
emoluments (p 1315) of the nature deseribed by the cellector
having been authorized by the Board; they can ascribe the
countenance to levy them by the public efficers in trust at
Nagore, to mothing but a deplerable laxity ef principle in the
interpretation of the law, and of the meral amd religious obli~-
gatione, contained in the oath, If therefore the fact shall be
established te the extent which the Beard apprehend, it will be
their indispensable duty te institute a eriminal precess in the
court of law against the effending parties. As however they !
obeerve that the practice of levying these fees has in some
measure been sanetioned to the late cellector by the example of
his predecessors they are not without some hope that the effence
may be asoribed mere to a negligent adherance te established
custem, than to a deliberate disregard of the obligations (p 1316)

of an oath.

Until this point can becascertained the Board would be extremely |
averse to etigmatize the general character of the revenue officers,
under this presidency, by instituting a criminal presecutien

1015 Madras Revemue Proceedingss P/275/40 (14.2 te 28,3.1800,
pp 805-1320)3 Proceedings 28th March. Note: The date of the

letter from B Of R is

8
ometime before the 284,
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on so delicate a point affecting in the deepest manner the
foundations on which the internal constitution ef this Government
is about te be raised. Reselved accordingly, that Mr Grant be
required to make a selemm declaration of the metives under which
he has been loese enough te suppert those asbuses which it was

the express intention of the legislature te eradieate,

Ordered alse, that the present collector of Nagore may be
directed to furnish a statement of the fees:and emoluments, which
have been received by the cellectors on this account since (p 1317)
the year 1793 in erder that the whole may be brought to the
account of the Company.

Resolved entirely to reject the grounds on which the extra-
ordinary fees have been demanded en the sale of Mr Waddell's
vessel either for the Ceompany, or for the eollector, and %e
dirveot that every species of unautherised fee or emoluments at
Nagore, shall be immediately abrogated by a publie proclamation
under the autherity of the present csllector,

Agreed further to express the Board's mest unqualified dis-
pleasure at the sentiments expressed by My Grant relative to
the assertion of his rights by an individual under pretection of
the Company's Govermment, and their astonishment that the resist-
ance made te this illegal and immoral demand, did not excite in
the collector's mind a better semse (p 1318) of the duties, and
obligations te which he had bound himself, before God and his
country.

Sentiments of thies deseoription and a conduct founded en them
are more than a sufficient disqualification for administering
the ordinary dutiee of the Revenues but when their eperation
is extended to the system of law and govermment which are about
te be established, the Board shudder at the consequences of so
dermant a conscience,

These reflections give rise %o the most alarming apprehensions
lest the same laxity of interpretationz sjould have been indulged
in ether provinees of these territories, and as nething can be
of more serious importance te the honor of the Government, eor
to the security of ite subjects, than the integrity om (p» 1319)
which the effice of judge and magistrate should be administered,
it is ordered, that these sentiments shall be communicated to
every covenanted subject in the Revenue Department, and a
specifie declaratien obtained of the interpretation which has
been given Yo the act of the 33rd of his present majesty. It
is further resolved that every cellector shall be required %o
etate whether any adventitious emolument over and abeve the
allowed publie salary, has been derived from the obsolete perieds
of the Company's Covermment, in order that if any such abuses
shall have been preserved by implied sanction they may be
formally abolished by an act of the Governor in Council.

Ordered that instructions to the above effect be sent to the
Board of Revenune.

