
Centre	  for	  Policy	  Studies	   	   www.cpsindia.org	  1	  

The changing religious profile of Asia: 
Buddhists, Hindus and Others  
 
 
In this graphical appendix to the preceding note on Asia, we present maps of the 
distribution and share of Hindus, Buddhists and Chinese Religionists across different 
regions and countries of Asia. Though this note can be read on its own, it would be 
instructive to consult these maps while reading the preceding note. A remarkable feature 
of the maps below is that Hindus, Buddhists and Chinese Religionists all are restricted to 
South, Southeast and East Asia. They have little presence in West and Central Asia. 
Compare these maps with the earlier maps of the distribution of Christians and Muslims 
given in our earlier note XLIII. As those maps show, both those religions have a presence 
in nearly every part of Asia. 
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Appendix: Maps of Hindus, Buddhists and Chinese Religionists 

In the course of the last 110 years, Hindus have gotten confined to the truncated 
boundaries of India. They have been nearly completely eliminated from Pakistan and 
largely from Bangladesh. But their share has declined and their presence has become 
sparser in Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka also. 
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Notice the lowering of the share of Hindus between 1900 and 2010 in India and its 
surroundings, including Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka. Also notice the near complete 
elimination of Hindus from Pakistan and drastic lowering of their share in Bangladesh. 

China

India
75.2

Iran
0.1

Kazakhstan
Mongolia

Saudi Arabia
1.3

Turkey

Iraq

Pakistan
1.3

Myanmar
1.7

Yemen
0.6

Afghanistan

Thailand
0.2

Oman
6.2

Uzbekistan

Indonesia
1.6

JapanSyria

Turkmenistan

Indonesia
1.6

Vietnam
0.1

Nepal
67.8

Laos PDR
0.1

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia
6.4

Korea
Tajikistan

Cambodia
0.2

Jordan

Malaysia
6.4

Bangladesh
9.5

Georgia
Azerbaijan Dem. Rep. Korea

Sri Lanka
13.1

Bhutan
11.4

Taiwan

Israel

Armenia

UAE
6.8

Kuwait
3.7

Cyprus
1.2

Timor-Leste

Philippines

Hong Kong
0.3

Maldives
0.3

Palestine
Lebanon

Philippines Sea

Yellow Sea

Sea of Japan

Gulf of Aden

Red Sea

Gulf of Oman

Black Sea
Caspian Sea

Way of BengalArabian Sea

Indian
Ocean

East Asia

South Asia

Central Asia

West Asia

Southeast Asia
1 0 3 5 10 15 20 30 40 70 80 100

ASIA 2010
Percent Share of Hindus

CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIESc

0 1,500 3,000750 km

Philippines Sea

Yellow Sea

Sea of Japan

Gulf of Aden

Red Sea

Gulf of Oman

Black Sea
Caspian Sea

Way of BengalArabian Sea

Indian
Ocean

ASIA 1900
Percent Share of Hindus

1 0 3 5 10 15 20 30 40 70 80 100

CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIESc

0 1,500 3,000750 km

China

India
81.6

Iran

Kazakhstan
Mongolia

Saudi Arabia

Turkey

Iraq

Pakistan
17.0

Myanmar
2.8

Yemen
0.1

Afghanistan
0.1

Thailand
0.1

Oman

Uzbekistan

Syria

Turkmenistan

Vietnam

Nepal
77.0

Laos PDR

Kyrgyzstan

Malaysia
10.2

Korea

Tajikistan

Cambodia

Japan

Indonesia
2.0

Jordan

Malaysia
10.2

Indonesia
2.0

Bangladesh
32.7

Georgia
Azerbaijan Dem. Rep. Korea

Sri Lanka
23.3

Bhutan
15.0

Taiwan

Israel

Armenia

UAE

Kuwait

Qatar

Cyprus

Philippines

Timor-Leste

Hong Kong

Maldives

Palestine
Lebanon

East Asia

South Asia

Central Asia

West Asia

Southeast Asia



Centre	  for	  Policy	  Studies	   	   www.cpsindia.org	  4	  

 

 

 
 
Unlike Hindus, Buddhists have expanded their presence to newer areas including India, 
South Korea and Mongolia.  
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Notice that the Buddhists have improved their share in China and have expanded 
considerably in Mongolia and South Korea. Their share has also improved in India, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal and Bhutan. Share of Hindus has declined in all four of the latter countries. 
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Chinese Religionists are confined mainly to China. During the last 110 years, their share 
in China has declined precipitously. Their presence has become less intense in Malaysia 
and Singapore also. But their presence has improved in South Korea. 
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Share of Chinese Religionists has distinctly declined in all countries of East Asia except 
South Korea and there is some declined in Singapore and Malaysia also. But the decline 
in China, which accommodates nearly all of the Chinese Religionists, has been mainly 
because of the rise of irreligion. That process has now begun to reverse. 
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