NOTEs Till about 1786, when the Britich Parliamentry act of

1784 made most such emoluments unauthorised and thus led in

most cases to the merging ef such income in the salary by an
appropriate increase in it, mest Britieh servants in India *
following the current British practice levied various fees ete
and these were considered to be part of their total inceme., The
1793 aet, wishing te make the servante wholly dependent on
established authority, abelished such indirect emoluments. However
the earlier practice of Revenue collectors receiving a small
salary and a mach larger mnis_aion on net collections
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Jefoverngent to Zoard of Hovenuss 1.1141800 i

Se U@ are of opinion with you, that it will be mere olisible
%o provide for the maintenance of the religious establishments
of our nevly scquired territories Yy specific endevments in
mmummmmm«mmm
than by annual fized payments, Yo direct therefore you will
give the subject your serisus consideration subnitting te ue
_with your deliberations, information frem the districte under
the oellecter of talen, similar to thet we required frem the
collecter at Pindigul.

sguth of the cauvery as Kajor Nacleod may find en further
enguiry recuire pecuniary assistance, (Clive, W Petrie,

BeWFallofieid)

4efoard of Hevenue to Collestor, falems £,11.1800 eee

Independently of the sunm included in the meyen zabitak
Jevernnent have further boem pleased to authorise the eventual
fisbursenent of 2,000 Fagedas in censequence of vhat you ebeerve
in the (p 5479) Snmo!-mmr-rmmun
mlMd“Mumthﬁmcmﬁntnmm
énguiry you may cennider to ryequire thie indulgence,

Az Govermment in thue liberally extending ite sseistance to
these imstitutions has in view the happiness of the inhabitant:
you will ecubmit such regulations end information as will tend
to promote and preserve the bemefite and comforts it is theiy
wieh may be segured to then,

7 7 Dharampal Archives CPS-TS-23 www.cpsindia.org
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vants and diverse persons 19,659~-15= 9%
(p 12669)631 159 Centaine private disbursements and pecu~-
to 169 lations of %he Salr Gomastahs 592« T=10
Col 170 Contains total Basah Kherch or private
Expenditure 44,951~ 4-15%
Col 171 Containe total Basah Kherch and circar
Receipts 81,936- 9= 1%

Centre for Policy Studies

—

L

W. Thackersy te Board of Hevenue on Pollaveram Expencess 18.10.1802

(p 12667)in detail but in some villages I was obliged to dispense
with thecdetail accounts specifying the payments of each ryot,
and merely take a gross statement of the collections made in

the village, the payments to the officers of the circar, the
payments to Mungeputty Dee and the Gram Khirch or village
expenditure. I then checked these accounts by the jummalchirech
of the zemindars, and when there were any doubts I examined

the parties concerned and made them explain what was uncertain.
The result of these enguiies is contained in the abstrét No 28
and I have every reason te believe this account correct, The
asccount of the collections is doubtless right but many of the
sums said te have been disbursed have of course been peculated
by the revenue servante and kummums., This account contains

many heads never introduced in the accounts transmitted to the
Board, but I found it impossible to strike out (» 12668) ang
head and at the same $ime preserve the integrity of the statements

Col 40 wontains the tetal Demand for Fusly 1210

and Fusly 1211, Madras Pagodas 84,618-15-13
Col 57 contains the collections of Mhal revenue
and Sair in Fusly 1210 and Fusly 1211 155485~ 4-13%

Col 75 contains total collections in Fusly 1211
including Extra revenue and Tukhari (?) 82,963~ 3-14%
Col 76 contains sirkar's receipts or sume brought
to the publie account. This I fanoy is the
sum contained in the accounts transmitted
to the Board 36,985~ 4~ 2
Col 7] contains the private disbursements, pecula
to 103tions &¢ of the Tanadars taken from their
ovn accounts or proved against them 20,282-13~ 1
Col 104 Contains private Disbursements, peculations
to 124 &c of the Summtdars chiefly with the knew-
ledge and approbation of the Tanadars 4,416= 0~ 1
Col 125 Contains Gram Kherch or expenditures and
te 156 peculations of the Kurnims, village sexr-

Col 172 Contains particulars of balances against
to 178 the Tanadars and the districts. Ifear that
these balances will not be peceived entirely

Col 179 Contuins total balances agaiBt the Tannadars
and the distriots 2,682- 6=-11%

B824,618-15-13

I+ appears by this abstract of the total collections and dis-
bursements that Madras Pagedas 44,951-4=13% have been disbureed
without the orders of the Government and mest likely the knov=
ledge of the collector. There are many items, with which he must
have been acquainted, but the greatest part of this sum was
evidently disbursed tp 12670) without hie authority. There is
no doubt but that the Tanadars and diverse persons connected
with the sirkars have peculated great part of this sum and that
many of the pretended disbursements never took place. But thw

JORs »/287/17sProceedings 4.,11.18023 Complete report is pp 12637=81,

Enclosures 12681-810, Statement and details of revenue 12811-32
L]
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o mention that were the Gram Kherch abolished, the revenue

(p 12673)

Centre for Policy Studies

and the ryots relieved frem a increasing tax, The Government

1S

revenue servants are so indigent that they generally spend

their peculations as fast as they make them, and the people

here know that I shall soon ik leave the district. These causes
have prevented my receiving any thing considerable altho a good
deal should be refunded by the numerous host of revenue servants,
whe have for twe years preyed upen the Pollaveram district. It
does not appear that Venkatraz has received any thing very con-
siderable from this district unless indeed he has received
private presents from the Tanadars and made them include the
amount in their disbursement. I have got most of the/servants/revii-
ibm confihement but I have not as yet succeeded in extracting
any (p 12671) of the money they have embezzled. It may appear
presunption in my attempting to point out any improvements in
the revenue system which I should leave to the wisdom of the
Board. However I think it neither impertinent nmer unprofitable

officers allowed sufficient salaries from the public treasures
and no sums collected or disbursed without the sanction of the
superior authority a censiderable sum would be saved to the state

would then see its real resources and know the rea} expences

of the state and one grand avenue to peculation shut. If the
ryot is accustomed te pay private assessment there ie no end teo
the abuse and under a lax management the private assessment will
amount to more than the public payments as the Board will observe
by my statement of the revenues of Polaveram. I know that it is
(p 12672) said that the Gram Fhirch is a private expenditure of
the ryots and that the Government rather gains by his defraying
this charge. But every farthing which is assessed upon the ryot
either for his kiete to the sirkar or OGram Khirch is public x:
property and should be brought to account as such, It would dbe
more advantageous te the sirkar and more commodious to the ryot
to add the amount of the private assessment to his kists and %o
pay all public servants from the treasury. Had all collections
and disbursements been brought to account and had a preper
establishment of revenue and military servants been kept, the
accounts would have stood as follows 3

Total collections of Mhal Revenue and Sair 155485~ 4-13%

Deduct sums collected by Mungaputty dee from *
the village 8,391~ 0= 2

Total cellections te the eircar in Fs 1210 & 121167,.094- 4-113

Deduct pay té the Establishment of Revenue ser—

vante necessary for twe years and 3 menths

at 200 Ps per mensem ‘ 59400~ 0~ 0O
Deduct pay to a body of military peons at 1,000

Ps per month for 2 years and 3 months 27,000= 0= 0
Deduct pensions to Musimha Puddy Deo Varia Gopal

Deo at 200 per mensem for 2 years and

3 menthe 59400= 0= 0
Deduct an allowance for charges Extra 2,200= 0= 0
Total Deduction 40,000~ 0= 0

BALANCE clear revenue to the Sirker 27,094~ 4-11%

In this estimate I have not included extra revenue amounting to
Madras Pagodas T,166-9<13 as appears in column 68 of the abstr-

act, Besides this I do not think that Mungaputty Deo could have
collected so much had there always been a body of good peons

headed by a reselute amildar. The Board will observe that the
revenue officers have paid considerable sums to (p 12673) :

Dharampal Archives CPS-TS-23 www.cpsindia.org é '




—*

IH

’,’. \\'
Q 3 , /O) Board of Revenue en Thackersy Observations on Gram Fhurch: 27.12.18
L" 3 02.

In the disbursements made without authority Mr Thackeray
says, he does net think, that Vencataraj participated te any
considerable amount unless he received fresents from the
Tanadars, and made them enter the sume, as disbursements, in
their accountes It is precisely in this mode, the Board should
expect accounts to be fabricated which can enly be dene in
eollusion with others, and suberdinste servants are the fittest
inetruments in the hands of Peishears at the expence of the
sirkar. The suggestien, which follows in this part of Mr
Thackeray's repert, respecting Gram Kurch, evinces knewledge
and arrangement very creditable té himy as a revenue sgervant.
This subjeet in a particular manner engaged (p 114) the Board's
attention, some months since, vhen the statements respecting
the Palnand distriet, came under consideration, shewing the
enormous amounix, under the head of Gram Khurch, compared
with the gress cellections, These oppreseive exactions can be
effectually prevented enly, by abelishing private assessments,
the circar bearing every necessary expenditure, and indemnifying
itself by a propertienate incresse of demand, In the view of
this relief %o the inhabitants of Palnaud, the Board directed
the cellector teo preceed teo a minute examination of the acceunts
of the curnume, specifically pointing eut the causes, which had
actually eperated the great deterieration in the revenue, ox
Whether its diminution might net in great part be (p 115)
fiotitious, and imputabdble to artifices and intrigues teo suppress
the real accounts of preduce., ¥e reply hae as yet been received
en the subject from Mr Mainwaring, Meanwhile, as concurring
with their own sentiments, the Board reselve to recommend the
general propesitien that private cellections of efery kind be
included in the kiste, and that the public servants be paid
from the treasury,

I0Rs Board's Cellections vel 1723 Ve 30224 pp 113-5,

Vols 170~2 are devoted te "Disturbaness in the Polaveram Zemindary"
(in 32d Div Masulipatem under B, Branfill vhe ie permitted

Yo resign and proceed te Burope on 15,10,1802), Noe 3018-22B,

6 parte, are dll on this subject. No 30224 (vel 172) contains
Thackeray’s report of his enquiry en pp T-61. The enclesures

te the repert however are net included along with it, though
they are perhaps all there dispersed in the three velumes,

The Board of Revenue's minute en the repert is on pp 92-118,
Beard's letter to Govet on pp 125-37, Gevernor Lord Clivels
linute (Rev Gons 18.3.1803) on pp 163-98 in which he differs
from the other members of council,

Thackeray's repert with enclosures is entered én the Board eof
Revenue Preceedings of 4.11,1802(?/287/17) en pp 12637-81,
Encle 12681-810; and the Board's Einute that it lie on the
table on 12833, pages 12811-32 centain detailed accounts,

The matter of the Brahmin's suicide is on pp 12650, 12730-5,
and 12752, Gram Kjurch is referred to on ppP 12668-73 and in the
accounts en pp 12811-32, Thackeray's view on velicy are en

pp 12679-80, These latter are used by Clive in his minute.
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(BRITISH OFFICIAL INTERPRETATION OF BRARMIN'S TRAGA)

ol |
Mr W, er, Board of Revenues 18,10,1802

~10. (p -12650_)’ Whether Gundapetty Sunjevarow was invited to
Rajahmndry and driven by insult and outrage te the desperate
vide letter fromact of suicide? I w enclose copy of the declaration given in

Mr Deo by his gomastah whe is by no means inclined to extenuate the
vide Enclo 111 treatment said to have been used towards his master. It
FNe 13 appears that Sunjevarow was ordered on board a boat to Masuli-

No 15ypara 14 patam, when he thought proper te slay himself. Venkataralf was
noet at that time present. Sunjevarow seems to have received
no other usage than is custemary towards priesoners and never
had any cowle from the cellector.

The lMuchilka of Putah Venkiah Gomastah te Gundapetty Sunjevarow,
inhabitant of Rajahvrum,Fusly 1212, s (Encle 13 to above)

As I have been summoned to the Hugzur, and directed to communi-
cate what I know respecting the death of Gundapetty Sunjevarew,
I declares :

That when the Bengal battalions marched against Polaveram,
Sunjevarew was at Rajahmundri. After the flight of the Rajah,
peons were placed ever his (Sunjevarow's) house, and as
Vgncataraj ordered (by command of hie master) that only a few
of his attendents should remain with him, his people were turned
out. After things had gone on thus for some dayson Venkataraz
his coming te Polaveram, he brought Sunjevarow aleng with him,
gave him bad language and put him in the guard, and erdered
Pertah Atchia, to be also summoned. He was accordingly sent

for and ordered te give personal security for the appearance of
himself, and family; en which Shengavurpoo Oppana (p 12731)
Yuninundra Vekkapah and Gootalah Verum Bhut became security
for him. After this they were beth carried to Rajahmundri,

and ordered teo remain quiet in their houses, They remained se.
However some one hostile to Sunjevarae invented some falsehoods
te his detriment, on which he was summoned, and some harsh
wayidx expressions used towards him without consideration.
Things went on thus from Rowdre Chyter ( 1800) until the
month Kartik ( ) When Sunjevarow told Venkataraz, that
his enemies told falsehoods respecting him, and that he
Venkataraz without consideration used bad language towards hims
that he was aman of characier, and would relinquish his life:
that no other remedy appeareds that he had no means te defray
his expences theres that if he received permiesion he would

g0 to his oWn country. Ag he speke (p 12732) much to this
effect he was told, that he might go, and twe peons were sent
with him across the river, and according to Kowor, his sister
were brought te bed; in consequence of which he x staid there
a couple of days. Venkataraz had gone teo Tulapoody and in
coneequence of some infermation which he probably received
there, he wrote a letter to the Jummautdar of the guards there,
to carry Sunjevarao and Atchia from Faver to Rajahmundrij and
deliver them to the collector. In consequence of this a guard
of sepoys seized him, and delivered him to the collecter.

After that they were both kept twe days without eating in
the fort, and on the third day released on giving the security
of Alikur Bapanahj on the next day the collector called (p 12733)
Sunjevarae in the evening, and teld him that he must go to
Masulipatam. He answered what reason is there that I should

IORs P7251717! Madras Board of Revenue Proceedings 4.11.1802:
¥r Thackeray's report on the affairs of Polaveram.

HO% Sunjevarae was the Dewan of the Polaveram Raja, and
Tlm%:taranjwaa an assitant of the cellector, Mr Bragﬂll.

During the years 1793-1800 Mr Branfill was held i
‘.’Pm‘l E by Madras parti &.‘\M Mak ??ﬂ}::\a. oy
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go to Masulipatam? What offence have I committed? If I have
conmitted any effence, m enquire and punish me. I will not

- g0 to Masulipatam. On thie he (the collector) answered why

should I enquire inte your faults? Venkataraz has enquired,
and writteneverything. You must certainly go to Masulipatam
and some treasure is just now going there on the beat. He
replied I am a Bramin. There are a number of Pariars in the
boat. Esxxepiied But if you persist in maeking me go on the
boaty I will quit life, but not go. On this he became angry,
and using some harsh expressions, delivered (p 12734) him te the
guard of sepoys and they carried him te the Godavery towards
the boat. On enquiry and hearing what orders the collector had
given, he (Sunjevarao) said, that the death of a Bramin was
approaching. That he had already endured many indignities, and
that he would submit to what was erdained, and he then descended
inte the Gedavery, performed an ablution, and standing on the
bank, stabbed himself and died, We all went our way. Besides
this five or six days befere the Bengal troeps marched against
Polaveram in (p 12735) consequence he remained at Rajahmundris
Begides this I know that, when Vizia Gepal Dee fled from the
country and arrived at Munteor, the Rajal and Venkatanarain
sent for Sunjevarao, and dispatched with him with a party te
seize him. In consequence he went to Muntoor, but as an order
came to return, he returned. I know nething more. This paper
is in the handwriting of Pertal Venkiah.

15th September 1802, A True Translation
(signeds W, Thackeray)

Statement of Kocherlaketta Venkatrass 8.9.1802 (Encle 15)
Extract -

14, (p 12752) I wae net at Rajahmundry when the Rajah's Dewan
Sunjevarae was confined there, and when he died, I was then

out on an excursien in the country., But I heard from Mr Branfill
that he was intriguing and that the Board had ordered him te

be confined and that he had been told that he should be sent
under a guard te Masulipatam, and kept there on which I heard
that he stabbed himself,
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Board of Revenue to Government on SunjevaBase's Tragat 27.12.1802

9« The tenth charge etates that Sunjevirsm Gundarae was invited
to Rajeshmundy and there driven by insult and outrage %o the
desperate act of suicide, From the deposition of Pertal Vekkia
it should seem that many indignities had been offered to his
master Sunjivarae and that whatever may have induced the
measures of sending him to Masulipatam his conduct had not been
such as to render it previously expedient upon any publie ground.
For it appears that he shortly before had obtained leave from
Vencatarz %9 return %o his country and that being furnished with
twe peons for the purpose, he Jad proceeded as far as known,
where he remained twe days out of attention to his sister who
was brought to bed at that place and that a note from Vencataras
(then at Talapoody) to the Jemadar of the guard stationed at
Kowoor overtaking him there he was made prisoner and delivered
up to the collector. (p 14353) That after being kept two days
without disturbance he was released on giving security. This

was reversed on the day follewing by the collector wha is stated
%o have told Sunjevarao that he must go to Masulipatam on the
boat prepared to convey treasure thither, It is to be lamented
that the collector should have disregarded his remenstmances,
and threats of eself of self destruction rather than be exposed
to the degradation of which he complained (himself a Bramin)
in being & forced into the boat with Pariahs. The ceremony of
ablution, if correctly stated accompanied by a solemn declaration
that the death of a Bramin was approaching should have induced
some precaution at least te take from him the means of perpe-
trating the desperate act of suicide. The ascendent influence
of Vencataraz camnet be doubted nor is it unreasonable to
suppose that his views and intrigues in the Polaveram district
(p 14354) required the removal of Sunjevarae (the late Dewan)

to a distance. Yet there is ne proof on which the charge against
Vencataraz can be substantiated, '

At the time the transaction above alluded to took place the
then Secretary te our Board required and received from Mr Branfill
a statement to the eircumstances attending it which though not
entered on the record we have in consideration of that gentleman
not being now in India thought right teo subjoin an extraet from
it to countervail as far as it may appear entitled the state-
ment of Venkiah, as followss

pilly -
"Gundamtty Sunjevarao was formerly a Gomastah in Mungaputty Deo's
service, and during last year Fusly 1209 paid me some money on |

Bis master's account he having managed or rather mismanaged
his country for him. When the Zemindar (p 14355) fled on the =
approach of vthe Bengal troeps, he did not accompany him, but
remained at this place. About three or four monthe age I leamt
that he held an improper intercourse with his imik old master
and communicated to him, from time to time what was going on |
‘here, In consequence of this intelligence, I sent for him and
taxed Xixwiik him with 1%, but he denied having any intercourse
with him., As I could not at that time prove the fact, althe
I strongly suspected he was playing a foul part, I advised him
/for his own good and £ safety to return to his family at Gunda-
/ pilly in the Fundegama country, or Masulipatam and remain there
, until the disturbances should be at an end. He promised to do
| #eo and only asked a few dags respite to make the necessary pre-
/' /parations for thie journey. Instead however of performing his
// promise of departing early he made la.'lli frivelous excuses and
| /did not leave this until a month after I had ordered (p 14356)
7/ him, He then went to Covoor (a village on the western bank of
' the river oppesite this place) Rajahmundry) and in lieu of _
/' pursuing his journey recemmenced his intercourse with Mungaputty
Deo and his adherents and had certainly laid plans to join them.

k _.Wmﬂzmmna&oz: Complete letter on Polaveram is
TIPPAGIub-Lg o Boards Ninute pp 14293-315,
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